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INTRODUCTION. 


London,  lil  March  1799* 

HOUGH     I    had    intended,  annually     to 
refume  my  examination   of   the  financial  ope* 
rations  of  the  French  government;  yet  as  the  re- 
venues of  that  nation  are  now  chiefly  fupplied  by 
the  fpoliation  of  their  allies,  and  as  the  hiftory* 
of  their  finances  is  more  and  more  identified  wifh 
that  of  their  armies,  I  have  relinquiihcd  an  un-, 
dertaking  too  intiniaitely  conneâed  with  fubjedU* 
«o   that  are  beyond  my  fphere, 
«       Among  the  papers,  however,  \vhich  I  had  al- 
^  ready  colleâed,  was  one  which  contained  an  aflfer-. 
^  tion  that  appeared  to  deferve  a  very  clofe.invefti- 
^  gation;  I  mean  the  meffage  wherein  the  Direâ:ory » 
declared,  that  their  refources  are  entire.   The  morç. 
I  confidered  that  aflertion,  the  more  I  was  convinced- 
that  on  its  truth  or  falfehood  the  fatç  of  Europ«t 
depends,  and  that  a  true  pidture  of  the  prefent; 
ftate  of  France,  difplaying  hcr^daily  increafing- 
impoverilhnient,  might  afford  mailer  for  a^mpre 
ufefuland  inflrudtive.  wgr)^,,  than  a  ted|^É||^ çat^^ 
logue  of  the  fwindling  expedients  of  Wt  go* 
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vcmmcnt.  It  appeared  to  me  that  an  impartial 
and  accurate  analyfis  of  her  internal  refourccs 
might  contribute  to  difpel  the  datigerous  delufîon 
which  rcprefents  her  multiplied  fucceffes  as  rc- 
fulting  from  a  fupèriority  in  real  and  durable 
'ûrength,  as  well  as  to  open  the  eyes  of  thofc 
nations  who  do  not  yet  perceive,  that,  by  pur- 
fuing  her  fteps,  they  condemn  themfelvçs  to  all 
the  dreadful  calamities  of  univerfal  wretchednefs 
and  mifery. 

•  During  my  progrefs  it  often  happened  that  I 
received  interefting  documents,  which  fhould 
have  been  inferted  in  one  of  the  chapters  already 
fipiflied  and  fent  to  prefs.  Hence  I  have  been 
obliged  to  throw  into  the  notes  many  articles 
whofe  importance  would  have  entitled  them  to  a 
pbce  in  the  text.  Had  I  determined  to  intro- 
duce them  according  to  a, more  methodical  ar- 
rangement, and  for  that  purpofe  to  re-model  my 
work,  or  had  I  made  a  point  of  giving  it  that 
perfedt  regularity  of  difpofition,  in  which  it  is 
navr  deficient,  I  am  well  aware,  that,  as  a  lite-  , 
rary  produétion,  it  would  have  been  lefs  ex- 
jk>ftd  to  Criticifm  :  but  I  am  aware  alfo,  that  in 
the  mean  while  the  grand  crifis  which  will  decide 
between  the  civilization  or  barbarifm  of  our  Ipe-^ 
ciies- IS' rapidly^  advancing.  '  ' 

-  *The  preferit  work;  however,  aflumes  no  higher' 
djwâj^er  thwth^*  it)f  â  faithful,  cclkd^ion  of  ma- 


(  ^  ) 

teri^s  for  fome  fumre  hiftorian-of  the  Frend^ 
revolution*;  and  my  whole  objeâ  is  gained,  H 
thefe  open  an  extenfive  field  for  the  contemplation 
of  âfiiteânen.  To  them,^  and  more  efpeciallj  to 
the  minifters  of  neutral  powers,  J  fubmit  the  fol^ 
lowing  faâs,  which,  though  too  little  known  or 
attended  to,  fufSciently  demonftratc,  that  the  de- 
plorable inaâivity  of  the.  northern  powers  will 
foQQer  pr  later  fubjeâ  them  to  the  fame  fate  that 
is  now  falling  01^  the  nations  of  the  fouth. 
.  JBut  as  it  is  not  till  towards  the  conclufion  that 
this  awful  truth  is  fully  difplayed,  it  may  be  proper 
to  g;Lye  a  ihort  Aatement  of  the  whole  train  anii 
analyfis  of  the  propofitions  whence  fo  important 
«n  in/erenc^  is  deduced  :  namely, 
.  Tha^t  the  depreciation  of  the  [Kkper  circulation» 
the  ii^nfifc^tioti  and  ièque(l^%tien  of  property, 
the  Jaw  of  thie  inajfimumj  the  xequifitions,  and 
fhe  :ibrbed  loanis,  combined  with  the  va^i^ug 
evils  and  expenfes  of  the  war,  have  radically  and 
completely  exhaufted  the  refources  of  Franqei 
that  (h*  has  facwficed  the  flower  of  her  popula- 
tion ;  Khar  her  agriculture  has  fallen  into  decay» 
«ad. that  the  people  having  loft  both  the  Habit 

^  ■*    "  i  ■        '    — "' r 

.  ..*  All  the  quots^ons  for  which  tio  authority  is  exprefsly  namec), 
«re  extraâed  from  the  Moniteur^  which  may  be  coufidered  as  the 
Mfftives  of  rer^hitiomzed  Fmnce,  that  -pspÇF  nlone  coBt|ii{)iiig  .the 
debates  of  the  two  Councils,  the  official  reports  of  the  committee^ 
nné  ÛK'âircuhrietters  of  the  mniÛtrs.  '       .     , 

.  :Â  qompaiKba  of  thefe  extraâs  with  tbe^ri^inals  will  prov^ttb^t  J[ 
tiare*  adhered  to  the  Matter  with  the  moft  fcrupyfous  fidelity/ 

A3 


(    vi     ) 

and  the  means  of  productive  induftry,  their 
taxable  încomçs  ztt  reduced  to  one  third  of  their 
former  amount. 

That  the  ordinary  national  revenue  is  dimi- 
nilhed  in  the  fame  proportion,  while  the  hew 
forni  of  government  is  twice  as  expenfive  as  the 
old. 

That  the  oppreffors  of  that  nation  can  only 
rcftrain  the  defpair  of  the  people  by  coercion  ; 
and  that  they  are  already  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
the  Roman  empire  during  the  expiring  convulr 
fions  of  diflblution,  when,,  as  Montefquieu  ob- 
serves, it  could  fubfift  neither  with  nor  without 
its  praetorian  bands. 

That  under  the  twofold  impoflibility  of  either 
difbandiiig  or  paying  their  troops,  foreign  inva- 
fioh  is  become  their  only  prefervative  agaihft  à 
civil  War,  as  well  as  the  very  aliment  of  their 
exiftence  ;  and  that  to  ratifyt  a  general  peace, 
tvould  be  to  pafs  fentencç  of  death  upon  them- 
felvcs. 

That  if  the  Dire<5lory  were  not  inftindively  im- 
pelled to  war  and  deftrûétïôn,  they  would  be  ir^- 
refiftibly  hurried  on  in  the  fame  career,  by  the 
inevitable  neceffity  of  filling  up  the  deficit  of 
their  revenues  with  the  plunder  of  furrounding 
nations  ;  and  that  not  only  the  produce  of  mi- 
litary fpoliatichs  is  neceflary  for  new  military 
achieyemenits,  but  their  interaal  poverty  is  fiich. 
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that  they  can  henceforth  exift  at  home  only  by 
the  produce  of  the  rapacity  they  exercife  abroad. 

That  all  their  policy  now  confifts  in  imitating 
that  of  ancient  Rome,  namely,  engaging  only 
îtî  partial  wars,  by  fecuring  the  neutrality  of 
their  more  powerful  neighbours^  while  they  are 
crufliihg  and  plundering  the  weaker. 

That  by  the  effeéls  of  this  policy  thofe  powers 
are  enfeebled,  while  France  appears  comparatively 
ftrong,  and  will  be  able  to  attack  and  deftroy  all 
the  other  ^governments  of  Europe  in  fucceflion, 
unlefs  they  once  more  unite  around  à  common 
ikndard  for  their  mutual  protection. 

That  peace,  is  no  longer  praticable,  except  on 
a  footing  which  fhall  compel  that  nation  of  plun- 
derers, whofe  clement  is  wa|-,  to  reftore  all  their 
conquefts  ;  and  thus  fecure  a  return  even  of  their 
own  happinefs,  by  forcing  them  to  quit  the  ca- 
reer of  hdftile  pillage  and  territorial  aggr'andize* 
ment,  for  the  peaceful  arts  of  productive  labouré 

Thatî  nothing  but  a  complete  reftitution  of 
thofe  provinces  which  the  German  princes  ieem 
difpofed  to  abandon,  caq  prevent  the  Empire  from 
falling >i]fnder  the  fame  military  defpotifm,  the  fame 
general*  impoverifliment,  and  the  fame  ftate  of 
moral  and  «political  degradation  and  barbarifm, 
in  whrch  the  republican  ravagers  of  France  have 
plunged  that  once  happy  and  profperous  king- 
dom. ^L    ;     , 
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That  the  neceffity  of  renewing  the  wair  19  in 
proportion  to  the  importance  of  peace,  ai>d  tb 
that  of  faving  modem  Europe  frohi  *n  equally 
humiliating  and  much  mo/e  deflruâive  yoke  than 
Was  formerly  rnlpoftd  on  the  tivilized  World  by 
the  Gdtiis  aàd  Vandale,  :   ;     '; 

•  That  fince  the  extinSion  of  the  affignats,  thç 
Direâroiy  ar^  unabte  ta  cantiaiue  the  ftruggle:with 
their  own  rcfources  ;  aad  as  the  rufetbf  the  ar^ 
mies  of  the  republic  muft  be  the  confcquence  qrf 
the  inability  to  maintain  them,  the  Jurçft.  meaifs 
of  accomplifliing  that  ruin,  is  ta>opp0fe  dibm 
with  fuch  military  excrtiipns  as  will  be  adcijua^d 
to  reftrain  their  further  pipgnefs,  .and  pj:é?ent 
them  from  fubfifting  any  longer  by  pluindcr; 

And  fellly,  that  the  Deli vcraiicc  bf»  Europe  is ' 
infallible,  if  all  unite  in  fach  facrificeB  as  are 
proportioned  to  the  alarming. danger  Wjitfa. which 
ûll  are  menaced  $  and  not  only  re^nib  thèit  armsé 
but  folemfily  engage  never  to  lay  ihonit  down^ 
till  France  is  once  more.compellcdr;  to.  .Jrctire 
within  her  amcicnt .  frontiers*  .  ;  • .  -^ . 

Such  is  the  feries  of  propofitions  "ivhich  I  have 
endeavoured  to  illuftrate  and  eftablifh  in  the  fol*» 
lowing  pages  :  and  as  they  appear  to  me  fbunded 
in  the  utmoft  degree  of 'moral  certainly 'and  tmtb} 
as  I  hâve  brought  the  financial  hifloty/of.  revo- 
lutionized France  dowh  to  •  the  period  whe^i  her 
grand  fictitious  refource  is  irrecoverably  dried  up^ 


(  «  ) 

♦\4tiltf  thr.rwJtdfctowfcea  that  temûin  wçM\dhGin» 
adJ^'iûtej^1i/)ento;a;peace  d^  if  peace 

could  WGf..c3oexiiè  With  fuch  a  gidvcroment  ;  a$ 
I  flatter  tvfyfdi  I  haVedeteonftratcd,  that  the 
Directory  canno  longier  fobfift  but  on  the  fpoil 
of  ftirrdtiiiiding  nations  ;  and  as  nothing  more 
i-eihak»  for  .me  to  àddyon  a  fubjeét  >vhîch  I  have 
purfued  through^  fix  fucccffivc  publications,  I 
now  relmqutâi  aik.  àndertaking  to  which  I  was 
at  firft  led  ^by  the-circmnftances  in  which  I 
was  plaéed,  and  in  which  I  have  met  fuch  nu- 
tnerous  x>|)pontats« 

Sonrie  of  thefc  have  indulged  in  the  moft  ex- 
tiaordiiary  infinuatians  reliative  to  thie  indefati* 
gaUe  perftverance  Wi^h  which  I  have  inceflantly 
repealed,  ^ever  fioce  the  year  1795,  that  thç  . 
finaiKies  would  ultimately  prove  the  weakeil  and 
moft  vulnerable  part  of  that  milttary/rqÂiUic  j 
that  tfae-bnly  means  of  overturning  it,  are  to 
imite;  agatnft  that  nation  of  pluhderers  ;  ^  and  that 
their  faHrwcaild  be  inevitable,  were  they  once  re* 
dttccd  to  their  own  internal  resources .  -  Having., 
tberefoTfi^  now  bitoiight  this  examination  of  thofir 
refourccs  to  a  clofe,  it  will  not  be  iniproper  to  de* 
claré,  that' one  of  the  principal  motives  which  in- 
fplfed  tne  with  refolution^^  and  gave  me  additional 
ftrength  to  undertake  fo  laborious  «  work,  \yzsy 
that,  hwifig  negotiated  and  figned  the  firft  treaty 
of  peace  ever >conchidedAvith  the  French  republic. 
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and  ûïzt  treaty  having  hten  no  fooner  concluded 
than  violated  (of  which  atft  of  perfidy  the  miferies 
of  Geneva»  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  thoiè  of  Swit-- 
zerland,  were  thé  fatal  confequences),  I  conceived, 
irom  my  peculiar  fituation,  that  it  was  a  facred 
duty  to  conjure  all  other  nations  to  diftrufi  the 
more  than  Punic  faich  of  the  new.  pretended 
mafters  of  the  world,  •         : 

Another  motive  concitrred  in  flrengthening.my 
^eal.  In  one  of  the  moft  inftruâive  works  that, 
ever  did  honour  to  the  human  mind,  !  Adam 
Smith,  when  treating  of  fhe  caufes  of  national 
wealth  and  profperity,  has  demonftrated  that  thefe 
happy  efFeéts  depend  on  the  multiplication  and 
improvement  of  produ6live  labour.  It  appeared 
to  mç,  that  his  train  of  arguments  on^ly -required 
the  illuftration  of  correfponding  faéts  tor  be 
brought  within  the  reach  of  the  moft  ordinary 
capacity  ;  that,  from  the  efFeâs  of  the  French  re- 
volution, materials  for  an  inflxudl^ve  work  on  ibe 
caufes  of  the  imrpoveriflim^nt  of  nationis>  might 
already  be  drawn  ;  and  from  its  rapid  changes^ 
new  data  for  the  nrtoA  important  of  fciepccs,  that 
of  the  adminiflration  of  governments  and  empires  v 
Hitherto  regenerated  France  is  fcarccly  known  but 
by  her  crimes  ;  we  may  now  difplay  the  puniih- 
ment  with  which  thefe  crimes  are  inevitably 
purfued  ;  wc  may  now  fhow  the  WQr:ld  with 
what  unparalleled  rapidity  her  citizens,  once  fo 
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induftrîous  and  fo  rich,  have  fallen  into  poverty 
and  barbarifm,  at  the  very  period-  when  they 
imagined  they  were  acquiring  d  coloffal  fortune 
by  robbing  and  plundering  themfelves,  and  by 
abandoning  the  arts  of  peace  for  the  pillage  of  war. 
Thus  we  may  tear  away  the  veil  that  has  too  long 
covered  the  interior  of  France,  and,  if  pofCble» 
throw  new  light  on  that  grand  truth  fo  pointedly 
expreflcd  by  the  celebrated  citizen  of  Geneva: 
No  nations  are  fo  much  opprejfed^  orfo  wretched^ 
as  nations  of  conquerors:  even  their  fuccejfet 
but  contribute  to  augment  their  mifcries. 
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On  the  Revenue^  the  Deficit^  and  the  Refimrces  ^  the 
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ERfAT^ 

FagB      89  line  13,  for  their,  rtrnd^  itt 

1 1,  —     If  /or  Butt  hiiy  rtad^  But  this 

13,  —  i8,/or  confcqucnce — ^becomes,  r«A/, confequenccs— Wcome 

15,  -*-  2£y  /or  retarded  diicovery,  re»/,  protraéled  diftrefs 

31,  —  15,  for  political  riches,  rM<^  Ajttlpoal  wealth 
ult.  for  tha-tlips,  nad^  that  Ikf 

43>  —     7  of  note,  /or  6,000,000/.  r^««^,  9,000,000/. 

54»  —    8  from  boCtocn,  for.  eftabl^in|,  read»  re-i^ftabliihi|i|; 

57,  -»-  13,/or  abletopurcbafii,  rW,  fittopcfflbie    ' 

^o,  —  II  from  bottom, /or  thirty,  read^  twenty-^ve 

76,  •—    4)  for  unfoundec^  rtad^  unbounded 

8«,  — »  2^  of  notCi /or golden,  rM^,  gilded  « 

97»  —  13  firo m  bottom,  ^r  this,  read^  thcie  ' 

loi,  —  25,  for  Nor  arc  all  ihcfc  invcftigations,  rtad^  AU  thefe.  invefiiga- 
tioni,  however  ;  and  in  line  26,  /or  any  longer,  téod^  are  no 
longer 
4  from 'bottom, '/}r  more  orlefs  opprefllve,  rtady  more  or  lefs  liberal 
«l8,  -*•  pcnuk.  yôr  oxen,  r#«4  ^^^  ^ 

123,  —  1 7, /or  This,  read,  If,  however,  this 
130,  -—18,  for  rhcir,  r«ai/,  fiiçh 
14,1,  —  13,  yôr  their,  aW  themfdves,  read,  his,  «/r// himfelf 

4  fiom  bottom,yôr  the  condition  aC  theit  iUvcs,  read,  their  condition 
145,  —  9  from  bottom,  for  to,  r««/,  from 
151, -^  i8,/or  In,  rra^/.  It 
157,  —  8,  ^or  the  Cape,  reW,  Cape  Français 
j^^,  —  10, /)r  diforganization,  read,  vengean<3p 
162,  —  ïS»/»"  every  blcfling,  road,  fo  many  bleilings 
174,  —  note, /or  fix  millions,  r«0âj|  ^çopool.  |  a«<//or  fixteen  millions,  rfeidg 

1,600,000/. 
Ï79»  —  13, /or  ift  April,  read,  I  ft  February 

185,  -^    9,  dele  by  ;  and  line  1 5,  for  the  hoQie  trade,  ffi4ul,  9)i  merchants 
188,  —  ZSffor  is,  read,  was 

215,  «^    9  of  the  note,  for  Pichegru,  tta^  Rkhcgru's  pttty 
241,  —  Jj,  for  ï^-^ikcr,  read,  their — their 
275,  —    9  from  bottam,/ir  though,  read,  as  ^ 

284,  —.25,  fl//^r  adopted,  a^i/,  in  France 

285,  —  23,  for  own  riches,  ready  real  capital 
307,—-     l,/or  political,  r««^,fifcal 

312,  —  II,  for  too,  read,  240 1  and  line  23,.  â//«r  land,  infert,  perfonal 

3 1 4,  —  1 1, /o'' not  here,  read,  here  only 

315,  —  II  from  bottom,  d/z^r  millions,  read,  in  permanent  ta^es^ 
*  ^llf  •--^ii  for  vil,r/ifd,y\:  , 

32 T,  —  15,  ^/^  who  was 

323,  —  9  from  bottom,  /or  eflTcAs,  rja4%  domains 

343,  — .  10,  for  was  already  prepared,  read,  already  exifled" 

345,  '*—     7,  after  balconies,  infert,  coach  gateWiiys 

347»  —  ï2>  jo^  OU""  finances,  nad,  finance 

348,  —  17, /or  rcfourccs,  read,  efforts   - 

/      .35^»  —  ^9»  ^^^9  ^^ 

365,  —     5,  fur  emigrated  families,  t^prnd,  fVmiHes  of  emigrants  ;  line  7,  for 
them,  tead,  thofe  emigrants  ;  and  line  8,  for  children  apd 
heirs,  read,  parents  or  relations 
3^7>  -^  ?7f  <^/^  of  tljaf  caft 
^8,  —  17, /or  four,  read,fivt 
3P6,  —  2Z,foryei,  rf^jiti    •  .«    ^ 

414,  —  12, /or  Briffot,  r^a^,  Briot 

418,  —  15,  for  to  fpill  their  blood,  read,  courage  ^ 

425,  —  12  from  bottom,  ///d-r  refiftance,  add,  being  necelTary 
442,  —     2,  for  and  that,  read,  otherwife  ;  line  3,  dele  fhoidd 
444,  —     4  from  bottom,  for  Tlicfé,  read.  The 

446,  —  12,  Jar  fums,  read,  fum  ;  and  line  penult,  after  millions»  read,  in 
the  amount  of  the  fpecie  expeéted  to  come  in 
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CHAPTER  L 


The  Sources  froni  which  the  Riches  of  a  Naiton  and  the 
Revenue  of  its  Government  are  derived. 

jL  he  opulence  of  every  fiate  depends  on  the  quan* 
tity  of  produâivç  induftry  employed  by  its  inhabit- 
ants for  the  fupply  of  their  ordinary  wants,  and  to 
procure  a  furplus,  of  which  they  accumulate  a  part, 
while  they  devote  the  remainder  to  the  public  ex- 
penditure.  Every  nation  that  confumes  its  whole 
produce  muft  live  in  continual  inquietude  and  alarm^ 
and  an  accidental  difappointment  would  threaten 
them  with  the  moft  dangerous  calamities. 

The  relative  power  and  riches  of  natpns^  there- 
fore, evidently  depend  on  the  furplus  of  produce 


whîeh  they  fet  apart  for  extraordinary  dilburfements^ 
and  to  augment^  from  year  to  year,  their  produdlivc 
capitals.  As  the  only  fourccs  of  this  furplus  are  Po- 
pulation, Agriculture,  Colonies,  Manufaâures,  and 
Commerce,  I  fliall,  under  thcfe  five  heads,  examine 
the  aflertion  of  the  Directory,  that  "  the  refources  of 
France  are  entire^ 

If  we  find  her  population  decreafing,  her  agri- 
culture decaying,  her  colonies  conquered,  or  utterly 
ruined  and  thrown  into  confufion,  her  induftry  fail- 
ing, and  her  commerce  annihilated,  it  will  evidently 
follow,  that  Ihe  neither  creates  nor  pofleffes,  at  thU^ 
time,  that  furplus  which  forms  the  bafis  of  a  durable 
profperity  :  for  her  internal  refources  ought  not  to  be 
confounded  with  the  pillage  flie  exercifes  on  fur- 
rounding  nations  ;  proving  at  once  the  mifery  of  the 
plunderers,  and  the  cowardice  of  the  plundered. 
Nations,  like  individuals,  do  not  abandon  themfelvea 
to'fpch  expedients,  till  they  have  loft  all  other  hopes 
of  fubfifting  with,  honour  upon  the  produce  of  their 
labour,  or  the  refources  of  their  credit. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  fhyftcaly  political ^  ^«^  moral  Caufes  of  the  prefini 
.  and  future  Depopulation  of  Fj'ance. 

X  HE  flourifliîng  ftate  of  the  population  of  France 
before  the  revolution  is  well  known  to  the  political 
World  :  the  calculations,  moll  worthy  of  credit  made 
it  amount  to  twenty-five  /nillions  *  of  inhabitants. 

Whenever  the  prçfent  legiflators  have  occafion  to 
fpeak  of  the  population  of  the  republic,  defirous  of 
fwelling  its  numbers  both  in  the  eyes  of  their  coun- 
trymen and  of  other  nations,  they  conftantly  refer 
to  that  computation,  although  made  near  twenty 
years  ago  ;  exaélly  as  the  Diredlory,  in  order  to  give 
a  magnificent  idea  of  the  mafs  of  fpecie  in  the  re- 
public, have  amufed  themfelves  with  publifliing  a 
regifter,  not  of  the  fpecie  exported  fince  the  year 
1789,  but  of  the  grand  total  of  the  bullion,  coined 
fince  1726./    . 


*  That  of  M.  Necker,  which  was  the  refait  of  a  laborious  in*, 
Vefti^atiou,  carried,  on  under ithCxAbbéTerray,  makes  the  populatioa 
of  the  kingciotn  amount  to  twenty-four  millions  eight  hundred  thou» 
fand,  incluiing  that  of  Corfica.  In  the  courfe- of  the  following 
work  I  ihall  have  frequent  occafion  to  quote  the  calculations  of  that 
minifter  ;  not  that  Ï  believe  all  of  them  to  be  perfeélly  accurate,  but 
becaufe  we  may  conûder  them  as  thofe  which  approximate  nearëft  ta 
the  truth  ;  inafmuch  as  he  was  guarding  againft  all  fpirit  of  fyftem, 
cojiefted  many  fafts  which  he  carefully  compared,  and  had  more 
cermin  data  to  proceed*  on  than  any  of  the  writer»  on  tljc  jntetnaj 
adminiflratibn  of  France. 


(    4    ) 

From  all  I  hare  been  able  to  colIe<9:,  either  from 
acknowledged  fa6ls  or  conjeftural  computation^  I  am 
led  to  believe  the  befom  of  the  revolution,  and  that 
of  the  war  it  has  generated,  have  fwept  away  be- 
tween two  and  three  millions  of  Frenchmen.  It  is 
true,  I  am  not  poiTefled  of  the  documents  and  official 
papers  neceffary  to  demonftrate  this  refait  ;  but  it 
may  not,  perhaps,- be  impoffible  to  fupply  the  place 
of  thofe  which  are  fupprefled,  by  comparing  certain 
^flablifhed  principles,  and  certain  well-known  fadts, 
with  thofe  accidental  traits  which  have  from  time  to 
time  efcaped  in  that  ^ very  aflembly,  whofe  objedt  is 
to  throw  an  impenetrable  veil  over  the  depopulation 
of  their  country. 

It  is  a  long-eftablifhed  maxim  among  the  beft-in^ 
formed  military  officers,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  cam- 
padgn  an  army  lofes  one  third  of  the  number  with 
which  it  took  the  field  ;  and  that  a  greater  proportiort 
of  thefe  fall  by  ficknefs  than  in  battle.  If  fuch  were 
the  faét  in  France  under  the  former  government, 
which  was  more  careful  of  the  lives  of  its  fubjeâsy 
and  at  a  period  when  winter  campaigns  were^  lincom-' 
mon,  when  intemperance,  debauchery,  and  irregu- 
larity were  repreffed,  and  when  the  military  hofpitals 
were  well  regulated  and  plentifully  fupplied,  how 
much  greater  a* proportion  of  foldiers  mufl:  have  pe- 
riihed  during  this  revolutionary  war,  in  which  they 
have  fb  often  been  deflitute  of  clothing,  of  medicines, 
and  even  t)£  bread  !  The  authentic  accounts  of  the 
4eftrudion  of  Bournpnville's  firft  ^rmy,  publifiiecî  at 
the  time>  .are  well  known,  as  is  the  naeflage  of  the 
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Dîreélory  three  years  afterwards,  complaining  of 
being  forced  to  refufe  th$  Jick  in  the  amy  the  aiiment^ 
necejfary  for  the  recovery  of  their  health. 

The  maxim  above  laid  down  being  admitted,  the 
following  facts,  which  may  now  be  confidered  as 
eftablifhed,  may  be  adduced  in  further  fupport  of  it. 
I  ft.  That  the  fécond  and  third  campaigns,  thofe  of 
1793  and  1794,  have  been  more  deftruélivc  than  any 
of  thofe- commemorated  in  modern  hiftory.  sd.  That 
in  the  beginning  of  1795  the  armies  of  the  republic 
were  increafed,  not  to  1,400,000  efFeâive  men,  as 
feveral  committees  declared,  but  to  1,200,000,  in- 
cluding the  iervants  who  had  the  carç  of  the  bag. 
gage,  and  the  perfqns  employed  in  proviflbning  the 
army  and  driving  the  teams.  3d.  That  in  Odlober 
1797,  the  minifter  of  war  certified,  that  the  total  of 
this  immenfe  army  was  528,007  men.  4th.  That  on 
the  I  ft  of  July  17985  Villers,  in  his  report,  fpeaks  but 
of  400,000  men  under  the  banners  of  the  republic. 

If  We  admit  tliis  report  as  accurate,  although  I  be- 
lieve it  tp  be  exaggerated,  at  leaft  by  one  fourth  of 
the'  amount,  it  would  appear  that  juft  one  third  of 
the  1,200,000  men,  of  which  the  armies  confifled  in 
the  fpring  of  i795r  at  that  time  furvived.  This  is  a 
much  larger  proportion  than  might  he  expeAed  after 
three  campaigns  and  a  half  ;  but  we  muft  not  forget,  ' 
that  during  that  interval  there  had  been  immenfe 
recruitments;  for  Dumas  aflerted,  that  the  national 
guards  had  thrice  renewed  the  battalions  of  the  defender^ 
of  their  country  \  and  the  authority  of  fo  well-informed 
au  officer,  to  whom  this  inveftigation  was  particularly 
^romtoitted,  muft  here  have  very  great  weight, 

«3    . 


(    6    ) 

This  triple  renewal  of  the  armies  becomes  ftill 
more  probable,  when  we  refledl  with  what  carelefT- 
tiefs  and  profufion  the  French  generals  facrificed  their 
troops  in  the  firft  campaigns,  cfpecially  in  thofe  of 
La  Vendee.  The  lofles  of  that  war  were  long  con- 
cealed, and  C.  Jourdan  has,  I  believe,  alone  flated 
their  amount,  by  declaring  that  it  coft  the  lives  of 
five  huîidved  thou/and  Frenchmen.  It  is  evident,  from 
his  manner  of  Ipeaking,  that  he  includes  both  royalifls 
and  republicans.  Now,  as  none  of  his  opponents 
who  attacked  his  report  made  any  objeâion  to,  this 
paflage,  we  may  with  the  more  confidence  admit  his 
flatement  as  approximating  to  the  truth,  efpecially  as 
Goupilleau  and  Dubois,  who  have  fpoken  after  him, 
inform  us,  that  the  population  of  the  four  depart- 
ments beyond  the  Loire  amounted  to  8oo,coo,  and 
is  dhniniflied  by  ^nearly  one  half. 

Long  before  the  termination  of  the  war  in  La. 
Vendée,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1794,  an, 
official  regifter  was  publifhed,  in  which  the  lofles  of 
the  firft  campaigns  were  computed  at  8oo,coo  repub- 
licans, including  thofe  who  died  in  the  military  hof- 
pitals,  and  70,000  taken  prifoners.  This  eftimatc  is 
confirmed  by  the  particular  calculations  made  in 
Germany,  from  which  it  refults,  that  in  0£lober 
1795  the  war  had  already  cofi  France  more  than  a 
million  of  men.  We  mufl^  now  add  to  that  number 
the  republican  foldiers  \vho  perifhed  in  the  weftern 
departments,  in  the  h^voc  made  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  and  the  Danube,  in  the  hundred  and  eleven 
battles  fought  in  Italy,  which,  if  we  may  believe 
General  Berthier,  pnly  cofl  the  republic  the  h/s  of  a 
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fùw  hrave  men  ;  and  lafily  we  muft  remember,  that 
the  Svvifs  did  not  fubmit  to  the  yoke  without  a  manly 
ftruggle.  The  deftrudion  during  thefe  three  laft 
campaigns  muft  have  amounted,  at  the  leaft,  to  half 
the  number  of  the  four  preceding,  and  I  think  we 
ihall  take  an  impartial  medium,  if  we  fay  that  the 
war  has  hitherto  coft  France  about  a  million  and  a 
half  of  foldiers  *. 

1  know  not  whether  her  governors  will  accufe  this 
dreadful  eftimate  of  exaggeration,  and  I  admit  that 
they  have  enabled  themfelves  to  deny  it,  by  carefully 
^deftroying  every  paper  that  might  have  ferved  as 
a  voucher.  Of  thjs  we  may  judge  by  the  fpeech  in 
which  the  Deputy  Thouret  reproached  the  war-offices 
**  with  not  having  provided  any  Jlatement  or  any 
document^  that  might  fhow  in  what  corps  any  indivi- 
dual citizen  had  been  incorporated."  This  was,  in- 
deed, the  moft  certain  mean  of  burying  in  eternal 
oblivion  the  only  data  that  might  have  revealed,  at  a 
future  day,  the  lofleç  France  has  fuftained. 

Should  any  one  here  accufe  me  of  injuftice,  he  muft 
be  ignorant  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the  epidemic 
difeafes  of  the  military  hofpitals,  which  carried  off 
not  only  the  fick  and  the  convaîefcciitSj  but  moft  of 
the  experienced  phyficians  and  furgcotis  ;  whence  a 
new  caufe  of  mortality  arofe  :  for  as  there  was  no 
longer  a  regular  fupply  of  pupils,  owing  to  the  de-^ 
fertion  and  annihilation  of  îhe  ancient  fchools  of 


*  No  doubt  there  were  many  foreigners  in  this  number;  but 
many  more  frenchmen  have  fallen  in  the  armies  of  the  coalefceci 
powers,  than  of  foreigners  under  the  banners  of  the  republict 
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phytic  and  furgery  *,  the  vacancies  were  filled  by 
ex-monks  and  barbels,  who,  under  the  name  of  offi- 
cers  of  health  J  defiroy  more  of  the  fpecies  than  war  and 
famine.  This,  at  Icaft,  has  been  declared  by  the 
Deputy  Vitet  :  and  his  colleague  Baraillon,  who  being 
himfelf  a  phyfician,  deferves  fome  credence,  has  cer- 
tified, that  '^  in  many  of  the  military  hofpitals,  thefi 
Jhamelefs  ignoratnufes  have  ordered  corrofive  Juhlimate 
and  arfentc  for  emetics.  Do  not  imagine,*'  he  adds, 
*^  that  it  is  the  fword  of  the  enen^y  that  has  cut  off 
the  greater  part  of  our  brave  defenders;  no,  ^ïx^ftck^ 
nefs  ;  and  I  fhould  alarm  and  frighten  you  if  I  re- 
lated their  efFeas." 


*■  The  decree  of  the  ijth  September  1793  fuppreffed  all  the 
fchools,  colleges,  and  faculties  of  pbyfic  ;  and  although,  after  the 
fall  of  Robef pierre,  their  re-eftablifhment  was  fpeedily  ordered,  yet 
the  fame  neglect  attended  this  order  that  fruftratcd  all  thofe  relative 
to  the  public  education,  the  execution  of  which  was  prevented  by 
the  poverty  of  the  finances.  The  Moniteur  of  24th  April  1798 
contains  an  official  report  ou  the  evil  effeSis  of  the  prefsntjlate  of  this 
branch  of  public  inftrudion,  of  which  the  following  is  an  affefting 
cxtraift  :  "  Thofe  who  devote  themfelves  to  the  healing  art  are  not 
obliged  to  give  proofs  of  having  ftudied  in  any  fcience  whatever  ; 
they  undergo  no  examination,  and  praftifç  every  branch  of  medicine 
they  choofe,  without  competition  01  candidates,  without  ç^çamînation, 
jvithout  diploma,  and  without  being  authorized  by  law.  No  wonder 
thtfn  our  villages  and  country  places  are  ravaged  by  empirics  of  every 
kind.  Yet  thefe  men,  whom  humanity  would  profcribe,  fUll  find 
protectors  and  defenders,  An^irchy  in  medicine  is  their  element;  the 
ajjajpnations  th^-daily  commit  intimidate  them  nor-;  they  feem  allied 
witli  x>ur  moft  cruel  enemies  to  extirpate  the  citizjgm  of  the  republic^* 

At  the  con>mençement  of  the  year  1 798,  BaraiJlon  painted  out 
one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  this» -anarchy,  it  is  as  follows  :  "  The 
officer?  of  health  attached  to  the  civil  hofpitals  have  not  received  any 
part  of  their  falaries,  during  ten  or  eleven  months.  Hence  fome  have 
been  reduced  to  fell  their  moft  aeceffary  ^pi^s  to  avoid  ftarving,  ' 
while  others  have  been  obliged  wholly  tôïSbandon  their  profeffiou, 
How  is  it  poffible  the  fick  fhould  receive  proper  relief,  when  thofe 
who  fliould  relieve  their  fufferings  are  left  deftitute  of  the  mej^us  oif 
lUMftencer* 
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This,  lad  obibrvatidn  alluded  to  a  clrcumAance  ^« 
gularly  fat^l  to  the  republican  armies  ;  the  immenfe 
number  of  youths^  or  rather  of  children^  whofe  mar» 
tia}  zeal  engaged  them  to  enter  the  army  before  they 
were  of  an  age  to  fupport  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign» 
Of  tbefe,  Ihe  number  that  have  fallen  muft  be  very 
confiderable,.  fince  General  Jourdan,  when  propofing 
bis  new  plan  of  a  military  confcription  for  railing  a 
million  of  foldiers,  was  forced  to  admit  that  the  com* 
plaints  of  BaraiUon  were  too  well  founded,  and  be« 
came  2l  powerful  mohve  to  receive  into  the  army  only 
thofe  whofe  growth  was  compleiedj  attd  who  have  ac-' 
quired  their  full  Jirength. 

Combining  the  efFeds  of  all  tbefe  extraordinary 
caufes  of  mortality,  I  have  eilimated  the  total  lofs  ot 
the  troops  of  France  both  by  land  and  fea  at  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thoufand. 

It  is  infinitely  more  difficult  to  calculate  the  num« 
ber  of  lives  which  the  revolution  has  deftroyed  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  and  yet  I  am  much  afraid 
we  Ihall  fall  ftiort  of  the  truth  in  appreciating  thera 
at  only  a  million.  I  do  not  here  allude  to  the  num- 
ber of  valuable  lives  cut  ofi^by  thcpermanent  or  am- 
bulatory guillotines.  How  numerous  foever  tbefe  quo- 
tidian executions  may  have  been,  the  impreffion  they 
made  arofe  from  women  being  frequently  among  thd 
vidlims,  from  their  funereal  catalogues  being  daily 
publifhed,  and  from  thefe  containing  the  names  of 
the  moft  dillinguifhed  perfons  in  France  ;  as  for 
inftance,  Madame  Elizabeth  and  M.  de  Malelhcrbc». 
Cut  I  allude  to  the  peafantry  who  burned  the  country i- 
IjQufes  in  1789,  and  who  were  hunted  down  and 
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killed  by  hundreds,  I  allude  to  the  asra  of  the  fetal 
lanterns,  and  the  defert  to  which  the  four  departnients 
beyond  the  Loire  are  reduced.  I  allude  to  the  innu- 
merable infurreâions  that  have  lucceflxvely  broken 
out  in  the  provinces,  and  which  were  all  extingnifhed 
in  blood.  I  fpeak  of  all  that  which  has  been  ihed  at 
Paris  in  the  different  reaHions  (or  convulfions),  the 
drownings  of  Nantes,  and  the  cafe-Jhot  executions  of 
the  South,  and  among  others,  the  fucceflive  and  re- 
peated maflacres  at  Avignon,  Lyons,  Orange,  Aries,, 
Toulon,  and  Marfeilles.  I  allude  to  the  extermina- 
tions tliat  have  fucceffively  deftroyed  the  Conftitu- 
tîonalifts,  the  Federalifls,  the  Robefpierriam,  and 
even  the  Thermidorians.  I  allude  to  the  priefts  who 
have  been  butchered,  tranfported,  or  thrown  into  dun- 
geons, and  that  immenfe  crowd  of  Frenchmen  im- 
prifoned  under  the  title  o{  JufpeBed perfons^  who  came 
to  an  untimely  end  by  licknefs,  by  mifèry,  by  famine, 
and  by  grief  and  anguilh  of  mind,  in  the  hoafes  of 
confinement  in  which  they  were  heaped  together» 
To  this  dreadful  catalogue  we  mull  add  the  emi- 
grations of  nobles,  of  the  eafy  clafles  of  com- 
moners, and  of  the  thirty  thotifand  plebeian  culti^ 
xratorsy  who  in  1793  fled  from  Alface  to  efcape  being 
fut  ta  death.  It  is  well  known  thefe  never  obtained 
permiflion  to  return  to  their  homes,  although,  pre« 
vious  to  the  i8th  Fru6lidor^  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  folcmnly  declared,  that  they  were  fugitive^ 
and  not  emigrants^. 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  4th  September  1797,  containing  a  report, 
irt  which  Rabnut  reminded  his  colleagues  that  Bentabole,  St.  Juft, 
Lebas,  and  ToufTedoire  themfelves  acknowledged,  that  among  thefi, 
thirty  tkou/anJ ft:gtti'V^SyJcar<^ely  tçn  cctmter-revchttionifts  could  he  found. 
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'  Butthîs  is  not  all  :  for  the  reîgn  of  the  Moderatîflii 
which  preceded  that  of  the  Fruâidorians,  gave  birth 
to  what  is  called  the  reatlion  royale  (or  convulfion  of 
the  royalifts),  becaufe  principally  diredted  againft 
the  Jacobins  and  thofe  wIîo  had  become  proprietors 
of  church^  lands.  Thofe  who  efcapcd  wrote  to  the 
Councils,  that  the  royal  rea£îionaries  commuted  crimes 
of  ivhich  the  hiftvrics  of  the  mofl  bariaroiis  natiotis  afford 
no  example.  If  we  may  believe  Gay- Vernon,  thefe 
crimes  coft  the  lives  of  twenty-three  thoufatid  repuili^ 
cans  affafjinated  on  the  hanks  of  the  Rhone  in  the  fine 
countries  of  th^e  South.  Santhonax,  who  pretends  to 
have  made  a  more  exa6t  eftimate,  increafes  the  xium^ 
htv  io  twenty  five  thoufand\  and  Lecointre,  Prefident 
of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  has  lately  declared 
that  he  could,  with  a  dreadful  catalogue  in  his  hand^ 
frove  that  above  thirty  thottfand  murders  were  committed 
m  that  rea£îion.  There  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  catalogue  is  very  much  exaggerated  ;  but  the  i8th 
Fru6lidor  has  only  ended  in  producing  a  contrary  re- 
aSliony  and  placing  the  poniards  of  the  aflaffins  in  the 
hands  of  the  party  that  complained  of  affaffmation.  The 
reports  alfo  of  Rabaut,  and  all  thofe  who  travel  over 
thofe  fine  countries,  agree  that  they  are  moft  vilibly 
depopulating. 

I  ihall  elfewhcre  perhaps  fpeak  of  the  ravages  of 
what  is  now  called  the  plqmb  deflruSeur^  or  leaden 
executioner  of  the  military  commiifions,  becaufe 
they  form  no  objeâ  amid  the  great  maflkcrea  we  have 
juft  been  contemplating.  If  we  take  a  furvcy  of  all 
thefe  funereal  catalogues,  it  is  evident  we  can  only 
i'orm  very  vague  conjeélures  on  the  number  of  mca 
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îticy  have  carried  off.    But  I  do  not  imagine  I  ex- 
ceed the  truth  in  eftimating  them  at  a  million^ 

It  would  however  be  a  great  error  to  confidef  their 
numerical  amount  as  a  complete  abftracft  of  all  their 
loffes..  Thofc  have  yet  to  learn  the  firft  principles  of 
political  arithmetic,  who  imagine  it  is  in  the  field  of 
battle  and  in  the  bofpitals  that  an  account  can  be 
taken  of  the  lives  a  revolutioa  or  a  war  has  coft. 
Much  lefs  important  is  it  to  infcribc  that  awful  regiiler 
with  the  number  of  men  who  are  killed,  than  with 
that  of  the  children  it  has  prevented,  and  will  ûill 
prevent,  from  coming  into  the  world.  This  is  the 
deepcft  wound' the  population  of  France  has  received. 
Of  this  however  it  fhould  appear  her  prefent  leaders 
have  not  even  the  flighteft  prefentiment. 

To  be  able  to  prove  its  depth,  we  muft  not  forget, 
that  hitherto,  in  all  modern  wars,  the  men  who  de^ 
voted  tbemfelves  to  a  military  life  were  generally  drawa 
from  the  idleft  vagabonds,  and  moft  diffipated  clafles 
of  fociety  ;  already  fo  much  reduced,  that  celibacy 
was  in  fome  meafure  impofed  on  them  by  their  po-. 
verty.  But  the  warlike  population  which  the  French 
have,  during  feven  years,  facrificed  in  the  field  of 
battle,  was  drawn  indifferently  from  every  clafs^ 
without  paying  any  particular  regard  to  that  of  meu 
in  eafy  circumftances,  who  had  the  greateft  difpofi- 
tion  towards  matrimony,  and  the  moft  abundant 
means  of  fupporting  the  expenfes,  and  attending  to 
the  education  of  a  numerous  family.  The  requi-^  ' 
fitions  have  blindly  and  forcibly  dragged  to  the  ar- 
mies this  invaluable  clafs  of  citizens,  who  have  pe* 
lifhcd  there  by  thoufands,  and  generally  as  privates 
I 


(    13    ) 

m  the  ranks.  Though  it  was  chiefly  this  clafs  that 
repaired  the  breaches  made  by  war  in  the  populatioa 
of  the  country,  yet  were  they  fvvept  off  in  the  flowet 
of  their  lives,  at  the  age  of  their  force  and  vigout 
(between  eighteen  and  thirty- five  years),  and  at 
the  period  inoft  favourable  to  propagation*  Wc 
ought  alfo  to  include  in  this  calculation  a  pro- 
^portionablc  number  of  women  .condemned  either  to 
flerility,or  that  licentioufnefe  whofe  efFedls  are  nearly 
the  fame  with  regard  to  teproduâion*  Suppofing 
that,  of  the  whole  number  pf  men  deftroyed,  only 
two  millions  had  been  united  to  as  many  females  ; 
according  to  the  calculation  of  BufFon,  thefe  twa 
millions  ,of  couples  ought  to  bring  into  the  world 
twelve  millions  of  children,  in  order  to  fupply,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine,  a  number  equal  to  that  of  theiie 
parents.  This  is  a  point  of  view  in  which  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  deftruâion  of  men  becomes  altooft 
incalculable,  becaufe  they  have  much  more  efibâ  with 
Tcgard  to  the  twelve  millions  of  children  they  prevent 
from  coming  into  exiâence,  than  the  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  men  for  whom  France  now  mourns,-^ 
Thus  it  is  not  till  a  future  period  that  fhe  will  be  able 
to  eftimate  this  dreadful  breach. 

In  computing  only  at  a  feventh  the  reduction  id 
&e  births  fince  the  war,  and  as  their  average  numbei? 
was  near  a  million  annually,  we  fliall  find  they  muil 
have  diminiihed  by  that  number;  and  as  more  than 
half  thefe  qew-born  children  would  be  alive  at  this 
day,  this  makes  at  leail  500,000  individuals  to  be 
added  to  the  diminution  of  the  living,  without  takings 
into  the  account  that  their  parents  would  have  iiill. 
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continued  for  a  long  time  to  add  to  their  number  of* 
children. 

.  This  only  relates  to  the  births  that  have  not  taken 
place.  As  to  thofe  which  have  followed  their  natural 
cpurfe  during  this  interval,  it  is  a  well-known  faft, 
that  nothing  influences  the  mortality  of  children  in  a 
higher  degree  than  the  mifery  of  their  parents  ;  and 
this  muft  indeed  have  been  very  great  in  France, 
lince  BufFon  informs  us,  *^  that  above  a  quarter  of 
the  new-born  children  die  within  the  firft  eleven 
months  of  their  life,  near  a  third  under  three  years 
of  age,  and  one  half  under  that  of  eight  years  and 
one  month*.'* 

BufFon  however  appears  to  have  committed  an  error 
in  confidering  this  calculation  as  general.  He  applies 
indifcriminately  to  the  whole  human  rape  a  refult 
drawn  from  the  regiiler  of  France,  as  if  the  mortality 
of  children  did  not  vary  in  proportion  to  the  eafe  of 
their  parents'  circumftances,  and  to  the  liberty  of  na- 
tions, or  the  enlightened  juftice  of  their  governors. 
It  was,  in  fa6l,  owing  to  the  extreme  paternal  care  of 
the  Helvetic  governments,  and  the  general  well-being 
of  the  governed,  that  the  Swifs  peafantry  brought  up 
to  the  age  of  puberty  ptecifely  one  third  more  chit- 
dren  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  births  than  the 
peafantry  of  France,  and  that  one  half  of  the  children 
born  arrived  af  the  age  of  forty-one  years^.     - 


*.  See  BufFon's  work  on  the  Chanceii  of  Life  (Des  Probahilités 
de  la  Fie). 

.  f  Though  the  cultivators  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  were  liot  fo  eafy 
in  their  circumftances  as  thofe  of  the  German  part  of  Switzerland, 
yet  the  tables  drawn  up  in  forty-one  pariilies  of  that  diftri6t,  ftate. 
that  of  I  GOO  child rca  667  lived  to- the  age  of  eight  years,  and  500 
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I  leave  to  others  to  calculate  how  much  the  morla* 
Iky  of  children  bom  in  the  inidft  of  famine,  of  re- 
quiiitions,  and  of  fco urges  of  every  kind,  which  have 
fucceffively  opprefled  their  wretched  parents,  muft 
have  increafed  in  France  within  thefe  feven  years, 
particularly  in  the  towns.  No  doubt  we  ought  not 
to  judge  of  this  ftridly  by  the  increafing  number  of 
children  expofed,  or  according  to  their  equally  in- 
creafing mortality,  of  which  I  fpoke  in  my  laft  work  ; 
but  what  a  dreadful  idea  muft  we  not  form,  if  the 
official  regifters  of  the  hofpitals  of  Paris  may  be 
taken  as  a  proof  i  Tiiefe  documents  ftate,  that  of 
3122  orphans  of  the  revolution  brought  to  the 
foundling  hofpital  in  the  year  iv.  no  more  than  215 
were  alive  at  the  end  of  that  year:  fo  that  not 
one  in  fourteen  cfcàped  death.  If  fincc  that  period  nei- 
ther the  publication  of  thefe  regifters,  nor  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  hofpitals  at  MetB  has  been  hazarded, 
this  muft  arife  from  the  mortality  which  has  probably 
made  new  ravages  in  thofe  înftitutions.  At  leaft  I 
draw  that  inference  from  the  language  of  the  bureau 
central,  when  they  denounce  their  retarded  difco*wrjr 
as  a  real  ajffaffination.     And  what  can  be  more  deferv- 


to  that  of  forty-one.  See  the  table  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Socîéti 
économique  of  Berne  for  the  year  1766.  It  is  alfo  found  in  the  works 
of  Doétor  Frice. 

If  the  various  (tates  of  Europe  kept  and  publiflicd  annually  an  ex- 
a^  account  of  their  population,  noting  caréfiilly  in  a  fécond  column  ' 
thp.exaél  âgp  at  which  the  children  die;  »tlkis.. fécond  column  would 
Oxow  the    relative  merit  of  the   governments,   and^the  compara - 

^  live  bappinefs  of  their  fubjedts.     A  fimple  arithmetical  ftatement 
would  then  perhaps  be  more  conclu/ive  than  all  the  arguments  that 

..i^Idifead4uç6d. 
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îng  of  that  name  than  the  fa&s  which  Duffieux  thert 
cxpofed  ? — "  Learn/*  faid  he  to  hi^  coHçagues,  "  that 
here  at  Paris,  and  particularly  within  tlic  laft  two 
months,  an  epidemical  diforder  devaftates  the  found- 
ling hofpital  ;  epidemical  did  I  fay  ?  'tis  a  fcourge  more  ♦ 
horrid  flill — Uis  a  terrific  famine^  that  daily  confumes  and 
devour^  one  half  of  the  innocent  viéfims  there  depofited 
iy  audacious  vicCj  or  unfortunate  virtue*. '** 

By  comparing  all  thefe  melancholy  faâs,  I  infer 
that  the  population  of  France  has  already  diminifhed 
about  one  eighth,  and  that  this  diminution  will  ftill 
le  more  or  lefs  progreflive  till  the  numerical  balance 
between  the  fexes  fliall  be  in  fome  meafure  reftored.  Irt. 
1 797  an  Englifh  traveller  publiflied  in  London  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  population  of  the  fixteen  prin- 
cipal towns  of  France,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
on  the  ifl  of  January  1789  it  amounted  to  1,951,000, 
and  that  on  the  ift  of  July  1796  it  was  reduced  to 
1,397,000.  This  redqdlion  proves  at  once  the  void 
produced  by  deaths  and  the  deficiency  of  births,  and 

*  ♦'  We  cannot,  without  deploring  the  depravation  of  morals^  obferve 
the  number  of  expofed  children  increafing  to  7000  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Seine,  and  to  more  than  44,000  in  the  reft  of  France/' 
•-^Thiis  did  Daubermefnil  exprefs  himfelf  on  the  a4th  September 
1798,  when  he  declared  to  the  Council  that  the  fam  of  3,000,000 
granted  in  the  preceding  year  was  infufficient  for  the  demands  of  the 
-year  vii.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  while  the  reporter  was  thus  de* 
^lorrng  the  increafe  of  this  branch  of  expenditure,  and  of  the  number 
of  children  thrown  upon  the  nation,  he  was  filent  on  the  two  point» 
•moft  eflential  to  be  known,  viz.  the  interval  during  which  tbefe  chil- 
dren were  brought  to  the  hofpitals,  and  the  proportion  of  thofe-wha 
'live  to  thofe  who  die.  The  committee  of  the  Conftituent  Aflembly  ' 
had  calculated  that  formerly  about  one  in  feven  furvived.  If,  fincc 
the  revolution,  thirteen  out  of  fourteen  have  died,  or  even  nine  out 
of.  ten,  the  51,000  expofed  children  now  alive  would  be  the  remain€^ 
of  above  half  a  million  of  births. 
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if  it  18  deduced  froin  authentic  dociimehts,  the  popu-^ 
lation  of  the  great  towns  is  diminifhed  by  nearly  one 
third  :  a  diminution  which,  however,  muft  be  partly:- 
attributed  to  the  immenfe  réduction  in  the  number  of 
hired  fervants.  Probably  the  fmall  towns  have  not 
fufFered  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  and  as  the  popula* 
tion  of  the  country  has  fufFered  ftill  Icfs,  I  am  not 
far  from  believing  that  of  the  towns,  which  amounted 
to  nearly  8,000,000,  to  have  been  diminifhed  by 
nearly  one  fourth,  while  that  of  the  country  may 
have  lofl  only  a  lixteenth,  or  one  million. 

Although  no  Frenchman  has  yet  had  the^  courage 
to  enter  upon  fo  melancholy  a  refearch,  yet  one- indi- 
vidual of  that  nation  has  declared,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  acceffîon  of  territory,  a  deficit  muft  be  ex- 
pe<fted  in  the  population.  ^^  //  has  inconttftahly  dimu 
ni/hedy^  faid  Barbe  Marbois,  on  the  iSth  March 
1797,  "  and  the  internal  confumption  will  be  pro- 
portionably  reduced.  We  muft  therefore  preferve 
the  market  of  the  colonics  ;  otherwife  what  could 
not  be  confumed  would  ceafe^to  be  produced." 

Such  however  was  not  the  language  of  his  col- 
leagues after  his  tranfportation,  or  whenever  the  fubjeâ: 
of  difcuffion  has  been  the  prolongation  of  the  war, 
or  the  extorting  new  fubfidies  from  the  people.  The 
addrefs  of  Bonaparte  to  his  foldiers,  oti  the  14th 
July  1797,  when  he  declared,  ^^  that  they  owed 
their  fervices  to  thirty  miillions  of  Frenchmen,'^  id 
not  yet  forgotten.  Theminifter  of  finances  adopted  a 
calculation  ibmewhat  more  modeft  in  the  memorial 
he  prefented  eighteen  days  after,  in  which  he  propofed 
new  taxes.    He  there  complaiiaed  that  the  produce 
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of  the  poft-offite  had  dimimjkedy  although  ihê  popu- 
lation had  iKckEASEi)  one  eighth.  This  \Va&eftr- 
mating  it  at  about  twenty*  eight  mtUioQs. 

Here  I  eoc^eéled  that  the  exaggeration  6f  the 
French  would  have  flopped^  whdn^  to  my  great  ââo- 
hiâmnent^  M.  de  Galonné  tùok  «p  thé  pen  in  London 
fclely  to  repc'efent  his  countrydien  as  a  nation  hoih 
agricultural  and  warlike,  now  c'ot^tfting  ,  of  thirty- 
THRÎEE  millions  of  i^alntants.  As  he  publifhed  this 
laft  flatiftical  work  in  the  month  of  May  1 798,  and 
fubfequent  to  the  ceffion  of  the  left  bank  of  the* 
Khine^  he  evidently  confiders  it  as  an  eflablifhed  feâ:, 
that  not  only  the  ancient  population  af  France  has 
xtot  been  diminilhed,  but  that  the  additicmal  depart* 
ments^bave  iiicrealbd  it  by  above  eight  raîllions  of 
inhabitants,  that  is,  one  third  more  than  the  Cc^ncils 
pi  Paris*  pretend,  and  aleaofl:  double  «of  what  the 

*  <*  Conqucfts  and  treaties,"  ûiid  Echafiëri&ux  on  tire  i«th  of 
April  1798,  "  have  contributed  to  increafe  the  population  by  more 
jÉbâii  6,000,000  of  iiihabitaftts/* — It  is  oWervable,  that  while  fpeak»- 
ing  of  this  fWr^^  of  the  new,  Echaflleriaux  prudently  pafled  by  the 
dimmutioA  of  the  ^  popukt^n,  and  that  he  was  careful  not  to  fpe* 
jôfyt\vsi  film  total. 

Ir  is  true,  tliat  what  Echafferiaux  did  not  darê  to  hazard,  the  Dîreélory 
îîave  attempted,  by  means  -ai  ihi  Rida^eur^  m^W  knou'n  to  be  their 
official  p^r.  Thif  journ^  has  amplified  Ecliafleriaux's  enumera- 
Vipn,  though  without  going  io  Ur  as  &J.  de  Calonne.  The  following 
is  an  extfaa  from  ah  a^fîrôphe  in  this  dîreôonal  journal,  addi^fTed 
.to  the  kînçs  pf  Europe  ;—"  What  can  you  avail  againft  a  republic 
*ôf /^/V/y-ic(»'nn5U5>ns  of  men?  Hiftory  does  not  record  that  fueh  a 
iCdioCus.'cvér  yét  ^ciftftèB.  .  'Make  hafte  then  to  retire  from  its  flrides  ; 
otherwifé  your  thnmes  will  be  broken  to  pieces  like  crumbling  clay 
^l5eneaéh4ts  gjgantic-fteps." 

^  ;But  it  appears  dûs  new.  title  of  Coioffi/sS^^  ne»t  fo  much:  adapted 
'to  make  the  kings  retire  from  its  firié/es  as  to  lead  the  people-king 
into  Egyjpt.  for  precifdy  at'that  time  the  expédition  of  the  Nile 
.was ready  to  (ail,  and  the  onifors  of  both  parties  confidering  Bo- 
'  n'aparte'^s  fleet  as  invincible,  no  longer  made  a  inyftery  of  its  being 
deitinedfor^-^*  the  grand  ehterj^rife  of  rtgefkrMng  a<ountry  which 
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bcft  geojgrapfiew,  as,  forinflance,  Randel  andBuf^ 
chliig,  nffign  tel  the  incorporated  provinces,  înoluding 
Geneva,  Mulhaufen,  and  all  the  new  departments 
of  Cotc^Vra',  Ithaca,  and  the  -/Egaean  fea. 

Had  the  Frcrich'cbnfined  themlblres  to  aflbrting/ 
that  the  deficit  df  tfeeir  population  is  at  leaft  compen-* 
fated  bjrthat  of  the  conquered  or  incorporated  coun*' 
tries,  as  T' believe  ftof*  be  arithmetically  true,  î  fhouW* 
havè'dbnWnedmylHf  te  reminding  them,  that  thelfef 
contjucfts,  even'  Aippofin^  them  to  be  retained,  will- 
not  reftot^c'ttt  ancîéttif'Fpânee  the  men  ftie  has  facri* 
ficed  to  her  aggrandîaètftétit,  that  the  military 
requifitions  have  ffi^flfed  'with  at  leaft  an  equal 
weight  on  the  Hew  te#it6rte*|  aftd  that,  haviïig  fuf-' 
fered  ai  deftrùâïôn  oî  eftrir  >'ttlalés  proportionate  to 
that  in  France'*,  they  are '.'coiideriined  to  all  the 
caufcs  of  future  depôpulatioii  we  haye^  juft  been  enii^ 
merating.  .  ^      ■  •     ♦  :  •  ♦ 

It  is  not  enough  to  have  pointed  out  thefc  caufes. 
An  impartial  mind  ought  tp  explore  everj^  contrary' 


wa3  thç  firft  fcaj  of  civilization,  to  reftqre  to  their  ancient  birth-place 
r  the  fciences,  the  arts,  and  the  înduÛry  of  man;  and  to  lay  a  fomd- 
atiqn  for  f  ."^w  Thebfs  or  a  new  ]VJpmphis^  for  future  ages  to  com- 
plete."—Thus  did  Echafleriaux  exfMiefs  himfelf  while  preaching  this 
cruiade  in  Egypt,  an^o^ptûroufly  vaunting  the  exuhtranct  of  the  re- 
fmrces  poffeflecf  l^y  the  republic  with  which  to  fly  to  that  conquefl. 
£ut4t  muil  be  obferved  that  the  fame  orator,  who  now  talks  but  of 
conquefl,  athd  Xkit  fuper abundant  population  of  Francicy  (kid  two  years 
ago — "  All  great  empires  are  ultunatelv  deftroyed,  or  end  in  deftroy- 
iiig  themfèlvçs.  Lewis  XI V.  at  length  fubdueii  and  forced  to.aban- 
clon  his  projects,  Wjept  over  his  triumphs.  Great  conquers  are  followed . 
Ifj  great  reverfes,^^ 

^  As  they  have  already  been  mentioned  in  the  dateroent  given 
above,^  it  would  be  /uperfiuous  to  repeat  them  here  ;  but  we  muft 
add  tli  prefent  and  ftiture  deficiency  of  births, 

*      ■•    '  c  z 
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tendency  which  lOay  mort  en:  lefs  counterbalance  their 
effeéls  ;  and  examine  whether  the. revolution  does  not , 
of  itfclf  produce  fome  means  of  reparation» 

In  this  view  I  confider  the  increafe  of  ialaries,  if 
we  may  fuppofe,  that  h  likely  to  continue  as  long  as 
the  fcarcity  of  hands.  The  condition  of  journeymen 
being  thereby  conliderably  nieliorated^  fhquld  that 
clafs  of  men  adopt  habits  of  economy^  it  may  be  ex- 
pelled marriage^  will  become  more  numerous  apiong, 
them,  and  childrei;!  be  better  fed  zu/i  taken  care  of. 

Some  hopes  feem  alfo  to  bé  founded  on  the  liberty 
to  marry  granted  to  catholic  priefis.  Even  had  they 
not  been  maifacredand  traniported,  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  flill  attached  to 
the  religion  of  their  anceftoiB^  wilj,  eledt  and  pay  fa- 
laries to  paflors,  who,  by,n>arryif9g,  fet  an  example 
of  it§  violation  in  their  own  çonduâ.  As  to  the  abo- 
lition of  monafteries,  the  number  of  individuals  who 
for  the  laft  twenty  years  have  devoted  themfelves  to  a 
monailic  life,  is  fo  fejall  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  a  mo-* 
ment's  conlideration  in  regard  to  the  reprodudion  of 
the.fpecies.  ... 

The  great  reduction  in  the  number,  of  domeftics  in 
the  towns  of  France  will  be  more  favourable  to  popu«i 
lation  ;  this  clafs  coniifted  chiefly  of  fingle  perfohs, 
who  in  future  will  continue  in  the  country,  and  em- 
brace a  married  life. 

But  a  caufe  very  dilterent  in  its  nature  may  in  fome 
meafure  accelerate  therepeopling  of  France — I  mean 
its  prefent  depopulation.  Nor  let  this  be  confidered 
as  a  paradox  ;  for  it  is  a  certain  fa6l,lhat  every  great 
and  ludden  defirudtion  of  the  human  race^  operates^ 
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•în  fome  meafure,  as  a  bounty  for  reproduction  on  the 
individuals  who  furvîve.  There  being  then  a  greater 
facility  of  fubfiftehce,  many  perfons  marry  who 
would  not  otherwife,  and  therefdre  a  greater  number 
of  children  are  born  to  fill  op  the"  void.  Thus,  in  like . 
circumftances,  a  population  of  twenty-two  millions, 
placed  on' an  extent  of  country  which  had  a  little 
while  before  fupported  twenty-five,  will  much  Iboner 
add  one  eighth  to  its  number  than  could  have  taken 
place  without  that  previous  reduélion.  It  is  thus 
alone,  we  can  account  for  the  reparation  within  two 
or  three  generations,  of  extraordinary  mortalities 
produced  in  civilized  countries  by  the  plague  and 
other  caufes.  How  is  it  poffible  to  explain  the  rapid 
population  of  North  America,  unlefs  by  the  great  de- 
mand for  men  j  the  vaft  number  of  new  fettlemcrïts 
that  folicit  the  choice  of  thofe  who  arrive  at  the  age 
of  virility  ;  and,  above  all,  a  conftitution  which  gives 
room  for  the  developement  of  their  faculties,  and  fe- 
cures  an  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  the  firuits  of  their 
labours  ?  Thefc  three  caufes  have  always  more  or  left 
prevailed  in  çvery  country  where  returning  order  and 
peace  have  fucceeded  fome  great  national  calamity  ; 
as,  fdr  inftance,  in  France,  after  the  deftrudive  reign 
of  Lewis  XIV.  ;  and  in  Pruflia,  after  the  feven  years 
war.  If,  when  the  population  is  once  diminifhed,  the 
caufes  here  enumerated  did  not  operate  to  reftore  it,  . 
it  would  ftill  have  continued  to  decline  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  countries  exhaufted  by  deipotifm  ;  as 
in  Spain,  Greece,  Sicily,  Afia  Minor,  &c. 

But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves.     This  caufe  of 
repopulation  thus  aflbciated  with  depopulation  itfclf, 

c  3 
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ivecefiarily  prefuppores  a  Aateof  profound  peace,  and 
the  exiâence  of  fecial  order  fufficient  to  prx>ted  and  en- 
courage this  increafe  of  induflry  andreppoduétionin  a 
people  who  have  latdy  emeigcd  from  a  long  fucceffion 
of  mifcr^.  Were  wflrto  liften  tofome  Frenchmen,  par- 
tkularl  j:  tbofe  who  affert  that  the  .great  blank  ia  their 
population  will  bie  Ipeedily  and  infallibly  filled  up, 
we  Ihould  believe  that  hiftory  has  never  prefented  tlie 
phdnomenan  of  an  enli^itened  nation  returning  to 
barbarifm^  of  rich  countries  finking  into  the  lowefl: 
flate  of  poverty,  or  of  fertile  territories  reduced  to 
fierility.  If  the  once  luxuriant  coafts  of  Africa  now 
!exhibit  but  a  barren  i^brt  ;  if  a  few  fcattered  huts 
X)CGUpylhe  fpot  once  covered  by  the  proud  and  popu* 
lous  city  of  Carthage  ;  if  the  âock  of  the  human 
race  has  there  almofi  entirely  withered  away  ;  is  it  not 
,  bëcaufe  k  has  ceafed  to  be  duaained  and  nauriihed  by 
anenKghtçned  and  prote^^ing  government  î  Is  it  iK>t 
bçcaufe  an  ignorant  and  vexatibus  de^otifm  has 
^adually  dellroyed  all  the  germs  of  Tcvivification  ? 
Now  as  ,popular  defpotifm  is  far  more  ^eftrudlive 
•than  that  of  an  individual,  it  is.  neceflary  France 
ihould  chain  up  the  monfier^  and  attain,  under  what- 
foever  form,  a  temperate  government,  before  the  repro- 
ducftion  of  the  fpecies  can  proceed  with  the.increafed 
energy  here  fpoken  of.  It  will  alfo  be  confiderably 
delayed  by  one  circumftance  peculiar  to  the  ravages 
of  the  revolution,  viz.  that  thefe  have  not,  like  the 
-plague,  fallen  indifcriminajtely  on  all  ^ges,  and  or^ 
both  fexes.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  deflroyed 
the  proportions  eftabliflied  by  Nature,  by  carrying  off 
.  pply  men  who.  {ia,d  arrived  at  the  age  of  virility  ;  fp 
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that  it  is  highly  probable  there  are:  now  aidiong  the 
fingle,  three  marriajgeable  ^oxaen  to  one  male  adult. 
Poffibly,  like  the  legiflatorrs  of  Athens^  thofe  of  France 
propoiè  to  remedy  this  temporary  diforder  by  poly- 
gamy ;  and  it  is  perhaps  to  prepare  the  minds  of  men 
for  fuch  a  change,  that  they  have  cauied  this  idea 
to  be  thrown  out  in  the  fenatc  of  tlwî  Cifalpine  rcr 
public*. 

Whatever  meafuies  they  purfue,  I  will  venture  to 
predid  that  the  population  of  France  can  only  be 
reftored  to  its  tocient  level  under  the  proteâion  of  a 
legitimate  government,  at  once  refolved  to  refpeft 
property,  apd  capable  of  defending  it  ;  and  who  arc 
interjciied  in  maintaining  tranquillity  within  and 
peace  withcut.  What  if  th^  fword  of  the  revolutioû 
fliould  Jftill  bç  wielded  through  many  fuccceding  years  ? 
At  a  period  when  no  conjeûure  can  be  formed  of  the 
time  when  the  French  will  rellore  it  to  the  fcabbard, 
may  we  not  exclaim  with  the  poet  of  the  civil  wars 
of  Home — 

Haeifacient  dextrse,  quidquid  nwi  expleat  aetas 
UUa,  nee  huroaiium  xeparet  genus  omnibus  annis, 


*  See  the  articfe  Mian  m  the  Moniteur  of  the  i6th  April  179S, 
No.  ^07,  whwe  the  following  motion  is  faid  to  have  been  made  by 
Campagnoni — *•  Thç  inftitution  of  polygamy  owes  not  its  birth  to 
the  country  we  inhabit  ;  but  it  may  become,  if  not  generally,  at 
leaû  indivtdu4iUy  ijieceffkry,  A  law  that  ihould  profcribe  it  would  be 
^fiphifm.  Marriage  is  holy,  not  on  account  of  any  fymbolical  fenfe 
afcrilied  to  it  by  theologians,  but  becaufe  its  true  objeét  is  to  perpe- 
tuate  the  îiy^^  work  of  creative  power,  and  render  the.  human  race 
immortal."  , 

Such  are  tl^  advances  in  legiflation  already  made  by  thofe  political 
families  ivhofe  birOi  is  one  of  the  moft  aftonijking  phenomena  (f  our  a^e. 
Thus  did  the  Prefident  of  the  French  Diredory  exprefs  himfelf  widi 
regard  to  them  a  few'days  after  this  motion. 

■         c  4 
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Vt  vacet  à  iSerro  :  geiites  Man  i&c  futuras 
Obruet,  ct  populos  aevi  venientis  in  orbem 
Erepto  natale  feret.    Tuncomne  ladnum 
Fabula  nomen  erit.  L  v  c  a  K. 

Will  it  be  believed  that  feveral  French  repul^icans 
difcover  fure  means  of  repopulation  in  the  agrarian 
law,  which  has  parcelled  out  the  great  landed  cftates  ? 
They  pretend  that  farmers,  becoming  henceforward 
proprietors,  and  therefore  being  now  in  eafy  circum- 
ilances,  will  have  a  greater  number  of  children,  and 
more  abundant  means  of  nurturing  them  with  care. 
I  might  conteft  the  premifes,  were  it  not  fufficient  to 
bbferve,  that  the  influence  drawn  from  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  fecurity  with  which  thefe  pretended  ^ 
proprietors  can  reap  the  produce  of  their  ufurped  pof- 
feffions,  which  prefuppofes  that  this  grand  ufurpation 
ioaay  be  eftabliflied  and  perpetuated  without  a  conti- 
iiiial  Hate  of  civil  war  ;  a  fuppofition,  in  my  opi- 
iiion,  wholly  inadmiffible.  So  early  as  1797,  a  con- 
liderable  number  of  thefe  pretended  proprietors  began 
to  be  in  want,  and  exprefled  a  wifh  to  reftore  their 
fhare  of  the  national  plunder.  If  any  there  are  who 
ftill  flatter  themfelves  peacefully  to  enjoy  it,  let  them 
take  a  view  of  Ireland,  and  trace  to  their  fource  the 
troubles  that  have  for  ages  diftrafted  that  country. 
Let  them  perufe  the  hiflory  of  the  confifcations  that 
have  there  taken  place,  or  rather  let  them  behold  their 
deftru6live  effets  in  the  penal  code  with  which  it  be- 
came neceflary  to  entrench  them.  In  vain,  under  the 
prefent  king,  have  thefe  laws,  which  ferved  as  their 
defence,  been  fuccelïîvely  repealed.  In  vain  has  a 
juft  and  a  firm  government  endeavoured  to  mc^^rate 
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the  condition  of  the  Catholics,  and  regain  their  atkn-- 
ated  afFedions.  In  vain  has  it  attempted  gradually 
to  prepare  them  for  that  political  liberty  of  tvhich  it 
was  once  neceflary  to  deprive  them.  Nothing  would 
fatisfy  them  ;  and  many  ages  of  poffeffion  have  ncU 
ther  raifed  the  value  of  land  in  that  country  to  its  na- 
tural level*,  given  full  fecurity  to  the  defcendants  of 
fliofe  who  firft  acquired  them,  nor  robbed  the  repr&r 
Icntatives  of  the  ejeâed  families  of  their  hopes  of  je- 
covering,  fword  in  hand,  the  poffeffion  of  the  eftates 
which  they  have  been  told  once  belonged  to  their  an^ 
ceftors.  The  late  atrocious  infurre6lioh,  being  unac- 
companied by  any  manifefto  whatever,  is  a  proof 
they  have  no  real  grievances  to  urge  againft  the  prc- 
fent  government  ;  and  yet  they  have  endeavoured,  to 
overturn  it  by  committing  innumerable  crimes,  and 
have  facrificed  more  than  30,000  men.  What  an  in- 
ilruftive  leffon  for  the  people,  of  France  !  What  a 
profpecl  prefents  itfelf  to  them,  Ihould  they  not  ic- 
ilore  the  confiCcated  lands  before  long  poffeffion  fhall 
have  rendered  the.  remedy  worfc  than  the  difeafe  1  * 

But  while  we  place  in  the  oppofite  fcale  this  caule 
o{  political  diftra<5ion,  we  muft  alfo  add  certain  moral 
caufes,  which  will  inevitably  more  pr  Jefs  preveat 
marriages.  I  allude,  among  others,  to  the  inflitution 
of  divorces^  on  account  of  the  incompatibility  of  tem- 
pers-, an  inftitution-which,  if  we  may  believe  Delle- 
yille,  has  introduced  into  France  a  traffic  in  humaft 
Jlejh.     On  the    loth  January  1797,  the  committee 


*  The  value  of  land  in  Irelknd,  even  of  that  which,  has  never  been 
^confifcated,  has  almoft  always  been  paç  tiftrd  lefs  ia  proportion  to 
its  rent  than  in  Scotland  or  England. 
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appointed  to  make  a  report  on  this  fubjcâ,  thus  cx- 
preffed  themfelves  by  their  chairpian,  Favart  : — *'  Yoa 
vrould  fliudder  were  I  to  prefent  a  iaithful  piâUre  of 
the  viélims  that  libertiniim  and  cupidity  have  facri*- 
ficed  in  the  name  of  a  law,  whole  fok  objeâ.  was  to 
render  marriages  more  happy  and  rcfpeâabJe,  by 
giving  more  liberty  to  the  married." — ^The  fame  re- 
porter added,  that  tnore-  than  4winty  ihoufand  marriages 
ewed  their  dijfolution  to  this  law. 

But  its  efFedls,  perhaps,  on  population,  ought  ra^ 
ther  tobe  appreciated  by  the  number  of  marriages 
it  h^s  prevented,  than  by  thofe  it  has  diflblved.  I 
appeal  to  what  the  Deputy  Bonnières  fays  of  parents 
whorefufe  to  give  their  daughters  to  young  men, 
though  deeply  enamoured  of  them  :  **  They  dread 
fpeedily  to  fee  their  child  deferted  and  returnijiîg  to  her 
paternal  roof,  ftxipped  of  her  innocence,  robbed  of  her 
charms,  a  wife  wijthout  a  hufband,  may  I  not  almo^ 
ifiy  without  hoaour  ?  No,  certainly  ;  for  ihe  has  fuf- 
icred  no  fVab.  Yet  who  can  compare  her  condition 
with  that  of  her  who  has  not  yet  quitjted  the  paternal 
manfion  ?'^* 

Some  mcm^ber  attempted  to  defend  this  i«&itution 
by  faying,  ■**  Do  you  forget  that  the  law  which  is 
this  day  attacked,  was  prepared  in  the  wife  ^and  eiP: 
Ughtemd  difcuffions  of  the  Conjlitiient  AfftmUy^  where 
the  neceiRty  of  divorces  in  a  free  flate  was  acknow- 
ledged ^" — H^pily,  one  of  the  original  fupporters  of 
the  law  liaving  .candidly  confefied  that  it  was  nO[t 
'  adapted  to  the  French  nation,  and  th^t  it  had  j^(^- 
Jomd  their  viorals,  and  iutroduced  anarchy  into  marriages, 
ii^was  refolved  tp  inodifjr  it  bjr  decreeing,  that  the 
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public  officers  fhouid  riot  pronounce  a  divorce  for  hi« 
compatibility  of  temper,  till  fix  months  after  the  laft 
.of  the  three  aéts  of  mn-/:onciliatitm. 

This  barrier  will,  however,  evidently  be^n&fiicient 
while  other  laws  are  (ufFercdto  remain,  whofe  iblc  ob- 
jê6l  feems  to  be  the  multiplication  of  divorces,  or  at 
leafl:  of  thofe  connexions  which  muft  almoft  inevi- 
tably produce  them.  Such,  for  inftance,  is  the  law 
which  permits  orphans  to  marry  during  their  minority 
without  confent  of  their  guardians.  Not  but  that 
they  are  obliged  to  confult  a  kind  oî  family  tribunûii 
the  latter,  bo  wever,  would  in  vain  refufe  theif  confent; 
for  if  the  minor  has  complin  with  the  required  form, 
the  marriage  is  valid.  IJenceit  is  eafy  to  conceive  that 
innumerable  difgraceful  or  ill-aiForted  unions  hav« 
taken  place,  v^hich  bear  a  much  nearer  refemblanqe 
to  concubinage  than  to  marriage. 

We  muft  appeal  to  travellers  who  have  refided  in 
the  great  towns  of  France,  if  tve  would  learn  to  what 
a  degree  the  facility  of  this  kind  of  union,  and  of 
divorces,  has  deftroyed  the  ideas  of  modefty  in  women, 
relaxed  the  bonds  of  marriajgfe,  and  thrown  into  con- 
fi^on  aJl  civil,  moral,  and  religious  opinions,  with 
which  that  inftitution  was  formerly  interwoven;  Of 
*hi$  we  may  however  form  fome  idea  by  what  pafled 
in  the  debates  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred- 
*^  ji  memher.  A  citizen  married  the  fifter  of  his 
former  wife.  He  is  now  a  widower',  and  as  he  cannot 
'bear  to  feparate  hirâfelf  from  the  family,  he  petitions 
for  learve  to  marry  his  mother-in-IawJ'* 

The  Moniteur  of  the  27th  December  179^5,  froni 
l??hich  I  h%ve  cxtméked  this  motion,»  only  adds,  that 
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the  Council  pajjed  to  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and  the  edi- 
tors have  had  the  delicacy  not  to  mention  the  name 
of  the  member  who  prefented  this  inceftuous  petition  ♦• 
Can  it  be  believed  that  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  a 7th 
of  January   1797,.  a  flill  more  difgufting- incident 


♦  Neither  this  member  nor  the  petitioner  however  incurred  any 
ri&,  iince  the  republican  code  does  not  tank  incefi  among  crimes. 
The  lall  journals  inform  us  that  the  Tribunal  of  Appeal  {or  cajjfatm) 
lias  annulled  a  fentence  pronounced  againfl  one  Mérignon  a  publican, 
aod  h»  daughter^  for  inceftuous  commerce^  allegiog,  that  the  legiflaturc 
has  not  provided  againft  the  crime  of  incest,  and  that  //  is  not  clajfed 
MM  the  penal  code. 

That  of  rapes  has  been  provided  againft  and  claded  :  but  the  Mq« 
niteur  of  9th  July  1798,  affords  an  example  of  the  puniihment 
by  which  it  is  reprofled  :  '*  The  council  of  war  of  the  17th.  military 
divifion  has  condemned  to  two  years  clofe  imprifonment  one  Petrinot, 
a  veteran  invalicl,  aged  fixty-three  years,  for  having  kidnapped  and 
\klated  a  little  girl  aged  tJireejears  and  a  half.** 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  fame  penal  code  in  which 
ince/f  IS  not  clafîêd,  and  where  the  kidnapping  and  violating  an  infant 
are  only  punilhed  with  two  years  imprilonmcnt,  condemns  to  fovr 
years  imprifonment  every  one  who  fiiall  pull  down  or  mutilate,  or 
A TTE M? T  /o  putl  dovm  OT  MUTILAT E«  any  tree  of  liierty-l — Under 
the  aufpicçs  of  fuch  a  legiflation  wç  ought  not  tp  wonder  at  the  dread- 
ful progrefs  of  depravity  :  and  yet  the  laft  Paris  papers  give  a  new  in- 
ftance,  fiill  more  difgufting,  on  account  of  the  effrantery  of  the  legifl^- 
tors  than  of  the  immodefty  of  the  women  denounced.  On  the  day 
previous  to  the  hearing  of  a  caufe,  of  which  thefubje^  was-obfctne, 
the  tribunal  of  the  Seine  thought  it  their  duty,  through  rpfjpéH  to  tJye 
public  morals^  to  apply  to  the  legiflative  body  for  authority  to  try  thefe 
caufes  privately,  and  complained  a  fécond  time  that  women  came  in 
crowds  to  hear  them. 

But  what  was  the  anfwer  of  the  legiflators  ?  The  order  of  tjie  day  ; 
•'  becaufe  the  granting  fuch  an  authority  would  be  contrary  to  the 
eonfUtutinn,^*  Çiîch  is  the  mode  in  which  they  afFe6l  religiwfliy  to  rc- 
fpeél  the  forms  i nil ituted  for  the  proteftion  of  criminal  ji^^ice,  white 
thefe  very  men  had>  a  month  befçre,  authorized ,  the  Direftory  to 
deftroy  the  pannels  of  juries,  to  difplace  half  the  judges,,  and  to  fub- 
ftitute  military  commiffions  ! 

In  England,  although  all  trials  are  publiftied,  qo  judge  hefitates  to 
order  women  to  withdraw  when  fuch  caufes  come  on.  •  Yet  I  never 
heard  that  the  Englifli,  who  are  juftl'y  reprefented  as  yttf  jealous  of 
tl>eir  liberty^  ever  imagined  it  could  be  infringed  by  an  attention  to 
public  decorum.  But  woe  to  thé  judge  who  fhould  there  difmifs  a 
jury,  and  tell  them  that  hç  ç^  çry  a  caufe  a?  well  without  thcLç  ^- 
fiftaoce  ! 
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appeared?  Lecobtrc  aflêrted,  that  ^*  among  the  peti- 
tioners agaiofi  divorces,  were  feveral  unfortunate  wo- 
men^  from  whom  revolutioniûs  had^  by  means  of 
terror,  extorted  their  confent.  Of  the  latter  he  in- 
ftanced  one,  who  having/^wJ  the  condemnation  of 
a  citizen,  made  propofals  to  his  daughter,  and  forced 
her  to  marry  him  by  promifing  to  fave  the  life  of  her 
father.  This  miferable  female  accepted  his  ofier,  and 
took  to  her  bed  the  executioner  of  her  father.  Will  you 
decree,"  faid  Lecointre,  "  that  fuch  bonds  ihall  be 
indiffoluble  ?" 

The  French  revolution  has  thrown  into  confufioii 
the  laws. regarding  individual  families,  no  lefs  than 
that  of  the  great  family  of  the  ftate.  Nor  is  this  all. 
To  complete  their  work,^  they  have,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  fapped  paternal  authority,  by  retrenching 
four  years  from  the  minority  of  children  during  the 
life  of  parents  ;  by  depriving  the  latter  of  the  double 
power  of  rewarding  in  their  wills  the  filial  care  and' 
aâeâion  of  their  children,  or  punifhing  a  bad  fon 
with  difinheritancc*  ;  by  permitting  illegitimate  chil- 


*  The  decree  of  the  7th  March  1793  aboliftied  the  power  of 
parents  to  dîftrîbute  their  property  to  their  heirs  in  a  dire£b  line,  and 
gave  to  all  the  children  an  equal  right  of  inheritance  in  their 
OTefts,  A  fubfequent  decree  gave  parents  a  power  to  difpofe  of  one 
tenth  of  their  fortune.  But  another  gave  illegitimate  children  a 
right,  in  certain  cafes,  to  claim  a  third  part  of  the  inheritance.  Such 
is  the  new  fyftenj  of  jurifprudence,  by  the  aid  of  which  the  prefent 
legiflators  boaft  of  having  reftored  Nattqre  to  her  firft  rights^  and  de* 
Jlro^cd  the  terrific  ColoJJi  rf  Fortune,  Time  will  Ihow  whether  they 
have  deftrôyed  the  truly  terrific  ColoiTus  of  Immorality,  and  whether 
the  number  of  legitimate  children  will  not  diminifh  in  proportion  as 
matrimony  and  parents  are  robbed  of  their /»^  rights. 

With  the  French  it  is  never  long  before  the  revelations  of  expe- 
rience unfold  themfelves.  On  (he  9th  July  1 798,  Le  Noir  là  Roche 
proppfed  to  haftcn  the  modification  oi  tlie  laws,  under  which  haftards^ 
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dren  to  ftare  the  mheritancc  with  the  legitimate,^ 
and  by  continually  repeating  that  even  the  latter  do 

not  belong  to  their  parents*. 


now  called  children  bwrn  <kut  of^  marriage^  have  become  copartners  in 
inheritances.  '  He  acknowledged  thefc  laws  werft  defeHhoe\  and 
fome  days  after  Girod  declared»  without  difgmifc,  that  they  prevent 
a  great  number  of  marriages,  and  occafion  many  divorces  :  "  Wheii. 
a  Father,"  faid  he,  '*  marries  his  daughter,  he  gives  her  to  4  man 
xuhofe  fubfiftence  appears  fecure,  and  who  promifes  fucb  to  his  wife 
and  children  ;  but  diforder  and  mifery  are  now  fuddenly  introduced 
into  thb  hitherto  happy  family.  Strange  childrea  claim  a  place  in 
the  paternal  manfion,  and  the  otfspriiig  of  obfcurc  intrigues  difpute 
their  (hare  with  the  legitimate  ifîue  of  connubial  love.  No  mother, 
no  wife,  caii  endure  fuch  a  mixture  ;  fee  will  in^hiedjately  load  with 
reproaches  the  man  who  has  thus  deceived  her,  who,  when  he  foli* 
cited  her  hand,  had  promifed  to  be  a  fether  to  none  but  the  children 
he  fhould  have  by  her.  No  woman  will  now  leave  in  her  hufband's 
feraiiy  that  property  which  may  perhaps  bedeftined  to  fwell  the  portions 
of  the  chiwren  of  another.  Hence  die  nuptial  bed  is  deferred, ^it;orrtf 
(X)mes  in,  and  the  affliéled  huiband  can  only  accufe  the  law  of  that 
which  deftroys  the  happinefs  both  of  himfelf  and  of  his  family.  But  this 
is  not  all.  If  weli-afTorted  marriages  are  to  be  diflblved  after  confqnima* 
tiofi,  thofe  which  would  otherwife  have  taken  place  will  htfufpended. 
Ever}'  fether  will  (h udder  at  the  profpeft  of  the  evils  here  enume- 
rated. He  will  flirink  from  oonfigning  his  daughter  and  his  grand- 
children to  the  dangers  of  fuch  heart-rendiug  dîfcwertes.  Since  the 
law  of  the  12th  Brumaire,  he  will  fay,  ifraiige  children  are  in* 
troduced  into  families  who  had  no  fufpkion  of  their  exiilence. 
What  fecurity  have  I  that  my  daughter  ana  her  children  will  not  be- 
come  the  vi^ims  of  this  law  ?" — Girod  concluded  by  a  motion,  that 
children  born  out  of  man'iage  IhoUld  take  a  part,  hut  mt  an  equal 
Jkare^  with  the  legitimate  offspring. 

Another  member  feconded  the  motion — becaufe  "  the  interefis  of. 
,  iBorality  require  that  particular  favours  and  privilèges  fhoukl  Jbe  ^• 
liexed  to  the  man'iage  ftate.'*  And  although  they  dared  not  re-fCla-v 
blifli  thefe  pri'vileges  ;  yet  the  two  fpeeches  here  quoted  prove,  that 
in  the  Councils  themfelves  thofe  very  republican  lait:s  are  openly  ac^ 
cvft:d  as  the  caufcs  of  domef^ic  mi/eiyy  wlûch  other  orators  have 
raunted  as  bequeathing  to.Fnuice  the  moftfuHime  of  political  tonftitu^ 
inns.        '  .  •  . 

*  More  than  a  year  ago  the  Deputy  Béranger  complained  of  a 
prejudice  generally  adopted  throughout  France^  namely,  that  children  he» 
long  to  tfieir  parents.  Such  was  the  error  which  to  him  appeared 
'Cery  fatal  in  political  economy^  and  againft  wiiich  he  declaimed  with  fo 
riuich  eloquence,  that  he  was  inim^iateiy  added  to  the  committee  9f 
jmblic  inllru<flion  ;  a  comnittee  wlitch  i^s  been  long  deliber^tk^  on 
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Let  it  not  be  imagined  that  thefe  are  empty  decla- 
mationS)  loft  and  forgotten  within  the  walls  of  the 
Councils,  whd  hear  them  with  applaufe*  One  of  the 
laft  papers  from  Paria  informs  us  of  their  alarming  ef- 
fets, "  Parricide  ^mong  the  ancients  wasib  odious, 
and  fo  ratfe,  that  on  that  crime  their  penal  cede  was 
filent*  Even  in  our  own  times  it  has  %een  deliberated 
ift  th^  Conftituent  Aflembly,  whether  any  punifhment 
Ihould  be  annexed  to  it.  And  wiihtn  four  months  ^lo 
lefs  than  srx  parricides  have  re-echoed  through  the 
tribunal  of  ûj^peal^T 

Tliis  picture  of  the  alteration  in  domeflic  morals^ 
is  the  more  properly  introduced  here,  as  it  proves 
tbat  while  the  pretended  Solons  of  France  have  been 
draining  the  channels  of  political  riches,  they  have, 
as  it  were,  ftudied  to  corrupt  the  principal  fources  of 
morality  and  individual  happinefs  ;  that  they  have 
brought  into  aâion  all  the  various  caufes  of  depopu- 


the  means  of  tearing  children  from  their  parents.  If  they  have  not 
hitherto  been  able  to  determine  thdr  plan,  it  is  owing  to  the  impo- 
verifhed  (late  of  the  finances,  which  does  not  admit  of  organizing 
/chools  of  Mars, 

*  This  fa<ft.is  extra£^ed  from  the  Jmi  des  Loix  of  the  20th  Augiift 
Î  798  ;  and  the  Moniteur  of  the  5th  Oétober  following  ftates  ano- 
ther no  lefs  horrid.  It  is  contained. in  a  letter  from  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  the  department  of  the  Var,  who  write  to  the  minifter  of 
juftice^  *'  That  one  Hugues,  a  man  'of  property  and  affluence, 
has  cut  the  throats  of  his  three  children;  and  that  the  juftice 
of  peace  havieg  found  thcmonfter  ûtting  at  his  ealie  under  a  fig-tree, 
and  aiking  him  who  killed  them,  he  anfwered,  *  /  ^/V.'— *  And  why 

*  did  you  commit  thataé^  V — '  Through  «ft  motive  of  intereft.     I  have 

*  property  enough  :  hut  JInce  my  children  canmft  obtain  faJvation  becau/e 

*  there  are  nopriejts^  I  have  killed  tliem^  that  they  might  go  to  heaven*,^* — 
-Thus,  while  fons,  rendered  unnatural  and  cruel  by  the  revolution^ 

murder  their  faxhers  to  get  pofleffion  of  their  property,  fathers,  alien-  ' 
ated  by  misfortune,  and  become  fanatics  through  religinus-  perfecu- 
tions,  kill  their  ofFsprirtg  with  their  own  hands,  to  iave  them  from 
the  career  of  calamities  and  crimes  tna  tlies  before  them  ! 
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latîoir;  that  they  have  negleéled  no  mtans  id  their 
power  that  could  accelerate  it  ;  and  that  UjiouU/eem, 
as  Portalis  obferved,  that,  to  form  the  citizen,  it  is  re^ 
fuifite  to  deftrqy  the  titan;  or  that,  to  eftablijk  the  reptb^ 
Of,  the  voice  of  nature  muft  be  extingmjkéd. 

They  will  anfwer,  perhaps,  that  we  muft  not  judge 
of  the  inftitution  of  divorce  by  its  immediate  efFeâs, 
Doubtlefs,  they  will  add,  that  if  it  has  diflblved  a 
great  number  of  marriages,  and  if  the  war  has  pre- 
vented fo  many  from  taking  place,  it  has  given  birth 
to  a  vaft  numbei:,  formed  in  order  to  avoid  the  levies,, 
from  which  the  legiflature  has  had  the  wifdom  to 
exempt  married  men  *.  But  without  obferving  that 
this  exemption  is  now  repealed,  or  that  thefé  mar- 
riages would  probably  have  taken  place,  even  had 
they  neither  been  haftened  nor  forced,  will  they  re- 
flôre  to  life  the .  two  millions  and  a  half  who  have 
fellen  by  a  premature  death,  and  who,  having  at-» 

*  Thjey  might  with  equal  juflice  urge  the  inftitution  of  a  new 
ipecîes  oi  republican  marriages^  r^'\î\ch.  are  very  numerous,  if  we  may 
credit  the  account  of  one  who  declares  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of 
them*  at  Nanci  and  at  Metz.  Whenever  the  army  retired  to  winter- 
quarters,  many  of  the  foldiers  contracted  marriages  under  a  previous 
agreement  to  be  divorced  when  they  left  their  cantonments.  To 
learn  the  efFeds  of  this  legal  proftitution,  with  relation  to  the  multi- 
plication of  the  fpecies,  coniult  the  accounts  of  the  foundling  hof- 
pital  at  Metz  in  my  laft  work,  p.  1 76. 

Nearly  the  fame  circumftance  attended  the  marriages  contraâed 
to  avoid  the  military  levies  ;  for  in  the  fitting  of  the  i6th  Auguft, 
when  every  citizen  not  married  previous  to  the  12th  January  1798, 
was  fubje6ted  to  the  new  confcrîptîon,  the  reporter,  Delbret,  ob- 
ferved, "  That  if  the  prlvlhge  enjoyed  by  married  men  were  con- 
tinued, young  men  would  marry  their  maid-fervants^  and  then  avail 
them/elves  of  the  Iffto  of  divorce  ;  that  the  number  of  marriages  of 
this  kind  was  fingularly  iticreafed^  and  that  fuch  a  violation  of  mo- 
rality ought  not  «to  be  favoured  and  encouraged."  This  was 
tliought  a  fufficient  pretext  for  violating  the  promife  made  to  the 
young  people  already  married,  and  to  put  a  (top  to  this  privilège  ia 
future. 
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talned  the  age  of  reprodu6lion,  were  themfelves  the 
remains  of  almoft  three  times  their  number  of  births  ? 
Two  millions  and  a  half  of  individuals,  with  all  their 
polterity,.Joft  for  ever!  My  hand  trembles  while  it 
records  the  faÛsi  from  which  a  calculation  fô  ihocking 
to  humanity  is  deduced. 

We  have  hitherto  confidered  this  lofs  as  it  relates 
to  the  interefls  of  humanity;  let  us  now  view  its 
eiFeâs  on  the  refources  of  induftry  and  finance,  the 
inveftigation  of  which  is  the  principal  objeâ:  of  this 
eflay. 

A  numerous  population  is,  no  doubt,  a  great 
means  of  ftrength,  and  even  a  fign  of  financial  re- 
fources, fince  thefe  originally  depend  on  reproduction, 
and  that  on  the  number  of  hands  employed.  But 
when  we  confidér  it  in  this  latter  point  of  view,  be- 
fore we  take  an  account  of  the  number  of  individuals, 
we  ought  firft  to  inquire,  whether  they  are  happy, 
enlightened,  induflrious,  and  economical  ;  and  fe- 
condly  we  ought,  above  all  things,  to  examine  whether 
they  enjoy  that  eafy  fubfiftence  fo  requifite  to  in- 
creafing,  from  year  to  year,  the  mafs  of  produce  of 
every  kind,  of  which  the  comparativ^e  economy 
and  accumulation  determine  the  relative  profperity 
and  opulence  of  nations,  and  the  refources  of  their 
governments.  It  is-  only  by  this  invjeftigation  that  a 
reafon  can  be  affigned,  why  the  little  nation  who 
inhabits  the  marlhes  of  Holland  has  long  paid  the 
government  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  a 'larger 
tribute  than  is  colle6ted  by  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
from  all  his  fubjefts,  though  feven  ox  eight  times  as 
numerous.. 
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ThoTugh  the  French  were  far  inferior  in  induflry 
to  the  Dutch,  yet  they  were  one  of  the  moft  laborious 
nations  of  Europe.  But  their  aélivity  was  fettered, 
in  the  country,  by  the  poverty  of  the  farmers,  and  in 
the  towns  by  the  prejudices  which  difcouraged  trade, 
and  the  want  of  capital  fo  neceflary  to  give  free  fcope 
to  induftry  by  the  divifion  of  labour.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century  M.  Melon,  who  had  re- 
fleeted  much  on  the  immenfe  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  mechanical  powers,  by  adapting  them 
to  manufactures,  recommended  to  his-  countrymen 
to  employ  the  large  and  expenfive  machines  then 
coming  into  ufe  in  England,  obferving,  that  to  perform 
with  one  niants  labour  what  had  before  required  that  of 
two,  was  in  faB  to  double  the  number  of  citizens. 

The  example  of  Great  Britain  has  fo  fully  juftified 
this  aflertion,  that  in  fome  of  her  manufactures,  even 
by  the  confeffion  of  her  rivals,  as  much  is  done  by 
fixty*eight  hands  as  in  theirs  requires  39a  *v    It  is 


*  See  a  work  by  Citizen  Arnould,  entitled,  Syftcme  Maritime  et 
Politique  des  Européens  pendant  le  i^  Siècle  \  wherein  the  author  con- 
fefles,  that  "  England  has  carried  to  the  utmoft  perfeftion  both  the 
theory  and  practice  of  the  mode  of  employing  prodifdtive  induftry." 
See  alfo  the  Memoir  of  a  Batavian  Adjutant-general,  Quatremere  ' 
Dijon  val,  who  aflerts  the  above  faét  ;  and  offers  to  point  out  to  the 
French  republic  the  fteps  by  which  the  manufe6turers  of  England 
have  arrived  at  this  wonderful  economy  of  labour.  I  much  fufpeét 
that  this  fecret  confifts  in  the  largenefs  of  their  capitals  ;  and  I  am 
much  deceived,  if  this  progreffive  accumulation  does  not  arife  from 
the  fecure  and  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  their  property.  The  in- 
ftance  cited  by  the  Batavian  adjutant  is,  however,  far  frohi  being 
the  moft  ftriking  he  might  have  chofen.  But  it  is  fufficient  to  prove, 
that  too  much  importance  is  attached  to  the  comparative  numerical 
population  ;  and  that  twelve  mi  liions  of  men,  who  are  happy,  eafy, 
and  abundantly  fed,  are  capable  of  more  produftive  labour  than 
twice  that  number  of  a  degenerate,  poor,  weak,  and  miferable  race, 
deftitute  of  emulation,  or  of  motives  to  exertion.    Let  Ireland  be 
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ëàfy  to  perceiTc,  that  the  vaft  manufa<îlQrîes  în  which 
the  procefles  of  art  are  fo  wonderfully  abridged^  re- 
quire immenfe  capitals  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that, 
even  before  the  revolution,  the  French  adventurers 
had  not  funds  fufficiently  ample  for  fimilar  under- 
takings. The  rich  manufactories  of  Lyons  formed 
almoft  the  only  exception  ;  but  thefe  have  been  re- 
duced to  aflies  by  Dubois  Crance,  and  the  workmen 
maflkcred  by  his  fucceffor.  Now  if,  as  everyone  agrees, 
the  double  fcourge  of  the  revolution  and  the  war  has 
principally  fallen  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns, 
and  on  the  clafles  of  men  moft  employed  in  the  ufeful 
arts  and  manufactures,  it  muft  have  caufed  an  inefti- 
mable  lofs  to  France  ;  for  even  had  thefe  artifans  no 
other  property  than  their  perfonal  indùftry,  yet  the 
republic  has,  by  facrificing  them  in  the  field  of  battle, 
fuffered  an  immenfe  lofs  of  capital  ;  fince  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  conteft  the  jufl:  obfervation  made  by  Adrian 
Lezay  two  years  ago,  that  "  the  expenfes  of  every 
apprenticefhip  are  in  fa6t  a  r^^//^/  laid  out  on  the 
individual  hirafelf,  from  which  to  derive  a  future 
revenue,  in  the  feme  manner  as  if  it  were  laid  out  in 
the  purchafe  of  property  ;  and  the  induftrioics  man  is 
in  fa6t  a  capitalift,  whofe  ftock  in  trade,  intimately 
combined  with  his  intelleft,  is  embodied  therewith, 
and  refides  within  fiimfelf/' 


taken  as  an  example.  Her  population  is  eftimated  at  precifely  half 
that,  of  England  alone  :  and  yet  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  the 
Irifh  create,  conftime,  and  accumulate  one  fourth  of  the  produce, 
in  quantity  or  value,  given  by  double  their'  number  of  Englifhmen  ; 
nor  do.they  bring  into  the  uadonal  treafury  one  twelfth  part  of  what 
is  received  from  the'Englifh  themfelves. 

D    2 
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Wfe  (hall  fee,  in  the  following  chapters,  how  ht 
this  induÔrious  clafs  is  now  diminiflied  in  France  : 
we  fliall  fee,  that  while  they  were  fent  out  to  fight 
beyond  the  frontiers,  the  revolutionary  axe  within 
deftroyed  the  heads  of  the  manufadlures,  and  mofi: 
of  the  machines  which  multiply  the  produ6lions  of 
the  hands  employed.  Nor  can  we,  without  a  view 
of  thefe  fadls,  calculate  the  difaftrous  confequences 
of  the  deflruâion  of  men,  of  which  we  have  been 
enumerating  the  caufes. 

But  before  we  enter  upon  the  lofles  of  France,  in 
ttie  produce  of  her  induftry,  in  her  machines  which 
have  been  broken  to  pieces,  or  fufFered  to  decay,  and 
in  the  means  of  replacing  them,  let  me  declare  the 
fears  which  have  more  than  once  made  me  hefitate 
whether  I  ought  to  purfue  this  w^ork.  Yes,  I  confefs: 
that  I  am  uneafy  left  this  pidlure  of  the  ever-increafing 
impoverifliment  of  the  French  natian,  and  the  future 
debility  to  which  they  are  irretrievably  condemned, 
ihould  lull  their  neighbours  in  a  dangerous  fecurity, 
with  regard  to  the  redoubled  hazards  they  run  at 
the  prefent  time»  - 1  fear,  left,  in  this  falfe  fecurity, 
which  fo  new  a  profpeâ  may  infpire,  they  fhould  not 
be  aware,  that  the  lefs  this  nation  are  now  employed 
in  produdive  labour,  the  more  they  lofe  the  habit  of, 
induftry  and  of  peaceful  pleafures,  and  their  difpo-. 
fition  to  economy — the  more  will  war^  adventurCj^ 
and  piracy  become  their  predominant  inclinations,  and 
the  charaéleriftics  of  their  new  mode  of  exiftence. 

Non  erat  his  populus  quern  pax  tranquilla  juvaret 
Quern  fua  libertas  in  motis  pafceret  armis.        Lu  can. 
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Moft  afluredly  had  France  even  loft  one  half  of 
her  population  capable  of  bearing  arms,  which  is  far 
from  being  the  cafe,  the  remainder  would  have  be- 
come more  formidable  to  their  neighbours  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  want  of  employment  and  their  poverty. 
Is  it  already  forgotten,  (hat  the  mifery  which  followed 
the  war  of  the  fucceffion,  after  the  winter  of  Ï709, 
was  the  true  caufe  of  the  regeneration  of  the  armies 
pf  Lewis  XIV.  by  forcing  men  to  enlift  in  crowds 
for  the  fake  of  a  fubfiftence,  which  they  could 
no  longer  procure  elfewhere  I  The  circumftances  are 
the  fame  as  far  as  regards  the  wretchednefs  of  the 
people,  which,  if  it  does  not  conftitvite  the  ftrength, 
is  at  leafl.  the  caufe  of  the  boldnefs  and  fuccefs  of 
their  prefent  governors.  As  long  as  they  fliall  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  led  like  fheep  to  flaughtor,  theiy 
xnafters  will  have  many  more  men  than  are  requilite 
to  accomplifli  their  vaft  proje6ts  of  conqueft  and  unî^ 
yerfal  plunder. 

1  confefs  there  no*  longçr  exifts  among  them  that  . 
military  ardour  which  urged  them  forward  on  the 
plains  of  Chalons,  and  foon  after  gave  birth  to  no 
lefs  than  fourteen  armies.  But  of  what  importance  is 
its  decay  ?  Do  not  the  fucceflbrs  of  Robefpierre  poC- 
fefs  his  fecret  ?  Fornqied  in  hi^  fchool,  are  tliey  not 
aware,  that  by  handcuffing  the  requifition-men,  ancj 
placing  them  between  the  guillotine  aqd  the  eiiemy, 
the  narrations  of  the  veterans,  the  e/pnt  Je  corps, 
the  dilcipline,  the  martial  mufic,  the  revolutionary 
hymns,  the  habit  of  facing  danger,  and  the  thirfl  of 
plunder,  foon  banifh  the  idpa  of  home  and  the  wifh 
to  return,  and  through  cowardice  itfelf  they  become  by 
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degrees  intrepid  warriors  ?  The  Diredlory  has  a  double 
intereft  in  multiplying  thefe  levies,  which  are  the 
only  means  of  drawing  their  internal  enemies  into  the 

•  field,  and  thus  oppofing  them  to  the  external.  Could 
we  even  doubt  that  this  is  their  policy,  let  us  refer  to 
the  decree  which  has  efiabliflied  a  new  mode  of  mi- 
litary organization,  by  the  aid  of  which  the  govern- 
ment will  at  all  times  have  a  million  offold'ters  enlified,  . 
and  will  raife  200,000  men  for  their  prefent  wants. 
To  create  a  pofîibility  of  putting  this  levy  in  cfFeft, 
it  was  necelTary  to  annul  the  privilege  granted  to 
married  men.  ^^  This  feverejujlice^**  faid  the  reporter, 
*^  will  ohlige  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  identify 

'  them/elves  with  the  government.  This  was  necejfdry  for 
preventing  corruptnefs  and  effeminacy  from  over- 
whelming with  fhame,  and  precipitating  to  deflirudion, 
the  greatefl:  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  */' 

General  Jourdan,  who  propofed  this  military  con- 
fcription,  exprefTed  himfelf  flill  more  openly  ;  for  he 
confeffed,  without  hefitation,  that  the  ancient  military 
ardour  of  the  French  youth  had  cooled.  If,  however, 
nothing  appeared  ealier  to  him  than  to  reanimate  it, 
and  a  fourth  time  to  renew  the  revolutionary  armies, 
this  arifes  from  his  relying  on  the  impoverifliment  of 
the  nation,  and,  on  the  coercive  meafures  that  have 
driven  into  the  field  the  majority  of  thofe  who  have 
fallen  in  battle. 

Although  the  youth  have  taken  alarm  and  fled, 
although  they  mutilate  themfelves  to  evade  this  de- 

U^Hiiia  ,    -II  .   ii„       .   .      ■  .    ■     I  I..  -  ■   ■  III     I  . I.  ■       I    ..I I  I    I  ■    —I    ■—  ■»!■  m   » 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  i^th  September  1758,  No.  553. 
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crée,  or  defy  its  enforcement  *,  we  may  be  certain, 
that,  after  having  oppofed  to  it  their  empty  clamours, 
thefe  proud  republicans  will  fubmit  to  it  with  the 
mo  ft  abjefl:  obedience.  It  remains  to  be  difcovered, 
whether  the  reft  of  Europe  will  confent  to  fanftion 
it  ;  for  to  reftrain  thefe  foldiers,  and  retain  them 
round  their  banners,  they  muft  be  equipped  and 
paid  ;  and  in  this  the  republic  can  only  fucceed  by 
the  plunder  of  the  nations  fhe  propofes  to  attack. 
This  is  her  laft  and  only  refource.  If  they  flill  per- 
mit her  thus  to  become  mlftrefs  of  their  finances, 
fhe  will  find  more  men  than  are  rcquifite  to  inundate 
all  Europe  with  their  troops,  and  fooner  or  later  to 
give  the  moft  fatal  blow  to  thofe  fovereigns  who  now 
think  themfelves  moft  fecure.  ^ 

1  fhall  often  have  occafion  to  recur  to  this  important 
truth;  It  is  now  time  to  terminate  this  ftatement, 
which,  however  long  it  may  appear,  ought  to  be 


*  The  Moniteiir  of  the  6th  Oftober,  No.  15,  contains  a  letter 
from  Bruffels,  ftating  that  "  The  young  man  who  lately  hung  him-' 
felf  to  avoid  bearing  arras  againft  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  is  not 
the  only  one  who  has  been  deaf  to  the  call  of  honour.  Others,  ftill 
more  cowardly,  have  cut  off  the  fingers  of  their  left  hand  ;  and  3 
flill  greater  number  endeavour  to  take  refuge  in  an  enemy's  country." 

Whife  tills  was  pkfling  in  Belgium,  fome  young  people  at  Paris 
prefenled  a  humble  petition  to  the  legiflative  body,  delcribing  the 
mifery  this  new  law  gave  birth  to  in  their  families  ;  and  fupplicating 
them  at  leaft  to  annul  ats  retro/peâiive  claufes,  which  fubjeâ  to  tho^ 
enliftment  thofe  who,  on  the  feith  of  the  former  law,  have  married 
fince  the  12th  January  1798.  In  vain  did  they  add,  that  many  of 
them  had  fince  then  become  fathers.  This  did  not  prevent  the  Council 
from  paffing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  or  the  Deputy  Chabert  from 
mounting  the  tribune,  to  announce  to  the  allied  powers,  that  the  youth 
of  the  republic  wait  but  for  a  fgnal  to  buckle  on  their  civic  armour. 

The  only  exception  hitherto  admitted  was  in  favour  of  that  der 
partment,  whofe  courage  and  whofe  refi fiance  they  flill  dread,  nqt- 
ivithflanding  the  lofTes  it  has  fuffered  ;  I  mean  La  Vendee. 

i  I>  + 
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conlidered  merely  as  containing  general  and  prepara- 
tory hints,  whofe  application  will  hereafter  be  ap- 
parent. If  a  numerous,  an  induftrious,  and  a  moral 
population,  enjoying  an  eafy  fubfiftence,  form  the 
bafis  of  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  of  the  refources 
of  their  governments,  it  is  eafy  to  judge  of  the  truth 
of  the  aflertion  of  the  Direélory,  that  the  refources  of 
the  French  republic  are  entire.  And  however  fcandal- 
ous  this  impofture  may  appear,  it  has  difgufied  oie 
lefs  than  the  language  they  dared  to  hold  four  nionths 
before  to  the  minifter  of  war  in  the  following  terms  : 
*'  We  are  convinced  of  an  important  truths  whibh  it 
is  eflential  Ihould  be  known — that  France  never  had 
a  war  to  fuftain  lefs  deftrudive  to  her  armies  than  the 
pfefent.'* 

What  !  A  war  which  has  fet  the  world  in  a  blaze, 
and  covered  all  France  with  mourning  ;  a  war  for 
which  the  pen  of  hiftory  can  find  no  other  defcriptioa 
but  that  of  a  butchery  of  mankind  ;  a  war  in  which 
the  French  republic  has  only  triumphed,  by  facrificing 
more  foldiers  than  all  the  coalefced  powers  together, 
and  in  which  her  national  guards  have  thrice  renewed^ 
her  armies  ! — Such  is  the  war  to  whofe  efFefts  its  con- 
duftors  endeavour  to  blind  the  furvivors,  by  coldly 
afluring  them  "  that  France  never  had  a  lefs  deflru6tive 
conflidl'to  fuflain,  and  that  her  refources  are  entite^\ 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Tallacioufnefs  of  the  five  Advantages  which  the  CultU 
vat  or  s  of  Land  expeéled  to  derive  from  the  RevoJu^ 
tion,  Exorbitatiçy  of  the  Land-tax.  Vexations  of  the 
Garnifers.  Increafe  of  the  Expenfes  of  Cultivation. 
Fall  in  the  Price  of.  Land  and  its  Produce.  Scarcity 
of  Hands.  Rapid  Decline  of  Agriculture.  IVretched* 
fiefs  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country^ 

V  ARIOUS  are  the  accounts  relative  to  the  advancer 
ment  or  decay  of  agriculture  in  France  lince  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution.  Many  travellers 
and  other  writers  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that 
it  is  in  the  mofl  flourifhing  ftate^  and  that  the  foil  has 
never  been  better  cultivated*^  The  memhprs  of  the 
two  Councils,  and  all  the  official  repprts,  aflert  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  has  rapidly  declined  dqring  thefe 
two  laft  years  ;  that  the  profits  of  the  farmers  -f»  are 
almoft  reduce^  to  nothing  ;  that  they  begin  to  feel 
extreme  difcouragement,  and  that  they  are   totally 


^  See  F.J.  L.  Meyer's  Fragmensfur  Parîsy-pyihXiillatà  in  1^96, and 
tranflated  from  the  German  by  General  Dumouriez  in  1 798. 

f  The  reader  will  perceive,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  chapter,  that 
in  France  the  moft  ulual  tenurç  is  that  of  métayers^  who  advance  a 
portion  of  the  flock  and  all  the  other  expenfes  of  cultivation,  and 
then  divide  the  produce  with  the  landlord  in  equal  fliares.  ^  The 
.  ame  tenure  very  generally  prevails  in  the  more  exjpcnfive  cultivatioti 
of  the  vineyard.  Thus  there  are  three  clafles  of  ranners  :  i.  Thofe 
who  cultivate  their  own  eftates;  a.  Metayers;  and,  3.  Tenants  at 
rack-rent.  It  will  appear,  that  the  fmall  number  of  the  latter  clafs  i$ 
ont  of  the  caufes  ot  the  low  ftafe  of  cultivation  in  France.    T. 


(    4î    ) 

unable  to  pay  either  their  rent  or  land-tax.  Although 
comparative  views  of  the  produqe  itfelf  are  wanting 
lo  enable  us  to  decide  between  thefe  contradidory 
aflertions,  yet  we  have  innumerable  authentic  docu- 
ments,, feveral  fymptoms  and  indications,  and  many 
certain  fads,  which  may  enable  us  to  guefs  at  thofe 
which  are  concealed. 

.  liCt  us  fet  out  by  a  fuccinft  defcription  of  the  ftatc 
of  agriculture  before  the  revolution,  which  is  our 
only  point  of  departure,  or  medium  of  comparifon., 
The  foil  has  always  been  the  principal  fource  of 
the  riches  of  France.  It  may,  however,  be  difcovered 
in  M.  Necker's  work,  wherein  he  has  dilated  with 
fo  much  fatisfaétîon  on  the  great  profperity  Ihe  en- 
joyed, that  ihe  does  not  regularly  fupply  her  inhabit- 
ants even  with  all  the  provifions  .  neceflary  for  their 
confumpition  ;  and  we  there  find  proof,  that  perfume- 
ries, dried  fruits,  liquors,  oils  of  Provence,  brandies, 
and  all  the  wines  exported,  were  not  on  an  average 
by  any  means  fufficient  to  exchange  againil  the  corn, 
cattle,  horfes,  and  raw  produce,  or  primary  commodi- 
ties^ *,  imported  from  foreign  countries.     It  therefore 


*  By  thefe  terms  are  underftood  provifions,  fait  meat,  leather, 

,,cheefe,   tobacco,  wood  of  all  kinds,   flax,  hemp,  pitch,  tar,  coal, 

^nd  ^even  oil  ;  for  France  exported  much  iefs  of  the  fine  oils  than 

file  imported  of  an  ordinary  quality,  of  which  laft  thç  annual  amount 

was  from  twelve  to  fifteen  millions  of  livres, 

A$  for  raw  filks,  every  thing  proves  that  the  quantity  produced 
in  France  was  fufficient  for  her  confumption  ;  and  although  fhe  im- 

red  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty-feven  millions,  fhe  re-exported 
whole  after  giving  it  three  times  its  original  value  by  converting 
4t  into  manu  fa  Au  res.  But  it  was  not  the  fame  with  regard  to  woollen», 
of  which  nearly  an  equal  amount  was  annually  imported.  Although 
fome  light  cloths  were  fent  abroad,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether 
tjie  common  cloths  purchafcd  from  other  nations  were  not  equivalent 
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appears,  that  a  country,  which,  with  the  furplus  of 
fuch  produce  as  it  can  fpare,  cannot  procure  all  thofe 
it  needs,  and  which  are  indifpenfably  neceflary,  ought 
not  to  be  called  the  moft  fertile  (ind  the  moft  agrtctéturul 
in  Europe  J  aS  M.  de  Calonne  has  afferted. 

It  is  no  lefs  true,  that  the  immenië  balance  that 
country  annually  received  by  naeans  of  its  commerce, 
and  which  it  owed  folely  to  its  maritime  colonies,  has, 
in  this  reipedt,  deceived  many  other  writers.  Grotius, 
referring  no  doubt  to  the  fruits  of  Touraine,  and  to 
certain  precious  wines  very  famous  all  over  the  world, 
called  it  the  finfifi  country  next  to  heaven.  Its  prefent 
legiflators  are  daily  repeating  that  its  foil  is  more  fertile 
than  that  of  any  other  country  in  Europe  *  ;  and  in  all 
ages  its  inhabitants  have  aflumed  the  title  of  the  ^^rê- 
cultural  nation  (or  the  nation  of  farmers),  in  gratitude 
to  that  genial  climate  which  has  fo  often  and  fo  ra^ 
pidly  compenfated  the  faults  and  errors  of  their 
#  governors. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  an  eminently 
agricultural  nation,  for  they  produce  a  great  furplus 

to  the  fine  cloths  difpofed  of  to  them;  fo  that  the  importations  of 
raw  wool  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  agricultural  produâ:ions 
for  which  France  depended  on  her  neighbours. 

If  we  were  inveftigating  the  balance  of  the  imports,  and  exports 
of  Great  Britain,  we  ought  not  to  negleél  the  value  of  the  raw  ma- 
terials for  manufkéhiring  woollens,,  of  which,  to  the  amount  of 
6,000,000/.  fterling  are  annually  difpofed  of  to  other  nations.  Per- 
haps, too,  we  ought  to  include  the  fait  fifh  exported.  Fiflieries  are, 
in  h&:^  no  other  than  the  tillage  of  the  fea  ;  for  if  thofe  Englifhrnen 
who  carry  their  cod  to  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  who  are 
employed  in  fetching  it  from  Newfoundland,  remained  upon  their 
Dative  ifland,  they  would  contribute  to  produce  the  corn  and  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors  which  England  now  takes  in  exchange  for  her  iilh  from^ 
the  reft  of  Eurof)e. 

*  Talot.     Sitting  of  the  ift  February  1798.     • 
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of  provîfîons.  The  fame  may  be  faîd  of  Hungary, 
Sicily,  Poland,  and  Pruffia  ;  but  I  confefs  I  cannot 
conrtprehend  why  France  fhould  be  called  the  tnqft 
agricultural  country  of  Europe^  unlefs  we  are  to  un- 
derfland  by  this,  that  fliè  may  at  fome  future  period 
bç  able  to  fupply  her  own  confumption. 

The  obftacle  which  prevented  her  inhabitants  from 
difplaying  all  the  riches  of  the  foil,  was  principally 
the  unequal  taxation,  which  prefled  moft  on  the 
cultivators  of  land,  and  augmented  in  an  arbitrary 
ratio  in  proportion  as  they  increafed  their  flock  of 
cattle,  or  their  number  of  ploughs.  In  procefs  of 
time  this  fyftem  gave  them  fuch  a  paffion  for  hoard- 
ing*, that  the  majority  preferred  keeping  their  mo- 
ney idle  to  laying  it  out  it  in  improvements,  and 
feared  to  beflovy  on  their  land  that  cultivation, 
without  which  it  was  itapoffible  to  render  it  pro- 


*  We  have  feen  a  new  proof  of  the  continuance  of  this  ancient  • 
praftice  at  the  time  of  calling  in  the  gold  coin  during  the  admini- 
firafioii  of  M.  de  Calonne,  and  particularly  when  the  church-lands^ 
vere  put  up  to  fale.  A  great  number  of  farmers  then  became  pur- 
chafers,  and  a  great  quantity  of  fpecie,  till  then  locked  up  as  a  ufelcfs 
treafure  in  the  coffers  of  the  yeomanfv,  who  were  not  fufpeâ:ed  of 
pofleffingany  property,  fuddenly  came  out,  and  entered  into  circulation. 
if  this  was  fo  under  the  former  government,  it  is  eafy  to  inriagine  how 
much  this  paffion  for  hoarding  muft  have  increafed  under  a  fyltem  of 
compi>lfory  paper  circulation,  of  requifitions,  of  forced  loans,  and 
of  confifcations.  Of  this  Lecouteulx  complained  in  the  fitting' of 
the  20th  July  1798,  though  he  difguifed  it  under  a  new  name.  "  I 
will  not  .conceal,"  (aid  he,  *'  that  in  France  money  is  now  extremely 
dijfeminated»  This  dijjemination  arifes,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the 
refervatiùit  of  a  certain  fum  which  every  one  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
retain,  through  2ifear  of  not  being  able  to  raife,  when  neceflary,  the 
money  he  may  have  occafion  for."  This  was  y^ainly  declaring,, 
that  in  the  fear  of  new  plunder,  every  one  was  collefting  and 
J^atding  the  only  fpecies  of  property  which  CQuld  be  concealed  fron^ 
the  plunderer. 
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âu^live.  Another  càufé  ivhich  àrrcfted  their  progrefi 
was>  that  thè  confumers  who  rciided  iti  the  townsj, 
although  vdry  numerous,  were  generally  pooî*.  For 
as  produélion  will  always  purfue  a  fatio  compounded 
of  the  number  of  confumers  and  their  ability,  if  the 
purchafers  cannot  offer  a  good  price,  cultivation  will 
dwindle  away,  or,  at  leafl,  remain  ftationary. 

Another  reafon  why  the  progrefs  of  agriculture,  in  , 
France  was  never  proportionate  to  the  fertility  of  the 
foil,  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  the  aâiivity  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  their  flourifhing  population^ 
was,  that  in  all  periods  their  national  charaâer  led 
them  rather  into  the  luxury  of  decoration  than  that 
of  confumption,  which  lafl:  alone  is  favourable  to 
agriculture,  or  contributes  to  the  ftrength  of  a  flate. 
In  fa6i,  every  thing  depends  on  reprodudion,  every 
Ihing  endâ  in  it,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  political 
economy  confifls  in  a  circular  procefs,  of  producing 
in  order  to  confume,  and  confuming  much  in  order 
to  reproduce  fiill  more.  It  is  by  confumption  and 
feprodudion  that  the  revenue  of  a  fovereign  is  per-' 
petuated.  The  more  his  fubjeâs  confume  and  re- 
produce, the  more  profit  does  he  derive  from  this 
double  increafe,  of  both  which  he  receives  his  fliare. 

Eleven  years  ago  one  of  the  French  economifts, 
who  has  moft  vaunted  the  agricultural  power  of  his 
country,  afferted,  *^  that  the  annual  produce  of 
England  has  been  calculated  With  great  accuracy  at 
2,235  niillions  of  livres;  that,  together  with  thofe  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  cannot  be  Icfs  than  three 
milliards  ;  and  that  the  produce  of  France,  computed 
in  the  fame  manner,  has  been  valued,  at  the  leaA,  at 
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3,200  millions  *.'*  Headded,  that  thefe  calculations 
had  been  made  with  great  Jkill  and  judgment.  But  as' 
he  did  not  poifitout  the  data^  I.fhall  not  pledge  myfelf 
to  their  truth,  although  they  appear  to  me  very  nearly 
to  approximate  to  it,  for  the  period  when  they  were 
made.  But  admitting  their  accuracy,  what  would  be 
the  refult  ?  Only,  that  the  fubjedls  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  notwkhftanding  their  gloomy  climate,  ob- 
tain fifteen  fixteenths  of  the  produce  drawn  from  the 
foil  of  France,  by  a  population  faid  to  be  more  than 
double  their  number  •f',  and  notwithflanding  the  great 


*•  See  Dupont  de  Nemours's  Leth'e  à  la  Chambre  du  Commerce  de 
Normandie, 

f  It  is  for  the  fake  of  purfuing  the  hypothefis  of  Dupont  and  his 
colleagues  throughout,  that  I  adopt  their  account  of  the  compa- 
rative population  of  the  two  empires. 

Nothing  can  be  more  curious'than  the  manner  in  which, .  while 
fwelling  out  their  own  population,  they  difcover  the  means  of 
reducing  that  of  the  two  iflands,  fo  as  to  give  more  effeét  to  their 
Ikvourit^  contraft  between  the  great  and  the  little  nation.  Lecou- 
teulx  has  difcovered,  that  it  is  merely  by  exaggeration  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  latter  has  been  flated  at  ten  millions  ;  that  it  is  not  equal 
to  one  third  of  that  of  France;  and  that  its  territory  is  not  equal  ta 
one  fixtk  with  refpe<5t  to  the  extent  cultivated. 

It  might  be  inquired,  to  what  new  map  this  ftatefman  has  applied 
his  compaflTeSj  and  whether  lie  has  referred  to  the  writings  of  Tem- 
pleman  and  Necker  ?  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  ftiperficial  ex- 
tent of  the  two  iflands  is  to  the  kingdom  of  France  as  99  to  13  r. 
It  is  true,  there  is  the  ilrongeft  reafon  to  believe  that  Templeman  is" 
confiderably  miftaken,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  northern  pro- 
vinces both  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  and  that  the  real  proportion 
of  the  two  empires  is  only  as  83  to  130.  But  fuppofing,  that  after 
her  continental  conquefts  the  fuperficial  extent  of  the  republic 
ifiiould  now  be  to  that  of  the  two  Briti{h  iflands  as  160  to  80,  it  re- 
mains to  be  confidered,  whether  eight  acres  well  manured,  and  cul- 
tivated in  an  intelligent  manner,  will  not  produce  as  much  as  flxteen 
indiffereritly  managed,  and  of  which  one  third  every  year  lie^  fal- 
low. The  cahiers  of  the  noblefle  of  Blois  aflerted,  that,  acre  for 
acre,  Englifli  land  produced  forty-eight  meafures  of  corn,  while 
that  of  France  only  yielded  eighteen.  I  am  far  from  wiftiing  to  rely 
on  fo  vague  an  aflertion,  but  I  fliall  appeal  to  the  calculations  of 
ArthurYoung,  as  a  gpod  authority  in  this  rel^)e6t.  After  haying  com- 
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çxtent  of  that  country,  and  the  vaft  variety  of  produce 
to  which  its  boafted  chmate  is  adapted.  From  this 
ftatement  alone  it  is  eafy  to  pronounce  which  of  the 
two  nations  is  the  moft  agriculturah 

Here  an  important  obfervation  occurs  relative  to 
the  comparative  refources  each  government  can  draw 
from  agriculture;  namely,  that  as  the  revenue  of 
the  fovereign  only  confifls  of  the  furplus  of  the 
annual  reproductions,  if  twenty-five  rniHions  of  iadi- 
viduals  are  obliged  to  fubfift  on  a  produce  eflimated 
at  3,200  millions  of  livres,  they  will  have  much  lefe 
to  fpare  for  their  fovereign  than  ten  millions  of  mea 
with  a  produce  amounting  to  three  milliajxls. 

But  let  us  quit  all  thefe  preliminary  obfcrvations 
on  the  condition  of  farmers  of  all  claffes  in  France 


pared  the  difierent  modes  of  cultivation  and  the  quantities  procfuceé, 
"  I  fhould  be  jiiftified,"  ikys  he,  "  in  proportioning  the  corn  pro- 
duce of  England  in  general,  compared  with  that  of  France,  as  2S 
to  18.  I  am  well  penuaded,  fuch  a  ratio  would  be  no  exaggeralîioiK 
The  comparative  importance  of  a  country  producing  twenty-eight 
bufbels  per  acre  in  lieu  of  eighteen,  is  prodigious/' 

In  fhort,  LecDufieulx  will  permit  me  to  remind  him,  ift,  That  I-a- 
voifier  has  aflèrted,  that  mt  even  two  thirds  of  the  fUtface  of  France 
are  cultivated,  adly,  That  Neufchateau^  the  minifter,  has  lately 
reproached  the  French  with  their  baneful  falkfivsy  itihich  render  we 
third  of  their  extenfive  territory  barren  ;  by  which  that  minifter  means, 
no  doubt,  a  third  of  the  two  thirds  cultivated,  sdly.  That  the  beft 
maps,  and  the  writings' of  the  beft  informed  men,  fliow,  that*  the 
forcfts,  both  public  and  private,  occupy  a  fixth,  or  at  leaft  a  feventh 
of  the  territory  of  France.  4thly,  That  the  Englifh  reap  corn 
from  the  furfece  of  thofe  lands  whofe  bowels  fupply  them  with  coal, 
which  correfponds  with  the  fire^wood  of  France. 

As  to  the  population  of  the  two  idands,  this  is  not  tlie  place  to 
enter  the  lifts  with  thofe  who,  like  Lecouteulx  and  St.  Aubin,  are 
always  repeating  with  fo  much  emphafis,  that  it  is  under  ten  millions* 
It  is  enough  to  lay,  there  is  the  beft  reafon  to  believe  that.it  amounts 
to  between  fifteen  and  fi xteen,  of  which  Ireland  contains  four  and 
a  half,  Scotland  one  aiid  a  half,  and  Wales  8o,ooo. 
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before  the  revolution,  and  let  us  proceed  io  the  prin- 
cipal advantages  they  cxpe6led  to  derive  from  it. 

The  firft,  and  no  doubt  the  moft  important,  wa» 
the  abolition  of  tithes  ;  a  tax  which,  of  all  others,  is 
the  mofl:  inimical  to  the  prpgrefs  of  agriculture.  It 
would,  in  fadt,  be  difficult  to  contrive  a  tax  more 
dîreélly  prejudicial,  than  that  which  prevents  the 
draining  of  marfhes,  the  clearing  of  new  lands,  the 
cnclofure  of  commons,  and  preffes.  with  peculiar 
rigour  on  thofe  lands  which  require  the  largefl:  ca- 
pital and'  the  greateft  quantity  of  labour.  Of  tithes 
it  may  be  juflly  faid,  that  they  lay  a  fine  on  im{Jrove- 
ments,  and  fet  the  infant  at  variance  with  its  nurfe; 
^nd  that  thofe  who  come  to  colle<5l  the  tenth  Iheaf 
feem  annually  to  admonilh  the  farmer.  Beware  not  /• 
make  your  lands  ^roduSiive.  We  may  add,  that  by 
demanding  every  where  indifcriminately  a  tenth  of 
the  raw  produce,  the  tithe-coUeâor,  in  fa61:,  gene- 
rally takes  a  fourth,  or  at  leaft  à  fifth  of  the  net 
profits,  and  ^hat  by  exafting  an  equal  portion  of 
the  fruits  of  the  mofl:  fertile  land,  whofe  cultivation 
requires  but  little  expenfe  ;  and  of  that  which  is  more 
expenfive,  it  often  happens,  that  of  the  firfl:  only  a 
feventh  or  an  eighth  of  the  net  produce  is  taken, 
while  of  the  latter  a  fourth,  a  third,  and  ibmetimes 
one  half  is  levied.  To  bfe  freed  then  from  tithes,  ap- 
peared an  immenfe  relief  for  the  French  farmer  :  but 
before  we  take  it  for  granted  that  he  is  really  wholly 
liberated  from  this  tax,  we  mufl:  recolledl,  that  the 
famous  decree  which  fecularized  France,  left  the  fup- 
port  of  the  clergy  entirely  at  the  charge  of  the  people  i 
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«ti'îience  ît  àppcats,  that  thofe  pariflie»  whîch  haw 
prcfervéd  their  religion,  and  priefts  to  pcrfofm  its 
ib  notions,  are  obliged  to'iupport  them  as  before.  The 
only  difference  confifts,  ift.  In  the  priefts  liow  re- 
ceiving in  threlhed  corn  what  wa«  fotmerly  giv» 
them  ill  flieaves  :  ûdly>  ïn  this  flipendy  which  might 
theji  be  demanded,  being  now  a  voluntary  gifti; 
which  has  converted  the  conftitutional  clergy  into  à 
new  kind  of  mendicants,  aiking  charity  in  lieu  ef 
giving  alms.  Experience  will  teach  us,  whether  re- 
ligion and  its  minifters  will  not  become  the  viâims  of 
this  new  order  of  things,  and  whether  the  French 
nation  is  fufficiently  attached  to  divine  worfhip,  to 
give  a  regular,  a  voluntary,  and  a  decent  falary  to 
theilr  ptieûs,  like  the  Diflenters  in  England,  and  all 
the  Chriftian  feus  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  latter  cafe,  this  general  and  gratuitous  contri- 
bution will  coft  them  precifely  as  much  as  the  tithes 
from  which  they  thought  themfelves  delivered.  In 
fadl,  Syeyes  proved  to  the  Conftitucnt  Aflcmbly,  that 
the  annual  produce  of  the  tithes  amounted  only  to 

feventy  millions  *  ;  and  this  is  precifely  the  fum  at 

* 

*  On  the  3111  May  179^^»  the  Deputy  Bruflé,  when  infilling  on 
the  greatnefs  of  the  relief  aVifing  to  the  people  horn  the  fupprefliôtt 
of  tithes,  efti(nated  them  atfeventy-two  milhons.  This  valuation  is 
pretty  near  .that  prefcnted  to  the  Conftituent  Afïèmbly  by  Dédelay^ 
who  Yeems  to  have  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fiibjed.  He  afTerted, 
that  their  net  produce  amounted,  at  the.  utmoft,  to  fixty  or  fixty- 
five  millions  ;  and  hence  it  followed,  that  the  general  maintenance 
of  the  clergy  coft  the  nation  only  at  the  rate  of  two  livres  tea 
(ovLSy  or  three  livres*  per  head.  Should  this  ftatement  appear  to  fome 
readers  below  the  truth,  let  them  remember,  that  the  n^te  varied  in 
diirerent  parts  of  the  kingdom  from  the  fevcnth  to  the  thk^-fecoxK} 

£rt  of  the  raw  produce  ;.  that  feveral  vineyards  paid^  as  litde  at 
If  a  crown  per  acre;  th-t  oil  and  wine,  which  form  the  prmcl^ 
jpal  produce  of  Dauphiuy  and  Provence,  paid  nothings  aod  t^ 
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f^jiMài  Ùicj  paid  the  ftipeud  of  tlie  clergy,  cveft  aftcf 
«reducing  thole  of  the  biihops  with  a  degr/ee  of  parii- 
uxony    irreconcilable    either  with   the  hierarchy   or 
.  the  difpipline  of  the  Romifh  church.     Would  it  not 
have  been  far  wifer  to  liave  converted  the  tithes  into 
:a  pecuniaiy  aid  demandable  by  law,  like  that  which 
is  daily  gaining  ground  in  Englatid,  withoiit  the  par- 
ticular intervention  of  government?    The  minifler 
'.who  ftiould  fucceed  in  procuring  the  fandlion  of  law 
for  this  meafure,  would  indeed  be  a  benefaftor  to 
'  agriculture,  efpecially  fliould  he  be  able  to  fecure  to 
.  the  clergy  of  the  country,  both  for  the  prefent  and 
the  future^  a  refpeitable  eftablifliment  that  will  enable 
<them  to  fulfil  their  important  duties.      A^  to   the 
.French  nation,  one  circumftance  peculiar  to  them 
.would  .fcern  to  ihow,  that  tithes  were  much  lefs  pwp- 
judicial  in  France  than  elfewherc.     Their  inclination 
to  enjoy  the  prefent  without  regard  to  the  future, 
:is  well  known  ;  and  the  clafs  of  farmers  were  fo  far 
;from  being  exempt  from  this  baneful  difpofition,  that 
they  were  always  anxious  to  derive  from  the  earth 
:*tbe  Ipecies  of  jjroduce  which  they  could  moft  fpeedily 
convert  into  vwney^    and   generally   put   in  tillage 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  land  than  was  propor- 
^  tioned  to  the  extent  of  their  meadows.  Hence  enlight- 
*èned  men  who  travelled  in  France  faid,  there  vooyld^ 
he  more  corn  if  there  were  fewer  fields.     Now  tbq 

ercn  where  it  was  heavieft,  it  was  fcarcely  ever  rigoroufly  exa<5le4* 
-  Its  name  then  was  very  improjierly  chofen,  fince  the  maximum  of 

•  the  funi  annually  collefted  from  \he  whole  country  amounting  but 
'to  feventy-two  millions,  it  only  took  the  forty- fourth  part  of  tke 

*  whole  produce,  wlikh  was  eâimated  at  3,200  millions,  as  has  b^ 
•iifa'i»dy  explain^^d. 
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tithes  îndircâly  contributed  to  oppofe'tbîs  tendency^ 
becaufe  meadow  land  pays  a  much  fmaller  pro- 
.portion.  of  its  net  produce  than  arable.  No  one, 
however,  adduced  this  important  conlideration  when 
the  tax  was  .attacked  ?  and  fcarcely  was  it  fuppreifed 
before  the  plough  deftroyed  the  mou  excellent  mea- 
dows. ÏThçre  is  nothing  marvellous  in  this  land  pro7 
duGjp^  abundant,  harvefls  of  corn,  but  the  period  is 
approaching  when  thefe  thoughtlefs  fpeculation»  will 
be  fevçrely  repented  of*. 

The  fécond  advantage  conferred  on  the  agriculture 
of  France,  was  the  fuppreffion  of  the  excife  (droits 
d^aidej  levied  on  wines,  and  brandies.'  Such  were 
the,  golden  expectations  founded  on  this  relief,  that 
cyei:y  one  haflencd  to  plant  new  vineyards,  efpecially 
at  the  commencement  of  f he  paper  circulation,  which 
gave  a.  .temporary  flimulus  to  many  enterprifes  and 
fpeculations  ;  but  as  they  wanted  the  neceflary.  pa- 
pital  for.  carrying  on  this  fpccies  of  culture,  which 
jçquîrea  more  hands,  and  confcquently  larger  dif- 
burfements  than  any  other,  they  were  foon  compelled 

^o  negleél  it-^J-.  Thole  who  had  the  beft  oppor- 
^    ■"■''""•  ^    '     '  -  '  '      -  '-       '         '       ■  .  I .  « 

.  **  It  is  faid,  that  good  Englifti  farmers  can,  at  firft  fight,  difcover 
the  age  of  a  meadow  ;  and  that  they  value  it  at  a  rent  not  mierely 
propdrtîbned  to  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  but  *  to  its  having  been  in 
Xhat  Aat^  tirenfy,  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years. 

,f  To  this  Dupont  aUuded  in  the  following  fentence:  "  The  cul- 
tivation of  the  vine  is  confiderlbly  extended,  by  the  fuppreffion  of 
the  ^x(^p .[droits  decides),  -  .We  now  every, where  behold  hills  hi* 
therto  naked  and  barren  converted  into  luxuriant  vineyards." 
'*-It»was  however  much  lefs  important  to  extend  its  cultivation, 
.  /than  to  proportion  it  to  the  capitals  etnployed  ;  for  the  fame  deputy 
'Who  had  juft  attefted  this  faft,  exaggerating  it,  as  was  his  cuftom, 
«andidly  added,  "  But  the  foil  that  bears  thefe  new  rtches,  ûà» 
happy  fource  of  revenue,  no 'longer  enjoys  the. fame  capital  as  for* 
triérly  ;  it  enjoys  a  capital  diminilhed  perhaps  to  m  third^  or  at  loUt 
to  7;^^^  its  former  piagnitude." 
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<umty  o^  obfervatîon,  agree  that  the  vineyards  hav« 
ibfïèred  confidcrably,  that  they  neither  receive  thé 
frecjuent  cultivation,  nor  the  continual  attention  they 
requird  ;  that  in  many  parts  the  proprietors  negleÔcd 
io  replace  the  plants  that  had  decayed  ;  and  that  fc- 
«Ycral  purchafers  or  renters  of  confifcated  lands  had 
cut  down  the  vfneà  en  ruine  ♦•     Neither  ought  we  to 
forget,  that,  under  pretext  of  relfeving  the  diftrcfs  of 
Ihe  hofpitals,  a  duty  was  lately  impofed  on  wines  and 
other  liquors  on  entering  Paris,  which  is  decorated 
with  the  title  of  6£îroi  de  hienfaifance^  or  a  grant  of  be- 
nevolence, and  which  will  doubtlefs  foonbc  extended 
to  the  provincial  towns.     Although  this  tax  has  al- 
ready excited  great  murmurs  among  the  people,  it  î^ 
one  of  thofe  of  which  the  advantages  are  moft  cal- 
culated to  counterbalance  its  inconveniences,   and 
perhaps  it  will  fender  an  efleritial  fefvice  to  the  agri- 
culture of  France,  fhoùld  it  contribute  to  reftraîû 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  to  confine  it,  by  de- 
grees, to  thofe  diftrifts  which  are  heft  calculated  fot, 
5ts*ptbdu6Hon. 

•'  The  third  advantage  was  the  abrogation  ofihefeudûS 
rights  ;  an  advantage  of  ineftimable  value,  had  it  beca 
àcçctopanied  with  the  fame  moderation  ais  in  Déur 
mark,  or  that  of  which  Lewis  XVI.  had  himielf 
given  an  example  in  his  own  domains.  But  the 
-French  legiflators,  ever  hurried  on  by  the  impetUôiîtJ' 
wfeich  charaâierizqs  their  nation,  coiivmittçd  ^^  ofin- 


•  •  *  «This  pr'ocefs  produces  a  more  abundant Vintage  ;  but  k  exhaufe 
'the  vines,  and  is  never  adopted,  except  in  tlie  year  preceding  that 
when  the  plants  arc  pulled  up,  and.  the  land  couverted  to  other 
branches  ot  cultivation. 


J 
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juftîcc  equally  glaring  with  thofe  they  were  endeaTc^nr». 
ing  to  correâ.  Under  pretext 'of  deftroying  every  ;vff-. 
tige  of  ,the  ages  of  barbarifm,  ah4  fç-eôabliÛMD^ 
property  on  its  juft  bafis,  they  gave  it  a  ihoelp 
which  agriculture  will  long  continue  to  feel.  Lfct  us 
not  iiiiFer  ourfelves  to  be  impofed  on  by  the  long  an^ 
pompous  catalogue  of  feudal  rights  which  they  have 
fuppreflcd.  The  raoû  tyrannical  of,  them  had  fo  H^. 
tally  fallen  into  difuie^  that  the  people  had  even  for- 
gotten their  names  ;  and  as  to  that  o(  mortf^main^  Wbi.çhi 
has  made  fo  much  noife,  it  only  exifted  in  Mount-. 
Jura,  where  this  oppreffion  could  only  extend  to 
10,000  individuals  at  the  utraoft,  I  do  not  however 
deny  that  the  fuppreffion  of  many  of  thefe  rights,  and 
particularly  thofe  of  perfonal  fervice,  was  a  real  re- 
lief to  fome  diArifts  ;  but  it  mufl  be  obferved,  that 
to  give  it  ^  charaélcr  of  general  alleviation  in  the 

.  eyes  of  the  people,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  include 
the  enfranchiicment  of  the  Jcrnaines  rorj^eahks  {tcnandics 
at  will),  and  ground-renis.  Thcfe  ground-rents,  called 
champartSy  payable  annually  either  in  kind  or  money,^ 
which  were  the  price  of  the  grant  to  thofe  \xho  pri- 
^nally  offered  to  clear  the  land,  were  one  of  the  moft 
favourable  inftitutions  for  the  progrefs  of  agriculture'. 
Bût  we  ought  not  to  forget,  that  after  having  ftigmatized 
and  fupprefled  thefe  ground-rents  as  a  remnant  of  feu- 
dal barbarifm,  and  after  fufFering  the  people  to  enjoy, 
during  lèverai  years,  this  pretended  benejSt,  their  re- 

.  prefentatives  have  been  thefe  two  years  endeavouring 
to  deprive  them  of  it,  under  pretext  that  ground-rerUs 
are  not  exprcfsly  named  in  the  decrees  of  fuppreffion^ 
It  is  the  poverty  of  the  finances  that  has  urged  theoi 

E  3 
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to  this  grofs  împofîtîon.  As  foon  as  they  had  fold  the 
greater  part  of  the  national  domains,  from  which 
Aey  Were  due,  they  revived  their  claim  to  them  in 
fitWur  of  the  national  trcafury,  and  attempted  to  exaâ: 
them  from  the  yeomanry,  who  thought  themfclves  de- 
livered from  the  burden.  The  latter  have,  however, 
ôbflinately  perfifled  in  refufing  to  pay  them,  and  ftill 
libre  to  redeem  them,  as  the  minifter  Ramel,  who 
cxpeéted  thence  to  derive  an  immenfe  fam*of  money, 
had  the  efFrontery  to  propofe*.     This  conteft  is  fliU 


'*  The  profpe6l  of  the  fums  this  redemption  would  bring  in," 
fixrnilhed  Ozun  with  an  excellent  argument  not  to  grant  that  minifttr 
the  other  taxes  he  follcited.  On  the  30th  May  1 798,  he  thus  exprefled 
himfelf  :  "'A  good  government,  fays  Forbonnais,  ought  not  to  im- 
pofe  taxes  when  it  may  recover  the  poflèflion  of  property.  Recover 
yours.  Let  us  demand  the  ground -rents  excepted  Hi  the  law  of  the 
1 7th  July  i  793,  from  the  general  fuppreffion  of  the  feudal  rights  ;" — 
he  added,  "  that  this  raeauire  would  produce  100  millions  in  fpecie, 
and  above  300  millions  in  receipts  for  the  yet  unannihilated  flock 
called  the  confolidated  third."  • 

This  was  precifely  what  Hamel  hoped  when  he  folicited  the  re-^ 
newal  of  thefe  rents.  The  difficulty  confifls  in  difcovering  the 
exception  in  the  famous  decree  of  the  4th  Augufl  1 789'  That  decree 
as  fo  explicit,  that  the  legiflative  body  of  the  year  v.  could  not  dif- 
cover  the  fmalleft  ambiguity,  although  flrongly  deiirous  of  repairing 
the  injuflice,  and  although  the  Dire6lory  united  wjth  them  with  an 
energy  proportioned  to  their  pecefTities, 

In  the  mean  while  the  country  people  do  not  take  the  trouble  ei- 
ther to  pore  over  the  laws  which  are  the  fubjeél  of  difpute,  or  to  ex- 
amine whether  it  be  true,  that  thefe  ground-rents  had  no  mixture 
whatever  of  feudalifm.  They  Fiave  discontinued  the  habit  of  paying 
them,  and  they  are  enraged  to  hear  of  their  reprefentatives  appoint-, 
ing  a  committee  to  inveftigate  the  propriety  of  re-eftabl idling  them. 
They  even  openly  declare  they  will  join  the  flandard  of  royalty  if 
their  rulers  thus  perfifl  in  eftablifliing,  by  degrees,  all  the  burdens  from 
which  they  thought  ;themfelves  delivered  for  ever  by  its  abolition. 
-  Such,  however,  is  the  inference  we  may  draw  from  the  opmion  which 
the  new  Deputy  Crevelier  gave  his  colleagues  on  the  23d  June  1798: 
**  The  proposal  to  re-eflabli(h  the  rents  called  rentes  foncières  (or 
ground-rents),  again  brought  forward  in  this  tribune,  has  fpread  an 
alarm  among  the  farmers.  The  mere  exiftence  of  the  committee 
nominated  for  this  purpofe  is,  in  fome  meafure,  a  public  mUmitj^  \ 
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undecided.  If  the  country  people  faccecd,  as  il 
highly  probable,  the  refult  will  be  a  confiderable  zU 
leviation  for  one  clafs  of  cultivators,  and  the  ruin  ot 
another  clafs  of  proprietors.  But  fuch  an  invafion  of 
one  of  the  moft  facred  of  landed  properties  will  ulti'^ 
mately  prove  rather  prejudicial  than  advantageous  to 
^agriculture. 

The  fourth  advantage  was  the  fuppreffion  of  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  killing  game.  It  is  impoffible  to  jut 
tify  the  total  indifference  of  the  old  government  to 
the  devaftations  thofe  animals  committed  ;  and  though 
thefe  were  inconfiderable,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
capitaineries  royales,  or  royal  rangerfhips,  every  friend 
to  the  people  muft  have  applauded  the  fentiment 
which  induced  the  Conftituent  AiTembly  to  put  a 
flop  to  that  abufe  ;  nor  is  it  without  reafon  that  Lc- 
couteulx  has  lately  reminded  the  farmers  of  the  injuty 
formerly  done  by  the  game.  But  it  may  be  afked, 
does  not  the  fportfman  now  inflidl  on  them  an  dmoiil 
equal  injury?  For  lince.  this  privilege  has-been  «d» 


fince  the  friends  of  liberty  are  not  without  uneafinefs,  and  thercpre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  are  claily  expofed  to  the  mpft  horrid -caluni-  ' 
nies,  for  having  in  a  manner  renewed  a  propofition  rejeâied  by  the 
Fru<ftidorian  legiflative  body.  This  propofition,  even  fuppofing  it 
to  htjuft^  is  ia  reality  impolitic  ^iid  ill-timed  in  the  prefent  ftate  çf 
France.  It  may,  it  mufl  be  ufeful  to  the  King  of  Blankeubwrg,  and 
the  followers  of  Oaboeuf.  I  fay  ftill  more  ;  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of  this  propofition  which  I  oppofe,  will  determine  which  fa(5liorv  iliall 
carry  theeleélions  of  the  year  vi'i.*' 

Such  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  great  conteft.  We  have  every  re^- 
■  fon  to  believe  that  the  prefent  legillators  will  maturely  deliberate  be- 
fore they  inlift  on  the  payment  of  the  ground-rents^  and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  will  think  twice  before  they  purchafe 
cxemp^ns  for  the  benefit  of  the  republican  government,  confideriijg 
the  evident  dangpr  of  having  agaiu  to  pay  tljcm  whenever  monarchy 
is  reitored. 

B  4  « 
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tended  .to  evfery  one  without  diflinâion^  and  fince 
there  are  no  perfons  employed  as  gamç-keepers  to  pre- 
vent  abufe^^  it  is  exerciied  even  before  the  corn  is  cut. 
pf  this  the  n^iniAer  of  the  interior  complained  tq  the 
ceptral  adminiftrations,  reproaching  them  with  the 
great  damage  fuiTered  by  the  crops  in  confequenee  of 
the  non-execution  of  the  game -laws,  and  urging 
thjem  to  fix  the  periods  when  hunting  and  (hooting 
ore  permitted.  Independent  of  this  damage,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  effeâs  of  the  diminution  of 
the  game,  will  be,  in  fome  meafure,  counteraéled  by 
the  multiplication  of  wolves*,  which  are  as  injurious 
to  the  âpcks  in  mountainous  countries' 3s  the  game 
was  formerly  to  the  crops  upon  the  plains.  No  one 
iwill  deny  that  fo  rapid  a  multiplication  of  wolves  ha$ 
partly  arifen  from  the  fuppreffion  of  the  game-keepers, 
who  were  at  the  fame. time  keepers  of  the  forefls,  wherp 
it  was  their  bufinefs  to  deftroy  thefe  enemies  of  agri- 
culture, I  have  elfewhere  fpoken  of  the  plunder 
and  devaflation  to  which  the  woods  were  fubjci^ 
after  the  decree  which  repealed  the  ancient  game- 
laws.  This  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  account  when 
we  are  weighing  the  advantages  of  this  decree,  which 
IS  reprefented  to  the  people  as  an  ineftimable  benefit. 
Nor  pught  we  to  forget  that  the  fame  obfervations  ap- 
ply to  their  deliverance  from  the  royal  rangerfhipâ  as 
to  the  ground-rents  y  and  that  the  new  committee  of 
fc  .1   II   11         * ■  I  ■  ■  I..  ■  I  ■■  I .  .1 1  I      -  ■  ■  >»---^ 

*  The  following  is  an  extraft  from  the  laft  report  on  this  fubjscft 
by  Daubermefnil,  on  the  24th  September  1 798  :  "  In  the  lall  year 
(the  year  vi.)  5,351  wolves  were  deflroyed  :  but  notwîthftanding 
this,  the  fame  ravages  continue,  the  feme  misfortunes  happen,  ana 
thp  i^me  complaints  are  i^peated," 
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financés  has  ventured  to  propofe  the  re*câ:abti(hment 
of  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  chafe.  It  is  true, 
this  was  oppofed  by  others,  who  itivoked  the  immortal 
law  of  the4th  Auguft  1789,  and  declared,  that  the 
very  idea  of  this  privilege  gave  birth  to  innumerahU 
fainful  refleEliQns.  But  although  the  legiflative  body 
has  hitherto  rejedled  every  idea  of  fiUing  for  money  the 
exercife  of  a  right  common  toMll  meif^'  we  may  be  cer- 
tain they  will  fpeedily  recur  to  it,  whether  to  procurch 
a  new  fource  of  revenue,  to  re  eftabliih  the  natural 
proteâors  of  the  fprefts,  or  to  have  a  pretext  for  in- 
directly difarming  a  certain  clafs  of  the  people,  to 
whom,  whether  able  to  purchafe  them  or  not,  the 
immortal  law  of  the  4th  Auguft  fo  imprudently  granted 
the  liberty  of  uling  and  keeping  arras* 

The  fifth  and  laft  advantage  which  agriculture  dc* 
rived  from  the  revolution  was  that  of  the  abolition 
of  the  corvées  or  ilatute-work,  a  method,  equally  uri- 
juft  and  extravagant,  of  making  and  keeping  the 
public  roads  m  repair.  M.  Necker  values  the  work 
hereby  exacted  of  the  claflcs  of  men  who  were  fub-r 
)C&.  to  it  at  twenty  millions  of  livres.  VVhen  the  fup- 
preffion  of  this  vexatious  tax  was  finally  decreed, 
cries  of  joy  refounded  from  all  parts.  This,  however, 
was  a  meafure  which  had  been  long  before  prepared 
and  begun  under  Lewis  XVI.  ;  but  as  the  Confiituent 
Aflcmbly  omitted  to  fupply  its  place  by  a  pecuniary 
Slid,  or  by  the  eftabliàhment  of  turnpikesY/*^mi^r^5^, 
the  refujt  was  fo  great  a  decay;  or  rather  fuch  a 
jdcflrutlion  of  the  bridges  and  caufeways,  and  of  thé 
great  roads,  that  many  of  the  latter  became  impafT- 
able.    As  the  account  I  have  to  give  of  thefc  may  ap- 
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pear  exaggerated,  I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  copying 
that  addrefled  to  the  whole  nation  by  the  Direftory 
on  the  1 6th  December  1797  to  demonftrate  to  t^eoi 
Ihe  important  intereft  they  had  in  repairing  the  high- 
ways themfehes  : — '*  For  feveral  years  nothing  has 
been  done  in  this  refpeA,  nor  has  any  thing  been  paid; 
Ma^  of  the  highways  are,  in  many  parts,  ruinous 
or  impaflable.  Travellers,  couriers,  and  diligences 
have,  in  many  places,  the  greateft  difficulty  to  pro- 
ceed. Theftagnation  of  commerce  has  been  the  baneful 
confeqnence.  This  evil  at  firft  arofe  merely  from  a 
neglect,  then  very  eafy  to  be  correited,  had  it  been 
attempted  in  time;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  no  ordi- 
nary naeans  will  be  fufïïcient.  In  {o  great  a  difficulty 
a  great  effort  is  neceflary.  The  Direélory  therefore 
p-opofes  to  all  the  citizens  to  fuhfcribe^  according  ta 
their  ability  or  their  patriotifm,  to  this  grand  objedb, 
cither  in  kind  or  in  money.  It  is  vvkh  confidence 
they  provoke  this  àdl  of  public  ipirit  fo  natural  to  a 
free  people.  Public  fpirit  ought,  in  the  French 
nation,  to  produce  prodigies  fuperior  to  all  thofe  re- 
corded in  ancient  times.  Rome,  while  free,  afto^ 
nifhed  the  world  by  the  magnificence  of  her  aque-.» 
ducSls  and  public  roads — ^France,  equally  powerful,  arid 
letter  cmfiituted  than  the  Roman  republic,  ought  alfb 
to  excel  Rome  in  the  care  fhe  will  take  of  her  public 
Vv  orks.  To  deflroy  the  roads  of  an  extenfive  empire 
is  to  cut  the  veins  of  Hercules  ;  and  to  that  fl^ate  France 
is  almolt  reduced.  But  the  French  Hercules  is  about 
io  wield  his  nervous  arms.  The  Executive  Dire6lory  arc 
addteffing  citizens  who  will  lijlen  to  their  exhortation^ 
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nor  will  a  Angle  individual  be  found  vvho  (hall  be 
deaf  .to  their  voice." 

But  the  Direélory  was  fo  little  Vtjlened  tOj  that 
throughout  the  whole  republic  only  two  communes 
fclt  the.  importance  of  yielding  to  this  appeal.  That 
of  Colonges  boafted — "  thtt  they  had  repaired  five 
leagues  of  road  in  lefs  than  three  days,  without  cofting 
a  fingle  lialfpenny  to  government  ;" — and  that  of  Vcr* 
neuil  fubfcribed  for  the  labour  of  a  certain  nurabei:  of 
<Jays  ;  but  the  public  prints  have  not  informed  us  whc-» 
Iher  thefe  fubfcriptions  were  realized  *• 


*  In  one  of  his  laft  circular  letters,  the  minifter  of  the  interior 
has  neverthelefs  thanked  fome  parts  of  Fmnçe  for  having  feized  this 
opportunity  of  fliowing  their  patriotifm  ;  and  he  affuresthem,  that  if, 
in  lieu  of  being  partial^  the  effort  had  been  generaV^  it  would  have 
repaired  the  breach  in  the  public  works  ariiing  from  feveral  years  o( 
negleét.     After  having  reproached  the  people  both  with  this  fiegUS^ 

/and  their  apathetic  indifference^  that  minifter  upbraids  them  above  all 
— "  with  endeavouring  to  evade  the  barriers  or  turnpikes,  newly 
eftabliflïed  on  the  great  roads,  and  loudly  clamouring  againft  the  firfl: 
ejcperiments  of  the  neW  tax.  In  faâ:.,'*  adds  François  de  Neufcha- 
teau,  "  this  duty,  far  fropi  being  a  bwrden  to  the  citizens,  is  a  real 
benefit  ;  for  it  fupphes  the  means  of  keeping  up  the  great  roads  with- 
out having  rccpurle  to  the  corvee." — This  paternal  reproof  con- 
cluded with  a  quotation,  from  tlie  words  of  a  philanthropift^  who^ 
when  contemplating  the  roads  conftruded  by  the  corvée,  exciairaed, 
I  tread  upon  the  blood  of  the  people» 

To  fupply  its  place,  the  Dire6lory  have  now  eftabliflïed  on  the 
roads  of  France  about  1,200  turnpikes,  where  a  toll  is  beginning  to 
be  collected,  from  which  they  expe6t  a  conliderable  revenue,  after  pay- 
in  g  the"  expenfes  of  their  eftablilh ment,  and  the  falaries  of  the  col- 
lectors. Although  unanimoufly  decreed  immediately  after  the  i8tli 
Fruélidor,  this  toll  was  then  only  confented  to  in  principle^  and  it  was 
when  they  came  to  organise  this  principle^  that  the  people,  and  the  op- 
pofition  exclaimed  fo  loudly: — "  What!**  faid  Julien  Souhait,  on  the 

'  3d  November  1797,  "  becaufe  George  and  the  Englifli  ari'ftocrats, 
and  Bcigic  ariftocrats,  have  chofen  to  eftâblifli  turnpikes,  fhall  tbetf  - 
example  and  their  will  prevail  in  this  aflembly,  and  become,  in  Je* 
fpite  of  ourfelvesy  the  law  of  the  French  nation  ?" — His  colleagnc 
Marbot  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  declamations  againft  England,  but 
artfully  availing  himfelf  pf  a  claufe  of  the  decree,  which  cnaded^ 
that  the  new  tax  fhould  only  be  eftablifhed  on  Ûit.roadi  that  were  iff  > 
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Indignant  at  feeing  the  degeneracy  of  public  ipiiif 
vie  with  the  deterioration  of  the  roads,  the  Diredtory 
thought  it  their  duty  to  fhow  thcmfelves  like  the 
"French  Hercuksy  and  to  employ  force  where  perfua- 
fion  failed.  Hence  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  received 
an  order  to  work  upon  tl^  roads  within  their  diftrift  ; 
and  this  order,  addrefled  to  the  flationary  national 
guard,  expreflly  declared  that  tkq/è  whoJJiouïdfaihvouJd 
he  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  correSion.  It  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  the  furprife  of  thcfe  proud  republicans  and 
defenders  of  their  country,  on  beholding  themfelves 
thus  fuddenly  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  being  con- 
demned to  work  at  the  corvées,  or  feutto  the  hoiife  of 
'torreSlion.  Their  outcry  was  fo  general,  that  the  Di- 
reâor}^,  fearing  a  mutiny  in  the  Fauxbourgs,  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the -police — *^  that  they  were  afio- 
liiflied  to  obferve  the.  civic  invitation  they  had  given  to 


repair  J  he  afcended  the  tribune,  and  exprefTed  hijnfelf  thus:  **  The 
information  Î  have  received  at  the  office  of  the  minifter  of  the  inte- 
rior, proves  that  only  one  •tenth  of  the  roads  of  France  are  in  this 
ttmdiiion.  Only  one  tenth  therefore  of  the  duty  will  lie  colle6ted; 
that  is,  two  millions  in  lieu  of  twenty,  a  fum  which  will  be  far  front 
Sufficient  to 'keep  the  roads  in  repair.'^ 

To  obviate  this  difficulty,  they  have  eflabliflied  turnpikes  en  all 
the  roads  indifcrirninately,  w^heth'er  in  repair  or  not  ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  modification  of  the  firft  law,  the  produce  of  the  re- 
ceipts expeéled  from  the  toll  Hands  in  the  prefumptiye  revenue  of 
the  year  vii.  not  as  twenty,  but  as  thirty  millions.  It  is  tnie,  that 
to  reach  this  fum,  even  in  profpeâ:,  it  has  been  neceflary  at  once  to 
lay  the  tax  at  an  enormous  rate.  But  when  we  confider  how  the  num- 
ber of  travellers  will  be  reduced  in  confequence  of  the  tax,  it  is  evi- 
dent this  burden  will  bear  principally  on  the  carriage  of  produce 
brought  to  market  by  farmers.  We  ought  not  therefore  to  be  fur- 
prifed,  if,  as  the  minifter  now  complains,  the  country  people  clamour 
■  huiiiy  agarnji  tkefe  firfi  attempts^  if  the  enemies  of  the  publié  good  hnvf 
fei%cdtkis  opportunity  to  murmur,  ajid  if  fome  attempts  have  oeen  made 
^0  evade'  the  làiv^  ix:hether  by  ufng  by-roads^  wr  by  going  .4icrofs  tbs 
f£ldï. 
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the  people  converted  into  a  penal  law''' — ^Thi«  reirao* 
tion  had  fo  good  an  effeâ:,  that  a  few  days  afterwards 
the  twelve  jaaunicîpalîties  of  Paris,  with  the  central 
AdminiftiUtion  of  the  department  of  the  Seine  at  theif 
head,'  went  out  on  the  road  leading  to  Otlean»,  to 
work  at  repairing  the  highways*.  It  muft  indeed 
have  been  u  very  curious  light  fi»  the  neighbouring 
peafantry,  who,  with  folded  arms,  beheld  the  magif- 
trates,  artifts,  jewellers,  and  Mterati  of  the  capital  of 
the  empire, working  with  pick-axes  on  the  public, 
toad.  Time  will  ihow  whether  this  kind  of  corvée^ 
work  can  be  of  e^ual  value  with  that  which  has  bcôtt 
fupprefled,  aiid  whether  there  will  not  long  be  caufe 
to.  lament,  with'  Dupont,  that  the  revolution  has  thu» 
franfported  privileges  é 

Having  now  taken  a  furvey  of  the  efïêâs  pf  th« 
£ve  great  benefits  which  the  country  people  cxpeéted 
to  obtain,  let  us  next  examine  the  difaftrous  confe- 
quences  of  the  firft  blow  which  agriculture  received 
when  it  was  decreed  that  three  fourths  of  the  contri- 
butions fhould  be  levied  upon  landed  property* 

.  It  was  alfo  to  the  wife  and  luminous  views  of  the 
Conftituent  Aflembly,  that  the  economics  owed  this 
great  vîâory,  by  means  of  which  all  the  prodiaâions 
of  the  earth  were  threatened  with  being  taxed  at  their 
very  fource,  I  fay  threatened^  becaufe  it  was  never 
put  in  force,  nor  ever  can  be, .  as  the  Deputy  Heur- 
taut  declared  to  the  eeonomifts,  conjuring  them  not 
to  render  the  dehors  to   the  public   treafury  infolvent. 

T— — ' '■"■■    "■  ■"■■■■»■     ■— ■■■       '  I        *^^^m.^^^ 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  i6th  March  i798. 
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Ifédelay  united  with  him  in  demonflratîng  that  Ûàt 
would  be  to  decree  Uie  ruin  of  the  greaf  manufaQuty 
tf  agricuUure  :  '^  To  paralyfe,"  faid  he,  **  this  vaft 
manufaétory  of  every  ^cies  of  riches,  is  to  drain  at 
their  fources  the  channels  that  give  them  life.  To 
reduce  the  labourer  to  mere  neccffaries,  is  to  fufpend 
all  the.  êffeâs  of  his  ii^duAry  ;  it  is  to  fiiâe  all  its 
germs/* 

How  exaftly  the  fipft  of  thefe  prédirions  has  been 
fulfilled  is  well  known.  To  appreciate  the  enormity 
of  the  contributions  which  are,  neverthelefs,  flill  ex- 
'aâed  from  the  land-owners,  we  fliould  know  the  value 
of  their  net  income,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
difficult  to  afcertain,  becaufe  all  the  French  writers 
who  have  treated  of  this  fubjeâ,  confound  what  re- 
inains  for  the  farmer  after  the  reimburfement  of  his 
jexpenfes,  with  the  net  income  of  the  land-owner, 
conlifiing  of  the  rent  which  the  landlord  would  re- 
ceive \Yithout  farming  the  land  himfelC  Even  the 
celebrated  Lavoificr,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Con- 
fiituent  Affembly  to  invefligate  this  fubjed,  did  not 
<îivîde  thefe  two  diftinâ.  branches  of  income,  and  yet 
he  alferted  with  confidence^  that  they  did  not  exceed 
laoo  mill  ions  "when  the  price  of  corn  is  twenty-four 
•livres  the  feptier  (of  five  bufhels).  He  very  jaftly, 
-however, .  took  the  price  of  corn  in  France  as  the  ba- 
ils of  his  calculations  ;  becaufe  in  eflimating  the  ter- 
ritorial revenue,  or  whole  agricultural  income  of. 
that  country,  not  by  the  actual  rent  of  the  land,  but 
by  the  net  profit  of  the  farmers,  whether  they  culti* 
vatc  their  own,  land,  or  on  joint  account  with  the 


(63) 
lûnd^và,  it  follows  thatthis.profit  ma&Tarj  confix 
<lerably  according  to  the  incrçaiè  or  diminution  of  the 
.market  price  of  the  crops.  In  a  word,  the  price  of 
corn  is  the  true  meafure  for  valuing  this  agricultural 
income  :  an  obfervation  which  it  is  impoitant  con* 
ûantly  to  keep  in  view. 

The  average  of  the  various  calculations  of  the  net 
.figricultùràl  income  of  the  kingdom»  ^  deduced  in  thi^ 
manner,  was  iioo  millions.  This  I  Ihall  adopt,  the 
/better  to  follow  all  the  hypothefes  of  thofe  whom  I 
ihall  have  pccafion  to  quote,  and  who  have  fet  out 
from  this  as  an  almoft  certain  datum.  iTet  I  confe^ 
I  have  fome  difficulty  in  conceiving  how  the  whole 
territorial  and  agricultural  revenue  fhould  not  exceed 
that  fum  in  £0  populous  aod  fo  rich  an  empire  as 
France  then  was.  When  we  refleél  on  the  great  ex- 
tent of  her  vineyards,  on  whofc  cultivation  more  at- 
tention was  beftowed  than  in  any  othçr  country  of 
Europe,  and  whofe  net  producç  was  generally  double  of 
.thai  of  the  beft  corn  lands,  I  am  almoft  difpofed  to  think 
that  the  net  revenue  of  the  land-owners,  properly  fo 
xalled,  muft  alone  have  amounted  to  near  iioo  mil* 
.'lions.  This  conjedture  acquires  additional  ftrength, 
if  we  confider  that  in  confequence  of  the  deteftable 
înilitutio.n  of  the  métayers  or  farmers,  on  joint  account 
with  their  landlords,  '  who  take  half  the  produce  in 
kind,  the  bulk  of  the  landholders  infenfibly  combined 
to  exadl  from  their  eftates  the  greateft  poffible  pro- 
fits, without  perceiving  that  it  would  rather  have 
been  their  intèreft  to  let  them,  and  thus  to  leave  thei  * 
farmer  not  merely  an  equal  fliare  of  the  grofe  pro- 
duce, but^an  equal  portion  of  the  clear  profits,  as  i^ 
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pra(5if(5d  în  England*.  Hcncé  I  conclude,  that  tfitf 
French  calculators  muft  have  committed  (bmc  error, 
when  they  cftimated  the  territorial  rental  and  agricul. 


*  It  is  a  wélî-known  faél,  that,  all  other  cîrcumftanccs  equal,  an- 

efiate  in  France  that  produced  on  an  average  a  crop  of  a  certain  vsduc^ 

•  -was  let  0t'a  much  higher  rent,  and  for  a  fhorter  term,  than  an  eilate  in 

England,  which  would  require  the  fame  (lock,  and  the  fame  ex- 

Ç:nfe«  of  cultivation,  andwhofe  poduce  would  be  of  the  fame  value* 
he  difference  was  ftill  greater  with  regard  to  thofe  provinces  of 
France,  juffîy  called  the  provinces  of ^/g*^/  cultivatiim  (petite  culture)  ^ 
where  the  métAyers  only  received  (for  their  labours,  their  expenfes, 
and  their  profits)  one  half  of  the  raw  produce,  whereas  in  £ngland 
farmers  get  nearly  three  fourths.    It  is  there  calculated,  that  the  pro* 
ducc  bçing  divided  into  four  nearly  equal  parts,  two  of  thefe  pay  the 
tithes,  the  jx)or- rate,  the  expenfes,  the  feed,  and  the  wear  and  tear 
of  the  fôrming  implepfients,  as  well  as  the  interefl  of  money,  and  th& 
wages  of  the  farmer's  fervants  arid  labourers.  The  third  conftitutcs  the 
rent  of  the  landlord,  who  is  chargeable  with  the  land-tax.    The 
fourth  is  the  net  profit  of  the  farmer,  out  of  which  lie  and  his  family 
muft  fubfift,  and  derive  any  augmentation  his  capital  may  require. 
This  nile,  no  doubt,  is  liable  to  a  great  number  of  exceptions,  ac- 
Cordhig  to  local  circumftances,  and  as  more  or  lefs  of  the  land  is  in 
pafture.     Here  however  it  is  Aifficient  to  prove  that  it  does  not  apply 
to  France,  fince  Mr.  Arthur  Yoting  informs  us,  that  fcven  eighths  of 
the  land  not  cultivated  by  the  land-ow tiers  themfelves  were  ci2tivated 
by  metayersy  who  made  one  half  of  the  advances  m  cattle,  and  yet 
only  received  one  half  of  the  grofs  produce  for  their  labonr  and 
their  advances.     It  is  aflerted,  that  before  the  revolution  the  major 
part  of  the  land-owners  began  to  perceive  that  this  execrable  fyftem, 
abfqlutely  unkrtown  in  England,  and  which  has  been  driven  out  of 
Scotland,  was  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  landlord  than  to  the  métayers. 
Unfortunately,  fince  the  reign  of  affighats  it  has  become  ftill  more 
general  in  Frante,  merely  becaufe  the  landholders  having  been  paid 
their  rents  in  a  fiéiitious  medium,  or  not  being  paid  at  all,  they  have 
endeavoured  to  follow  the  example  of  the  government,  by  payiiîg 
themfelves  with  their  own  hands  in  real  value,  that  is,  by  letting 
their  farnjs  on  this  kind  of  tenure.     However,  I  muft  confefs  that 
Mr.  Young  appears  to  have  exaggerated  the  nurtiber  of  them,  when 
he  fuppofes  them  to  conftitute  feven  eighths  of  the  land  not  cultivated 
by  the  proprietors  themfelves.     If  thefe  laft  occupy  one  third,  as  he 
fîates,  I  am  difpofed  to  believe  the  remainder  to  be  nearly  equally 
divided  between  thefe  métayers  and  farmers.     It  îs  in  confequence  pf 
the  fmall  number  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  hard  conditions  impofed 
on  tliem,  that  1  have  adopted  the  fum  of  iioo  millions  as  the  terri- 
torial rental  of  France.     But  I  confider  it  only  as  the  income  of  the 
landholdersp  whether  they  cultivated  thçir  eftates  themfelves,  or  by 
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tufaliticoÉie  t>f  the  kingdom  at  only  looo,  or  i  iob,  or 
1 200  millions  :  yêt  c^^en  of  that  fiim  it  fdi  fliôrt,  if 
«vse  may^believe  moft.of  the  parliaments,  {)atticdlarly 
tfaafe  of  Grenoble  and  Toulouie,  whicli  in  1787  ai^- 
ferted,  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner,  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  taxes  being  600  millions^  exceeded 
two  thirds,  and  even  amounted  to  thtre  fourths  of  the 
whole  territorial' income.  This  was  reducing  it  to  8'ao 
millions,  which  was  the  old  valuation.of  Forbonnaîé. 
We  Ihould  deviate  «kfs  from  the  trutli  by  adopting 
that  of-^M;  dc  Calonile,  'which  ^ifes  the  net  inoomte 
to  1500,  or  that  of  General  Montcfquiou,  who  va- 
lued it  at  125Ô,  which  is  .about  the  ^âippcxfed  net  agri- 
cultural revenue  of  England  and  âicotla^d,  if  we 
take  the  rent  of  the  landholders  at  twenty- five  mif- 
Idons  Ifterling^  and  add  an  equal  fum  iot  thb  profitsilf 
the  cultivators,  whether  proprietors,"  fiçrmérff,  orme- 
«tayeps.  •  •  --*"  ^'^  --  ■  '->  '■*•••  ^ 

We  Ihall  begin  by.  obferdng,  that  in-  Great  Brfc. 
tain  the  ftate  only  levies;  on  the  fwmercif  thefe  fpe- 
cies  of  incoJoie,  a  land*tax  of  oneitifffelfth,  or  two 
millions  fterlings  and  even  of  this  lafad- tax  a  confi- 
^erablé  part  is  borne  by  houlbs,  %4li6.  emoluments 
of  public  officdrs,  and 'by  other  fpecies  of  property 


fermers,  métayers,  or  vintagers'*V  However  fmall  tbe.profits  of  thefc 
three  defcriptions  of  hnibandmen,  I  think  they  may  be  fairly  eftimateâ 
at  2  or. 300  millions  ;  and  this»  according  to  my  calculations,  which 
I  confeis  are  fcarcely  lefs  hypothetical  than  that  which  I  here  adopt^ 
while  I  conteft  its  accuracy,  would  raife  the  agricultural  incomes  of 
the  land-owners  and  farmers  of  all  defcriptions  within  the  former 
limits  of  France,  to  between  13  and  140Q  millions. 

*  This  claTs  of  farmers  alfo  advance  «^1  thé  expeofes  of  cultivation,  and  re^ 
çcive  hay  the  produce  iu  kind.    T. 
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iiot  hitherto  mentioned. .  It  is  true,  that  the  more 
lenity  hflfs  been  ihown  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  rent 
of  land,  the  greater  the  advantage  derived  by  the  re- 
venue from  articles  of  confuniption,  which  have  been 
.  fubjeftcd  to  duties  infinitelyiaaoreconiiderable,  though 
'thefe  however  ^tppear  lefslvburdenfotne^   merely  be- 
caufe  they  bear  rathpron  expenditure  than, on  income. 
Few  perforis^  for  inftancc^  fufpea, .  that  under  various 
forms,  and  by  means  of  fhe.ixcife,  as  well, -on  malt 
liquors  as  on    diftilleries,    barley    alone    produces 
io  the  revenue. an  annual  fijm  of  nearly  three  mil- 
lions fierling»    Another  fa<ft,  which  will  appdar  ftill 
-inore  extraordinary,  and  j?rhich.will  place  in  a  very 
iirong  lightwthe  , advantage -cif;. combining  -indirecSt 
taxation  with  a  dire<5t  tax  .ôia-todiiiSj  that  the  King  of 
;Great  Britain  levies  on  fthe::AVixies  of  Portugal  eon- 
^imed  in  .England  and  Scoriand,  a; lax  which  exceeds 
the  fum  total  of  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  where 
thofe  w  incs  ard  git)\yii  **^    . .     . 

.  Purfuing.»:  direâly  oppofite  line  of  coi6iu(9-|,  and. 
cxtradUQg  dontributions  at  the  very  fpuree^of  territo- 
jrial  produoe,  the  Conllituent  Aflembly:{l»îi  not  even 
deign  tp  inquire  the  .number  oCproprietors  of  land, 
whofp  fubfiflçncç  the  income  they  were  about  to  tax 

*  Thfefe  duties  ^mounted  in.  1795  to  1,24^,290/.  which  rauft  f^r 
exceed  the  public  revenue  of  the»  kfiigdom  of  Portugal    , 

We  have  everv  reafo^i  tp  bèliçyç  that  the  fum,  totfi  x?f.  tlic . contri- 
butions psid  by  thp  people  of  Gr^pat  Britain,  including  tl^etiçhes,  the 
poor-rates,  thp  expenfes  ofcallcfting,  and  thç  pfovindal  and  local 
taxes,  equals,  o|;  even  fui-p^fle's^  the  fmn  total  of  the  rental  of 
land,  houfes,  canals,  forefts,  aad'mines,:  a  faft  which  is  fufficie^t 
to  difconcert  the  propagators  of  the  fyftem  of  the  impôt  unique  (oiji 
jand),  and  confiderably  to  embarrafs  the  parliaments  of  Grenob^o 
j(nçl  Touloufe,  ... 
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was  prevîoufly  to  fupply.  That  aflembly  thought 
themfelves  fufficientiy  powerful  to  lay  upon  the^ 
proprietors  alone»  all.  ^e  burdea  of  a  yafi  numbei^ 
^f  other  taxes^  ^^^^  ^Ï^ÎP'  ^^^^  immemorial  by  the 
confumcr,  and  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns  ha4 
becrr,  by  degrees»  accuflomed.  All  thefe  they  re- 
pealed, exchanging  them  for  a  linglc  tax  on  lanc^ 
and  rejeéted  with,  difdain  the  warning  of  a  deputy 
who  obferved  to  his  colleagues,  that  their  inexperience 
itfelf'  obliged  them  4o  preferve  the  model  t^f  the  exifting 
taxes.  But  they  were  fo  poifoned  with  iht  fhyjiocratic^ 
fyHem^  that  they  loaded  the  lands  with  an  annui^ 
tax,  which,  with  the  cxpenfes  of  collecting,  and  the 
additional  fous  for  local  expenfes,  amounts  to  nearly 
300  millions. 

The  efFeâs  of  this  meafure  on  the  public  revenue 
are  well  known,  and  every  one  perceives  that  their 
fucceffors  neither  know  how  to  abandon  this  contri- 
bution, nor  how  to  fupply  its  place.  We  (hall  pre- 
fently  iee,  that  although,  according  to  the  decree,,  it 
ought  not  to  have  exceeded  in  principal  or  in  addi- 
tional ibus  a  fourth  of  the  net  income^  thofe  who 
made  this  decree  themfelves  acknowledge  that  \t  e^ 
ceeds  a  third  \  that  mfeveraVplaces  it  is  even  more  than 

half'^  ;    that  in  the    department    of  the   Landes  it 

'  .  1 

*  This  ÎS  the  valuation  made  by  Harmand  of  the  Meufe,  wjo  is 
the  leafl:  addi(?Ved  to  exaggeration  of  all  the  members  of  the  two 
Councils.  After  complaining  of  the  great  excefs  beyond  the  maximvm 
fixed  by  law,  he  added — **  N^rîs  it  the  maiority,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  very  fmall  minority  of  the  contributors  (in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  feven),  whofe  afïeflments  are  within  the  limits  of  the  masii* 
mtmJ^ — ^The  Deputy  Rouvelet  has  lately  confirmed  this  afllertion 
(on  the  I oth. September  1798),  when  he  declared — "  that  foine  dc-* 
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kmoi^nts  to  four  ffths\  that — '^  if  implicit  confidence 
is  placed  in  the  accounts  fornlfticd'  by  each  depart-^ 
tnent,  it  would  be  impojpbh  to  make  it  amount  to.  1 80 
millions  *  ;"  and,  in  fliort,  that  all  the  endeavours 
that  have  been  made  to  colleét  it  only  produce  very 
Render  fumsy  and  that  there  muft  be  fome  radical  vic^ 
in  the  new  fyftem  ^, 

*'  To  difcover  that  a  radical  vice  exified,  was  far  from 
dtfticult  :  it  would  have  been  much  more  important 
to  have  expofed  this  vice  itfelf  to  view.  It  evidently 
confifted  in  the  grofs  injuftice  of  the  pretended  afleff- 
inent  (cadajire)^  which  had  been  made  only  as  a^rp- 
mfory  meafure.  "     . 

.The  principle  oî  \hc  progrejfive  fax  having  been 
proclaimed,  ,and  even  decreed,  at  the  time  when  thefe 
provifory  afleflinents  were  made,  all  the  great  pro- 
prietors were  overloaded,  thereby  to  relieve  the  fmall 
ones.  As  the  number  of  the  latter  in  France  is  very  con- 
fiderable,  as  it  had  greatly  increafed  lince  the  fale  of  the 
church-lands,  and  before  this  new  diflribution  occu- 
pied one  third  of  the  whole  territory,  it  follows  that 
the  more  they  have  reduced  their  quota  the  lefs  advan- 
tage will  the  coUeôor  derive  from  purfuing  them,  {o. 


partments  pay  a  fourth,  a  third,  and  even  half  of  the  net  income 
-of  the  land,  while  others  only  pay  a  fiith,  an  eijghth,  or  even  a 

ninth  part. 

*  Report  delivered  on  the  23d  April  1797,  by  the  committee  ap^ 

fiointed  to  examine  the  memorials  of  the  departments  that  complained 

of  being  taxed  beyond  their  ftrength. 
. ,    f  "  When  I  behold  our  country  villages  converted  into  fb  many 

warlikejpoiis,  with  each  a  garrifin  (to  enforce  the  taxes)^  and  yet  all 

thefe  efforts  only  produce  inconfiderable  effe^s^    I  perceivct   there 
^inud  be  {bme.radicai  vice  in  the  fyfterti  of  our  taxation/'— Bruflé's 

]peecj^  in  the  fitbg  of  the  3  ift  May  1 798. 
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that  he  principally  exercifes  his  rigour  on  the  contrl- 
jbutor  who  has  already  been  burdened  beyond  his  abi- 
lity.    This  is  the  true  radical  vice  of  the  new  fyftem. 

Another  vice,  no  lefs  radical  than  the  former,  is 
the  alteration  of  the  quota  fVom  year  to  year  ;  and 
that  thofe  who  regulate  it  inquire  not  fo  much  what 
is  the  net  income  of  each  contributor,  as  to  what 
fa<^ion  he  belongs.  The  confequence  is,  that  the 
pretended  afleffment  is  merely  a  moving  pi6lure  ;  and 
as  a  very  intelligent  vrriter  has  lately  obferved,  tkejpur^ 
chafer  of  an  efiate  now  rated  at  ten  thotifand  livres,  has 
nofecurity  that  next  year  it  may  not  he  rated  at  twenty 
or  thirty  thoufand. 

We  ought  not,  perhaps,  îo  much  to  accufe  the  al- 
ternate reaftions  of  different  fadlions  of  this  uncer-, 
tainty,  as  the  extravagance  of  the  law  which  orders 
the  afleflbrs  not  to  regulate  the  tax  by  the  true  rent 
that  might  be  obtained  for  the  land  if  let  to  farm  ; 
but  to  calculate  the  net  produce,  after  deducing  all 
cxpenfes — an  expreffion  the  mdft  ambiguous  that 
could  have  been  employed,  and  which  has  admira- 
bly ferved  thofe  who  have  had  t}ie  art  to  turn  this 
calculation  to  their  advantage,  and  to  confound  the 
ideas  of  the  ignorant  municipal  officers  appointed  to 
j)erfprm  this  complicated  operation  *. 


*  It  is  much  lefs  fo  in  Great  Britain,  where  only  the  rent  is  taxed, 
and  where  the  bulk  of  the  land  being  let,  a  view  of  the  leaies' 
might  be  demanded  once  in  every  fifty  or  hundred  years,  and  the 
aflefTments  corre6ted  according  to  thefe  concluilve  documents  :  but 
in  a  country  where  not  one  third  of  the  lands  are  let^  to  tax  «a 
cftate  by  the  net  p-educt^  and  to  pretend  to  determine  and  to  vary  this 
.from  year  to  year,  furelv  fo  gigantic-an  cnterprife  was  truly  worthy 
:bf  the  French  economius.  About  a  year  ago  the  Deputy  Saintho- 
rent  accufed.  the  Coaftituent  AlFembly  of  having  adopted  ^enntiom 

^3 
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Had  the  afleflmcnts  been  made  with  fairnefs  and 
întellîgence,  had  they  been  fixed  in  an  invariable 
ttianner  for  a  long  ferles  of  years,  and  had  each  eftaté 
been  taxed,  tiot  in  proportion  to  its  pretended  net  in- 
come, but  according  to  the  rent  that  could  be  pro- 
cured fot;  it,  or  without  inquiring  whether  the  propri- 
etor was  rich  or  poor,  ariftocrat  or  democrat,  it  would 
not  have  been  impoffibh  to  levy  aland-tax  of  180  mil- 
lions, although  it  would  have  been  much  wifer  to 
have  demanded  at  firft  only  fixty,  and  to  have  in- 
creafed  it  gradually  one  fous  per  livre  every  five  years  ; 
whereas  in  the  p'rcfent  ftatc  of  affairs  it  is  not  within 
the  power  of  man  to  levy  more  than  a  third  of  the 
300  millions  fo  unequally  impofed.  Every  one  will 
fubfcribe  to  this  opinion  when  it  is  known  that  tte 
moft  produdtive  eflates  are  flill  taxed  by  their  net  in- 
come in  178^9,  writhout  confidering  that  the  fuppref- 
fiori  of  the  ground-rents  has  annihilated  a  great 
part  of  the  income  of  many  eftates,  and  without 
CQnfidering  that  fince  that  period  the  ravages  of  war, 
tlie  want  of  cattle  adapted  to  ploughing  and  drawing, 
the  deficiency  of  manure,  the  diminution  of  the  pro- 
duce, thé  deterioration  of  the  roads,  the  high  inte-^ 
reft  of  money,  the  fcarcity  of  hands,  the  exceflive 
price  of  labour,  the  impoverifhment  of  the  con- 
fumers,  and  laflly,  the  fall  in  the  price  of  provifions. 


data^  and  loudly  called  for  the  re^îfïcafton  of-  the  afïcflhiènt  books-^ 
•  •*  This  vail,  this  foblime  meafure,"  faid  he,  **  will  be  worthy  of  a 
place  among  the  fefti  of  the  republic;  it  will  confer  diftinguifhed  . 
honour  on  the  prefent' fitting." — But  the  Council,  no  doubt  confider- 
îng  the  ftep  astoo  vqfi^  palled  to  the  order  of  the  day  y  and  the- land- 
fax  continued  to  be  levied  according  to  the  old  lifli,  of  which  the 
grouadjs  are  iiaaninooiuily  acknowledged  to  be  errontous. 
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Which  has  been  its  unavoidable  cohfequehce,  hard 
reduced  to  one  half  the  net  mdome  ipoken  of  above; 
Of  thèiè  allegations  abundant  proofs  will  be  found 
in  the  reports  of  the  two  lafl  years* 

I  Ihall  begin  with  that  of  Defermont,  when  in  Janu- 
ary 1797  he  folicfted  fomé  alleviation  for  the  weftem  . 
departments — *'  I  come/'  faid  he,  "  to  requeft  that 
we  may  rcfcue  from  the  oppreffions  of  the  garnifersk 
thofe  faithful  inhabitants,  who,  after  a  four  years  ab* 
ience  from  their  homes,  found  them  at  their  return  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  ruins.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the 
forced  loan;  this  loan j has  been  paid  by  them,  and 
that  in  fpecie,  while  throughout  the  reft  of  the  republic 
it  has  been  paid  only  in  paper.  Columns  of  armed 
men  advanced  againfl:  their  habitations,  diftrained 
their  cattle,  and>  if  the  loan  was  not  immediately 
paid>  drove  their  beafts  to  be  flaughtered  at  the  camp.- 
Such  have  been  the  proceedings,  I  do  not  fay  againft" . 
the  rebellious  or  fubdued  diflriéls,  but  towards  thofe- 
inhabited  by  known  and  tried  patriots.'* 

A  fortnight  after  the  report  here  quoted,  GoupiU 
leau  œmplained  of  a  letter  of  the  minifter  of  jufticc, 
prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of  La  Vendée  from  reclaim^ 
ing  any  part  of  their  loffes.  ^*  And  fmce  all  their 
iwfhmenis  (^f  hujhandry^^*  faid  this  deputy,  ^^  are  de*  . 
ftrçj^edy  iow  is  it  foffiblejheyjhovjd  labour  f^^ — This  a(^ 
fertion  of  Goupilleau  b  the  more  worthy  of  credit,  as 
he  had  recently  been  travelling  over  the  country  be- 
tween the  Loire  and  the  ocean.  "  All  their  houfes,'* 
continued,  he,  "  are  deftroyed  ;  every  thing  is  ruined  ; 
^d  the  population,  rçduccd  to  little  more  than  half^ 
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e^B  only  unUe.  in  pr«ii^nCli>g  the»  republic  wkb  a  heap 
pf  <^^J  ^f? J  i/if^^  bodies. ^^  '       .'..,:    . . 

In  the  fame  litt^ng  Luminais  deplored  ^^  the 
atrocious  and  gigantic  fyfiem  which  had  thus  been 
conceived,  arranged,  and  executed^  of  de^roying 
throughout  a  fpace  of  4  or  500  Iquare  leagues  cyery 
thing  which  human  indufiry  had  produced^  and  an- 
Bihilating.  the. human  race  there  without  difiinâion 
of  innocent  or.  guilty.  To  accomplifh  this  objeâ, 
which  they  have  almofi:  efFeéled,  it  was  oeceifary  to 
commit  thofe.  unheard-of  crimes  which  will  make  fu- 
ture generations  fh  udder  with  horror.  Had  no  pil* 
l.age  been  committed  but  that  of  the  foldiers,  the 
country  would  not  have  been  ruined  ;  but  a  cloud  of 
voracious  lopuils  followed  them  under  the  name  of 
civil  commiffaries,  military  commifTaries,  purveyors, 
flore-keepers,  vi<ftuallers.  Thefe  feized  the  rich  prey, 
and  fhared  it  among  themfelves  in  the  name  of  the 
republic,  tp  whom  they  affigncd  by  far  the  ûnalleft 
portion.  /  ejimate  at  more  than  a  milliard  (about  forty 
millions  flerling;  the  damages  arifing  from  the  pillage 
oft  the  moveable  efFe6ls,  from  the  burning  of  houfes, 
the  lofs  of  crops,  the  defer tion  of  lands  and  manu* 
faiîlures,  the  cutting  down  woods,  and  the  carrying  off 
rattle  in  the  infurgent  departments  beyond  the  Loire*." 

— ■  ■'         ■■■... II. <■■■■  ^     II  ■  ii»ii     I  .,11  HI,  ■■       II I    ■■■>  II 

J*  No  regard  however  was  then  paid  to  this  too  faithbl  pi<3|ire  of 
the  damages  they  had  fuftained;  and  the  committee  of  finances  laid 
precifely  the  fame  tax  upon  tliem  as  if  they  had  neither  been  tiUaged^ 
nor  burnt ^  nor  depopulated,^  nor  deferted.  Nor  was  it  tiU  they  dilcovered, 
by  experience,  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  making  them  pay  taxes, 
fqr  the  payinent  of  which  no  means  exilt^d,  that  they  i  felt  the  pro« 
pricty  of  granting  them  a  difcliarge.  Dubois^  the  reporter  from  the  . 
Council  of  Ancients,  faid^  "  Th^  the  inhabitants  were  very  labo-^ 
nous  and  very  induftrious  \  but  that  in  the  parts  xnolJb  ravaged  they 
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Thîsuèiatés  only  to  Ûùè  fotar  Rebellions  departmenti 
of  Maine  et  Loire,  La  Imre  inférieure,  Là  Vendée^' 
and  Les  èèKx  Sèvres,  a  country  which  it  was  the 
mMc  c^ntial  to  preferve,  as  it  was  formerly  one  of 
the  mod  agricultural  part^  of  France.  But  thefe  are 
Hot  the  <m]j  departments  which  the  revolution  has 
ruined^  Jjtt  the  reader  contemplate  th©  following 
ftateittent  of  the  geAerat  diilrefs  >o(  alt  the  departmeritd 
given  by  Duprat  two  days  after  :  '*'  Remember,'* 
fzià  be,  '^  that  it  was  in  1791  that  the  lazsd^tax  wa9 
fixed  at  140  millions,  and  confider  what  has  happened 
lince  that  period.  Notwithftanding  the  depreciation 
of  paper,  notwithftanding  the  facility  of  making  pay- 
ments, there  are  ftiH  many  perfons  in  arrear  ;  there  are 
departments  where  the  contributions  for  the  years  11.  nu 
and  IV.  have  not  yet  been  paid»  If  fuch  was  the  faâ  at  al 
period  when  agriculture  was  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  and 
commerce  not  entirely  annihilated,  what  can  be  their 
prefent  condition,  when  we  have  no  commerce,  when 
the  foil  is  every  where  calling  out  for  the  hands  that 
have  been  taken  from  it,  when  part  of  the  lands  are 
not  cultivated  at  all,  while  the  remainder  only  receive 
half  the  manure  and  ploughing  they  require,  and  when 
in  general  thày  yield  one  third  lefs  produce  than  in 
179 1  Î  It  is  evident  that  it  will  be  impojjtble  to  raifc 

ffill  continued  to  dwell  among  heaps  of  ruins  and  of  rubbifh.  Citizens 
i^prcfentatiyes,'*  added  he,  **  the  wounds  of  La  Vendee  are  by  no 
means'  radicaUy  cured,  nor  all  its  lofles  repaired." — ^They  believed 
him  on  hlsworâ,  and' granted  under  the  name  of  a  relief  (degrivt" 
w»/^,  a  fum  of  three  millions  on  the  contributions  of  the  year  vr. 
They  alfo  releafed'  thefe  four  departments  from  a  debt  of  nearly  the 
iiwae  amount  for  the  arrears  oi  the  year  v.  This  decree  was  made 
on  the  x6th  May  1 798.  ' 
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the  land-fax^  fhould  k  be  attempted  to  idâreaie  itbe^ 
yond  the  bounds  of  modeiatioiu** 

It  docs  not  very  cleariy  appear  whethcTj  in  aflerting 
^diminution  of  une  third  in  iht produce  o(  land,  the. 
leporter  meant  the  grofs  prôdqce,  or  its  value  when 
converted  into  money  :  but  it  is  natural  to  fuppoic 
that  he  combined  the  impoverifhment  of  agriculture, 
which,  through  want  of  manure  and  ploughing,  ex- 
traéls  lefs  from  the  earth,  with  the  impoveriihment  of 
the  confumer,  who  can  no  longer  afford  to  pay  the 
iame  price  for  provifions.  This  laft  muff,  however, 
be  the  principal  caufe,  fince  it  is  certain  that  for  thefe 
two  years  the  French  have  been  able  to  fupply  them- 
felves  with  provifions  without  inipgrting  any'  from 
abroad,  which  would  have  been  utterly  impoffible  if 
they  had  produced  one  fhtrdlefs  than  at  a  time  when. 
Ihey  did  not  fupply  their  own  confumption.  It  is  jtio 
lefs  true  that  the  general  mafs  of  their  crops  has  al-, 
ready  decreafed  5  for  Dupont,  who  was  reproached 
with  this  diminution  as  one  of  the  deplorable  confe- 
quences  of  the  land-tax,  and  who  never  omits  to  ex- 
tenuate its  effecfts,  has  not  ventured  wholly*  to  deny 
it.  Our  crops^  faid  he,  on  the  iff  September  1797, 
are  not  conftderahly  dvninijhed\  aind  then  he- proceeded 
to  accufe  theferies  of  accidental  misfortunes  experienced 
hy  the  republic,  àfc.  as  their  caufe.  .       ..  ^ \ 

In  calculating  the  amount  of  this  diminution,  we 
muff  remember,  firft,  That  the  old  population  of 
France  having  been  diminiflied  by  ai  ïeaÔ  one 
eighth,  the  crops  might  decreale  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion, without  any  fearcity  being  pcrcei wd  :  i>ad. 
That  the  republic  being  in  poflfefflon  of' the  gra- 
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îiàry  of  the  Ix)W  Countries,  and  of  all  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  a  country  almoU  equally  fertile, 
though  not  fo  well  cultivated  as  that  of  Beljgium^ 
all  the  furplus  of  the  territorial  produce  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, which  is  very  considerable,  has  been  received 
by  the  republic,  where  it  has  amply  fupplied  the  dcfi* 
cit  :  3d,  That  no  more  flour  has  been  exported  to 
the  colonies,  where  a  quantity,  amounting  to  lèverai 
millions  of  livres,  was  formerly  annually  fent  :  4th,  ' 
That  more  than  one  half  of  the  arihies  have  fubfiûed 
at  the  expenfe  of  Germany  and  Italy  :  5th,  and  laft* 
ly.  That,  owing  to  the  favourablenefs  of  the  feafons, 
the  two  laft  years  have  been  remarkably  fertile  in 
corn.  By  combining  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  very 
eafy  to  dilcover  how  France,  while  experiencing  a 
confiderable  deficit  in  the  mafs  of  her  produce,  has 
Been  able  to  compenfate  it  without  having  recourfe  to 
foreign  countries,  or  even  why  Ihe  might  now  be  able 
to  export  foi^  little  corn,  although  her  produce  had 
fefïftbly  diminiflied. 

Duprat  refled  this  diminution  on  a  faâ  which  no 
one  attempted  to  conteft,  and  which  throws  new  light 
on  the  extravagant  baiis  adopted  for  the  affefTmierit  of 
the  land-tax.  *^  In  the  department  of  the  Landes,** 
faid  he,  "  more  than  400  landholders  have  brought 
appeals  and  folicited  for  abatements  before  the  central 
adminiftration  ;  and  to  prove  the  jqftice  of  their 
claims,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  municipal  admi*. 
niilrators,  offered  to  abandq^i  the  whole  of  their  in- 
come to  the  republic,  if  they  could  be  fuffercd  to  en- 
joy a  Ihare  equal  to  the  amount  pf  the  tax  ;  in  other 
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^otâs^  îix  lieu  ô£  bciiig  taxed  onefif^h  ùî  tbeîr  tn- 
come^  mo^re  than  four  fifihs  were  cxa<fted." 

This  alfo  is  one  of  thofe  allegations  which  wHl^  at 
firfi  light,  feem  an  unfounded  exaggeration;  and 
perhaps  it  would  have  appeared  fo  to  the  author  of 
this  woirk»  had  he  not  feen  it  confirmed  a  year  after 
in  tlfô  anfwer  given  to  a  quefiion  hy  an  anonymous 
banker,  who  inquired  why  the  farmer  can  bo  longer 
pay  either  their  rent  or  their  land- tax.  The  reafoi^ 
affigned  was,  thai  in  Ueu  of  a  fifth  or  a  fourth^  the  hu 
ier  often  ahforhs  four  fifths  of  their, net  income^.  Such 
have  hten  the  refults  of  the  great  and  ti^minous  con- 
ception ÙÎ  ^roviforily  regiftering  all 'the  lands  of  the 
tepnhlic>  and  taxing  the  departments  m  a  ratio  com* 
|>ounded  of  their  population  and.  extent,  without  re- 
gard to  titcit  harrenncfe  or  fertility, 

Sor  ought  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  crying  injufiice 
©f  this  republican  dffeflraent  is  eirtifely  to  be  attri- 
buted  to  thjc  party,  fpirit,  or  the  alternate  revenge  of 
khe  different  aâeifors,  fometimes  againfl  a  particular 
immune,  and  fometimes  againfi  a  particular  indivi- 
diual.  Long  before  the  economifls  began  to  write, 
Colbert  had,  like  them,  fonned  an  idea  of  a  general 
fiirvey  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  purfued  it  with 
fo  much  ardour,  that  he  had  tlie  glory  of  completing 
it  in  fbme  provinces.  What  is  very  remarkable,  the 
commiffionets  of  the  Grand  Monarque  proceeded  pre* 
Cf&ly  hi  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  Great  Nation, 
^ith  this  finglè  difference,  that  the  tax  on  many 


♦-  See  the  eleven  qUeftions  ftated  in  VAmi  des  Loix^  together  with 
the  anfwers.  To  both  tliefe  I  fliaU  fometimes  have  occaliou  to  refer. 


J 
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cftatcs,  în  lieu  of  only  amounting  to  four  fifths  ofttkè 
net  produce,  cacceeded  the  whole  ;'  and  the  ptxypïrîâL» 
tors  not  being  able  to  offer  his  M^efty  to  eitcbou^ . 
thé  revenue  he  intended  to  leave  them  fbr  that  he 
tobk  away,  entirely  abandoned  their  eflatës^  to  the 
king.  Colbert^  however^  to  frufii^ate  this  atteiupt, 
publiflied  an  çdi6t,  forbidding  thepi  to  abandon  {heir 
eûates,  unlefô  they  at  the  famé  time  renoifnoed  all 
thtiv  other  property.  This  faél  déferres  mentioik^*  to 
fliow  that  the  tax  on  the  net  produce ^  and  the. /^ri- 
it^rial  padqjlre  f»rcenfus)^  are  a  kind  of  experïiùen^ 
tvhich  thç  financiers  of  France  renew,  like  that  of 
i\ïét  paper  duulation;  about  once  in  a  century.  It  is 
true  that  Colbert,  before  he  had  time  io  complete  his 
proje<ft,  perceived  that  wholel  pariflies  had  ceafed  to 
he.  cultivated,  and  therefore  he  immediately  granted 
them  extraordinary  bounties  to  induce  them  toirsfome 
their  cultivation ,  This  minifter,  however,  only  crushed 
agriculture  to  encourage  and  advance  conunerce; 
but  we  have  yet  to  learn  where  the  Colberts  of  tiefmb- 
lican  France,  who  have  defiroyed  her  commercé,  Will 
now  find  cefources  from  whence  to  grant  the  boilhties 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  refioration  of  agficul* 
ture. 

I  know  that,  from  the  impoffîbility  of  finding  the 
money  required,  they  have  granted  dégrév&mnS  to  fe- 
veral  places,  of  which  little  has  been  faid,  left  otha^ 
fiiould  avail  themfelves  of  it  to  afk  for  fimilar  relief. 
In  fhort,  all  the  departments  folicit  a  reduâion  of 
one  half,  and  are  not  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  re- 
mainder with  which  they  agree  to  be  chargeable»    It 
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k  long  (ince  the  committee  of  finances,  of  whlek 
Gibert  was  chairman,  bad  prepared  the  public 
mind  for  fome  confiderable  reduâion  ;  for,  in  the 
repdct  of  the  4th  June  1797,  they  declared,  *^they 
were  iM>t  ignorant,  that  the  fcarciiy  of  fpecie,  the 
hi^  rate  of  intereft,  the  ftagnafion  of  commerce 
and  manufadures,  the  high  price  of  lahmtr^  and  ^c 
want  of  horfes,  had  rendered  the  coUeÔing  direâ 
contributions  more  difficult  for  the  prefent,  if  not 
-for  feveral  years  to  come/* 

,  Gf  this  report  Gibert  was  afterwards  accufed  as  of 

ia  criine  ;  but  on  this  point,  at  leaft,  his  perfecutors 

were  obliged,  like  him,  to  confefs  the  truth  ;  for,  fix 

days  previous  to  the  18th  Fruélidor,  Fabre,  who  fuf- 

fered  no  opportunity  to  efcape  of  accufing  Gibert's 

.party  of  maliciou jly  refufing  the  neceflary  taxes, 

agreed  with  him,  that  '^  the  taxable  produce  had 

fenfibif  dimini(hed  by  the  exceffive  rilfe  in  the  price  of 

;labaur,  and  the  devaiiations  of  the  war/* 

AH  thefe  prcfentiments  have  been  fully  juftified, 
whether  by.  the  enormity  of  the  deficit,  of  which  I 
fhall  give  the  amouril  hereafter,  or  by  the  report  of 
La  Broufte,  a  deputy  from  the  Gironde,  on  the  ftate 
of  that  department,  which  is  as  fertile  as  the  Landes 
are  barren  ;  and  which,  however,  has  not  been  ra- 
vaged either  by  civil  war  or  foreign  hofiilitfes.  He 
aflTerted  on  the  3 ifl:  December  1797,  and  without 
beirtg  contradidled  by  any  one,  that  "  more  than 
40,000  executions  (confraifites)  had  httxi  decreed  i  and 
that  the  unfortunate  farmers  daily  beheld  their  goods 
and  fiocfc  carried  away  to  the  market-place,  where. 
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for  want  of  pnrcfaafeis,  tbcy  were  fold.fixr  a  mom 
trifle^  axid  without  being  at  all  produâive  to  Ûêù 
plibKc  treàftûy." 

.  If  we  'iaikc  this  as  a  ground  of  calcuktîoa  for  the 
tiumbçr 'of  executions  decreed  in  the  other  depart^ 
ments^'we  rnufi  conclude^  that  near  fcnarmillioDS q£ 
perfons  are  in  farrears,  againft  whom  iùnîlar  rigoms 
are  exétcifed;  but  this  eoncliifion  would  evidently 
be  exaggerated,'  becaufe  La  Broufte  fpoke  of  a  coun- 
try'of  viûe3rards,  where  the-  erppshave  fyffered  coaa^ 
-jidcrably  during, the  two  laft  years.  Yet  to  whatever 
number  the- ^«^«rWwfJtaro  reduced,  it  is  certain^  th^ 
oblige  the  trcafury  to-  keep  in  their  em^doy  an  atmy- 
-of  agel>ts^tog^afecurte  the  infclvent  cukiyator^  and  to 
drag  his  effi3s  tafalei  Thefe  agents  are  called  gorm^ 
fonss  or  gami/èrf  I  they  quarter  at  difcretion  upon  the 
perfon  in^rrear,  who:  is  oMiged  to  furtjifli  them  with 
lodging  and  fublifience,  .'and  'pay  them  twenty  Ibùs 
Ipèr  day.  Thus  do  they. live  atVhis  expenfe^  tiE 
,hè  is  abfolatèly  unable,  to  pay  their  ftipend>  or  fur- 
nifh  them  with  fubliAence;  and  this  becomes  a  fuffir 
cient  authority  for  their  taking  away  the  furniture  of 
the  cottage,  and  leaving  it  entirely  empty.  . 

Thefe  garnifefs^  or  garnifotis^  have  given  three  great 
blows  to  the  agriculture  of  France  :  ,i  •  By  the  increafe 
.of  thofe  e>çpefj^s  which  are  a  total  lofs  to  tbe£|r- 
niers^  and  the  anxiety  to  which  they  expofe  then», 
a,  %  the.  fall  in  the  price  of  articles  whicli  they  are 
obliged  to  fell  at  any  price,  to  efcape  from  tbi^.fw^rpi  of 
extortioners  J  for,  as  Lauflat  has  very  juflly  pbferved, 
^r  whether  the  market  is  favourable  or  not,  whether 
the  interell  demanded  for  money  be  legal  ^r  hot, 


rotm^  -nufi'  be  procsced  ^  ;  othermfey  %::^gff^hr 
cctHiet  toidbidethd  pdaiaRt'ftioalf  <»f  bread;. laootTob 
his  family  of  their  money  and  their  hsép^    g.  By 
-aie  TâfirîitiHpnber  of  tlje&  very  men  wholiàye  quilted 
Ae  fffrmid^  Kfe^  to  teake  w«r  on  «hofe^trbor  devote 
ibem&Ivcs  :taît. .  it  is  unnecéiiaTy  to  add^  that  they 
havealfoadopteé a  mode  of  li|e more  favocurabte  than 
aây  ^iher  to  the  indulgence  of  idlimfs  add  ivsce; 
•  The-  'tacaéHons  how  pri<aîfed  bjy.fchlf-fifcal  army 
«uft.^lurely.  be»  ^eirycsucl' in- their  eftbasj  fince  they 
ibrGed>  the- fioJIowing  lameétationa  frqmrHaUiea  htm- 
felf  on  the  6th  March  îy 98  :*^  it^.is. tinte  to c^en 
pnr  leyes  to  the{enormo(i|ts:>ibiK2hàrgés  fufibrèd  by  the 
iam&oldetsy  •  and  efpebiaJiy  ^  ^be  jtm^KBUs^e/lMifi^ 
ment^qf  tie  ^garn^erSyyÙoA  impolitic:  aô^  well  as  hntnoraî 
{y^essLy  ^hich   &e  extremity  6f  .tiie  evil  perhaps 
Tendered  néceffutyi .  but  wbich  coûtribnies  ta  augmeqt 
^c  etil  itfelfj  that'iyfiem  which  beconics  a  caufe  df 
4be  iàmêraUty  <of  a  gieat  body  of.  citizens^  calkd 
^arntftri^  and  entourages  idlenefs  and  licentiaurne&  ; 
^bat  fyûem  from  which  may  refult  the  negleâ  of 
every  duty,  of  every  feeling  of  humanity  in  its  agents, 
of  whofe  copduâ:  complaint^  refound  from  cvei^ 
part,  becrfufe  every  part  is  infefled  with  their  idlenefs, 
ttiek  tifelèflfriefs,  and  their  vices;    that  fyftem,    in 
âiort,  which,'  by  augmenting  the  farmer's  débt^  rw* 
^ers  him  daily  lefs  able  to  difcharge  it;*    * 

This  truly  monftrons  tnftituiïon  of  garnlfers  exifted 
iinder  tlie  old  governments    They  were,  however, 

-  *  RèuiTeàu  has  faid,  that  it.  îs  fometimes.  the  enennity  of  the 
tax  that  keeps  an  article  at  a  law  price.  The  applic^oa  pf  this 
truth  wiH  be  hereafter  apparent.  .  "  '  \ 
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rarely  fent  but  to  the  diâriâs  in  arreàrsi.aiid  the 
feizures  were  not* made  till  after  coniiderablc  delays. 
It  was  not  till  tdwards  the  year  1 796  that  the  founders 
of  the  rqpublic  perfeded  the  fifcal  fcienoe,  bty  letting 
ioofe  thefe  officers,  like  birds  of  prey,  oit/cwryrfiit- 
mer  who  fhould  plead  his  inability  to  pay  the  land- 
tax,  not  merely  at  the  term  prefcribdd,  but  in  ad- 
vance*.  It  is  alfo  fince  that  period,  that  the  moft 
enlightened  deputies  have  been  incefiantly  reprefent^ 
ing  their  incrcaiing  misery  and  the  rapid  decay  of 
agriculture.  They  had  enumerated  the  incontrovertible 

*  While  the  author  wa^  publifhing  this  work  in  LiO()4pn,  the 
Committee  of  Finance  at  Paris,  on  the  28thJ^uary  1799»  ^^^^ 
rnaking  their  report  by  their  chainaan,  Males,  wb^rein  this  fubjeét 
is  placed  in  a  very  flriking  point  of  vi^w.  He  beg^  by.iUting, 
that  the  land  will,  in  the  prefent  year,  be  called  upon  to  pay^about  - 
joo  millions  for  the  land-tax  only  9  and  he  add^,  ^\This  taic  coits 
ten  millioùs  in  falaries  to  the  colIe(E^ors,  befidçs  the  fixed  falanes  ^^d 
poundage  paid  to  the  ninety  «eight  receivers  and  their  agents  ;  and 
which  is^  almoft  incalculable,  the  enormous  amount  of  the  executions, 
feizures,  and  fales  of  furniture,  enforced  by  the  garnifers  and, all  the 
innumerable  and  unperceived  vexations  that  uiualiy  attend  them." 

Th^  towns  have  not  efçaped  better  than  the  cquotry.;  for,,,to  ac- 
celerate the, receipts  of  the  poll-tax,  the  fumptuary,  .aiif  the  mobi- 
liary,  or  chattel  tax,  the  Treafury  has  fet  on  foot,  for  Paris  alonCj  a 
legion  of  200  garnifers,  at  half  a  crown  per  day  M^hen  unemployed, 
which,  for  that  very  reafon,  very  rarely  happens.  Who  can  read 
without  grief  and  indignation  the  laft  report  qf  ^he  Deputy  Laporte 
on  this  fubjeâ  on  the  loth  September  1798  ?  .*^  It  is  in  vain  that  at 
Paris  200  garnifers  are  maintained,  in  ruinous  aâivity,  at  three  livres 
per  day,  befides  twelve  meflengers  of  executions,  and /our  bailiffs, 
with  their  followers.  Too  often  their  intervention  ends  in  the 
niin  of  the  perfons  taxed,  or  in  merely  paying  the  ialaries  of  this 
army  of  bloodfuckers,  without  producing  any  advantage  to  the 
public,  treaifury.  An  exorbitant  afTeffment  of  froni  6000  to  10,000 
livres  hay  often  introduced  the  bailiff  and  his  attendants  into  a 
houfe,  where  he  has  found  only  an  old  crazy  truckle-bed  in  lieu  of 
the  rich  furniture  and  brilliant  luxury  which  reigned  there  in  the 
year  v.  More  intimately  acquainted  than  any  ot  my  colleagues 
with  the  alTefled  in  the  department  of  the  Seine,  owing  to  my  long- 
continued  connexions  with  them,  it  is  for  me  frankly  and  honefllv  (• 
declare  their  diftre/s  and  their  refources.** 
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^ptoôfk  of  ihefe:  facl»  in  fome  of  the  ûri  isçports  here 
cited;  when  M.  de  Calonâé  took  up  the  pen  in 
London^  towards  the^  middle  of  the  year  ^7979  ix> 
,téùxtè  tbeQi»  declaring  that  it  is  certain^'  that  the  cul* 
■tivatorsv-wiïo  before  were  too  poor^  have  -qo^- enriched 
'ihemfelres,  and  that  agriculture  haft  advanced. 

IicaîiftOt  berieve  that  \Vritet  has  fufFefed  hitnfelf 
to  be  deceived  by  the  pompous  orders  for  ihc  feftival 
éf'hgricttltnre  then  celebrating  in  France  1^.     I  am 

■«  ^ — I — :.i_-+. — '<«■■■      ^'.  ■ ''  '    ■  ■ 

•<fc  Thi»ft4l6Wmg  is  the  firfl:  order  on  this  f\xhjt^  :— <* Conffdering 

that  agriculture  is  the  fiçfl  gf.thç  arts^  that  it  is  the  firft  and  inex- 

hauftible  fource  of  public  proff)erity  and  national  riches,  &c.  orders: 

*''!Ak/Sk."  The  4iu<bandmen  ihall  mmgle  with  the  armed  citizens, 

''and,;at  a-  lignd  tie>  be  given,  fhall  inftantaneoufly  exchange  their  im- 

•^|Jtériierits  of'-agricitlture  for  mulkets.**  ' 

*r    With' t!ns  CWttefe  mirnicry  they  amufed  the  country  people,  at 

=  the  very  time  when  tiiey  were  ràifing  an  army  of  garni/ers^gaixait 

•  èïém<     TBcf^  order  does  not  ftate  what  poft  of  honour  the*  latter  arc 

^'to  otcupy 'at  this'feftival;  but  on  recommending  to  the  adminiftra- 

^'tièris  of  the  departments  to  celebrate  it  this  year,  the  mînifter  of  the 

Î  interior  reminded  them,  that  on  the  loth  Meffidor  the  benè^cent  îm- 

"|>lements  of  hulbandry  are  to  be  covered  loith  flowers^  and'héld  up  t9 

public -vefief^ion."  He  invited  them,  among  other  things,  to  eulogize 

'by  name,  bfefôre  the  aflembly  of  the  people,  thofe  difttîéts  where 

4he  greatdt>^'*is  difplayed  in  the  forms  of  houfes,  and  the  greateft 

'«é?«/«^  withiffi'^hcm,-  &c.  "  ' 

"  'It  is  net  véty  intelligible,  why  this  is  the  only  feftrwal i?i^here  the, 

'  Prefident  of  the  Direôory  docs  not  officiate  in  perion,  nor  under  what 

■  pretext  hé  difSdàîrfô  *tô  imitate  the  Emperor  of  China,   in  himfelf 

-  holding  the  golden  plough^  which,  at  Paris,  cuts  a  fbtroW  round  the 

altar  of  Liberty  and  Patriotifm.     The  Direftory  hare  alwiays  left 

this  office  for  the  adminiftrators  of  the  department  of  the. Seine,  and 

"  the  general  of  the  Parifian  guard,  who  have  this  year  ^tven  it  at 

oijce  a  Chinefe,  a  Phrygian,  and  a  Gaulilh  charafter.     The  Mbiti- 

teur  of  the  2d  July  1798,  No.  284,  fays,**  The  oriflamb  oi liberty 

waved  over  a  ftieaf  of  corn  ;  that  a  temple  of  verdure  ivas  raifed  to 

Cjibele  in  the  middle  of  the  grand  opening  in  the  Elyfian  Fields  ;  that 

the  car  of  Bacchus  was  drawn  by  ^xn  oxen,  whofe  horns  and  hoofi 

were  gilded  \  that  the  car  decorated  with  fruits  and  vine-branches 

ADDED  TO   THE   ILLUSION;  and  that  this  fhow  prefented  to  the 

imagination  thofe  ancient  feftivals  which  the  fertile  Phrygia  cele- 

*  brated  in  honour  of  the  goddefs  of  liarveûs  at  the  foot  of  Mount 

Ida." 
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falter  îtltlînÉfd'  toi  believe,  thisit  he  was  induced  to 
hazard  this  aflertion  by  a  confufed  recolledion  of 

**Biit  unfortunately*  Aïs  oriflamb,  this  w^atfiea/^  this  temple  of 
Cyhcle^  this  car  of  Bacchus^  and  the  fie  pxen  ^mith  9  tided  hoof s^  how- 
trUt  fefcinating  they  mi|;ht  be,  did  not  inflame  the  imagination  of  the 
Paridans.  Tins  appears  /from  a  work  of  a  German  doâôr,  named 
Meyer,  who  was  affeéted  even  to  tears  at  fo  dafficai  an  exhibition  : 
though  he  highly  parieg}'rizes  the  DireAory  for  the  ingenious  idea  of 
thus  reviving  the  Phrygiaa  feftival,  he  is  no  lefs  affliéled  at  the 
ftupid  inienfibility  with  which  it  is  attended  by  the  people-king  ;  he 
felt  a. great  depreflion  at  f^ing  fo  few  wtlldrejjed  fpeé^ators:  he 
even  complains  of  not  having  met  fo  great  a  crowd  at  this  feftival  as 
at  the  others,  and  of  having  heard  it  laid  in  certain  compaiftcs,  that 
they  feeuT  too  often  to  go  even  to  the  window  to  look  at  them, 

'This  indifference  of  the  French  feems  fo  rooted,  that  the  projeft 
of  making  theçn  a  people  truly  antique  will,  perhaps,  at  la  ft  be 
a'bandoned  as  à  hopelels  enterprife.  Their  leaders  have,  however, 
lately  hazarded  a  new  attempt,  oy  difplaying  before  them  the.monu- 
tneiits  of  ancient  Gi^ece,  which  have  been  brought  from  Rome  td 
Paris;  and  by  feÎEÎng  this  happy  occafîon  to  induce  them  to  make  a 
Itîiid  of  agricultural  inftitute,  the  great  principles  of  which  they 
have  Drefented  to  them  under  the  form  of  infcriptims.  Of  this  the 
following  are  examples: 

.  Where  laurels  grvio  the  arts  Jhall  hlefs  the  land. 
All'bfmnteous  Ceres  0»  our  trophies  f miles* 

'  To  Ceres  flill  èe  honour  paid  by  man^ 

Since  from  the  plough  the  patriot  firft  began. 

The  country  people,  to  whom  they  endeavoured  to  afford  a  repe- 
tition of  all  thefe  civic  fliows,  received  them  with  ftill  more  indiffer- 
ence than  thofe  of  the  capital;  and  this  degeneracy  of  the  public 
fplrit,  wbich  caufed  fuch  deep  regret  to  the  good  German  writer, 
lias  at  length  excited  the  indignation  of  one  of  the  new  deputies,  who, 
hn  the  ;m  July,  mounted  the  tribune,  and  thus  exprefled  himfelf  : 
**  It  is  highly,  iniportant  to  ftop  the  rétrogradation  of  the  public 
"Ipirit,  And  you,  my  colleagues,  who  like  me  have  lately  arrived 
fj-om  the  departments,  aifift  my  feeble  voice,  and  declare  what  you 
have  obferved.  Is  it  not  a  fsiâ,  that  tlie  civic  ceremonies  have  beea 
^eferted,  while  ihtfeftivaU  of  pagamfm  are  celebrated  with  an  oftea-^ 
iatious  pomp?  The  public  opinion,  which  has  been  corrupted, 
jnuft  be  correâed.  Çrilliai^t  even  to  glory  abroad,  we  bear  ^  the 
germ  of  ourdeftru6tion.in  our  bofoms.  Let  us  create  public  fpirit, 
and  the  fevcrity  of  the  laws  will  be  no  longer  necef&ryj  above  all, 
let  us  have  no  puerile  timidity  \  let  us  no  longer  compound  with 
.thofe  prejudices  which  have  almoft  ftifjed  the  republic  in  its  vçry 
infency." 

G    % 
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what  had  been  faid  of  the  opulence  ^f  the  farmeoS 

during  the  firft  years  of  the  revolution.    And,  in  fa<3:j[ 

■*    -■- 

^a*  ■  

Let  it  Dot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  temple  of  Cybele,  or  the  car  of 
Bacchus,  were  \S\t  fefiivals  of  paganifm  this  dcputv  meant  to  de» 
nounce.  No  ;  he  alluded  to  the  obftinacy  with  which  the  country 
people  dévote  Sunday  to  divine  worfliip.  Misfortune  always  renders 
men  religious,  and  as  that  is  tlieir  only  refuge  in  adverfity,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  the  innunaerable  victims  0/  the  revolution  crowà 
more  and  more  to  the  churches,  jointly  to  implore,  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  that  God  who  can  -reward  virtue  in  diftrcfs,  aad  punifh 
triumphant  vice. 
.  Such  is  the  laft  confolation  whFch  tlie  tyrants  of  that  naj^on  arc 
now  enéeavouring  to  wreil  from  the  people  ;  for,  ten  days  after  this 
deputy  hgj3  exhorteci  them  no  longer  to  compound  i^ii/i  préjudice^  one  of 
his  aflbclates  declared,  .that  the  furei^  encans  of  breaking  the  habit 
of  believers  keeping  Sunday,  were  to  fhut  up  the  churches, 
iand  to  permit  them  to  be  opened  only  on  the  décadi. — "  This,  you 
have  the  power  to  do,"  faid  he;  "  and  thusitis  that  largue.  The 
republic  does  not  pay  any  religion.  Now  to  iay  it  does  not  pa^,  h 
the  fame  as  to  fay  it  does  not  protêt  any  in  a  particule  manneiv 
But  you  do  protect  one  religion  in  a  partiç^ilar,|naQner,  iînce  you 
have  granted  the  ufe  of  churches.  Havii^  granted  churches  for 
divine  worfliip,  you  tnay  regulate  their  ufe,.  apd  fay  to. tbofe  who 
are  thus  permitted  to  frequent  them,  You  Jhatl  he  admitted  only  on/uch, 
a  day.  I  formally  demand,  that  thé  public  exercife  of  aAy  worihip 
whatever  be  permitted  only  on  décadi." 

This  demand  has  hitherto  been  taken  ad  referendum  :  npr  muft  we 
be  furprifed  that  Chriftians  fliould  experience  this  treatnient  from 
the  feel  of  hommes  fans  Dieu^  or  atheifts,  who  perlift  in  aflèrting, 
that  the  artillery  of  reafm  is  alone  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  great  and 
fatal  errtn-  of  believing  the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme  Being.  Perhaps 
they  have  reprefented  to  the  leaders  of  their  fe^l,  that  preachmg 
atheifm  will  procure  them  more  profelytes  than  yiolent  decrees;  and 
that  the  dragooning  praftifed  by  Lewis  XIV.  was  fo  much  the  more 
fatal  to  the  caufe,  as  it  drove  the  Proteftants  into  the  foirefts  of  ,the 
Cévennes,  where  they  worfliipped  God  with  niore  fem)ûr  than 
before. 

At  length  the  mînîfter  of  the  interior  has  yielded  to  this  advice, 
efpecially  fince  his  commiffaries  in -the  provinces  are  daily  writi^g^ 
that  the  proceffions  are  celebrating  with  oftentatious  pomp\  and 
that  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  growing  more  and  more  attached 
to  the  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being.  In  confequence,  Fr^çois  dé 
Neufchateau  has  recently  ordered  them  to  change  their  tone,  and 
has  addrefled  them  a  circular  letter,  wherein  he  points  out  the  means 
of  taking  advantage  of  this  revival  of  religion  to  reconcile  the 
Chriftians  to  the  regicide  govemn^ent,  and  to  fliow  them  that  the 
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ît  îs  very  true,  that  after  paying  their  rent  and  taxe» 
in  paper,   which  at  firlj:  coft  them  but  little,  and 
afterwards  fcarcely  any  thing,   a  great  number  of 
that  clafs  l)égan  td  experience  a  degree  of  eafe  in 
their  circumûances  till  then  unknown.    This  delufivc 
and  tranfient  affluence  deceived  Rœderer  fo  much,  • 
-  that  he  afferted,  two  years  fince,  that  agriculture  had 
"never  been  fo  likely  to  Jlourijh. — ^^  Let  our  minds  be 
at  reft/*  he  wrote, ^*  on  this  point;  the  manufaâo- 
ries  are  languifhing  ;  the  manufaâories  want  capitals, 
but  agriculture  has  never  had  fo  much  at  its  difpofal. 
The  ruin  of  the  landholder  has,  in  fa6l,  become  ait 
îmmenfe  boitkty  to  the  farmer.     By  means  of  this 
the  earth  has,  for  more  than  four  years,  been  enriched 
with  more  capital  than  aiiy  nation,  or  any  power,  has 
been  able,   at  any  time,    to  devote  to  agriculture. 
Befides  the  buried  capitals  which  peace  will  again* 
bring  to  light,  it  will  caufe  ftill  more  to  flow  in  from 
foreign  countries.    Never  werefo  many  repairs  necejfary 
to  prefervation,  nor  was  there  fo  much  profit  to  be  made 
ly  producing'^     The  following  paflage  of  the  fame 
writer  will  explain  the  meaning  of  this  fentence  2 
*^  There  is  no  proprietor  of  a  houfe  but  has  doors, 
windows,  roofs,  and  walls,  to  be  repaired  after  an 
interval  of  three  years,   during  which  his  income 
being  infufiicient  to  procure  him  neceflfaries,  forbad 

revolution  is  the  ijmk  ùf  tie  h^mte  EJfence  that  governs,  the  tvorU. 
He  exprefsly  charges  his  çpminiilaries  to  "  reprefent  Providence  him-' 
feîf  overturning  the  towers  of  the  Baflille,  and  then  bringing  back 


the  fugitive  tyrant  fromj  the  frpntiers  to  the  fcaffold^  to  expiate  his 
innumerable  crimes."     He  adds,  **  the  text  of  my  letter  may  eafily. 


uiiiuiiicrauic  iruiicb.        xic  «uius,   -'  ine  lexi  ^  my  (errer  may  eajit\ 

be  developed.^'  —  Abominable  affoçiatîon  of  cowardice,   hypocfify^ 
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him  to  attend  to  the  repair  of  his  luiîdings^  and  con^ 
dcraned  him  to  fufFer  them  to  perijhy  or  to  fertjh 
himfelf  with  hunger  and  with  cold." 

It  is  true,  this  writer  infifted  that  the  decay  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  ruin  of  the  proprietors,  had  in  faiSl 
operated  as  an  imtnenfe  bounty  to  the  farmers.     Bpt 
befides  that  this  robbery  by  the  farmers,  which  he  ha$ 
decorated  with  the  name  of  hounty^  has  added  much- 
lefs  to  their  riches  than  it  has  deducSled  from  thcii; 
morality,  Roederer  forgot  that  the  nation  fpeedily  re# 
demanded  this  hounly  ;  and  that  the  farmers  paid  fop 
it  very  dearly  by  the  double  fcpurge  of  the  maxi^ 
mum  and  of  requifitions,     Boifly  d'Anglas  has,  in  a 
lingle  fentence,  defcribed  the  perfecutions  to  which 
thefe  enriched  farmers  were  expofed.    //  was  the  chfs^ 
faid  he,  that  gave  us  food ^  that  the  reign  of  terror  chiefly 
opprejfed.     In  the  Moniteur  of  the  29th  Auguft  17971 
arc  a  feries  of  fafts  till  then  unknown,  and  which  ihow 
the  means  employed  to  pillage  the  yeomanry  who  were 
ia  eafy  circumftances,  by  accufing  them  6f  ariflocracy^ 
and  by  "Tciifing  an  outcry  againfi  engr offers.   *'  And  who. 
were  ihcfe  arijlocrats  of  the  country  that  were  thus  per- 
lecuted  ?"  faid  Harmand  :  *'  thpy  were  the  fupporters 
of  the  ftate,  the  peaceful  farmers  who  enjoyed  a  fmall 
competence  !  Such  were  the  men  whom  fubordinate 
tyrants  placed  between  pillage  and  deftruftion, — Tour 
furfe  or  your  life,  refounded  from  all  the  revolutionary 
echoes  di^erfed  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  particularly  in  the  departments  of  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Rhine/-     The  fame  deputy  produced  a 
letter  from  a  perfon  named  Schneider  to  the  commif- 
i^ries  pf  tt^e  reypliitionary  ^rmy  2jt  Strafburg»  pon? 
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tainîhg  exprçfs  orders  ta  levy  loam  of  itn  tiotifand  livres 
<?«  every  rich  countrymatu 

Let  us  not  forget,  that  thoie  rich  countrymen  who 
in  the  other  provinces  fucceedçd  in  iaving  the  fruits 
of  the  robberies  they  praftifed  on  their  labdlords^ 
made  ufe  of  the  plunder  to  purchafe  property  which 
the  nation  had  alfo  procured  by  robbery.  Now,  as 
the  Directory  has  inceflantly  complained  that  thefc 
purchafers  are  every  where  marked  out  far  the  poniard ^ 
as  it  is  very  certain  that  a  great  number  of  them  have 
been  maffacred,  efpecially  in  the  ibuth  of  France, 
and  as  Savary  afTures  us,  that  their  farvivors  are 
dijturhed  by  the  mofi  cniel  anxiety^  we  may  be  allowed 
to  doubt  whether  their  lounty  has*  been  really  pro- 
duiâive  to  agriculture,  and  whether,  if  thcfe  ufurpera 
had  the  means,  they  would  have  the  inclination,  o# 
the  imprudence,  to  riik  improvements  on  property  o| 
fo  precarious  a  tenure. 

I  know  that  Saint^Aubin  has  iniiiled,  that  the  iale, 
or  rather  the  divifion,  of  thefe  confUcated  lands/ 
has  produced  the  immenfe  advantage  of  augmenting 
the  number  of  landholding  farmers.  And  this  is  the 
grand  argument  of  thofe  who  proclaim  the  fegene^ 
ration  of  agriculture  in  France.  At  this  part  of  the 
fubjeâ  I  have  long  been  anxious  to  arrive. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Arthur  Young  has,  without 
doubt,  confidered  this  fubjedl  with  more  comparative 
knowledge  than  any  other  writer.  If  we  contemplate 
the  [Hdure  he  has  drawn  of  France,  we  Ihall  per** 
ceive  that  the  circumllance  which,  in  his  opinion^ 
mod  arrefled  the  progreis  of  agriculture  in  that 
country,  was  precifely  the  too  great  number  of  finaU 

o  4 
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landhoying  farmers.  ;  and  whoever  is  well  acquainted 
with  their  national  charaâer,  will  eafily  guefs  the 
rcafon.  No  foon.er  had  a  farmer,  or  a  tradefinan, 
acquired  a  finall  property j  than  he  purchafed  a  little 
eflate,  from  the  fame  vanity  which  induced  mer^ 
dbants  to  renounce  commerce^  and  purchaic  the  place 
of  fecretary.to  the  kii^g,  as  fooji  as.^hey  had  amaifed 
a  fortune  of  100,000  crowns^-  We  ihall  prefcntly 
perceive  the  confequences. 

If  there  is  any  maxim  of  which  the  truth  has  been 
made  apparent  by  the  fiourifhing  condition  of  the 
agriculture  of  England,  and  by  thofe  of  their  writers; 
'  who  have:  acquired  a  reputation  in  this  fcie;nçe,  it  is 
this — that  .the;  manu  failure  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
like  all  other;  opejations,  requires  to  be  performed  in 
the  great,  to  be  produâive  of  real  fuccefs  *  ;  that  is, 
tp  obtain  a  more  confider^ble  quantity  of  produce 
with  an  equal  fhare  of  labour,  and  attention. 

But  tot  cultivate  land  in  the  great,  it  is  necefTary 
thofe  who  undertake  it  ihould  have  a  fufficient  capital 
tpj^t?^Ht^  .particularly  \^itb  cattle;  and  to  this  objeâ; 
the  fàrmdir  fhftuld.^ppjy  all  the  money  he  can  com- 

*  Switzerland  may,  perhaps, .  be  cited  as  an  example  of  a  country 
where  agriculture  has  flouriflied,  though  land  is  there  divided  into 
^eiy  ftnali  portions.  But  this  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,' 
becaufe  the  valleys  of-  the  Alps  '  not  fufficing  for  the  confumption 
of  the  inhabitants,  they  are  obliged  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by 
koriUuUur^l  and  to  gardeniirg-îiothîng  is  fo  favourable  as  thefubdi- 
vifioa  0/  landed  property.  .  Çeiides,  in  every  paftunng  country  the, 
înliabîta'nts  are  obliged  to  provide  therhfelves  with  fome  other  oc- 
cupation* for  the*  winter  feafom.'  «Hence,  in  SwitzerktHdjCvery  çot-i 
tager  carries  on  g  little  manufàélory  of  fpinning  or  weaving.  Laftly, 
the'  democratic  conftitutlon  of  rno'ft  of  the  thirteen  cantons,  natu- 
rally led  to  this  divifion  of  property,  while  the  extr<fme  lightnefs  oJÇ 
the  taxes  made  the  principal  inconveniences  of  that  divifion  totally 
«appear.  '      ,        ^      ..   .     .     *^  ■■"     » 
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Iband.  But  how  can  this  be  done,  îf  the  vanU|^ 
of  purchafing  land  abforb  the  greater  part  of  hîs 
funds,  and  if  he  be  defirous  to  be  at  once  a  land- 
lord and  a  farmer  ?  .  > 

This  is  fufficient  to  prove,;  that  in  a  country  like 
France,  where  the  price  of  land  was  about  thirty 
years  purchafe,  the  mofl:  advantageous  difiribution  of 
the  various  capitals  would  be  that  which  fhould  in- 
duce the  rich  to  lay  out  their  money  in  land,  although 
it  ihofta  produce  but  three  per  cent,  and  to  let  it  to 
farmers^ho  will  employ  their  whole  property  itf  agri- 
culture, where  they  may  gain  eight,  ten,  twelve,  and 
even  fifteen  per  cent. 

This  diftribution,  as  is  eafily  perceived,  has  the 
great  advantage  of  correéling  the  inequality  of  for- 
tunes and  capitals  by  that  of  their  relative  produce. 
Another  no  lefs  important  benefit,  i^  the  facility  it 
procures  of  dividing  farms  in  the  manner  mofl:  adapted 
io  render  them  truly  productive,  that  is,  fo  as  con- 
flantly  to  employas  well  the  labour  of  the  family  efta^ 
blifhed  upon  it,  as  the  cattle  and  implements  appro- 
priated to  hufl>andry.  Every  farm  which  is  not 
large  enough  .  oontinually  to  employ  the  team  necef- 
fary  for  a  plough  or  a  waggon,  evidently  fubjedls  the 
farmer  to. unprofitable  expenfes,  which  are  ftill  more  . 
ruinous  to  him  if  he  is  too  poor  to  bear  the  fmalleft 
lofs.  Such  are  the  confiderations  th^^t  have  led  fome 
Englifli  writer^  to  deem  a  farngi  of  lop  acres  too 
fmall  ;  and  many  of  them  point  out  thofe  of  250  or 
300  acres  as  the  mofl:  favourable  to  the  full  develppe- 
ment  of  induflrry,  thç  economy  ^  time,  and  the 
TOuUiplic^tion  of  prQduçç.    J  ought  to  flate,  that  oij 
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this  point  different  opinions  prevail  as  to  the  extent^ 
according  to  the  fertility  of  the  ground  and  other .. 
local  circamfiances.   But  no  maxim  is  more  generally 
adopted  in  England,   than  that  the  fmalleft  farms 

Diight  to  be  large  enough  completely  to  employa 
plough;  which  implies/  that  they  muft  at  lead  con- 
tain loo  or  1 20  acres.  Such,  how:ever,  is  the  opi* 
xiion  of  all  enlightened  men,  both  thofe  verfed  in 
theoretical  and  thofe  who  are  employed  in  pra6lical 
agriculture.  The  latter  would  confider  any  farmer 
as  a  madman,  who,  having  a  fortune  of  looo/.fterling, 
ihould  lay  it  out  in  purchaling  an  eftate  of  about 
^fty  acres,  and  of  which  the  rent  were  only  30/. or 35/, 
Every  farmer  who  poflefles  fome  capital,  if  he  has 
but  common  fenfe,  endeavours  to  make  it  produce 
ten  or  twelve  fer  cent,  by  agriculture.  Even  if  he 
could  but  gain  half  as  much,  he  perceives  the  advan- 
tage of  that  mode  of  employing  his  money,  and 
contents  himfelf  with  being  a  farmer,  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  land-owners,  who  thus  find  tenants 
for  their  eflates  who  can  advance  the  expenfes  necef- 
fary  for  their  cultivation. 

In  France  the  contrary  was  the  cafe.  Mr.  Young 
aflures  us,  that  one  third  of  the  lands  were  occupied 
and  cultivated  by  a  clafs  of  proprietors  who  were 
impoverifhed  by  the  putchafe  of  land,  and  who  nei- 
ther poflefled  enough  of  it  to  employ  all  the  in- 
duftry  of  their  family,  nor  enough  money  to  improve 

^  their  eflate,  however  limited  its  extent.  Tlie  fame 
writer  adds,  that  this  clafs  of  ftraitened  proprietors 
being  one  of  the  moft  numerous,  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  eflates,  though  already  too  fm^ll,  were  conti^ 
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nually  dimînifliing*  by  divîiîon  among  heirs  ;  and  at 
jfeogth  offered  but  a  preearious  fubfiftencc  to  a  race 
0f  men  who  were  the  more  miferable,  becaufe  gene- 
rally top  idle  or  too  proiid  to  bellow  Iheir  labour 
Upon  the  property  of  another. 

It  IS  faid,  that  the  prefent  governors  of  France  are 
procuring  a  tranllation  to  be  made  of  the  works  of 
this  author.  Moft  affuredly,  had  they  read  them 
with  attention,  they  would  have  derived  more  benefit 
from  the  valuable  advice  he  has  given  France  .to  re- 
generate her  agriculture,  by  putting  a  flop,  coft  what 
it  may,  to  this  increafing  evil  of  the  fubdivifion  of 
fmall  eftates.  At  every  mile  he  travelled  in  France 
hç  found  fouie  additional  motive  for  deploring  its 
cfFeéls,  to  which  he  is  conftantly  recurring  in  his 
^ork  ;  and  the  only  advice  he  gives  to  the  governors 
of  that  empire  is,  not  to  enaft  any  law  for  the  pro^^» 
teâion  of  agriculture,  except  one  that  may  put  -a, 
;Pop  to  this  infinite  fubdivifion.  We  may  even  view 
this  ufeful  advice  as  the  fummary  of  all  his  obferva* 

Let  us  now  fee.  how  thefe  admirers  of  his  works 
have  benefited  by  his  infl:ru6lions.  They  began  by 
feizing  one  third  of  the  lands  of  France,  and  thefe 
were  not  the  eftates  laid  out  in  fmall  farms,  but  thofe 

■'   '     ■      ■ ■  ■     »«  » ■  ■    <  ■■  ■■        ' ■■-   ■■        ■  HI         .1111 

*  **  In  all  jthe  mpdes  of  occupying  lands,  the  great  evils  are  the 
fmûlînefe  of  farms.  A  mod  miferable  populadon  has  been  created 
by  them,  which  ought  to  have  had  no  exiftence.  Small  properties, 
much  divided  provp  fhe  grcateft  fource  of  mifery  that  can  be  CGn-» 
céîved  ;  and  this  has  operated  to  fuch  *a  degree  and  extent  in  France, 
that  a  Ljfcw  ttndou6tedly  ought  to  be  paffed  to  render  all  divi fions  helm 
»  certain  number  of  arpcnU  n^LEQ^i-."  Travels  during  the  Years 
J  787,  1788,  and  1789. 
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of  the  clergy  and  the  rich,  which  were  in  general 
divided  into  large  farms.  They  proceeded  by  felling 
thefe  in  fmall  lots,  whether  in  the  hope  of  procuring 
a  better  price,  of  attaching  to  themfelves  a  greater 
number  of  accomplices,,  or  of  multiplying  the  num^ 
ber.  of  landholdmg  farmers^  whom  Saint -Aubin  now 
defcribes  as  a  new  germ  of  animation  for  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  republic.  But  this  is  not  all  ;  for  it  has 
been  feen,  that  at  the  very  time  when  they  were  pro- 
ceeding with  aélivity  to  the  execution  of  this  agrarian 
law,  they  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  its  efFefts  as 
much  as  in  them  lay,  by  accompanying  it  with  ano- 
ther enforcing  the  fubdivifions  of  thefe  fmall  eflates 
almofl.  equally  among  all  the  children  :  fo  that  even, 
were  it  poffible  their  great  natiopal  robbery  fhould 
be  eflabliflied,  it  is  extremely  probable,  that  after  two 
generations  an  eftate  of  loo  acres,  which  the  pur-, 
chafer  formerly  cultivated  as  a  farmer^  m^y  be 
divided  between  five  or  fix  of  his  defcendants,  who 
will  be  condemned  to  vegetate  as  land-owners  in  a. 
fpace  of  twenty  acres,  where  their  grandfather  had 
fiourilhed  by  uniting  thefe  fivp  fvib4ivifions,  and  pay- 
ing rent  as  a  farmer. 

I  do  not  deny,  that  although  t|iis  is  prejudicial  to 
agriculture,  it  may,  to  a  certain  point,  be  favourable 
to  population  ;  yet  it  was  of  the  very  generation 
to  which  it  vyill  give  birth,  that  the  Conftituent 
Aflembjy  have  acknowledged,  that  "  an  exceffive  po- 
pulatiou;,  unlefs  poffefled  of  great  indufiry  and  abun- . 
dant  produflion,  is  a  devouring  burden  to  a  fi^ate, 
becaufe  they  muft   participate  the  profits  of  thqfe 


(    93    ) 

Vrho  ^ould  otherwife  have  found  an  éafy  fùbfifteace^ 
and  becaufe  the  fame  quantity  of  work  mufi  then  be 
ft vided  between  a  greater  nuiiber  of  hands  *.**     .  ^ 

It  is  true,  many  impartial  travellers  ftill  repeat  the 
jamc:  lajiguage  that  Rœderer  formerly  employed,  and 
declare,  that  the  agriculture  of  republican  France 
appears  to  them  in  a  fiourifliing  ftate.  But  when  it 
is  attempted  tq  extort  from  them  the  faâs  on  which 
they  found  their  opidion,  they  fupport  it,  i.  By.  this 
very  xnultiplication  of  fmall  landholding  farmers. 
:5tv!:By  !the  higher  wages  and  better  living  of  the  la« 
4>ouring.  pçaf^ntry.  3.  By  the  great  abundance  of 
art^tgjesjof  firft  neceflity  which  has  prevailed  during 
the  laft  twQ  years,  fo  that  their  price  has  confider- 
ably  fallen,  althpi^h.  the  expenfe&of  cultivation  have 
ihcreafed.  4,  5y  the  converfion  of  many  parks, 
wafte  land's,  and  avenues  of  trees,  into  tillage,  and 
Ihe  cultivatioïi  of  every  ftrip  of  land  that  bordered 
the  great  roads,  and  was  hitherto  coniidered  as 
forming  a  part  of  them. 

,1  much  fufpedl,  that,  were  we  to  analylb  each  of 
thefe  pretehijed  fymptoma  of  rural  pro^erity,  we 
ihould  find  Ûïdrù,  but  lb  many  prdofs^of  its  decline. 
One  of  them  peçhapsmay,  in  fome  points  of  view^ 
deferve  to  be  e;çpepted  ;  J  mean  that  very  increafe  of 
wages  which  is  fo  much  deplored  in  both  the  Councils. 
It  is  difficult  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  this  rife,  becaufe 
no  fooner  do  their  orators  attempt  to  appreciate  its 
magnitude,  than»  their  imaginations  inflantly  bear 
them  away  in  a  whirlwind  of  exaggeratioçi.     Dupont, 

*  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Mendidty.  , 
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tvho  in  December  1795  declared^  '^  that  to  eâimate 
the  general  increafe  of  the  expenfes  of  cultivation 
at  a  fifth  J  is  rather  below  than^qver  the  truth,"  had 
ftq)ported  this  eâimate  by  additional  cakulatioos  on 
the  4th  April  1797  ;  but  Porte  afferted  the  year  aller^ 
that  the  fcarcity  of  hands  has  doubled  the  prefent  frUe 
of  wages  in  every  .specus  of  labour.  Thefe  two 
oalculators  were  nearly  at  an  equal  diftancé  from  the 
truths  though  on  oppolite  iides^  and  each  6f  ÙftA 
-  has  alike  difiorted  it  :  for  it  i^  by  no  n^eans  a  feet, 
that  in  farming  the  wages  oî  every  Und^flahaur  have 
doubled.  If  I  am  righfly  informed,  this  is  otaly  true 
in  the  haymaking  Ibafon,  in  harvest-time,'  and  during 
4he  vintage.  The  wages  of  men  who  are  hired  by 
the  year  as  labourers  have  only  increaied  one  haljQ  or 
in  the  proportion  of  three  to  two  ;  and  that  of  maid* 
icrvants  only  as  fore  to  four.  If  we  attend  to  thefe 
faâs,  which  I  have  received  from  an  impartial  eye- 
witneis  ;  if  we  coniider  the  bad  âate  of  the  roads, 
the  increafe  in  the  price  of  draught  eattfie,  and  the 
Hill  greater  rife  in  all  the  implements  of  agriculture, 
.wc  fliall  perceive,  that  the  eîcp^ôfôs  of  cultivation 
joauft  have  augmented,  not  by  a  ^/A,  as-Dupont  has 
&id,  but  by  a  thirds  or  at  Jeafl  ^  fourth.  To  this  muft 
be  added  a  circumflance  kom  the  fiime  deputy's  ve^ 
port,  namely,  that  the  -revolutionary  manners  have  ih" 
trodueed  among  labourers  a  hahit  of  cohfummg  a  greater 
^aritity  of  frovifions. 

Different  claffes  of  men  vîew  this  important  rife 

in  wages  in  very  different  lights;  and  ais  moft  of  the 

landholders  exclaim  loudly  againft  it,  one  of  the  befl 

writers  of  the  day  has  endeavoured  to  quiet  them  by 

4 
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ihe  IbUowiiig  obfervation  :  .*'  If  both  annual  wages 
^nd  daily  labour  arie  highqr  than  under  the  old  go*^ 
vernment,  this  is  no  evil;  it  is  a  henefiL  In  Âxnerica 
the  price  of  wages  is  enormous  ;  yet  this  does  not  pre- 
vent farmers  from  making  a  rapid  fortune/' — Such  is 
ihe  language  of  Profeflbr  Saint- Aubin,  a  writer  whom 
J  fhall  frequently  quote,  becauie  he  has  more  real  in- 
formatioUj  and  commits  much  fewer  errors,  than  aU 
the  prefentlegiflators  of  France.  I  confider,  how^ 
ever,  this  laft  obfcnratkxn  as  fuch  ;  not  that  I.conteft 
the  principle  in  itfelf,  but  becaufe  I  draw  from  it  a 
direâly  oppofite  inference.        , 

Certain  it  .is,  that  in  America  agricultur/e  flourifties 
•mtwiihftanding  the  tttormous  price  of  wages  ;  but  it  is 
:equally.4rae  that  this  arifes  merely /rom. the  low  price 
.of  land.  .  There  every  farming-man  is  anxious  to 
.render  himfelf  independent. by  cultivating  his  own 
.efiate;  and  as  he  can  procuré  uncultivated  land  in  the 
back  fettlements  at  a  very  trifling  expei^;  all  thofe 
who  have  any  capital,  however  finall,  prefer  the 
ptpiped  this  affords  to  the  certainty  of  greater  prçfçnt 
gains  as  the  Servants  of  oth-ers.  Every  one  knows 
that  to  this  circumftance  Dr.  Adam  Smith:  attributes 
the  high  price  of  labour  in  America  ;  ihm:  caii  it  }gc 
doubted  that  in  France  the  low  price  of  ihe  conflit 
cated  .efialtes,  and  their  iaie.in  fmall  lots,  has  had  a 
^reat  fliare  in  the  rife  of  ^wctges  fo  much  complained 
of.  But  if  this  increafe  of  price  is  a  proof  of  agricul- 
tural profperity  in  countries  where  it  is  caufed  by  the 
low  price  of  uncultivated  lands,  for'  clearing  which 
new  adventurers  are  daily  offering,  it  follows^  that  ia 
countries  where  the  fame  effedt  arifes  from  a  con$» 
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derable  and  rapid  fall  in*  the  Value  of  lands  alteadjf 
cultivated,  we  ought,  in  lieu  of  deeming  it  a  benefit^ 
to  coniider  it  as  an  evil^  and  as  ^n  alarming  fymptom 
of  the  prefent  and  future  decline  of  the  country  where 
it  exifisi. 

Â  much  more  lamentable  caufe  prefents  itfelf  fa 
account  for  this  rife  of  wages,  which  the  farmers  in 
every  part  of  France  allege  as  an  excufe  for  not  pay- 
ing either  their  rent  or  taxes  :  that  it  arifes  principally 
from  the  depopulation  of  the  country,  and  the  confe* 
quent  fcarcity  of  Tiands,  Of  this  the  laft  papers 
from  Paris  furnifh  additional  proofs,  for  they  declare 
that  it  is  in  the  Vendée  that  wages  of  farming  ierVaiilH 
are  moft  increafed,  having  there  augmented  in  the 
proportion  of  nine  to  five.  The  letter  in  which  thia 
faft  is  related,  charges  the  avidity  of  the  labourers  as 
the  caufe  *  ;  of  which  the  true  meaning  is,  that  the 
confufion  of  ranks  has  placed  the  proprietors  of  landed 
cftates  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  w1m>  have  none,  and  that 
the  latter  avail  themfelves  of  this  to  form  a  league 
which  the  government  is  unable  to  reprefs  under  the 
lyftem  of  lequality  and  the  rights  of  man. 

The  rife  of  wages  would  not  be  a  fufficient  motive 
of  alarm,  did  it  not  arife  from  the  three  caufes  here 
pointed  out,  or  had  it  proceeded  by  degrees,  or  were 
itpoflible  it  might  continue  :  that  is,  if  the  price  oC 


*  This  letter  is  as  follows  :  "  The  fituation  of  the  farmers  in  the 
Vendée  is  very  deplorable— the  avidity  of  fervants  who  demand 
four  fifths  more  annual- wages  than  were  given  before  the  war, 
adds  to  the  difficulties  and  the  ilraitened  condition  of  the  métayers. 
If  we  compare  the  prices  of  goods,  and  examine  the  limited  market 
which  commerce  affords,  we  fliall  eafily  perceive  that  the  condition 
of  the  farmers  could  not  be  woass."  (Ami  des  Loix^  3d  Fruftidor, 
aoth  Augufl  1 798.) 


(    97    ) 
produce  bad  experienced  a  proportîckiate  rife,  as  in 
Amerifca  ;  or  if,  as  Iti  England  and  Scotland,  agricul- 
ture had  been  fo  hnproved  as  to  produce  more  abun- 
dant crops  *. 


*  For  fome  years  paft  the  price  of  labour  has  increafed  m  Eng- 
land by  one  fixth,  and  i^a  mofl  counties  by  one  fifth;  to  which  muft 
be  added  a  fimilar  augmentation  in  the  poor's  rates,  which  fhould  al- 
ways be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  wages  flopped  by  the  farmer  from 
his  labourers,  to  be  reftored  to  thera  when  they  come  to  want.  How- 
ever, as  the  fermer,  on  the  one  hand,  has  gained  more  notwithftanding 
the  rife  of  wages,  and  on  the  other  the  landlord,  at  the  expiration  <tf 
his  leafe,  has  generally  been  able  to  raife  his  rent,  the  .condition  of  the 
labourer  has  been  improved  ;  and  thus  every  thing  has  harmonized  to- 
gether» 

But  what  ftill  more  clearly  proves  the  advancement  of  agriculture 
m  Great  Britain  is,  that  notwithftanding  its  population  has  increafed 
for  a  century  pail,  notwithflanding  the  riches  or  revenue  of  the  con-^ 
fumer  have  m  general  been  trebled,  that  the  price  of  labour  has  at 
kail  doubled,  and  that  the  rent  of  farms  has  generally  augmented  in 
the  proportion  of  five  to  two,  the  price  of  wheat  is  nearly  the  fkmp 
as  a  century  ago,  although  the  ufe  of  rye  and  oaten  bread  has  given 
place  throughout  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  country  to  that  made  of 
wheat.  It  may  be  added,  that  in  the  fame  interval  the  price  of  but- 
cher's meat  has  more  than  doubled,  which  at  the  fame  time  proves 
the  increafing  opulence  of  the  confumers  in  the  towns^  and  explains^ 
by  the  confequent  additional  manure,  how  the  price  of  wheat  has 
continued  the  fame,  although  that  of  rent  and  labour  has  fo  much 
Increafed. 

Though  this  has  principally  arifen  from  the  improvement  of  agri*- 
culture,  yet  three  other  caufes  peculiar  to  Great  Britain,  and  which 
have  oijv  begun  to  exift  within  the  prefent  century,  have  co-ope- 
rated. The  firft  of  theiè  is  the  excellence  of  the  great  roads,  where 
theiand  is  as  âriélly  economized  ^s  it  was'  extravagantly  laviihed  ia 
France.  On  this  none  but  ufeful  luxury  has  been  beftowed,  and  the 
repairs  are  lo  much  the  lefs  expenûvc  as  they  are  attended  to  with 
Unremkttng  vigilance.  The  fécond  is,  the  great  number  of  canals, 
forming  a  communication  from  fea  to  fea,  and  between  mod  of  the 
navigable  rivers,  by  which,  the  conveyance  of  produce  is  facilitated. 
The  third  is  a  ilill  more  modern  eflablifliment,  which  muil  by  no 
nieans  be  paiied  over  in  iilence,  when  treating  of  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  fince  it  has  contributed  in  innumerable  ways  to  its  ad*- 
vaucement;  I  mean  the  country  hanks,  whofe  paper  has  diminiilied 
the  interefl  of  money,  and  given  its  circulation  both  more  facility  and 
g^ter  aélivity.  .    ^ 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  Hep?  purfued  by  the  Englifh  to  aid  the 
energies  of  .Nature  \  and  it  jnufl  be  allowed  that  among  Ëuropeaa 
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In  faâ,  a  cafe  may  evidently  cxifl  where  the  prier 
of  labour  may  augment,  while  that  of  the  artide  pro- 
duced may  experience  no  confiderable  rife,  and  thb 
without  diminifhing  the  farmer's  profits.  The  cafe  I 
am  here  fuppofing  is  one  of  the  mofV  infallible  fymp- 
toms  of  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  It  proves 
that  with  an  equal,  and  perhaps  with  a  fmallcr  portion 
of  labour,  more  produce  has  been  obtained  from  an 
equal  furface  of  land.  Such  a  flate  of  affairs  is  a 
proof  of  a  real  improvement  in  the  art,  fince  that  can 
only  be  accompliflied  by  the  advancement  of  all  its 
component  parts,  as  for  example,  by  additional  en- 


nadons,  the  Englifh  are  one  of  thofc  who  owe  moft  to  her  benefi- 
cence, and  on  whom  flic  has  moft  freely  lavifhed  her  favours  ;  not 
pnly  by  giving  them  a  profufion  of  the  moft  precious  minerals^ 
namely,  the  beft  coal  that  has  yet  been  known,  falt-fprings,  and  rock- 
fait  in  an  abundance  hiferfor  only  to  the  mines  of  Gallicia;  but 
above  all,  in  beftowingon  them  the  moft  temperate  climate,  and  that 
cloudy  atmofphfre^  in  oppofitibn  ta  which  the  French  are  always  (o 
loudly  boafting  their  vivifying  fun.  It  is  however  to  this  **  dull  and 
rmn/*  climate  that  the  Englifh  nation  are  indebted  fer  the  following 
advantages  :  ift,  The  fadlity  of  turning  out  their  cattle  throughout 
the  year,  which  is  praéticable  even  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  ad, 
An  almoft  perfect  aflurance  of  cfcaping  the  extremes  of  cold  la  win- 
ter, or  burning  droughts  in  fummer.  3d,  An  almoft  equal  confi- 
dence of  not  fuflFering  by  hail  or  violent  ftorms-^which  periodicallj^ 
deftroy  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  crops  of  France;  4th,  That 
habitual  moifture  fo  favourable  to  pafturçs,  and  to  the  multiplication 
of  cattle,  without  an  abundance  of  which,  arable  land  Ts  never  very 
produ6tive.  5th,  Almoft  infallible  rains  in  the  months  of  July  and 
Auguft,  enabling'  them  to  plough  their  land  immediately  after 
the  harveft,  in  order  to  fow  turnips,  wherewith  to  fiatten  their  flicep 
on  thefe  very  lands,  while  at  the  fame  time  thofe  anhnals  manure  the 
foil,  which  by  this  mode  of  cultivation  produces  three  crops  in  two 
years.  To  all  thefe  we  may  add,  rivers  that  rarely  overflow,  and 
which,  if  we  except  the  Trent,  generally  commit  much  fewer  de* 
vaftetions  than  thole  of  any  other  country.  Nor  ought  we  to  omit 
the  invaluable  advantage  of  a  coafting  navigation^  which  facilitates 
the  communication  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire. 
Such  is  a  fhort  (ketch  of  what  theBritilh  nation  owe  to  thft  bounty 
^f  Nature.  , 
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dofures  to  prevent  the  ufelefs  ftraggling  of  the  flocks; 
by  croffing,  or  rather  changing;  the  breed;  by  varying 
the  feeds  and  manures  with  intelligence,  fo  that  the 
land  may  neither  be  exhaufted/  nor  unnecefTarily  lid 
fallow  ;  by  increafing  the  quantity  of  artificial  mea- 
dow land  ;  hy  forming  new  water-courfes  to  render 
the  natural  meadows  fertile  ;  and  above  all,  by  open- 
ing cahals,  which  are  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  eco- 
nomy for  the  conveyance  of  manure  and  produce. 
But  are  things  fo  in  France  ?  Where  are  the  canals 
ihe  has  cut  ?  Where  are.thofe  fo  oftentatioufly  pro- 
mifcd  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ?  The  war 
and  the  revolution  have  devoured  every  thing  ;  they 
have  even  fwallowed  up  the  neceflary  funds  for  keep- 
ing in  repair  the  old  canals,  which  had  cofii  fuch  im- 
menfe  fums  under  the  former  government.  Soon  will 
the  inquiring  traveller  he  told,  Thefe  febrile  marjhes 
were  once  the  canal  of  Orleans. — Here  lie  the  remains  of 
the  canal  of  Loing. — There  you  may  contemplate  the  tnag^ 
nificent  ruins  of  the  Jlupendous  Canal  du  Midi.  Thus 
faid  Dupont  on  the  5th  January  1797.  No  doubt 
we  muft  not  implicitly  believe  all  the  poetic  fiâioos 
of  this  legiflator  and  economift  ;  but  it  is  difficult 
not  to  infer,  that  thefe  fuperb  water-communications 
have  fuffered  great  dilapidations  *  ;  nor  can  I  difco- 


*  Independently  of  the  decay  of  thefe  canab,  many  fluices,  vi^hlcb 
ferved  the  irrigatory  canals  for  watering  land,  have  been  fuffered  to 
go  entirely  to  ruin.  But  what  is  Hill  more  difaftrous^  is  the  entire 
negleâ:  of  repairing  the  dykes,  which  prevented  the  overflowing  of 
rivers,  and  the  inundations  of  the  fea.  Thofc  of  Dol  have  lately 
given  way,  and  fo  great  an  extent  of  land  is  underwater,  that  '*  10,000 
families  are  wandering  about  that  department  without  any  place  oi  re- 
fuge, without  relief,  aiâ  without  any  means  of  fubfiftence."  Whentl^at 
cakmity  was  announced  in  thefe  terms  in  the  fitting  of  the  2d  Oâ<i« 
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ver  any  incongruity  in  the  affertioa  delivered  the 
fame  day  by  that  deputy,  when  he  exclaim^J^ — ^^  It 
is  neceflary  that  canals  fliould  traverfe  France  in  eyjciy 
dircdlion,  conveying  life  and  circulation  throughout  the 
whçle,  as  the  veins  and  arteries  throughout  the  hiM^^I^ 
body."  To  prevent  the  old  canals  from  faUipg 
into  total  ruin,  that  deputy  propofed  to  fell  them  to 
individuals,  and  infifted  that  this  fource  of  revenue 
difappears  when  placed  in  ihe  hands  of  government  an^ 
its  commijioners.  It  is  very  true  that  in  England  fimi- 
lar  works  are  always  performed  by  individuals  at  their 
owq  rifk,  and  for  their  own  advantage  j^  and  it  is  re- 
markable, that  more  of  thefe  undertakings  have  beep 
carried  into  execution  during  the  prefent  war  than  at 
any  former  period.  But  Dupont  forgot  that  thefe  ijpQ- 
culations  require  large  capitals^  and  he  bad  juft  ae- 


ber,  BHti  complained  of  the  delays  that  had  prevailed  durîàg  the 
laft  eight  years,  in  works  of  the  moft  urgent  neceJJTty^  and  declared, 
that  "  the  repair  of  the  dykes  of  Dol  had'  long  been  confidered  as 
indiffenfahle  ;  that  this  event  had  juftified  the  fears  that  had  been  en- 
tertained J  and  that  the  dif after  'was  fuch  as  to  Jill  every,  man  *ioit&  hor- 
rorjr  .  ' 

Dutch  Flanders  is  evidently  menaced  with  a  fjmilar  calaqaity,  nwv^ 
that  country  is  in  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  for  a  few  days  previous 
to  the  misfortune  at  Dpi,  the  Deputy  Miger  had  declared,  "  that 
the  dykes  which  protect  the  department  of  the  Scheldt  are  ip  a  raofl: 
alarming  and  ruinous  ftate." — On  this  ^  meflage  was  immediateljr 
fcut  to  the  Diredory,  who  have  as  yet  onJy  anfwered,  by  amiounciag. 
hx  their  turn,  that  it  is  of  the  mojl  urgent  necejjity  to  raife  new  funds 
for  the  war.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  for  this  |)wpofe  they  have* 
iiot  ^s  yet  pobted  out  any  other  means  than  that  of  immediately 
fpllbg  the  national  forefls,  and  that  the  Councils  hâve  cOpfidered 
thefe  as  io  important  to  the  prefervation  of  the  public  ^dyl^es,  that 
they  have  declared  them  inalienable.  This  new  aecree  would,^  how- 
ever, fpeedily  be  repealed,  were  it  ppffiUe  any  purchafçrs .  fttoul^ 
offer  1*". 

"^  The  cataftrophe  of  the  inundation  of  Holland  at  Nimeguen,  Çf^^a^  &^ 
bos  but  too  fpeedily  juftLfîed  the  ^^%  cx^reffed  b;^  the  author*    T. 
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knowledged  thai  France  had  long  diffîpated  thofe ÏIic 
rfîight  have  applied  to  fîrhîlar  objeéls. 

What  has  been  juft  faid  on  the  ftâftS''  of  thc(  roads 
and-eaftals,  and  on' the  increafe  of  wages,  is  fo  murfr 
the  more  alarming  to  !hè  agriculture  of  Prance/ as,' 
by  a  contrariety  unexampled  perhaps  in  hiftory,  at 
the  feme  time  that  the  èxpenfes  of  cuTtivatiou  ham 
augmented  by  a  thirJ^  the  price  of  coni  has  dirni- 
iiifhed  hy'vL  fourth  below  its  average  rate*;  and,  which 

*  Every  account  agrees  in  proving  that  wheat  has  fallen  t6  three 
fourth's  of.  its  average  price,  which  was  twenty -four  livres  the  feptier: 
(of  five  biifliels),  and  which  now  lluéiuates  between  fixteen  and  twenty. 
In  t^ë  fi'tting  of  the  26th  Auguft  1798,  the  Deputy  Arnould  faidy 
*'■  The  net  revenue  of  the  land  of  France,  taken  on  aa  average  be-, 
fore  the,  revolution,  was  e^imated  in  money  at  iioo  millions.     Thi» 

_  was  at  a  peripd  when  the  price  of  wheat  had  been  conftantly,  dtfriug. 
twenty  years  (irom  1769  to  1789),  at  twenty-four  lirrcs  per 
feptier  of  240 .  pounds  weight.  At  prefent,  in  coniequence  eî 
feveral  abundant  harvefts,  of  the  want  of  circulation,  and  of  the 
prohibition  to  export,  wheat  is  only  eighteen  livres  the  feptier  in  a: 
very  great  majority  of  the  departments,  whofe  chief  riches  conûft 
of  corn." 

The  price  of  butcher's  meat,  or  rather  that  of  cattle,  has  generally» 

'  fallen  in  the.  fame  proportion,  at  leaft  y^ith  regard  to  iheep  and  ffnsiU 
cattle;  for  thofe  ufed  in  agriculture  and  for  draught  liave  rather  rifeu* 
\w  value. 

It  is  by  no  means  the  fame  with  regard  to  wines,  of  which  t-he- 
price  has  rifen  during  the  lall  three  years,  although  their  qualities  are» 
laid  to  be  confidêrably"^orfe. ,   Yet  ever  hurried  away  by  that  va^/ 
tipnal  inclination  which  leads  them  to  attribute  every  eflfeét  to  a  fina- 
gle caufe,  and  efpecially  to  that  which  it  is  intended  to  do  away,  the* 
nloft  enlightened  writers  of  Paris,  and  the  warmeft  friends  to  order, 
at  fîrfî  accounted  for  this  temporary  rife  in  wines  by  the  brutal  man-^ 
ners  introduced  by  the  revolution,  and  by  the  clubs  and  primary  af* 
femblies,  which  have  rendered  large  meetings  more  frequent.     Thus 
did  Saint-Aubin  at  that  time  attribute  it  to  the  "  fudden  incuafe  tf 
the  confumpHon  of  wine  by  workmen,  who  on  the  fudden  re-appear- 
ance of  fpecie  were   much  better  paid  than  during  the  reign  o^^ 
aflignats."     But  I  fufpeft  that  this  increafe  contributed  to  it  much 
}efs  than  the  feafons,  which  during  the  years  1 796  and  1797  were  as 
unfavourable  to  the  vintage  as  they  were  advantageous  to  corn.     It  is 
true,  that  Saint-Aubin  has  mentioned  this  faft,  but  he  has  forgotten 
two  other  caufes,  which  muft  have  produced  an  equal  efFe6b,  and  on 
^hîçh  fo  able  an  obfçrver  ought  not  to  have  been  filent.   The  one  v>% 
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fccms  fcarcely  poffiblc,  this  very  fall  i$  adduced  by 
travellers  as  a  proof  that  agriculturç  floariihes  in  that 
country.  But  before  we  admit  this  argument,  it  ought 

-*r- : — : ' 

that  durihg  the  laft  four  or  five  years  the  cultivation  of  thç  vine  ha$ 
been  much  more  negle&ecl  than  any  other  branch  of  agriculturCj  be- 
caufe  it  requires  more  hands  ianH  larger  capitals  :  the  other,  that  the 
labour  neceflary  to  produce  a  barrel  of  wine  of  the  value  of  twenty* 
four  livres,  is  at  leaft  double  of  that  required  for  â  meafiireof  wheat 
of  the  fame  price.  Hence  it  refults,  that  if  the  latter  was  for- 
merly produced  with  only  the  expenfc  of  fix  livres  for  labour,  a^ic^ 
if  the  price  6{  this  labour  is  augmented  in  the  proportion  of  three  to 
two,  tne  nfieafurç  of  corn  muft  bç  fold  at  twenty-feven  livres,  while 
the  prige  of  the  labour  reprefented  by  thç  barrel  of  wine  having  ici- 
crealea  by  fix  in  lieu  of  three  livrés,  the  latter  ought  (all  other  things 
remaining  equal)  to  be  paid  one  fourth  more,  -or  thirty  livres. 

Tliis  increafe  of  price  would  perhaps  \>é  rather  a  benefit  than  an 
evil  to  France,  if  wines  and  brandies  were  not  the  only  produce  of 
her  foil,  of  which  fhc  has  a  real  furplus,  or  by  which  (he  can  pro- 
^  cure  whatever  articles  fhc  wants  ;  but  if,'  in  confequence  of  a  dura« 
ble  rife  in  the  price  of  labour,  her  wiiies  (hould  become  permanently 
dearer  by  a  fourth  or  a  fifth,  the  competition  of  thofe  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  would  be  much  llrengthened,  and  France  would  fuffer  a 
confiderable  diminution  in  the  only  branch  of  her  former  produce 
that  remains,  whereby  in  fome  degree  to  pay  for  a  ^art  of  her  ini- 
portations.  Nor  are  all  thefe  inveftieations  relative  to  the  increafe 
in  the  price  of  wines  during  the  three  laft  years,  any  longer  applica- 
ble to  the  prefent  price,  efpecially  of  thofe  of  fuperior  qv\ality,  which 
are  deftined  for  exportation^  fince  the  reporter  Coufara  declared,  on 
the  3d  September  1 798,  "  That  in  the  departments  where  the  wines 
are  made  which  are  confumed  by  foreign  nations,  the  cultivators 
have  even  confidcred  it  as  a  calamity  to  have  an  abundant  vintage. 
What  means  then  can  remain  to  pay  the  taxes  when  the  farmer  ha» 
not  the  requifite  funds  to  cultivate  the  earth  ?**  Nor  is  this  an  exag- 
geration;' for  Sttint-Aubin,  who  was  the  firft  to  declaini  againft  the 
toogr^t  cohfumption  o£  wines,  and  to  complain  of  their  high  price», 
has  now  refomed  his  pen  to  lament  their  depreciation  :  ♦*  Of  all  the 
departrnents,*-  feys  he,  **  thofe  which  are  at  once  maritime,  and 
wine  countries,  are  the  nnoft  in  arrears  for  the  land-tax  :  and  thé 
principal  càufe  of  this' delay  is,  ûitfaU  in  the  price  of  w/»^,  wlùc6  is 
in  a  great  mcafure  occàfîoned  by  the  want  of  exportation?* 

As  to  fire-wood,  the  price  in  thofe  markets  where  there  is  no  wa- 
ter-carriage depends  on  the  diftance  and  ftaté  of  the  roads,  and  6n  the 
more  or  lefs  oppreffive  terms  granted  by  government  to  the  con- 
traélors,  to  whorri  they  fell  the  privileee  oî  cutting  wood  in  the  na-' 
tional  forefts.  In  general,  the  price  of  wood,  even  of  that  which  i^ 
not  cut,  has  already  confiderablv  increafçd. 
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trt  leaft  to  be  proved,  that  the  law  price  of  corn  arofe 
from  its  abundance,  which  indeed  might  not  be  im- 
poffible,  conlidering  the  fertility  of  the  two  laft  years  ; 
for  although,  in  general,  France  does  not  produce  a 
quantity  ^f  provifions  eqqal  to  her  confumption,  yet 
feafons  of  abundance  have  often  happened  when  fhe 
had  an  overplus  of  corn,  which  the  king  then  al- 
lowed to  be  exported.  But  as  the  Direftory  perfiifc 
m  refuiSng  the  permiffion  requefted  by  fome  depart» 
ments  of  a  free  exportation  of  corn,  faying,  that  iti 
abundance  is  on  the  point  4of  being  as  fatal  to  them  as- 
ks fcardty  had  been  before  ;  yet  we  have  a  right  to  con- 
dude  that  the  •dire<5lorial  commiflaries,  difperfed' 
through  the  various  departments  of  France,  do  not. 
believe  in  this  fuperabundance  of  corn,  with  whichy 
if  it  cxifted,  it  would  be  fo  important  to  France  to 
pay  for  a  part  of  thofe  importations  which  continu» 
ally  exhauft  the  little  fpecie  that  remains.  If,  there- 
fore^  tbeiT>w  value  df  the  produce  does  not  arife  fromi 
ks  abundance,  it  mâft  be  attributed  to  the  poverty  of 
lAxQ  confumers  in  the  towns.  We  have  already  faid 
that  this  is  one  of  the  greateft  calamities  that  can* 
threaten  the  agriculture  of  any  countfy  ;  and  every' 
one  knows,  that,  together  with  this,  the  want  of  roads 
and  markets  is  the  caufe  that  paralyzes  that  of  Hun- 
gary, of  which  the  foil  is  ftill  more  fertile  than 
France. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  during  the  two  laft  years 
France  has  fupplied  itfelf  with  ibod  ;  and  this  faél 
alone  ieems  to  prove  an  increafe  in  the  quantity  of 
produce.  But  befides  that  this  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  poffeflSon  of  Belgium  and  the  left  bank  of  the 
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Rhine,  we  mufl:  lîot  forget  that  the  old  territory  of 
France  has  now  much  fewer  mouths  to  feed.  Hence, 
\vithout  difputing  that  labouring  men  may  confume  a 
trifle  more,  meat  and  wine  fince  they  have  been  bettec 
paid,  the  extraordinary  diminution  which  has  tako» 
place  in  the  population  of  the  towns,  accounts  for  a 
£a(5l  which  is  erroneoufly  reprefented  as  a  regular 
increafe  in  the  abundance  o(  the  harvefts. 
.  But  there  is  another  caufe  which  explains  it,  and 
in.  a  manner  flill-  more  ominous  to  the  people  of 
France  :  I  mean  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  efta- 
bliihed  modes  of  purfuing  and  cond,uâ:ing  agricul- . 
ture,  which,  in  common  with  every  thing  elfe,  they 
have  attempted  to  revolutionize.  It  is  well  known 
t^at  after  the  fcarcity  in  1794  9'nd  1795,  which  in 
feme  parts  had .  quadrupled  the  price  of  wheat*  the 
farmers  (whether  from  avidity  fqr  gain,  fron^  the  fear 
of  a  famine,  or  to  efcape  the  law  of  the  m4^fnum, 
^dfave  their  graiij  from  a  compulfory  barter  i^g^inft, 
atfîîgnats,  of  little;  or  np  value,  by  fowing  it)  devoted- 
t^èrpfelves  with  incoiifiderate  ardour  to  thecukivar 
tlon  of  corn.  At  that  time  they  cultivated  every 
wafte  piece  of  land,  drained  ponds,  ploughed  up^ 
çonunôns  and  meadows,  converted  parks  and  ayepues 
into  tillage,  grubbed  up  coppices,  and  even  deftroyed 
lîurferies,  and  the  poQreft,  pe^fantry  planted  potatoes 
on  the  edges  of  the  highways.  Thefe  plantations 
are  reprefented  as  proofs  of  unparalleled  rural. pio- 
iperity  :  yet  they  were*  only  unpdrujkled  becaufeithc 
old  government  kept  a  feverer  watch  to  prevent  ihdx^ 
encroachments. 

Although  the  greatçr  part  of  thefe  fpeculations  were 
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performed  without  manure,  it  would  uot  ha^e  bee» 
furprifing  had  they  produced  a  much  greater  tempo- 
rary abiandance  of  corn.  Yet  before  we  confider  the 
triumph  33  complete,  we  flioûld  examine  whether  it 
dught  not  to  be  attributed  to  an  abandonment  of  the 
true  principles  of  agriqultufe,  and  whether  it  would 
jakOt  have  been,  more  profitable  to  the  farmer  to  have 
bêâowed  his  attention  on  the  confiscated  lands,  which 
are,  iii  fome  places,  overgrowp  with  weeds,  tjian  to 
ïiegleél  thofe  and  clear  n^>v  ground  ?  ill  a  word, 
whether  the  people  of  Fnàvcii  have,  not  cultivated: 
their  lands  precifely  as  thei?  leaders  have  adminifiered 
the  public  finances,  by  a  ^fl6m  of.exhoîiftmn  and  anti^ 
cipation.  *  I  with  I  may  be  deceived  ;  but  all  thtCp 
boafiings,  (ioncerning  the  a<?livity  of  the  prefent. cul- 
tivation of  France,  appear  to  me  to  refemble  thofc 
of  a  farmer  who  fhould  praife  himfelf  for  having 
taken  advantage  of  the  expiration  of  his  leafe  to  ddUf 
ble  his  crops,  by  not  fulFering  the  land  to  lie  fallow, 
by  breaking  up  the  meadows,  and  by  deflrôj'ing  the 
aurfery  and  coppices. 

The  cultivators  of  France  have  .already  perceived 
their  error,  and  are  lamenting  its  confeqtsenoes. 
It  is  faid,  they  are  already  preparing  to  diminifh  the 
proportion  of  arable  land,  aiid  that  the  quantity 
ploughed  and  fowii  lail  autumn  is  much  fmaller  thaa 
was  fo  employed  in  1797  :  a  diminution  which  may 
alfo  afiiâ:  us  in  accounting  for  the  prefent  abundance 
of  grain,  and  is  itfelf  to  be  attributed  to  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  corn.  This,  itjis  but  jufticc  to  acknowledge, 
the  Deputy  Gokart  had  foretold  on  the  1 7th  Febru- 
ary 1797  :   ''  1'^^  cultivation  of  land,''    faid  he. 


(    10(5    ) 

^  will  hc^foon  abandoned^  becaufe  it  will  ceaie  to  fupw 
port  the  labourer." 

And  how  could  this  be  othcrwife,  when  the  ex- 
penfes  of  cultivation  had  gradually  augmented  by  . 
one  third,  not  only  without  a  correfponding  rife  in 
the  price  of  corn,  but  with  this  price  decreafing  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  expenfes  ?  This  double 
change  will  appear  much  more  ruinous  to  the  oilti- 
vators  if  we  ref.cft  on  the  very  bad  flate  of  the  roads, 
which  adds  confiderably  to  the  expenfe  of  carriage^ 
andcauies  an  accumulation  of  grain  in  thoie  parts 
where  water-conveyance  cannot  be  had  ;  for  land-car- 
riage is  become  fo  troublefome  and  fo  expenfive,  that, 
if 'we  may  believe  Saint-Aubin,  '^  many  articles  would 
be  twenty-five  ^^r  cent*  cheaper  if  the  roads  were  bet- 
ter, or  were  the  water-conveyances  and  waggons  un- 
der better  regulations/* 

To  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  prefent  aggregate  net 
income  of  the  landholders,  formerly  fuppofed  to  be 
I IOÔ  millions,  we  muft  rccolleâ  that  fince  the  revo- 
lution the  expenfes  of  cultivation  have  increafed  by 
at  leaf!  one  fourth,  and  that  the  price  of  corn  has  di- 
miniihed  in  the  f^me  proportion.  By  combining 
thefe  two  fafts  together,  we  Ihali  be  pofleffed  of  aa 
arithmetical  proof,  that  even  were  the  raw  produce 
as  abundant  as  it  was  formerly  (which,  admitting  it  to 
be  the  caib,  could  only  be  attributed  to  the  uncom* 
mon  favourablenefs  of  the  fealbns),  the  net  revenue  of 
the  proprietor  of  corn-lands  muft  be  dimini(hed  by 
at  leaft  one  half.  The  calculation  is  fimple  and  eafy. 
Let  us  fuppofc  an  eftate  to  have  produced,  before  the 
Revolution,  400  feptiers  of  corn,  which  were  fold  fçç 
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400  louis  d'ors,  and  thatof  thefc  200  were  clear  profit. 
If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  expenfes  of  cultivation, 
which  then  amounted  to  200  louis,  are  now  increaibd 
to  250,  land,  on  the  other,  the  crops  are  fold  for  only 
300,  the  proprietor's  income  will  be  reduced  from 
200  louis  to  50,  or  will  be  lefe  by  three  fourths'^han 
before.  Hence  if  this  land- owner  was  formerly  taxed 
jat  <Hte  fifth  of  his  income,  or  forty  louis,  the  fame 
tax  would  now  amount  to  four  times  that  proportion, 
or  four  fifths  of  his  income.  This  is  the  grievance  of 
which  the  farmers  of  the  department  of  Landes  com^ 
plain,  and  this  example  will  prove,  that  fuch  com* 
plaints  may  be  founded,  though  no  additiçnal  cxtor- 
tian  may  have  taken  place. 

If  however,  in  appreciating  the  diminution  of  the 
net  ^  agricultural  revenue  of  France,  w/e  ihould.  takp 
thefe  two  examples  as  our  only  data,  we  might  ovei»- 
rate  this  decreafe,  not  only  becaufe  the  department 
of  Landes  is  the  only  one  that  has  hitherto  complained 
of  an  overcharge  of  four  fifths,  but  becaufe  the 
prices  of  other  produ6lion$  of  the  earth  have  not 
fallen  in  the  iame  proportion  as  that  of  corn,  and 
alfo  becaufe  a  great  proportion  of  land-owners, 
farmers,  and  métayers  cultivating  their  fmall 
efiates  with  the  labour  of  their  femily,  and  without 
the  expenfe  of  wages,  their  incomes  may  not  have 
fuffered  much  by  a  rife  of  wages  which  they  are  rarely 
obliged  to  pay.  All  thpfe  cifcumflances  confidered, 
I  think  we  fhall  not  materially  err  in  ftating  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  net  agricultural  income  of  France,  in- 
cluding that  of  the  landholders,  farmers,,  metayers^  , 
^nd  vintagers,  at  cwf  half. 
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,  This  is  nearly  the  cftimatc  lalcly  prcfeilted  to  the 
Çoandl  of  Elders  by  the  Deputy  Arnouldj  on 
\thom  we  may  rely  with  the  greater  confidence,  as  he 
is  more  Gonverfant  with  tliefe  fubjeéls  than  any  of  his 
colleagues*.  On  the  20th  June  1798  he  declared, 
there  was  reafon  to  exped  a  diminution  of  450  mil- 
lions in  the  territorial  income,  which  he  fiated  to  have 
formerly  amounted  to  rioo  millions.  And  he  afked 
the  Council  how  the  landholders  or  tenants  can,  with 
the  remaining  650  millions,  pay  the  land-tax  of  the 
y^ar  vii..  or  the  arrears  of  the  two  preceding,  which 
amounted  together  to  500  millions  ? 

It  is  doubtful,  from  the  manner  in  which  Amould 
fiated  this  queftion,  whether  he  meant  to  include  the 
ncivly-incorporated  provinces.  But  if  we  add  100  or 
150  millions  to  the  remaining  half  of  the  agricultural 
income  of  old  France,  the  aggregate  income  of  the 
landholders,  farmers,  and  metayers  of  the  prefent 
republic,  with  all  it^  aggrandizements,  will  only 
amount  to  700  millions.  Such  are  the  taxable  means 
on  which  tlj^e  Direâory  hope  to  raife,  during  the  cur- 
rent 'year,  more  than  500  millions^  in  direéi  contribu- 
tions, befides  the  indireél  taxes,  the  greater  part  of 
which  this  clafs  of  men  are  obliged  to  hear.  Scarcely 
would  it  be  poflible  to  colleél  one  half  of  all  thefe 


*  He  is  the  author  of  a  work  eatitled  Balance  du  Commerce^  ancj 
various  other  publications  on  political  economy,  nîuch  efleemed  in 
France» 

f  Arnould  is  miftaken  in  computing  them  at  only  500  millions.  If 
to  the  diredt  tax  are  added  the  arrears  claimed,  the  expenfe  of  collet- 
ing,  and  the  additional y&K/,  the  total  exceeds  609  millions,  ^  will  b^ 
tound  in  Chap.  IX.  of  this  work. 
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4axe$9  even  were  the  fârnaets  robbed  of -the  fccd  iri-^ 
tended  for^tlieir  future  crop«. 

In  vain  have  extraordinary  efforts  been  made  to 
impofe  univerfel  filence  on  the  opprefled  :  notwith- 
fianding  the  menaces  of  terror,  the  cries  of  mifery  will 
be  heard.  They  have  even  found  their  way  into  the 
official  papers,  which  are  filled  with  petitions  from 
the  various  departments,  complahiing,  like  that  of 
the  Meufe,  that  a  population  is  affigned  them  far  be- 
yond the  truth,  and  moft  of  them  fuing,  like  thofe 
of  l'Eure  and  T  Aveyron,  to  be  relieved  from  half  their 
lai>d-tax.  On  thefe  the  legiflativc  body  have  almoA 
always  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day,  pretending  to 
have  fufficiently  diminiftied  the  burden  of  the  land- 
tax,  by  transferring  a  feventh  part  of  it  to  the  con- 
quered provinces  :  '  and  Dupont  hinjfelf  has  endea- 
voured tp  reprefent  this  relief  as  ".  the  rccompeacc 
of  the  facrifices  mai^e  by  the  people  to  accowpUffi 
'  thofe  conquefts/*  This  deputy  eftimated  the  former 
agricultural  income  of  the  Low  Countries,  together 
"V«ith  that  of  Savoy,  and  the  counties  of  Nice  and 
Avignon,  at  154  milHQns,  a  fum  which  muft  appear 
very  fmall  to  thofe  who  believed  the  pofitive  aflertioa 
of  his  colleague- Julien  Souhait,  who,  on  the  24tb 
Odtober  1796,  pofitively  declared,  *'  that  a  con- 
tribution of  one  fifth  of  the  net  revenue  laid  on  Bef- 
gium  would  produce  an?  hundred  millions." 

Were  it  worth  while  to  refute  thefe  extravagant  af-  . 
fertions,  it  would  be  eafy  io  prove  that  the  aggregate 
agricultural  income  of  the  inhabitant^  of  all  the  ad- 
4itiooal  dejpartmen-ts^  including  thofe  on.theRbi^e^ 
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lias  hcycr  ciceéded,  nor  even  ambunted  toj  200  mSS^ 
lions  in  the  time  of  their  greatcâ  profperity^  and  that 
their  fovereign  did  not  levy  taxes  exceeding  One  fifth 
of  that  fum.  But  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve^  that  the 
conquered  provinces  have  participated  in  the  principal 
diikfiers  that  have  attended  agriculture  in  France,  and 
that  they  have  alfo  been  the  theatre  of  war.  Belgium, 
which  is  alone  ntorc  produâive  than  all  the  reft  of  the 
incorporated  departments,  and  which  contributed  to 
its  ibvereîgn  only  about  twenty  millions  of  livres,  has 
been  fo  much  oppreffed  by  its  deliverers,  that  they  in- 
form us  themfelves,  ^^  that  immediately  after  their 
conqueil,  ferocîousproconfuls  levied  to  the  amount  of 
cighty^two  millions,  and  that  the  requissions  were  ex- 
tended even  to  vatnijhes  and  laces^  Yet  although  the 
lofs  of  above  10,009  horfes,  and  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  horned  cattle,  is  ftill  feverely  felt  by  that  country, 
its  agriculture  will  much  n>ore  fpeedily  recover  the 
ihock  than  that  of  France  r  ift,  Becaufe  much  leife 
of  the  landed  property  there  has  been  confifcated  and 
divided  :  2d,  Becaufe-  the  ruinous  tenure  of  the  mi^ 
iayers  is  unknown  there,  and  the  farms  are  pretty 
large:  3d,  Becaufe  the  fcienoe  of  agriculture  was 
in  a  very  high  ftate  of  improvement  in  that  country, 
which,  together  with  the  grfeat  fertility  of  its  foil,  and 
its  numerous  canals,  affords  the  inhabitants  of  Brâ-^ 
bant  and  of  A^uflrian  Flanders,  as  well  asthofeof 
French  Flanders,  great  refources  againfl  the  efFedls 
of  the  revolutionary  florm  :  4th,  Becaufe,  having 
•large  capitals,  they  were  thereby  enabled  to  fupport 
.greater,  lofles  before  they  fank  under  their  misfor- 


<      "X      ) 

*<U0és  :  5th,  arid  laftly,  Becaufe  tbcy  haye  cfcâpdl 
the  moû  ruinous  of  all  taxes,  that  of  the  affignats^. 
The  rich  forçât,  however,  of  the  Low  Countries 
ilifTered  equally  with  thofe  of  France  ;  for  fince  the 
end  of  the  year  1 796  the  French  have  boafled  of  hav- 
ing already  cut  down  there  one  million  five  hundred  thour 
/and  trees.  The  defiruâion  of  thefe  foreils  oblige»  us 
to  confider  thofe  of  France  as  among  the  ruined  re- 
mains of  her  agriculture  ;  for  even  previous  to  thefe 
ravagés,  every  well-informed  man  in  France  agreed^ 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  loft  in  correéling  the  abufes 
of  the  adminiftration  of  the  forefts,  and  planting  nevr 
ojfies.  And  without  recurring  to  the  deftru6ti(yi  that 
has  taken 'place  among  the  trees  within  the  lafl  eight 
years,  it  is  \o  be  remarked,  that  while,  on  the  one 
band,  they,  have  been  fo  induflrioufly  rooted  up,  on 
the  other  hand  none  have  been  planted  ;  no  one 
.  choofing  to  riik  precarious  advances  on  fo  volcanic  a 
foil.  This  is  a  faâ  which  cannot  be  doubted,  after 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  forefts,  prefented  by 
Biffon  on  the  7th  Oôober  1796  :   "  It  is  evident/' 


*  The  legHlators  of  France  have  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  peo- 
ple to  paying  the  taxes,  by  inceflantly  reminding  them  that  they  paid 
«ey  taxes  during  the  reign  of  the  affignats,  as  if  the  affignats  themfelves 
had  not- been  the  mod  oppreffive^  though  perhaps  the  ieaft  perceptible 
of  taxes.  Each  additional  emii&on  occaûoned  a  fall  of  one  fer  cent, 
on  paper;  and  though  the  government  did  nDta45ttiaIly  put  their  hands 
in  the  poekets  of  die  people,  yet,  in  fiid,  each  of  thefe  emiifions  took 
from  them  the  hundredth  part  of  their  paper  capitals.  One  of  their 
prefent  reprefentattves  has  calculated  that  by  this  mode  they  levied  4. 
fubfidy  on  the  nation  of  about  itve  milMards  qf  realvalut^  which  wal 
thus  eventually  afleflëd  in  the  moft  unequal  proportion.  But  in  this 
Ibfs  Belgium  had  a  veryfmall  (hare,  becaufe  the  affignats  were  not  in- 
troduced there  nil  their  depreciation  had  become  permanent,  when,  thft' 
illuQon  being  at  its  height-,  they  were  pafftd  from  band  to  hand  like  a 
burning  coal,  ,  j 


faîd  he,  **  that  many  citizens,  after  having  cut  down 
quantities  of  timber,  have  broken  up  the  foil  for  other 
purpofes,  while  others  have  tteared  the  coppices  %  and 
ysf  no  'ùneaU€nds  f<^  repla&ir^  tiem  by  forming  new  planp^ 
ation$  ^. 

,What  land-owner  would  be  fo  irrational  as  to  ap- 
ply to  this  objccl,  while  the  prefent  government  is 
alternately  fequeftrating;  confifcaiing,  felling,  and 
Tefuming  the  very  fame  eftates,  and  when  not  one  in- 
dividual can  look  forward  with  a  confidence  that  he 
jfhall  tranfmit  to  his  defcendants  the  inheritance  of 
his  fathers  ?  Nor  are  thefe  national  confifcations  and 
fequeftrat  ions  the  only  impediment  to  fowing  and  plant- 
ing land  ;  thfey  are  alfo  prevented  by  the  lawlefs  rob* 
•beries  daily  committed  on  private  property,  which,  as 
Talot  afferts,  the  gardes  champêtres^  or  country  guards, 
.  abandon  1o  the  moji  dreadful  devaflations,  of  which  they 
are  fometimes  accomplices. — **  An  outcry,'*  faid  he, 
on  the  I  ft  February  1798,  ^^  is.  now  fpread^all  over 
France  againft  the  coUufions  of  thefe  legal  guardians, 
thefe  pufiUani.mous  and  immoral  officers  ;  and  how 
can  rich  land -owners  venture  to  plant  their  orchards 


*  Under  <he  old  government  no  landholder  was  permitted  ràdî^ 
Çaîly  to  deftroy  any  woods  without  binding  himfelf  to  plant  an  equal 
.  extent  of  land. 

François  de  Neufchateau,  in  one  of  his  laft  letters,  declares,  that  // 
may  require  more  tkan  a  century  to  repair  the  robberies  that  hatte  been  com* 
taitted  in  the  forefis. — Another  work  by  Citizen  Cadel  of  Y^ux, 
which  is  equally  in  point  with  the  predi6tions  of  this  minifter,  aflerts, 
Ihatfo  great  is  the  dimiiittUon  of  wood  in  France,  that  that  country 
h  ip  ferious  danger  of  a  gradual  defalcation  Of  her  waters.  This 
writer  Jbunds  his  opinion  on  the.neceffity  of  mountains  crowned  with 
Ibreild  to  thcexiftence  of  plentiful  fprings.  Whether  his  bypothefis 
be  foimded  or  not,  the  fears  which  gave  birth  to  Jt  niay  evince  the 
extenfivenefs  of  tlie  devaûations  which  have  excited  his  alajrms* 
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or  their  hedges  with  mulberries  atid  apple-tirees,  or  re- 
pair the  plantations  on  the  great  roads?  In  vain 
woulcj.tljpyj  Pf^P^^^  future  woods  for  their  children  ; 
for,  ^on  the  contrary,  they  are  forced  to  defirojr  thofe 
they  now  poffefs.  They  are  ohjiged  to  an^ifi^ate  tha 
axe  of  a  fimnger  by  employing  their  awn^  &c.*' — Hj^ 
concluded  this  pi6luro  of  the  injuries  which  indivi^ 
duals  fullâined,  by  denouncing  them  as  the  canar  tl^^^ 
was  totally  dtjiroymg  agriculture.  ,  ; 

Thiâ  orator  purpofely  exaggerated  thefe  çy^lç.îjj 
prder  to  conceal  the  trutl^,  or  at  leaft  to  throw  it  into 
the  back  ground.  The  real  caufe  of  all  this  plunder 
and  dévaluation,  the  true  cancer-  which  corrodes  the 
agriculture  of  France,  is  the  immenfe  confifcation  of 
landed  property. 

It  is  almoft  too  evident,  too  trite  an  obfervation  to 
be  repeated,  that  the  firft  fpring  of  emulative  induftry 
is  the  hope,  the  certainty,  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  our 
labour.  The  farmer  depends  on  the  regularity  of 
the  feafons  for  his  crops,  and  on  the  regularity  of  the 
laws  of  fociety  for  the.  power  of  difpofing  of  them^ 
But  when  the  latter  fulpends  its  protedion,  or  itfelf 
becomes  the  violator  of  property,  difcouragemerit 
talées  place  of  induftry,  and  paralyfcs  the  hands  by 
which  it  was  nouriflied.  Men  continue,  it  is  true, 
digging  the  earth  to  fatisfy  their  phyfical  wants,  but 
they  no  longer  exert  themfelves  to  multiply  its  pro- 
duélions,  or  venture  on  finking  money  in  improve- 
ments, and  leaft  of  all  in  planting  trees,  the  pofleffion 
of  which  is.  uncertain  from  day  to  day.  Hence  Rouf- 
feau  fays,  that  property  is  the  hafis  of  the  focial  con- 
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trSLÔ.  ;  for  fo  him  who  mufi  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  lalour^ 
doing  nothing  is  the  greatefl  gain^ 

In  appreciating  the  effcfts  of  fuch  a  difcourage- 
ment  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Frjence, 
we  muft  reflect  that  the  greater  part  of  the  beft  cul- 
tivated lands  having  been  confifcated,  have?  palled 
from  the  hands  of  the  rich  to  men  greedy  of  gain, 
who,  aware  of  the  infecnrity  of  their  new  poflbffions, 
immediately  converted  every  thing  into  money,  or,  as 
Cambon  declares,    caufed  them  to  be  adjudged  to 
them  for  the  fake  of  felling  the  trees  and  materials,  and 
afterwards  abandoning  them  in  their  ruined flate.     The 
various  modes  of  deterioration  to  which  the  eflatés 
called  national  have  been  and  are  ftill  expofed,  ought 
to  be  the  fubjeâ  of  a  feparatc  treatife.     Should  any 
one  undertake  and  execute  fuch  a  work  with  compe- 
tent ikill,  it  will  appear  that  the  majority  of  the  pur- 
chàfèrs  who  have  efcaped  the  poniard,  and  who  per- 
iift  in  retaining  their  ill-gotten  property,  endeavoiït 
io  exhauft  the  foil,  as  if  their  leafe  were  about  to  ex- 
pire on  the  firft  convuljion.     In  that  work  the  caufe 
of  property  might  be  placed  in  the  moft  fl^riking 
point  of  view,  and  the  apologue  of  the  jnafler's  eye 
confirmed.     It  would  then  be  evident  that  the  hand 
of  a  lawful  and  fecure  proprietor  alone  can  give  life 
and  aélivity  to  agriculture,  while  that  of  an  ufurper 
exhaufts  and  confumes  every  thing  it  approaches.     It 
vvould  then  appeai:  that  the  hand  of  the  Utter  is  that 
of  ^  the  harpy,  and  his  touch  that  of  the  deadly  afp. 
The  confifcations  have  been  equally  injurious  tp 
.  ajgriculture,  by  reducing  the  price  of  lîyod  fo  much, 
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that  cren  thofe  which  have  not  been  coiififcated,  aûd 
which  are  very  carefully  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
patrimonial  lands, .  can  no  longer  be  fold  for  more  than 
ten  years,  purchafe  of  their  prefent^  and  confequently 
five  years  purchafe  of  their  former  income  *•  It  may 
perhaps  be  faid,  this  is  merely  an  imaginary  evil,  fince 
the  land  flill  exiflSf  This,  however,  is  a  grofe  error. 
So  great  a  depreciation  produces  the  moft  lamentable  ' 
effects  on  agriculture.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  caly  to 
borrow  a  fum  equal  to  ten  years  income  on  mort* 
gage  at  five  per  cent,  ihtereft  ;  whereas  now  that  fum 
woulâ  purchafe  the  eflate:  nor  can  the  proprietor  pro- 
cure the  moft  trifling  loan  without  fuch  exorbitant 
intereft  as  renders  all  improvement  impraélîcable. 
*'  Thoië  who  are  defirous  of  engaging  in  ipeculations 
of  profitable  labour  in  agriculture,  are  now  deprived 
of  the  loans  which  the  pledge  they  have  to  offer  would 
formerly  have  procured  them."  Thus  did  Duprat 
exprefs  himfelf  in  the  fitting  of  the  23d  March  1798, 
and  we  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  doubt  this  facft,  as, 
ihortly  after,  oncf  of  the  eleven  queftions  propofed  in 
the  public  prints  to  patriotic  writers  was  as  follows  : 


*  In  the  fitting  of  the  20th  July  1798,  Lecouteulx,  wbofe  accu- 
racy we  have  no  reafon  to  fufpeô,  acknowledged,  "  that  this  kind 
of  property /carcely  fills  for  ten  years  purchafe  rf  the  real  income  rf  the 
feller.**  Yet  he  was  fpcJiing  only  of  fuch  landed  property  as  had 
not  been  confifcatcd. 

At  the  period  when  Lecouteulx  ftated  this  faâr  at  the  tribune,  the 
anonymous  banker  before  mentioned  couched  one  of  his  queflions 
in  the  following  terms  :  "  Why  is  the  price  nf  land  fi  low  when  com-- 
pared  with  that  of  land  in  neighbour ing  countries  ?"  --The  anfwer  was 
as  follows  :  "  Thofe  who  formerly  were  rich  cannot^  and  thofe  who 
are  lately  become  rich  dare  not  purchafe  large  eftates  :  aiyl  befide?, 
the  intereft  of  money  is  fo  high,  that  the  very  ^yorft  mode  of  jeropIoy<« 
ing  it  is  to  lay  it  out  in  the  purchafe  of  land," 

I   2 
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tfhy  cannot  land- owners  find  money  at  awf  price  f--^ 
Among  the  various  anfwers  which  the  Diredlory  per- 
mitted to  be  printed,  the  following  feems  conclufive  : 
Mm  will  not  lend  on  fledges  of  which  they  would  not 
become  purchafers,  nor  will  they  advance  their  f^eci^ 
with  the  rijk  of  being  repaid  in  paper. 

It  is  this  impoffibility  of  borrowing  motley  on  land 
at  any  price  that  led  Arnould  to  fay,  that  **  the  de- 
ftru(îlion  of  the  colony- trade,  Ihe  bad  flate  of  the 
roads,  the  difficulty  of  communication,  the  aban* 
dance  of  corn,  and  its  low  price  in  far  the  'gfeater 
number  of  departments,  will  not  for  a  long  time  per- 
mit  landholders  to  hope  that  their  incomes  will  litp- 
ply  the  means  of  imptovir^  their  eftates/^ 

This  ihdeed  is  a  very  moderate  conclufion  ;  for  if 
the  only  doubt  were,  hovv  long  the  improvement  of 
their  eflates  wotild  be  deferred,  or  merely  their  culti- 
ratiori  remain  ftationary  for  a  cdnfiderable  time,  the 
evil  would  be  trifling.  They  are  deprived  liot  only 
of  the  hopes  of  future  improvement  by  their  prefent 
impoverilhment,  but.  frequently  of  the  means  of  get- 
ting in  their  harvcil;  and  if  we  may  believe  the  above- 
dted  anonymous  author,  they  are  placed  Hke  Tantalus 
âmidft  unprodu6tive  plenty.*  "  The  monied  man/^ 
feys  he,  ^^  amufes  them  with  promifes  till  he  reduce^ 
them  to  the  neceffity  of  felling,  for  a  trifling  confldera^ 
tion^  the  produce  of  a  yearns  induflry.  The  power  of 
monied  men  arifes  out  of  the  wants  of  the  jftate; 
and, "^  he  added,  ^^  will  only  end  with  them/^ 

In  that  cafe  the  end  of  their  reign  is  ftill  very  remote,. 
But  as  this  is  the  aflertipn  of  an.  anonymous  writer, 
and  as,  notwithftanding  the  acutencfe  with  which  he 
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fias  Tcfolved  many  of  the  problems  propoled,  he  has 
palTed  over  this  fymptom  of  decay  *.  with  that  levity 
fo  charafteriftic  of  his  nation,  it  is  requifîté  to  con- 
firm it  by  the  more  official  authority  of  a  paflage  in 
one  of  the  lafl.  reports  of  the  Deputy  Lecouteulx, 
wherein  he  fpeaks  to  the  following  effeél  :  *'  Inter- 
mediate (peculators  buy  up  the  crops,  and  hold 
them  till  purchdfers  offer.  Thofe  who  are  engaged 
in  this  intermédiare  fpehdatim^  {^\\\c\i' h  called  /«- 
térvention  feroiwablejy  **  have  no  objeâ  but  to  derive 
from  the  little  money  they  can  difpofe  of,  an  exorbi- 
tant intereft,  unknown  till  the  prefent  times." 

This  important  confeffion  proves  how  far  the  rate 
jôf  intereft  aiFei51s  agriculture,  and  that,  if  the  retail 
prices  of  bread  and  meat  are  not  reduced  in  propor- 
tion to  thofe  of  corn  and  cattle,  the  price  of  corn  iô 
much  more  reduced  as  far  as  regards  the  fums  received 
by  thofe  farmers  who  are  at  a  diftance  from  the  mar- 
kets,  or  are  obliged  to  apply  to  the  intermediate  fpe- 
culator>  whether  to  get  in  their  crops,  or  convert  them 
into  money.  * 

Such  have  hitherto  been  the  efFefts  arifing  to  this 
clafs  of  citizens,  by  whom  fociety  is  fed,  from  aflîgnats, 
and  from  the  national  robbery  of  which  that  cla(à 
have  become  accomplices  !  What  an  inftruftivc 
\tKon  for  the  Italians  and  the  Swifs,  to  whom  France 
flill  ventures  to  talk  of  confifcations  and  Jè^uefirationSy 


*  "  However  fcrîous  may  be  the  diforder,**  fays  he,  "  it  is  hot 
wholly  defperate.  France  is  fo  roèujè^  flie  repairs  her  loifes  with  fo 
puch  eafe,  her  phyficians  are  fo  affiiuous^  fhe  conforms  to  the  re- 
medies prefcribed  with  fo  much  docility^  that  a  cure  will  foon  follow 
from  a  mild  regimen  and  perfeyering  attention  ;  but  let  ys  beware 
pf  eqrairics  and  ^heir  violent  noflrums.*^ 
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as  an  iriexhauftiblc  fourcc  of  riches  !  It  will  be  happy 
for  them  if  they  grow  wife  by  the  dear-bought  expe- 
rience of  thofe  who  have  given  the  example  *  ;  and 
if  they  perceive  the  confequences  of  this  deftruâive 
fyftem  before  it  is  too  late.  No  fooner  is  it  adopted^ 
than  the  uncertainty  of  retaining  the  patrimony  of 
their  anceflors,  or  tranfmitting  it  to  their  defcendants. 


*  What  can  be.more  true,  or  better  expreffed,  than  the  following 
dedaration  of  Lecouteulx  ? — "  Can  it  be  çxpeéled,  that  our  finances 
will  be  improved  by  confifcations^  or  our  fields  better  cultivated  wheti 
under  the  yoke  oïfequefiration  ?  The  profperity  of  the  public  finances, 
the  abumknce  of  the  fupplies,  the  facility  of  coileaing  the  taxes, 
the  eafe  and  rapidity  of  the  public  receipts,  and  all  the  advantages 
of  a  free  circulation,  depend  entirely  on  the  citizens  enjoying  their 
property  in  peace  and  fecurity  under  the  protedion  of  conuitutional 
laws,  and  devoting  themfelves  with  confidence  to  their  refpei^ive 
labours  and  undertakings.  The  fecurity  of  perfons  and  of  property 
always  produces  abundance.  .  In  fuch  circumflances  the  buildings 
on  famiis  are  always  better  kept  up,  the  land  better  cultivated,  and  the 
fields  more  flocked  with  cattle.  Such  are  the  effets  which  conftitute 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  the  true  riches  of  the  flate.  But, 
«n  the  contrary,  when  the  citizens  live  in  confiant  fe^r  under  a 
legiflature,  who  flrike  at  whole  mafTes  of  property,  and  are  fuc- 
ceffively  expofed  to  confifcations  and  fequeftrations^  fpecie  difappears, 
the  lands  remain  uncultivated^  repairs  are  wholly  negleéled,  creditors 
remain  unpaid,  the  taxes  are  exhaufted,  and  the  public  treafury  drags 
if/elf  along  by  the  aid  of  an  odious  u/ury^  or  amid  the  convuJfitms  of  con- 
tinual bankruptcy ^^^ 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  deputy  fi'om  whom  this  confefÏÏon  is  ex- 
torted by  the  prefent  decline  of  his  country,  is  the  ftme  perfori  who 
prepared  his  colleagues  fpr  the  idea  of  a  national  bankruptcy^  by 
fpeaking  of  it  as  of  a  Xn?i\\\gfamily  affair^  and  fanftîonéd  the  forced 
han^  by  aflTuring  them  that  it  was  a  merp  infenfible  per/piration  of  the 
body  politic. 

It  is  a  fhocking  fa6t,  that  while  they  are  thus  proclaiming  their 
tardy  lamentations,  thefe  legiflators  of  the  mother  republic  coldly 
fnfFer  the  new  republics,  whom  they  have  taken  under  their  pro- 
tedion,  to  be  affliéted  with  all  the  calamities  they  are  deploring  at 
home.  Even  the  revojutionifls  of  Hejvetia  have  already,  undei:  the 
direétion  of  a  French  commifTary,  opened  a  regifter  for  the  pretended 
Swifs  emigrants^  whofe  eftates  are  put  under  fequejlration.  With  a 
few  months  further  îuflruétiotis  from  the  Great  Nation,  we  fhall  fee 
jthe  lands  of  her  fo.ur  allies  deftitute  ef  cultivation^  and  their  Dire6lors 
dragging  themfelves  along^  like  their  oxen^  amid  the  convulfions  of  contf^ 
Pltai  bankrUj^tcy, 
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precludes  the  landholders  from  all  plans  of  improve-* 
ment:  hence  this  clafs  becomes , generally  dilgufled, 
and  then  a  flarving  government  may  o^ore  eafily  ex- 
tend its  rapacious  hands  over  their  property;  the  price 
of  land  continually  falls,  becaufe  every  one. endea- 
vours to  part  with  it,  to  fave  fome  of  the  wreck  of  his 
fortune  ;  the  intereft  of  money  neceflarily  rifes  in 
proportion  ;  ufury  exceeds  all  control,  and  its  per- 
nicious influence  extends  to  every  Ipecies  pf  induftry, 
and  to  the  arts  which  are  the  moft  eflential  to  agri- 
culture. In  proportion  as  capitals  become  more 
fcarce,  manùfa6lories  are  fhut  up,  and  ploughs  and 
other  implements  •  of  hufbandry  grow  dearer,  while 
the  impoverifhment  of  the  confumer  caufes  a  fall  in 
the  price  of  produce.  Thus  the  wound  increafes 
from  day  to  day  with  the  utmofl  rapidity,  and  if  its 
depth  is  not  at  firfl  perceived,  this  arifes  from  agri- 
culture being  able  long  to  fubfiil  upon  its  old  ftock. 
It  appears,  however,  too  foon,  that  it  is  rapidly  de- 
clining, and.  that  a  rapacious  government  has,  in  a 
fliort  time,  diflipated  by  violence  what  economy  had 
been  accumulating  during  a  long  feries  of  years.  In 
Ihort,  the  evil  would  be  irremediable,  if  neceffity, 
which  obliges  men  to  plough  the  earth  for  the  means 
of .  fubfiftence,  did  not,  to  a  certain  degree,  coun- 
terwork this  acîlivity  of  tyranny,  or  if  fome  hope  of 
deliverance  from  its  oppreflions  did  not  cheer  the 
hearts  of  its  unhappy  viétims. 

Can  it  be  conceived,  then,  after  this  melancholy 
piéture  of  French  agriculture,  and  of  the  mifery  pf 
that  opprefled  clafs  of  men  who  are  employed. in  its 
labours,  confirmed  by  iuch  innumerable  documents 
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faithfully  cxtraded  from  official  reports,  that  a  co- 
temporary  writer  fhould  have  hazarded  an  aflertion, 
*^  that  it  is  certain  the  cultivators  are  enriched^  and  that 
agriculture  has  advanced  ?^^ 

To  this  bold  aflertion  that  writer  will  permit  ?nc 
to  reply,  that  I  have  read  with  the  clofeft  attention 
all  the  debates  pf  the  reprefentatives  of  the  French 
nation;  and  that  notwithft^nding  the  innumerable 
bravadoes  in  which  they  periodically  indulge,  con- 
cerning the  increafing  power  of  the  republic,  nd  one 
has  dared  to  aflert  at  the  tribune  of  the  Councils,  that 
agriculture  has  advanced.   On  the  contrary,  they  have 
all  united,   latterly,   in  acknowledging,  that  it  has 
funk  into  a  ftate  of  languor  *  ;  and  that  the  land-tax 
has  robbed  even  the  fmall  farmer  of  ^^/z^/^  ;z^i;^- 
rtes  ^.     The  only  exception  to  this  is  the  aflertion 
"of  Golzart,  that  agriculture,  had  nçver  leen  in  a  more 
flourijhing  condition.    And  it  muft  be  noticed,  not  only 
that'it  is  two  years  lînçe  he  made  that  aflertion,  but 
^hat,  like  Rœderer,  he  took  great  pains  to  attribute 
this  profperity  to  the  facility  of  paying  taxes  by  means 
of  aflignats.     It  was  this  deputy  too,  who,  while  thus 
,  forcibly  declaiming  againft  the  exorbitancy  of  the 
land-tax,  foretold,  that  the  cultivation  of  land  would 
Jbon  he  abandoned,  hecaufeAt  would  not  even  fumijh  the 
labourer  with  a  fubfiftence, 

A\\  his  fucceflbrs  acknowledge,  that  this  laft  patt 
pf  hi'g  prediâ:ion  is  on  the  eve  of  being  fulfilled  ;  and 
Julien  Souhait,  one  of  the  moft  atrocious  of  the  Ja- 


*  Craflbus,  on  the  23d  March  1798. 
f  Berthot,  on  the  26th*Auguft  1798, 
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col)în6,  has  himfelf  declared,  that  the  feîds  of  France 
are  tilled  with  the  fvoeat  of  msfortune  *. 

The  only  public  man  who  has  lately  hazarded  a 
different  language  is  François  de  Neufchateau,  who, 
as  minifler  of  the  interior,  has  recently  addreffed  a 
miffive  or  circular  letter  to  his  agents  ;  wherein  he 
fays  (4th  Auguft  1798),  that  "  the  révolution  has pro^ 
•  cured  agriculture  every  pojfible  advantage -^^.^^ 

We  have  already  taken  a  review  of  what  it  has  done 


*  One  of  the  moft  diftînguiftied  of  the  revolutionary  writers, 
B.  Confiant,  wt^o  has  inceflantly  recommended  to  his  countrymen 
perfevcrance  in  the  facriiices  they  fuffer,  has  alfo  refumed  his  pen 
a%  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 798,  to  declare  to  their  leaders, 
"  that  the  ftrength  of  that  nation  has  its  limits,  as  well  as  that 
pronenefs  to  hope  which  has  hitherto  fuftaîned  them  ;  that  they  have 
been  conftantly  difappointed^  although  they  have  never  ceafed  to  re- 
new their  facritices  ;  and  that,  worn  out  by  the  brevity  of  evecy 
thing  that  has  exifted,  they  can  fcarcely  believe  that  which  now  exifts 
to  be  permanent." 

Such  is  tlie  piélure  drawn  by  B.  Confiant  in  his  lafl  revolutionary 
oration,  wherein,  however, .  he  aflRired  his  hearers,  that  the  caufe  of 
thefe  evils  no  longer  exifis^  and  that  tlie  bottom  of  the  fea  is  calm.  This 
academic  harangue  was,  however,  only  the  key  to  another,  wherein 
he  had  eftabliihed,  that  the  revolution  was  calculated  to  produce  the 
liberty  of  all,  hy  leaving  the  property  <f  each  individual  INVIOLABLE. 

f  This  very  man,  however,  when  he  arrived  at  Seltz  to  join  in 
the  conferences  for  peace,  agreed  with  the  municipality  of  that 
jplace,  that  hsfaw  around  him  many  ruins^.  This  very  man,  too,  when 
reprefenting  to  the  farmers  how  much  the  revolution  h^d  done  for 
them,  complains  and  wonders,  that  "  they  pay  to  foreign  nations  an 
alarming  tribute  for  the  purchafe  of  wW,  hemp^  and  many  other 
articles,  of  which  they  ought  to  have  a  furplus  to  difpofe  or.*'  He 
has  lately,  in  like  manner,  reproached  them  with  their  baneful 
fallows  J  and  .the  numerous  marjhes  and  heaths  flill  remaining  in  that 
cxtenfive  country.  The  republic^  he  adds,  in  his  paternal  flyle,  has 
many  coiiquefis  yet  to  make  at  homç.  Nor  will  thefe  be  the  leaji  brilliant 
of  her  exploits. 

It  is  to  be  remarked^  that  at  the  ver>'  time  when  this  hypocrite 
was  endeavouring  to  concentrate  the  attention  of  the  people  on  the 
conquefts  to  be  made  at  home^  his  colJcaguas  were  fending  out  two  fleets 
and  two  armies  for  the  conquefl  of  Egypt  and  Ireland  ;  the  equip- 
•  nient  of  which  had  occaiioned  all  thole  cruel  feizures  and  difh-effes 
exercifed  by  the  gamifers.  on  the  miferabk  inhabitants  of  France. 
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for  thofe  who  haye.clevoted  themfelvcs  to  this  fpecieg 
of  induftry  ;  bttt  the  better  to  appreciate  the  gjratitude 
they  owe  to  the  feâîon» which  feized  therdins  pf  this 
revolution  on  the  i8th  Fruftidor,  we  muft  take  no- 
tice of  two  decrees»  which  form  an  epocha  in  the  an- 
nals of  fifcàl  tyranny  and  oppreffion. 
.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  the  decree  of  the  9th  Vendé- 
miaire (30th  September  1 797),  in  which,  under  pre^- 
text  of  avoiding  all  arrears  for  the  year  vi. -which  had 
juft  commenced,  it  was  enafted,  that  three  fourths 
of  the  land-tax  Ihould  be  paid  in  advance  within  the 
three  firft  months  ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  exaâed 
from  the  farmer  the  fuperfluity  of  his  crops,  at  the 
time  when  he  was  committing  the  feed  which  was  to 
produce  them  to  the  earth.  This  was  indeed  more 
than  fulfilling  the  French  proverb^  for  it  was  eating 
the  corn  even  before  it  was  in  blade.  But  this  is  not 
all;  for  it  required  thefe  advances  of  tbofe  who  were 
fa^^d  higheft\  of  thofc  who,  it  had  been  acknow- 
ledged, were  taxed  not  only  above  two  thirds,  but 
even  four  fifths  of  their  income  *.     Such  is  the  clafs 

,  *  Of  this  decree,  the  fourth  and  fifth  articles  are  as  follows  :-^ 
**  In  order  to  accelerate  the  epocha  when  the  daily  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure flïall  balance,  a  fum  ^î  one  hundred  millions  fliall  be  paid 
py  anticipation  on  the  direft  contributions  of  the  year  vi. 

*'  One  half  of  the  perfons  taxed,  viz.  thofe  who  are  taxed  kighefi 
in  each  commune,  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  before  t}ie  ift  Nivofe 
(aiit  December  1797)  half  the  amount  of  thetr  land-tax,  and 
the  reft  of  the  peifons  taxed,  one  fourth.  The  remainder  fhall 
be  paid  by  equal  inftalments  in  the  courfe  of  the  nine  following 
fiionths/* 

This  decree  had  been  propofed  by  a  jnember  of  the  Council  of 
Elders,  who,  on  the  7th  of  the  preceding  July,  faid,  **  it  would 
be  an  aft  of  barharHy  to  the  farmers  to  fuffer  the  tax  to  accumulate 
in  their  hands;  fur' all  of  them,"  faid  he,  "  are  either /W/g^^ui  or 
imprêvident,*^  He  thought  it  much  more  humane,  it  feems,  to  extort 
from  thefe  indigent  men  the  produce  of  tw^  barvefls  iu  onç  yeai:  \ 
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of  men  who  were  ordered  to  pay  in^  before  the  2  ift 
December  1797,  one  half  of  what  the  republic  ap- 
propriated to  itfelf  out  of  the  crc^s  they  hoped  to 
reap  in  the  autumn  of  1798  ;  and  which,  in  all  pro- 
babHity,  they  will  not  be  able  to  fell  till  the  fpring 
of  1 799.  It  is  true,  that  as  no  man  can  be  obliged 
to  do  what  is  impoffible,  notwithftanding  this  decree, 
and  all  the  achievements  of  the  gamifers,  thefe  ad-- 
vances  have  remained  fo  much  in  arreajrs,  that  in  the 
middle  of  the  elevei^th  month  of  the  y0ac  vi.  the 
minifler  of  finances  addreffed  a,  thundering  letter  to 
the  adminiftralions  of  the  departments,  reproaching 
them  bitterly,  *^  that  at  a  time  when  at  leaft  two 
thirds  of  the  land-tax  of.  the  year  v|.  ought  to 
have  been  paid  in,  I9^,)69,I82  livres  ilill  remained 
DUE  */'  Such  is,  and  always  muft  be,  the  refult  of 
taxes  that  cannot  be  paid. .  This  law  has  only  pro- 
cured the  Diredlory  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  in 
eleven  months  :  it  has  alfo  given  them  a  legal  title 
to  fend  forth  their  garnifers  againft  every  one  who  is 
in  arrear,  and  who  dares  openly  to  ipeak  againft 
them.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  thefe  officers  are 
become  a  moft  pdwerful  lever  in  their  hands,  and 
that  thefe  men  form  a  new  political  order  in  the 
French  republic. 

The  fécond  decree  alluded  to,  is  that  for  a  military 
/oofifcripion^  ordering  a  new  levy  of  200,000  youthè. 
In  the  debates  on  this  law  it  was  not  even  attemptql 
to  be  concealed,  that  it  would  bear  principally  on 
thofe  farmers  who  had,  during  four  years,  been  in-? 

t  This  letter  was  datçd  the  4tli  of  Auguft» 


(     1^4    ) 

dulged  by  fpecial  favour  with  kecking  at  home  their  ' 

oxJy  fons^  notormcfiy  Ànown  to  he  working  at  the  ploughs 

Will  it  be  believed,  that. only  two  deputies  dared  to 

raife  fome  fcruples  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  mear 

fure  ? — *^  No  doubt/'  feid  the  firft,  *•  foldiers  arc 

neceflary  to  the  exiftence  of  the  republic  ;  hut,  at  the 

fame  time  y  we  muji  notfacrifice  every  other  clqfs  of  men,** 

— "  Remember,"  faid  the  fécond,  **  to  what  a  flatc 

of  mifery  thç  execution  of  the  law  paffcd  in  175^3 

reduced  a  vail  number  of  farmers  who  had  only  one 

fon,  and  who,    by  the  lofs  of  that  fon,    remained 

deftitute  of  helpmates,    and  even  of  the  means  of 

fubliflence.*'     Here  he  was  interrupted  by  murmurs, 

and  Savary  filenced  him  by  faying,'*^  The  propofal 

of  the  laft  fpeaker  tends  to  fubvert  the  very  foundation 

of  the  law  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  deliberation.  What 

he  iniifts  oa  amounts  to  the  rejeélion  of  the  law  itr 

felf.''  The  former  fpeaker,  however,  dared  not  pcrfift, 

and  the  law  was  fan6lioned  ;  but  he  had  faid  enough 

to  fhow,  that  its  fundamental  principle  was  '  to  take 

away  by  force  from  the  peafantry  their  only  fans,  whom 

they  had  till  then  been  permitted  to  retain,  and  whofe 

forced  departure  will  leave  their  parents  deflitute  of 

helpmates  and  of  fubfifiencç.    Such  vvgs  the  language 

held  in  the  debates  of  the  two  Councils.'at  the  very 

time  when  the  minijfter  of  the  interior  was  reminding 

the  inhabitants  of  the  country  that  the  revolution  ha4 

procured  agriculture  every  pofjtble  advantage  *. 


*  The  miniftcr  of  war,  when  inftru£ling  his  commifTarîes  an4 
agents  rigorouily  to  enforce  the  new  requifition,  took  care  to  repre-r 
fent  it  as  that  which  would  decide  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiations  ffir, 
peace^  and  expreflçd  his  concern  "  at  being  forced  by  eircumftancefii 
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The  lîû  of  the  evils  it  has  caufed  to  the  p^alantry 
of  France  would  not,  however,  be  complete,  were 
we  to  omit  mentioning  the  quack  doftpts  and. conr 
jufers,  the  ignorant  and  venal  judges  who  have  been 
fabftituted  for  the  parliaments,  and  the  pretended 
lawyers  who  combine  with  thefe  new  judges  tp  devour 
the  fubftance  o/  the  people,  by  perpetuating  the 
innumerable,  lawfuits  that  have  arifen  from  the  re« 
volution. 

It  is  certain',  that  fince  the  eoiintry  people  havtj 
been  deprived  of  their  priefls,  who  were  either  maf- 
facred  or  tranlported,  they  have  fubftituted  in  their 
place  aftrologers  and  fortune-tellers,  who  induce 
them  to  believe  in  Witchcraft.  Of  this  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Bapaume  officially  complained  to  the  le- 
giflative  body,  and  declared,  that  ikefe  qftrologers  in^ 
f reduce  difcord  and  wisfortime  into  private  families  *. 

Hithertp  we  have  only  ipoken  of,  the  ravages  com- 
mitted iif  the  armies  by  the, pretended  officers  of  health  % 
where,  as  Vitet  afferts,  they  feem  to  eonfpire  with  the 
cruellefl  enemies  of  the  reptiblic  for  the  de^rui^ion  .of 
republican  foldiers.  But  we  miift  not  imagiote  that 
the  military  hofpitals  were  the  only  fceneg  o^affaffina^ 
fim  which  that  reporter  meant  to  denounce;  be  alfa 
complained,  that  thefe  empirics  began  to  ravage  both  the 
towns  and  country  places  \  and  his  colleague  fiafailloii 
irflferted,  that  when  they  returned  into  France,  *^  they 


to  put  an  end  to  Ûxt' prcie^iùns  (k  proviforrey  ^2ix\ttà  to  men  ufeful  i» 
agriculture  and  the  arts.*'  Was  it  then  but  provt/orHy  that  a  promifc 
was  made  to  the  young  men  who  lliould  marry,  that  they  ihould  be 
«xempt  from  enlifting  n>r  the  army  ? 

*  Se«  the  Moniteur  of  the  i^5th  December  ij^^d,  ^  • 
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mutihted  children  in  the  cradle,  under  fretext  that 
fome  operation  was  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  o£ 
their  lives." 

Another  lefs  murderous,,  though,  in  moft  country 
placies^  a  no  lefs  baneful  evil,  arifes  from  thofe  new 
republican  judges  whom  the  Diredlory  reproach  with 
venality  and  intrigue.  Thefe  judges  demand  enorxnous 
fees,  and  their  ignorance  is  ftill  more  prejudicial  than 
their  venality,  by  continually  rendering  it  neceflary  to 
recommence  proceedings  which  their  incapacity  has 
Tendered  null  and  void  ^. 

But  what  ftill  further  protraâs  lawfuits  is  thp 
fwarm  of  locufts,  who,  under  the  new  name  oilégifies 
and  avoués  J  have  ufurped  the  places  of  advocates  and 
attomies.  **  In  fad,*'  faid  Riou,  on  the  25th  Oâo-^ 
ber  1797,  ^*  it  is  evident^  that  the  chicanery  which 
feemed  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  revolution  is  revived 
with  more  a6tivity,  more  art,  and  more  rapacity,  than 
ever  J  that  difhonefty,  ignorante,  and  deceit,  furround 
every  avenue  to  the  tribunals  ;  and  that  there  being 
now  no  ftated  fees,  nor  any  limits  in  making  charges, 
thefe  loeufts  daily  lay  the  citizens  under  contrihition 
with  impunity.  Formerly  the  bar  was  fubjedl  to  certain 


♦  Sec  tke  fpeech  of  Geniffieux,  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  29th  Janu- 
ary 1708,  No.  aSi,  wherein  he  alleged  this  as  an  argument  for 
increafing  the  falarîes  of  the  juftices  of  peace,  obferving,  "  That 
k  was  (bameful  that  lefs  fhould  be  allowed  them  than  to  a  clerk  ;  and 
that  the  expenfe  incurred  by  this  increafe  of  their  falâries  would 
be  balanced  by  the  iniinution  of  cofts  in  the  proceedings."  *  See 
alfo  the  ipeech  of  the  Deputy  Legier,  in  thp  Moniteur  of  the  12th 
September  following,  when  he  reproached  the  civil  judges  "  with 
jîQt  being  femiliarly  acquainted  with  the  proceedings,  and  with  com- 
mitting irregularities  which  often  occaûoned  appeaU,  and  the  recom- 
mencement  of  a  fuit  before  a  new  tribunal,  where  another  jjuiy  jïiuft 
t>e  fummoned  and  new  witneiTes  called/' 
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regulations,  but  now  the  mojl  tmhonnded  licentiaufnefs 
reigns  there  under  the  name  and  pretext  of  liberty'* 

To  form  an  idea  of  the  enonqous  amount  of  the 
contributions  under  which  thefe  locufts  lay  the  country 
places,  we  muft  refled  on  the  millions  of  lawfuitd 
ftill  pending  to  regulate  the  value  in  ipecie  of  trani^ 
adlions  in  paper  ;  lawfuits  which  the  legiflative  body 
îtfelf  renders  cndlcfs,  by  continually  enaâing  new- 
explanatory  laws  always  more  and  more  oblcure  *• 
Thefe  «added  to  the  diforder  of  the  fiqances,  which 
obliges  the  revenue  to  feize  the  laft  chattel  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  make  them  drop  the 
Jweat  of  misfortune.  Thefe  unfortunate  people  are  flill 
-contending  with  the  unbounded  licentioufne/s  of  that 
chicanery  which  they  thought  had  been  quafhed.  Such 
is  at  this  day  the  condition  of  a  nation  which  flattered 
itfelf  the  goiden  age  was  returning. 

Notwithftanding  this  too  faithful  pîéturc,  I  will 
not  aflert  that  no  individual  diftriél  can  be  found,  at 
a  diftance  from  the  theatre  of  war,  where  the  pea* 
fantry  and  yeomanry  may  appear  rather  to  have  gained 
than  loft  by  the  revolution  ;  either  becaufe  they  were 
opprefled  by  fuch  of  the  feudal  rights  as  were  really 


*  la  the  fitting  of  thé  4th  Oélober,  Legendre  gaveîrîs  colleagues 
an  idea  of  the  «umber  of  thefe  lawfuits,  by  afluring  them,  "  that 
every  one  who  enjoyed  the  rights  of  a  citizen  had  at  leaft  one  fuit^ 
either  as  plaintiff  or  as  defendant.  This,"  added  he,  **  aipounts  to 
ixomjix  to  nine  ?mllio?is  of  lawfuits,  and  conipletely  rtiiits  thoie  in- 
dividuals." Thele  lawfuits  throw  whole  families  into  diftrcfs,  «ftd 
the  tribunals  are  in ceffantly  applying  to  the  legiilative  body  to  coût 
fuit  them  on  fome  unforefeen  cafe,  demanding  a  new  fcale  and  a 
new  law — <'  Let  us  clofe  this  infernal  ^^at,"  cried  Dedelay  on  the 
3qth  May  1798,  when  it  was  again  under  difeuffion.  It«WQuld  îq. 
deed  have  been  far  eafier  never  to  have  opened  iht  infernal  htx  q/i 
the  alB^nats  than  it  will  be  to  clofe  it,       -  \ 
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tyrannical,  or  beeaufe  they  pcrfift  in  not  paybg  ckfiçt^, 
their  rent,  their  taxes^  or -their  ground-rent  j  for  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  there  are  fome  diflriéîs  ^herc 
no  troops  are  quartered,  a^d  whpre  no  garnifsr  has^ 
yet  dared  to  a6t.  But  of  what  import  are  a  few  in-» 
dividtsal  exceptions  in  th^  mi4A  of  this  vaâ:  heap  o^ 
ruins  ?.. 

Nor  do  Ï  deny,  that  by  omitting  to  extend  the  law 
of  the  maximum  to  liting:  cattle,  toany  young  beafia 
cfcaped.the  requi&tions  for  the  arnjies,andwerefaved 
from  flaughter.  '  Nor  am  I  ignorant  that,  rather  than 
accept  the-  paper  whicii:  >yould  have,  been  .paid  for 
thefe  cattle,  a  great  -number  of  the  yeomanry  have 
found  it  anfwer  better  to  keep  them  alive  ;»  and  thaÇ 
in  the  interval  the  fmàll  cattle  have  fo  multiplied^i 
that  only  thofe  fit  for  draught,  or  for  the  plough,  are 
dear  or  fcarce.     It  is  equally  true,  that  during  three 
or  four  years  the  non-payment,  or  rather^  if  you  pleafe, 
the   illufory  payment  of  the  rent  and  taxes,    had 
procured  the  country  places  a  momentary  affluence  \ 
and  that  the  inhabitants  having,  as  it  were,  an  in- 
flinétive  prefentiment  of  the  fate  of  thefe  ideal  me* 
diums,  retained  more  objeâs  of  real  value  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns.     It  is  alfo  true,  that  many 
of  the  latter  have  taken  to  hufbandry  when  manu- 
fadlures  •  were   deftroyed  ;    that  women,    and   even 
children,  have,  in   many   parts,  done  the  work   of 
men  in  the  bufinefs  of  farming  ;  and  that  the  day- 
labourers,  being  better  paid  and  better  fed  than  for-  ' 
merly,  have  performed  their  work  with  more  alacrity. 
It  is  alfo  true,  that  the  moft  bloody  anarchy  cannot 
render  any  country  wholly  fieriL    But  the  depopula- 
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tîon  of  France;  the  dcvaflations  of  war;  the  uni- 
verfardeftrucHiion  of  the  ftuds  of  hgrfes  ;  the  dearnefs 
of  beafts  of  burden,  as  well  as  ^of  iron  and  all  the 
utenfils  of  hufbandry  ;  the  dirainutioij  of  the  quantity 
of  manum;  the  perfecutions  fufFered  by  the  richer 
yeomanry  ;  the  long  decay  of  all  the  buildings  and 
manufadories  relative  to  agriculture;  the  increafe  of 
the  number  of  fmall  farming  landholders;  the  bad 
flate  of  the  roads  ;  the  enormity  of  the  taxes  at  pre- 
fent  laid  on  land  ;  the  exactions  of  the  gamifers  who 
GoUecl  them;  the  coUufions  o(  the  gardes  champêtres i 
the  conflagrations  in  the  departments  of  the  weft, 
where  the  farmers  are  ftill,  perhaps,  petitioning  for 
the  refloratîon  of  their  impkmenis  of  hvjbandry\  the 
fall  in  the  value  of  land  ;  the  high  rate  of  interefl:  ; 
the  low  price  of  produce  ;  the  general  impoveriili^ 
ment  of  the  confumers  in  the  towns  ;  the  annual  re- 
newal of  thofe  primary  aflemblies  which  periodically 
agitate  the  people,  and  take  them  from  their  bufinefs; 
the  quartering  oi  foldiers  ;  their  infolence  in  coiife- 
quence  of  their  vi<5lories  ;  the  new  levies,  by  means  of, 
which  even  their  oîily  Jons  are  taken  away  from  the 
farmers  ;  the  fcarcity  of  hands,  and  of  money,  for 
getting  in  the  harveft  ;  the  increafe  of  wolves,  which 
commit  the  greatefl  ravages  in  mountainous  coun-' 
tries  ;  the  great  number  of  plundering  chauffeurs  and 
of  banditti,  who  fcour  the  plains,  and  exceed  even 
the  wolves  in  ferocity;  and  laftly  and  principally,  the 
confifcation  of  eftates,  and  the  continual  infecurity  of 
thofe  who  have  preferved  theirs  :  all  thefe  evils  united 
have  inflidled  on  the  agriculture  of  France  the  deepeft 
wounds.     It  will  be  long,  very  long,  before  thefe 
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wounds  are  healed  ;  nor  can  they  even  be  palliated, 
but  by  rcfloring  property  to  all  its  ancient  rights  ;  for 
that  alone  can  fertilize  and  enrich  an  empire. 

Yet  if  this  great  act  of  juftice  were  performed  by 
degrees,  and  without  convulfions;  if,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  landholders  were  called  on  to  enjoy  that 
political  weight  and  influence  which  is  their  due,  and 
without  which  they  cannot  have  the  leafl:  fecurity  ; 
if  thefe  landholders  are  yet  worthy  to  have  a  confti- 
tution  which  may,  in  fome  meàfure,  render  them 
bondfmcn  for  each  other's  property  ;  if  they  are  re* 
lieved  of  ihe  greater  part  of  the  enormous  tax  which 
muft,  fooner  or  later,  render  the  country  unfruitful  ; 
this  nation  is  fo  well  difpofed  to  forget  the  paft,  to 
be  heedlefs  with  regard  to  the  prefent,  and  to  indulge 
hopes  for  the  future,  that  all  thefe  injuries  will  not 
excite  in  them  half  fo  much  diicouragement  as  the 
leaft  of  their  iniquities  would  have  produced  in  Eng- 
land. Yes,  I  infift  that  if  property  is  ever  re-eftablilhed 
on  its  proper  bafis,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  to  be- 
hold them  devote  themft  Ives  with  eagernefs  to  agri- 
culture. In  that  objedl  would  the  hands  that  efcape 
the  deftru6lion  of  war,'  or  were  formerly  employed 
in  manufaâories  that  have  been  annihilated,  be  im- 
mediately employed. .  The  finenefs  of  their  climate 
would  co-operate  with  their  exertions,  and  being  re- 
duced by  poverty  to  limit  themfelves  in  their  con- 
fumption,  and  to  forbear  froml  foreign  as  well  as  do- 
mefliic  luxuries,  the  inhabitants  would  by  degrees 
regularly  fupply  themfelves  with  all  their  wants. 
This,  no  doubt,  muft  be  a  work  of  time  ;  but  with 
peace  abroad^  and  order  at  home,  that  period  might 
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arrive  fooncr  than  can  be  expeiSed.  Thus  then  I  do 
not  imagine,  as  Pelet  declared  four  years  fince,  that 
/A^  tree  of  reproduâtio?i  has  been  deftroyed  to  the  very 
Yoot.  This  hyperbole  is  allowable  in  a  Frenchman, 
who  beheld  the  agriculture  of  his  native  country  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide  with  ruins,  and  who  had  in- 
ceflantly  cried  aloud  for  feace  :  but  what  excufe  cai^ 
be  offered  for  the  Diredory,  who,  when  foliciting 
new  fubfidies  for  the  prolongation  of  this  difaftrous 
war,  have  dared  to  affure  the  inhabitants  of  F^rance, 
that  Hciéix  refmrces  are  entire  f 

No,  I  cannot  contain  myfelf  when  I  contemplate 
this  unparalleled  impofture.  And  do  you  dare  flill 
to  tell  your  nation,  that  the  refources  of  France  are 
entire  ?  On  what  objets  can  you  fix  your  eyes  while 
uttering  this  gigantic  falfehood  ?  On  what  objects  ? 
—Ah  !  doubtlefs,  on  thofe  fiandards  drenched  in  hu- 
man gore  which  wave  above  your  heads  in  your  hall 
of  audience,  where  your  miniflers  and  your  warriors 
come  to  drink,  like  you,  of  the  poifon  of  falfe 
glory,  and  -call  it  vicftory.  Oh  !  turn  firom  thofe  de- 
lufive  trophies,  whofe  momentary  triumphs  are  ob- 
fcured  by  the  immenfity  of  the  facrifice  they  have 
coft  your  country  :  Oh  !  tear  away  thofe  fplendid 
veils  to  the  mifery  and  wretchednefs  in  which  you 
have  immerfed  for  a  long  period  of  years  the  gene- 
ration that  is  groaning  under  your  tyraimy  and  op- 
pveflion. 


K   2 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  former  Prqfperby  of  the  French  Coloms,  and  their 
prefent  Defohthn. 

\J¥  all  the  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands  and  their  pro- 
duce, M.  Necker  had  the  heft  opportunity  of  coUeél- 
ing  authentic  documents.  He  declares,  that  the  ba- 
lance of  about  fev.enty  millions  of  livres,  which  the 
French  annually  gained  by  their  trade  with  foreign 
countries,  was  entirely  attributable  to  their  colonial 
commodities,  and  the  falc  of  them  abroad  to  the 
annual  amount  of  feventy  or  feventy-five^  millions  ^  r 
from  which  it  appears,  .that  if  they  had  not  had  fuch 
a  furplus  of  fugars,  coffees, .  and  indigoes,  for  fale, 
in  lieu  of  their  balance  with  foreign  nations,  amount- 

*  The  Abbé  Raynal,  who  wrote  with  moft  authentic  documents 
before  him,  and  who  defcrves  our  confidence  in  all  his  ftatements 
relative  to  thefe  conunodities,  informs  us,  that  in  1775  the  iflands  of 
the  great  archipelago  of  America  produced  annually  as  follows  : 
To  Spain  fifteen  millions  of  livres  ;  to  Denmark  eight  ;  to  Holland 
thirty  ;  to  England  eighty -two  ;  and  to  France  126  ;  fo  that  the  Weft 
India  pofleffions  of  the  latter  were  nearly  as  profitable  as  thofe  of  the 
four  others  together.  On  inveftigating  this  account  ftill  further,  we 
find,  that  at  that  time  St.  Domingo  alone  fupplied  nearly  four  fifths 
of  thefe  126  millions,  or  twelve  millions  more  than  all  the  Englifh 
iflands  together.  On  infpe6ting  the  fubfequent  tables  of  its  produce, 
we  perceive  that  it  had  increafed  by  above  one  third  during  the 
eleven  following  years;  and  that,  in  1786,  it  amounted  to  131 
millions.  The  Abbé  Raynal  had  therefore  fufficient  reafon  to  call 
this  ifland  the  fineft  fettîemçnt  in  the  rre^vwor'U;  and  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  this  colony  alone  was  as  produdive 
to  France  as  the  trade  and  territorial  revenue  of  the  Eaft  Indies  are 
tp  the  Britiih  empire. 
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ing  to  feventy  millljôns  in  their  favour,  it  would  hâvt 
been  four  or  five  millions  againfl:  them*  It  would 
have  been  feventeen  millions  agaiftft  them  according 
to  Echafeériaux  '^^  and  even  thirty,  if  we  may  rdy 
on  the  regifie]^  efieemed  the  moft  çxaâ,  I  mean 
thofe  of  the  year  1787. 

We  may  obfcrve,  that  previous  to  felling  in  Eu* 
rope  the  fugar  they  received  from  the  Antilles,  the 
French  refined  it  themfelves,  and  thus  enjoyed  the 
treble  profit  of  the  planter,  the  carrier,  and  the  re- 
finer. We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  the  vaft  number 
of  fhips  employed  in  this  important  navigation  formed 
a  nurfery  of  feamen  for  that  kingdom,  which  pro- 
cured it  the  fecond  rank  among  maritime  powers. 

Such  were  the  principal  advantages  which  tho 
French  derived  from  their  colonies;  advantages  of 
which  M,  Necker  conjured  them  never  to  lofe  fight ^ 
that. they  might  not  negïeât  that  four  ce  of  frofferiiy  through 
ignorance  of  it's  true  bafis  and  foundations.  It  was  not 
without  reafon  that  he  was  thus  ftrenuous  to  point  them 
out,  for  the  fedl  of  the  ecônomifl:s  were  endeavouring 
to  perfuade  the  nation,  that  the  Jofs  of  thofe  colonies 
would  be  a  gain,  and  that  by  renouncing  them,  and 
direAing  their  attention  exclufively  to  domeftic  agri- 
culture, the  country  would  be  richer,  more  populous, 
and  more  powerful  ;  and  would  fell  to  foreign  nations 
what  they  now  difpofe  of  to  their  colonies,  &c. — 


*  */  Deduft,"  faidhe,  on  the  j6th  June  1706,  "  what  the  colonial 
commodîtiçs  added  tp  your  trade,  and  the  balance  will  no  longer  be 
in  yotir  favour.  Youl:  expoitations  will  then  be  210  millions  againft 
227;  and  therefore  the  lofs  of  your  trade  with  other  nations  is  evidently 
feventeen.  It  is  therefore  a  fir  iking  truth^  that  your  colonial  com* 
modîtîes  alone  procured  you  the  fuperiority  in  your  foreign  trade." 

K^3  - 
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'^  Why  muft  I  dwell  fo  long,"  faîd  M.  Necker,  *'  on 
aflbrtions  fo  lightly  advanced  ?  But  what  would  be 
the  confequence,  if,  by  negleAing  thefe  invaluable 
poffeffions,  or  by  entirely  lofing  them,  France  fhould 
forfeit  the  commercial  balance  in  her  favour,  which 
flie  annually  acquires  by  the  exportation  of  her  colo- 
nial commoditifes  ?  What  would  be  the  confequence 
were  Ihe  obliged  even  to  purchafe  of  foreign  natioris 
that  portion  of  thefe  very  commodities  which  Ihe 
wantîj  for  her  own  confumption  ?  Such  a  revolutioîï 
would  annually  draw  out  of  France  more  money 
.than  is  now  imported  into  it,"  &c. 

This revoluiion^  however,  isarrived ;  and  to  calculate 
its  effeâs,  we  muft  afcertain,  if  poffible,  what  thefe 
rich  farms  cultivated  in  America  by  Africans  pro- 
duced to  their  former  poffeffors  in  Europe*  Although 
Echafeériaux  and  Vaublanc  have  valued  the  total  of 
their  fliipments  to  the  mother  country  at  2.50  millions 
i&f  livres,  this  is  evidently  exaggerated.  The  former 
has  even  indulged  in  a  much  greater  hyperbole,  by 
advancing  that  the  French  difpofed  of  colonial  commo'^ 
dities  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  millions 
in  their  trade  with  foreign  nations  ;  but  he  fof^ot^  no 
doubt,  that  it  was  common  in  France  to  evade  the 
duties  paid  on  Weft  India  produce,  by  declaring 
many  confignments  as  intended  for  re-eccportation^ 
which  were,  in  facl,  confumed  in  the  country.       > 

I  think  I  take  a  fair  medium  in,  eftimating  at  200 
millions  the  average  value  of  the  annual  raw  produce 
ihipped  from  all  the  colonies  to  France  for  a  few 
years  immediately  preceding  the  revolution.  I  add, 
by  way  of  jconjcâ:ure,  that  of  this,  one  half  was  con- 
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(umed  Within  the  country,  and  the  other  half  re- 
exported. This  extends  the  fale  to  thirty-five  millions 
beyond  the  Abbé  Raynal  and  M,  Necker  ;  but  we 
fpeak  here  of  the  years  1786,  1787,  1788,  and  1789, 
in  which  the  trade  of  France  was  mofi  flour tjhing. 

Such'  are^  the  terms  in  which  Arnould  lately  ex- 
prefled  hiiiifclf  *,  and  his  confeffion  is  truly  memo- 
rablCj  becaufe  the  œra  of  the  moft  floiirijhing  trade 
of  which  he  fpeaks  was  precifely  that  when  it  was  at- 
tempted to  perfuade  his  countrymen,  that  they  were 
completely  miferable  and  ill  governed  ;  and  that  to 
be  elevated  to  the  high  dation  to  which  their  powers 
and  their  genius  .gave  them  a  claim,  the  empire  and 
her  colonies  muft  be  adminiftered  on  principles  en- 
tirely new. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  has  been  the  refult  of  the 
adoption  of  thefe  new  principles  ;  and  fince  St.  Do-w 
mingo  alone  contributed  nearly  two  thirds  \  of  the 
magnificent  catalogue  of  the  Weft  Indian  importa- 
tions of  France,  \\^e  fhall  chiefly  confine  ourfelves  to 
that  ifland,  which  Barbé  Marbois  has  reprefented  as 
the  viofi  fiourifhing  colony  that  ever  exified  :  and  he  was 
the  more  worthy  of  credit,  as  he  had  once  been  ad- 

Bstniârator  of  it.     He  fays,  "  that  not  only  its  xt^ 

'  '    ■..'■■ —      '  ■  ■  ^  ■     ■  ■  ■  ■  1 .1  ■  I  ■ *     ■■»■■».».  ^ 

*  In  I1ÎS  Sjifiême  Poétique  et  Maritime  des  Eurtfiens» 
f  la  the  report  delivered  by  Ferrée  on  the  24tli  December  1797 
he  afferted,  "  that  in  1787  the  produce  of  St.  Domingo  amounted 
to  187  millions,  and  in  r790  to  195  millions."  But  it  is  evident, 
he  fpeaks  of  fo  much  currency»  though  he  has  not  the  candour  to 
fay  fo;  for  the  exportations  from  St.  Domingo,  when  in  its  higheft 
fplendour,  have  never  exceeded  130  millions  of  livres  Touruois, 
which  are  equal  to  195  millions  currency.  Thefe  calculations  too 
depend  much  on  the  market  price  of  colonial  commodities^  which 
have  conliderably  increafed  fince  the  periods  when  Uiç  Abbé  Raynal 
and  M.  Necker  wrote. 

K  4. 
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vttiue  was  fufficient  for  all  the  cxpenfes  of  its  go- 
vcmroent,  bat' that  it  furnifhed  a  furplus  faffident 
for  opeîiîiDg  great  roads,  building  bridges,  cànftraâ- 
ing  £^qa4îdu(^:s,  digghig  canals,  bringing  water  from 
great  djfta^«sfnto  thetox^nsydiflnbuting  it  by  means 
of  public  fountains,  opposing  the  fca  by  commodious 
quays,  building  many  ufcfulbdifiGcs,  &c." 

Miferable  remembrances  !•  Almoû  all  thefe  fine, 
monuments  of  French  induilry  have  been  deflroyed 
either  by  their  own  hands  or  by  their  Haves,  to  whom* 
they  font  forth  liberty  like  a  whirlwind  of  defiruc* 
tion  !  But  we  will  leave  to  their  own  l^iilators  the 
mournful  talk  of  writing  this  hiflory,  which  is  at  once 
fo  ihocking  to  humanity,  and  fo  little  known  ! 

On  the  29th  December  1796  Bourdon  faid,  "  The 
genius  of  difcord  has.  hovered  over  the  ifland  of  St. 
Domingo  ever  fince  the  revolutipn.  The  different 
tribea  of  its  inhabitants  have  armed  and  ddlroyed 
each  other  *,"-~Tbe  committee,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  had  ju£t  quoted  fome  of  the  crimes'  which 
accompanied. 'thofe  alternate  malTacres,  They  had 
declared  that  thefe  exceeded  the  powers  of  tniagimtion^ 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  brought  wp^a^ersy  the 
>  ■'    "  ■  ■'       '*"'  *  ■  •  '  ■    ■       ■    " —  '  ■  -■■■*f»'\ 

*  That  deputy  declared  that  this  general  extermitiath»  had  reduced 
the  population  of  the  French  part  of  the  ifland  to  lefs  than  300,000 
.  inhabitants,  or  about  half  its  tprmer  number  ;  an  dlertion  which  no 
one  ever  attempted  to  contradid:  but  foon  after  the  i8th  Fruftidoj^,  a 
deputy  named  La  Vaux  certified,  *'  that,  including  1 19,060  inhabit- 
ants of  the  part  wlych  formerly  belonged  to  Spain,  St.  Domingo 
contains  a  population  of  8oq,ooo." — '^'his  is  doable  the  number  that 
exifted  at  the  time,  pf  the  cepfus  in  1779,  asxjuoted  by  M,  Necker, 
>vhich  only  amounted  to  288,803  in  the  French  part  of  the  iflana,  of 
whom  250,000  were  flaves.  It  is  true,  that  during  the  eleven  fol-^ 
lowing  yi^ars  the  number  of  the  latter  liad  almoil  doubled  in  confe,- 
quence  of  the  importations,   which  amounted  annually  to  about 
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reading  of  which  they  declared  would  make  iheir  hair 
ioftand  M  end.  My  pen  refufes  to  blot  my  page  with 
the  horrid  tale.  They  may  be  found  in  the  Moni- 
teur of  the  13th'  November  1796,  and  wc  may  de- 
rive a  faint  idea  of  them  from  the  following  report  by 
VâuWanc  fome.  months  after  : 

*'  Yes,  the  bright  luminary  that  Tertilizes  the 
idand  of  St.  Domingo,  has  fliotie  upon  lach  horrid 
aÔionS  as  the  mind  is  afraid  to  dwell  on,  and  hurries' 
over  with  prcicipitation.  It  has  beheîd  a  new  fpecies 
of  victims  in  that  moft  interefthig  part  of  the  human  ^ 
race.  It  has  beheld  a  tribe  ^of  mifcreants  who  have 
exhibited  to  mankind  a  crime  which  fo  many  pbilo- 
fophers  believed  impoffible,  that  of  man  drinking  the 
blood  of  mî^ri,  and  devouring  bis  fxefli." 

Such  has  been  the  work  of  thefe  friend's  itythe  ne- 
groesy  thefe  pretended  French  philanthropifts,  who 
preach  up  the  common  happinefs  of  mankind  !  Such 
have  been  the  fatal  confequences  within  the  tropics,  of 
the  declaration  pf  rights^  which  came  like  thunder  to 
'break  the  fetters  of  the  Africans,  and  fuddenly  to 
^âîfe  to  the  extreme  of  political  equality  a  debafed 
caflr,  whom  it  would  even  have  been  difficult  to  pre- 
pare, by  flow  degrees,  for  perfonal  emancipation.  The 
lame  Vaublanc,  while  contemplating  the  tbi^efold 
rmpoffibility  of  either  cancelling  that  fatal  charter, 
of  explaining  it  to  them,  or  pf  bringing  them  back 
to  fubordination  and  to  labour,  exclaimed,  "  We 
have  deftroyed  our  colonies  by  vain,  metaphyfical  dif- 
quifitions,  and  rendered  thofe  who  eiiltivated  them 
ftill  miore  miferable  than  they  were  before.  In  faSly 
we  ho  longer  j^offe/s  them  ;    and  humanity,  weeping 
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humanity,  rejeâs  with  indignation, the  infenfate  ho* 
xnage  we  have  offered  her.  The  lofs  of  the  colonies 
cxpofes  us  to  the  neceffity  of  annually  paying  to  the 
reft  of  Europe  that  tribute  which  we  ourfelves  re- 
ceived before  the  revolution.  We  mttft  neceffarily  either 
adopt  the  manners  of  the  Spartans^  or  judder  at  our 
frefent  fittiatmu'' 

On  the  3ifl  May  1797,  Admiral  Villarct  ikid, 
*'  Our  trade,  our  navy,  and  our  finances,  are  united 
by  every  poffible  tie  with  the  exiflencc  and  profperity 
of  our  colonies.  It  is  the  devaftators  and  execu- 
tioners of  thefe  that  have  ruined  the  50,000  families 
who  are  flarvîng  for  want  of  work  in  our  principal 
ports.  'Tis  they  that  have  robbed  our  mariners  of 
thofe  means  of  infîrudion  wliich  rendered  them  the 
rivals  and,  fhe  conquerors  of  the  Englifti  failors. 
*Tis  they  that  have  exhaufted  the  channels  by  which 
life  and  riches  flowed  in  immenfe  abundance  ir\to 
Nantes,  Bourdeaux,  Rouen,  Havre,  and  L'Orient,  and 
thence  circulated  through  all  the  veins  of  internal  com- 
munication. Refledl  on  the  innumerable  advantages 
we  derived  from  the  colonies  :  refledl  that  within  the 
laft  feventy  years  they  have  almofl  doubled  our  fpecie 
— and  can  we  be  furprifed  at  this,  when  the  annual 
imports  and  exports  of  their  produce  amounted  to 
160  millions?  The  mother  country  annually  exported 
to  them  commodities  to  the  amount  of  feventy-eight 
millions^  forty  millions  of  which  confifted  of  manu- 
fadlures*.     The   ijland  of  St.  Domingo  produced  to 

*  Befides  thefe  forty  millions  in  the  maniifa<5hires  of  France,  the 
colonies  annually  took  wines  and  brandies  to  the  amount  of  fix  or 
fevtn  millions,  and  flour  to  nearly  the  fame  value.  The  Fell  of  their 
iftiportatioxis  was  the  produce  of  the  continent  of  America.. 
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France  more  than  any  four  of  her  Jiftejl  fettléments.--^ 
Should  the  genius  of  finance  multiply  rcftraints  and 
prphibitions  at  will,  fliould  it  levy  indireSi  taxes  to 
any  amount,  and  aflefs  the  very  air  that  a  free  nation 
breathe,  ho\^  can  it  fill  up  fo  vaft  a  blank?  or  how 
replace  fuch  important  refources  ?  Yet  never  were  rc- 
fources  fo  needful.     Do  not  deceive  yourfelves.    The 

THRONE  OP  LIBERTY   18   EXPENSIVE.      Let  US  bcwarC 

of  imagining  w^  may  dilpenfe  with  our  colonies. 
Their  produce  is  abfolutely  nccefiTary  to  our  finances, 
and  their  commodities  are  become  oijeéis  offirfi  necef 
fity.  While  we  had  colonies,  it  was  with  the  fuper- 
liuity  of  our  produce  and  manufaftuçes  that  we  paid 
for  their  commodities.  But  now  we  pay  to  the  nations 
of  Europe  the  tribute  they  formerly  brought  to  Us.  It  is^ 
with  our  gold  that  we  purchafe  the  produce  of  the 
Englifh  colonies.  Thus  do  we  at  once'  imppverifli 
ourfelves  and  enrich  our  enemies.  Prohibitions  would 
be  ufeleifs,  for  avarice  eludes  every  barrier.  Have 
you  calculated  how  '  many  years  we  Jhall  be  able  to  bear 
this  confiant  draining  of  ourffecieV^  '  . 

Nor  is  it  perhaps  an  unimportant  rcpiark,  that  the 

As  Admiral  Vîllaret  fpoke  from  the  regifter  of  the  cuftom-houfes 
in  the  colonies»  and  as  a  great  deal  of  contraband  trade  was  therccar- 
ned  on,  we  have  every  reafon  to  believe  their  importations  amounted 
to  above  feventy-eight  millions.  To  form  a  juft  idea  of  this  we  muft 
add,  firil,  the  value  of  the  merchaudife  e:^portedtp  Africa,  as  the.  price  of 
the 20  or  25,000  negroes  annually  imported  into  the  colonies;  and, 
:idlr,  the  fijms  remitted  to  the  iflanas  by  the  minifter  of  marine,  for  Che 
expenfes  of  the  civil  and  military  eflablifhments.  By  comparing  thefc 
three  circ*imftances,  -  we  may  prefume  tliat  during  the  five  years  that 
preceded  the  revolution,  t/ie  net  income  of  the  planters,  whether  inha- 
biting the  iflands  or  refining  in  Europe,  amounted  to  about  one  hundred 
l»iUions,  after  defraying  the  expenfes  of  cultivation,  the  maintenance 
of  the  negroes,  ^nd  th.at  of  the  white  agents  employed,  in  iriinnagîng 
tlieir  eftates.  •. 
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économifts,  obferving  the  calamities  fufFered  by  the 
colonies^  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  per- 
fuade  their  cotintrymen,  that  it  was  a  "uery  trifling  oh- 
je3  to  France  to  recover  the  fugar  ijlands.  Such  is  the 
poittion  which  Di^pont  attempted  to  fupport,  and  k 
has  been  already  flated,  that  this  wag^  onie  of  the  fa^ 
Tourite.  dogmas  of  liis  feet*  It  is  true;  that  to  avoid 
being  accufed  of  recurring  to  '  this  as  a  confequence 
of  his  own  particular  fyftem,  he  was  very  careful  to 
add,  that  it  was  inconliftent  with  their  new  principles 
of  liberty  to  cultivate  them.  But  it  is  fliH  more  re- 
markable, that  the  majority  of  the  French  writers, 
who  had  adopted  this  doelrine  at  a  time  wbea*  the 
iflands  were  in  their  higheft  fplendour  and  profperity, 
rejected  it  with  indignation  when  they  had  loft  tbera, 
and  from  the  time  when  Dupont  proved  that  it  was  no 
longer  in  their  power  to  retake  them  :  and  while  the 
wits  of  Paris  endeavoured  to  filence  bin!  by  that  cele- 
brated vcrfe^  which  the  prefent  war  will  render  more 
and  more  worthy  to  be  quoted  :  . 

.  Le. trident  de  Neptune  eft  le  fceptre  du  monde. 
Great  Neptune's  trident  rules  the  fuhje^  'u^orîd. 

Men  of  fenfe  replied  to  his  arguments,  that  with- 
out colonies  there  would  be  no  merchants*  fhips,  and 
•without  merchants'  fhips  there  would  be  na  marine: 
and  Barbe  Marbois  inceffaiitly  proclaimed/  that  if 
France  fliould  îofe  both  tkefe,  ihe  miift  renounce  all 
her  influence  in  the  affairs,  pf  Europe,  and  flnk  into 
a  power  of  the  fécond  order  ^ 

Thus  did  that  nation  begin  to  open  their  eyes  to 
ihe  importance  of  their  colonies  after  they  were  loft  : 

S     . 
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thus  was  the  piôure  of  their  deftruâion.  gradually 
unfolded  in  that  fenate,  which  had  fome  time  before 
iffued  the  decree  that  lighted  up  the  conflagration  of 
deflruétioninthe  edifice  of  colonial  proiperity.  What 
ftill  more  horrid  details  Ihould  we  not  have  had  to 
tranfcribe,  if  the  principal  reports  on.  the  colonial  af* 
fairs  had  not  been  read  in  fecret  committees  f  Hence 
the  particulars  here  related  could  only  be  collefted 
from  the  debates  which  almoft  immediately  preceded 
the  1 8th  Fruâidor;  but  no  fooner  was  that  conteft 
decided,  than  jlhe  vidtorious  party  feemed  to  be  alarmed 
at  the  publicity  of  thefe  debates  ;  and  whether  to 
quiet  their  colleagues,  or  to  affeft  to  be  themfelves 
free  from  uneafinefs,  Borgnes,  who  was  one  of  the 
devaftatops  of  St.  Domingo,  aflured  them  that  this 
publicity  would  give  England  a  moft  powerful  blow. 
She  tremhledy  faid  he,  with  fear  from  the  day  when  fhe 
learned  that  you  were  about  to  tear  away  the  veil  which 
co7icealed  from  your  eyes  the  true  ft  ate  of  the  colonies. 

He  evidently  alluded  to  that  menace  fo  frequently 
repeated  at  Paris,  tliat  fhe  emancipation  of  the  negroes 
being  a  proclarngtiofi  of  liberty  to  all  the  Jlaves  in  thù 
Antilles^  the  fubverfion  of  all^the  EngliiTi  fettlementa 
would  produce  a  full  compenfation  to  France.  As 
yet,  however,  mofl  of  them  have  but  the  more  rapidly 
advanced  in  the  career  of  profperity.  The  wifdom 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  in  lieu  of  at  once  confti* 
tuting  their  negroes  a  political  and  civil  order  of  men, 
has  deemed  it  wifer  to  meliorate  the  condition  of 
their  flaves,  by  gradually  introducing  impediments 
to  new'  importations,  and  thus  accelerating  the 
2era,  when  without  ruining  the  planters,  who  have 
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brought  tîie  iflands  into  their  prefent  flourifliing  date, 
they  may  for  ever  prohibit  this  odious  trafRc  in  human- 
flefh.  W  ere  there  any  Englifhman  anxious  to  preci- 
pitate this  defirable  event  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
Haves,  let  him  reflc6l  on  the  following  confeffion  of 
Creuzé  Latouche,  one  of  the  wildeft  of  the  adven- 
turers,  to  whom  the  French  nation  have  delegated 
the  right  of  trying  new  Icgifïàtîve  experiments — *'  If 
you  would  defire  a  conclufive  example  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  choofing  proper  opportunities  for  our  meafures, 
you  will  find  it  in  the  calamitous  and  bloody  hiflory  , 
of  one  of  the  moft  important  of  our  colonics.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  injuftice  of  their  former 
ftate  was  Ihocking  and  unpardonable,  both  with  re- 
gard to  the  laws,  and  the  men  who  lived  under  them  : 
but  a  propofition  too  abruptly  adopted,  although  in- 
conteftably  founded  in  the  moft  facred  principles  of 
juflicc,  has  produced  the  moft  dreadful  confequences. 
It  muft  ever  be  lamented,  that  on  thedifeuffion  of  Ihis 
important  queftion,  crimes  and  folly  borrowed  the  ar- 
guments of  the  keent&/e?i/ibiJity,  and  leaving  probity 
and  wifdom  to  bear  the  odium  of  oppofition,  publicly 
aflumed  the  praife  of  tlje , moft  heroic  difintereftednefa 
and  the  moft  intrepid  virtue.  We  have  fince  felt 
what  humanity  has  fuiFered  from  this  zeal,  which, 
whether  Jincere  or  fal/è,  was  certainly  blind,  axïd  fatal, . 
not  only  to  the  interefts  of  mankind  at  large,  but  even 
to  its  own.'' 

Thus  did  this  Jacobin*  fpeak  even  within  a  week 
^  ■— ■  I ..  ,1  II    ,.  I  , .11 .  i^ t  ■  if  »  »  I  »  ■  »     ■■--...    -  ^  ■        I. 

*  He  had  been  anticipated  by  Vaublanc,  who  drew  a  pi6lure  of 
the  dreadful  confequences  of  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  :  for 
his  firft  care  on  taking  his  feat  in  the  legiflative  body,  vvfas  to  infomv 
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of  the  vîâory  of  the  i8th  Frudlidor,  in  which  he 
-took  fo  diflinguilhed  a  part,  and  till  then  na  deputy 
of  that  party  had  ventiired  to  fupport  the  Direétoiy, 
Yet  at  that  jundture  they  had  the  effrontery  to  write  to 
4he  two  Councils,  that  in  all  their  orders  to  their 
agents  in  the  colonies,  they  had  prèferved  their  adhe- 
rence to  PRINCIPLE,  and  a  great  kesvect  fof- j>roj>ertj^ 
The  fame  party,    however,    defended    thefe   agents 

them  that  the  flaves  were  every  where  abandoning  agriculture  :  "  Thdr 
cry,"  faid  he,  "  is,  that  the  Jet  I  belongs  to  them^  and  that  they  wiU 
m  longer  permit  a  Jingle  itihite  man  to  exifi  there.  While  they  fwear 
the  moft  ferocious  hatred  againft  the  whites,  that  is,  againft  the  true 
Frenchmen,  they  are  waging  a  cruel  war  among  themfelves.  Alter- 
nately tyrants  and  the  viftims  of  tyranny,  they  outrage  the  fir^  feel- 
ings of  human  nature,  and  renouncing  the  fofteft  î&djons  of  the 
heart,  fell  their  own  children  to  the  Enghjh.^'* 

This  difcovery,that  the  negroes,  when  they  became  French  citizens^ 
fold  their  own  children^  was  the  anfwer  by  which  this- orator  refolved 
the  queftion  he  had  fet  out  by  afking — Are  the  negroes  happier  thau 
brfore  f . 

But  Vaublanc  himfelf  had  been  alfo  anticipated  by  General  Ro- 
chambeau,  who,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  St.  Domingo,  wrote  in  the 
following  terms  to  the  minifter  of  the  marine:  **  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
foretell  that  after  having  given  liberty  to  the  blacks,  and  put  arms  ia 
their  hands,  we  Jliall  be  obliged  to  make  war  on  thein  io  bring  them 
back  io  agriculture.  There  is  no  liberty  in  this  ijland  but  for  Afm 
can  commanders  and  créoles,  who  difpofe ,  of  the  reft  of  the  fpecies 
like  heafts  of  burden,^* 

The  five  men  who  at  this  day  govern  France,  well  know  that  this 
is  the  natural  difpofition  of  all  thofe  who  fuddenly  arrive  at  the  pof- 
feffîon  of  power,  or  of  flaves  who  become  mailers. 

Detenus  nihil  eft  humili,  dum  furgit  in  altum  : 
CunAa  ferit  dunrt  cunâa  timet,  defsevit  in  omnes, 
Ut  fe  poffe  credant.    Nee  bellua  tetrior  ulla 
Qiiam  fervi  rabies,  in  libera  terga  furentis. 

Claud.  f«  34or.  iRi^ 

The  above  difpatch  was  the  caufeof  General  Rochambeau's  being 
recalled  and  difgraccd.  He  was  fucceeded  by  African  generals,  whom 
the  minifter  Truguet  congratulated  on  thetr  fuccefs.  The  Saturnalia 
of  St.  Domingo  ftill  contmue,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Paris,  which  they 
pven  exceed  iu  horror  and  barbarity. 
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after  the  1 8  th  FrucSlidor,  and  feemcd  entirely  to  ere-» 
dit  the  official  difpatch  of  one  of  them  named  Rai- 
mond,  who  wrote  from  St.  Domingo  to  the  minifters^ 
that — ^^  if  they  would  obtain  30,000  mules  from  the 
Spanifh  government  in  that  ifland,  with  the  happy  dif- 
fojuion  then  prevailing ^  that  colony  would,  in  lefsthan 
fix  years^  hecome  more  flourijhing  than  ever.** 

It  was  the  more  important  that  this^fhould  be  be- 
lieved, as  the  t)ire6lory  had  formed  à  refolution  ia 
fubjec!^  the  colonies  to  the  fame  taxes  as  the  mother 
country,  and  as  their  partifans  propofed  to  eflablifh  a 
land-tax  there:  an  idea  which  till  then  had  not  been 
adopted  by  any  one,  not  even  by  the  ecdnomifis 
themfelves. 

This  novel  idea  was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the 
Deputy  Borgnes,  on  whofe  account  Sonthonax,  the 
commiflary  of  the  Direélory,  of  whom  we  fhall  often 
have  occafion  to  (peak  in  the  following  pages,  had 
created  the  place  at  St.  Domingo  of  Superintendant  and 
Controller-general  of  the  Finances.  This  fame  con- 
troller general,  in  a  printed  memoir,  boafted  of  being 
called  the  Marat  of  the  Antilles^  and,  turning  to  ad- 
vantage  the  fifcal  knowledge  he  had  there  acquired, 
fully  fatisfied  his  colleagues  by  faying  at  his  return — 
"  I  am  juft  arrived  from  the  colonies.  Their'  prefent 
planters  will  never  confidcr  themfelves  as  Frenchmen, 
as  republicans,  or  as  recognifed  by  you  as  children 
of  the  fame  country,  unlefs  they  pay  taxes.  They 
will  not  confider  liberty  as  perfe6lly  eftabliflied  till 
they  ihare  the  burdens  of  the  ftate.  They  retain  for 
themfelves  a  fourth'  of  the  raw  produce  of  the  plant- 
ations they  cultivate  as  farmers  of  the  nation.    On 
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this  part  of  the  produce  they  will  pay  the  tax  wifh 

EJchafleriaux  alone  had  the  courage  to  expofe  thefb 
new  împofturès,  and  brave  the  refentnaent  of  the  pi- 
redtory  by  founding  the  tocfin  of  alarm  againft  thefe 
extortions.     ^*  Oppreflfed  Sicily/'  faid  hè,  *^  will  for 
ever  cry  aloud  for  vengeance  againft  the  government 
of  Rome.     We  do  not  wifh  our  colonies  to  offer  ^ 
limilar  fcandal  to  mankind,  or  that  the  agents  of  oqr 
colonies,  free  from  every  reftraint,  fhould  be  tempted 
to  become  the  imitators  of  Ferres ^  and  of  all  the  pro- 
confuls,  w  hofe  tyranny  and  rapine  have  rendered  them 
infamous  for  ever.     During  the  courfe  of  the  revolu- 
tion every  thing  has  been  in  diforder  and  confufion, 
every  thing  has  been  arbitrary.     The  public  revenue 
feems  to  have  been  a  mine  which  every  one  thought 
he  had  a  right  freely  to  work,  and  theexpenfes  of  the 
colonies  were  the  tub  of  the  Danaids.     It  is  neceffary 
to  recover  every  branch  of  the  public  revenue  from 
the  tleûoy  into  which  it  has  fallen,  or  pur  colonies 
will  become  a  burden  to  us.  The  tranfported  inhabitants 
and  the  refugees  form  a  clafs  of  men,  concerning 
whom   you    muft   pronounce  fome  decifion.     The 
former,   removed  to  the  colony  in  confequence   of 
the*^  dangers  which  their  prefence  excited,  and  fome- 
times  by  arbitrary  mcafures  ;   the  latter,  forced  from 
their  homes  by  the  di*ead  of  the  events  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  St.  Domingo,  expeft  their  future  deftipy  from 
our  laws.     The  colonies  cannot  be  well  adRiimiftercd, 
nor  enjoy  the  leaft  tranquillity,  till  the  legiflature  has 
definitively  determined  with  regard  to  the  emigrants, 
the  tranfported  perfons y  and  i\\Q  refugees  from  beyond fea* 
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ît  was  à  kind  of  magîc,  which  in  the  laws  of  Lycur- 
gus  held  one  half  of  the  people  for  feveral  centuries 
inflaverjrto  the  other;  and  the  fame  injuftice  has, 
for  an  interval  of  3000  years,  ever  caUèd  aloud  for 
vengeance^ 

Bat  the  unheard-of  cruelties  committed  under  the 
ferocious  adminiftration  of  Sonthonax  at  St.  Do- 
mingo,'ftill  call  a  thoufand  times  more  loudly  for 
vengeance  than  the  laws  of  Sparta.  This  neW  Verres, 
not  contented  with  crucifying  French  citizens*,  or 
permitting  them  to  be  crucified,  difcovered  a  no  lefs 
expeditious  mean  of  plundering  en  majfe  thofe 
planters  whom  he  dared  not  /end  to  execution,  or 
whom  his  perfecutions  had  not  forced  to  emigrate» 
He  tranfported  them  in  large  numbers  zs/ii/peSle J ^er- 
/oris  to  France,  arid  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Sonthonax  at  the  fame  time  threatened  with  a  fimt- 
lar  fate,  thofe  of  the  planters  who  Ihould  Jpeak  againft 
general  liberty.  This  was  one  of  thofe  orders  vyhich 
the  conftitutional  government  determined  to  be  ^o«- 
formaUe  to  the  coriftitution^  and  in  which  they  had  fo- 
lemnly  recognifed  its  principles^  as  well  as  a  great  ;v- 
fpeB  for  perfons  and  property.  But  let  us  tranfcribe 
the  energetic  denunciation  of  criminality  of  which 
Vaublanc  accufed  this  proconful  : 

*•  In  a  letter  înfertcd  in  the  public  prints,  Sontho- 
nax declared  himfelf  clothed  with  the  diÙatqrfhipy  and 
did  not  hefitate  to  aflert  that  he  had  urdimit€d  powers. 
In  this  capacity  he  levied  taxes,  received  immenfe 
fums,  and  rendered  no  accounts.     He  outlawed  pub- 

*•  See  tbe  Moniteur  oï  the  3d  November  1 796, 
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lie  fundîonarîcs  and  men  eleôed  by  the  people,  and 
prohibited  giving  them  refuge,  under  pain  of  being 
deemed  their  accomplices.  His  extreme  audacity 
even  became  his  fecurity  ;  his  accufers  were  thrown 
into  prifon  ;  and  he  was  fent  back  to  St.  Domingp 
really  clothed  with  the  diSlatorial  purple.  He  there 
enaiSled  the  moft  atrocious  laws  againft  the  mere  ex- 
prefRon  of  men's  thoughts,  and  ordered  the  eflates 
of  all  planters  who  had  gone  into  neutral  countries 
to  be  confifcated,  not  even  excepting  thofe  who  went 
with  commifBons  from  himfelf,"  &c. 

But  it  is  neceflary  to  defcribe^how  Sonthonax  fuc- 
ceeded  in  being  a  fécond  time  invefted  with  di6la- 
torial  authority,  and  obtaining  unlimited  powers.  This 
he  accomplifhed  by  promifing  to  thofe  who  figned 
them,  that  the  fale  of.  the  plantations  to  be  fequef- 
tered  would  produce  immenfe  fums.  In  this  refpe6l, 
at  leait,  the  Diredlory  were  fo  much  his  dupes,  that 
they  announced  officially  that  it  would  produce 
two  milliards,  and  the  Councils  were  flill  in  full  ex- 
pe6lation  of  this  rich  prey,  wl^en  Barbé  Marboîs  . 
announced,  that  no  purchafers  had  offered,  not  even 
among  the  negroes.  This  information  was  the  more 
mortifying  to  the  Directory,  as  that  body  had  obtained 
authority  to  fell  to  the  latter,  in  fmall  lots,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  abfentce  whites,  in  order,  faid  they,  to 
overcome  the  innate  Jloth  of  mofi  of  the  Hacks  :  for  y 
added  they  when  foliciting  this  power,  if  we  Jtudy 
the  human  heart ,  we  Jhall ,  learn  that  h$  who  has  pro* 
perty  of  his  own  is  ahvays  more  intimately  attached  to  his 
country  than  he  who  has  none. 
-  Thus  did  this  plundering  government  only  recur 
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to  this  falùtary  maxim,  to  cûablifli  means  of  tranf^ 
ferring  the  property  poflefled  by  the  whites  to  the 
blacks,  who  had  never  poffefied  any  thing.  It  was 
to  overcome  the  innate  Jloth  of  the  latter,  '  and  render 
them  more  intimately  attached  to  their  country,  that 
the  new  governors  of  France  propofed  to  plunder 
without  mercy  thofe  planters  whofc  induftry  had  made 
St.  Domingo  the  moji  fiourijhing  âolony  that  ever  exiftedl 

No  fooner  was  Sonthonax  convinced  that  no  one 
chofe  to  purchafe  thefe  fequeftered  eftates,  than  he 
immediately  let  them  to  negroes,  to  whom  'he  pro- 
mifed  07ie  fourth  of* the  raw  produce,  retaining  the 
remainder  for  the  nation. 

Hence  we  liiay  conceive,  the  immenfe  intereft  the 
pire<5lory  had  in  defending  his  extortions.  In  this  they 
fucceeded  for  a'  tiîne  by  oftentatioufly  Comparing  the 
large  fums  expended  at  St.  Domingo  by  England, 
with  their  own  extreme  economy.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  this  economy  muft  have  appeared  very  great, 
*fince  they  boafted  of  having  only  paid  150,000  livres 
(about  6000  pounds  fterling)  into  the  hands  of  their 
agents  for  the  Leeward  Iflands,  and  of  having  remitted 
iherh,  nothing  Jince  their  departure.  Ought  wc  then  to 
be  furprifed  that  they  were  obliged  to  fupply  the  place 
of  their  remittances,  either  by  ordering  piratical  ev 
peditions  againft  the  trade  of  a  neutral  nation,,  who 
was  the  friend  and  ally  *  of  France,  or  by  feizing  on 
the  property  even  of  French  republicans  ! 

*  This  is  evidently  what  Sontlionax  alluded  to  in  his  apology, 
where  he  fays,  **  Among  the  numerous  caufes  which  brought  about 
the  reftoration  of  §t.  Domingo,  1  ought,  above  all,  to  mendon  the 
privateers.  The  gulf  of  Mexico  has  been  covered  with  light  vefiels, 
carrying  from  two  to  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  wliich  have  plundered 
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But  let  us  inquire  what  became  of  thefe  republi- 
'cans,  thus  plundered  and  tranfported  without  even  the 
form  of  a  trial.  As  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
accufe  them  of  royalifra,  or  to  have  ranked  them  in 
the  clafs  of  emigrants^  the  major  part  having  either  beeii 
fent  to  France,  or  come  thither  at  their  own  expenfe 
to  place  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  the  republic, 
it  was  thought  but  jufl:  to  promife  them  in  return  an 
alimentary  penlion  of  a  few  fous  per  day  for  their 
maintenance.  'Yet  this  promife  was  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  all  thofe  which  had  preceded,  and 
only  added  infult  to  injury,  'by  a  pretended  cha- 
rity from  a  government,  which  had  forcibly  taken  the 
eflatps  of  the  planters  into  its  own  hands.  One  of 
,  thefe  planters,  who  was  mentioned  by  name  in  the 
debates,  poiTeffcd  an  eftate  which  was  let  for  30,000 
livres  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic,  and  from  whom 
the  penfion  promifed  him  till  his  property  fhould  be 
reftored  was  withheld. 

Yet  the  Direâory,  who  have  thus  plundered  thefe 
s  unfortunate  men  without  remorfc,  are  inceflaatly  re- 
proaching the  inhabitants  of  the  other  iflands,  and 
particularly   of   Martinique,    as  criminal  in  having 

and  almoft  deftroyed  the  trade  of^  England.^^ — But  as  fome  of  his 
iiearers  did  not  underlland  that  by  this  phrafe  he  meant  the  American 
trade,  Villers  took  upon  himfelf  to  explain,  and  aflced  whether  the 
Directory  were  not  founded  in  htUevlng  that  the  American  fliips  which 
covered  the  feas  were  EngliJJi  veflels  in  difguifc  f 

A  few  weeks  after,  another  reporter,  Couzard,  appeared  at  the  tri- 
bune, and  anfwcred  the  quellion  of  Villers  in  thefe  words  :  "  One 
faél  is  certain,  Àt  ieaft  feven  eighths  of  the  fliips  taken  by  our  pri-  ' 
vateers,  and  confifcated  for  their  beneft:,  have  been  captured  under 
jieatral  colours,  and  with  neutral  papers  ^nd  clearances,  Oif  all  thefe 
veffels  taken  and  confifcated  under 'neutral  colours  and  neutral  papers, 
wrne^  or  fcarcely  any,  were  really  EngUJIi  :  they  were  all  really  neu- 
tral," &c.— This  report  was  delivered  on  the  3 1  ft  Auguft  ,1 798. 
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placed  themfelves  under  the  proteûion  of  England  *. 
The  latter  may  judge  of  the  fate  that  threatened  them 
by  that  of  the  planters,  who  have  perfifled  în  their 
fidelity  to  the  Grea^  Nation,  and  to  whom  that  nation 
has  affigned  the  hofpitals  at  Bourdeaux  for  an  afylum. 
The  following  is  the  petition  which  thefe  unfortunate 
men  addreflcd  to  the  legiflative  body  on  the  30th 
November  1795  :  "  By  what  fatality  are  we  fiill  de- 
tained in  a  country  where  we  are  perifliing  with  famine 
and  with  cold  ?  Why  are  we  refufed  the  liberty  of 
going  to  cultivate  our  eftates  ?  Citizens  legiflators, 
you  are  the  friends  of  the  blacks  ;  but  are  you  not 
.alfo  the  friends  of  your  own  country,  and  the  friends 
of  humanity  ?  Deign,  then,  to  be  the  friends  of  the 
ivhites.  Caft  an  eye  of  compaflion  on  your  wretched 
colonies.  Let  the  unfortunate  créoles,  who  are  heaped 
together  in  the  hofpitals  without  fire,  or  food,  or 
clothes,  and  who  live  in  the  equality  of  the  tomh^  at 
length  attract  your  notice,''  &c. 

This  appeal  to  their  compaflion  produced  no  efFedl 
on  the  two  Councils,  who  perfifled  in  turning  away 
their  eyes  from  this  outrage.  It  \yas  committed  on 
republicans;  it  was  committed  under  the  cloak  of 
the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  ;  jt  was  com- 
mitted in  the  year  v.  of  French  liberty  !  Thus  were  the 
firft  year§  of  that  conflitution  fignalized,  which  its 
authors  reprefentcd  as  ap  inexhaujiible  fource  of  happi- 


*  It  is  fcarcely  conceivable  how  Barras  could  join  in  this  reproach  : 
he  who,  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  fupreme  magiftracy,  had  fufferec! 
the  following  confeffion  to  efcape  him — "  France  has  done  every 
thing  that  could  niiu  her  colonies,  and  tiie  planters  every  thing  that 
could  fave  them.  It  is  furprifing  that  a  fingle  individual  Ihould 
continue  his  fidelity,'* 
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rie/sy  from  which  thofe  e^ellent  /octal  inftituthns  were  ' 
to  arife  which  will  give  a  new  character  to  the 
minds  of  modern  nations ^  and  as  an  edifice  which  will 
foon  captivate  the  admiration  atid  the  gratitude  even 
of  thofe  who  were  too  long  infenfible  to  Jts  wifdom,  its 
moderation^  and  its  flrength. 

AU  thefè  common  place  panegyrics,  which  La- 
marque,  as  prefident  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
dred, employed  in  giving  the  thanks  of  the  Aflembly 
to  the  mepbers  who  vrere  taking  leave,  did  not  impofe 
on  the  unfullied  minority,  whom  the  people  had 
placed  in  the  Councils.  One  of  the  firft  objeâs  of 
their  care  was  to  demand  of  the  Directory  the  recall 
of  Sonthonax,  who  thus  a  fécond  time  ravaged  St. 
Domingo  with  impunity.  They  took  a  flill  more  ef- 
fedlual  flap  in  obtaining  a  decree  which  did  them 
more  honour  than  any  of  thofe'  they  pafled  during 
the  four  months  they  fat.  In  enadled— "  That  every 
planter  who  could  prove  his  non-emigration  and  his 
refidence  in  France,  or  any  neutral  country,  Ihouldbe 
conveyed  to  St.  Domingo  at  the  expenfe  of  the  re- 
public, 2Lïià  his  property  refiored.'^ 

But  this  illufion  was  of  fhort  duration.  Scarcely 
,  had  the  Jacobin  party  gained  the  upper  hand  before 
they  revoked  the  promife  made  to  the  rangées  from 
leyond  the  fea.  *^  The  prefence  of  a  great  number  of 
them,"  faid  the  reporter  Bordas,  "  would  recall  many 
heart-rending  refleâiions  :  it  would  infallibly  excite  new 
troubles,  in  lieu  of  the  order  and  tranquillity  which 
we  are  panting  to  reftorc  to  thofe  countries." 

Thé  fubfequent  debates  have  not  informed  us  what 
effbds  this  retradtion  hns  produced  on  the  unfortunate 
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créoles,  headed  iog(^[hct  tvithoui^rc,  or  food^  or  clôth^ 
zng^  in  the  hofpitals  of  Bourdeaux;  but  their  diflreû 
muft  certainly  have  arrived  at  a  very  great  height,  fince 
the  view  of  it  induced  a  new  deputy  to  afcend  the 
tribune  on  the  ift  of  April  1798,  to  plead  their  caufe 
in  the  following  terms  : 

"  Many  planters,  now  in  France,  and  proprietors 
of  eftates  let  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic,  are 
feriJJimg'm  mifery,  while  their  property  in  the  Antilles 
is  pouring  immenfe  revenues  into  the  magazines  of 
the.jflatç.  Thefe  refugees  are  the  bejl  and  the  moft 
faithful  of  citizens.  The  republic  owes  them  juflice 
and  proteElion.  It  is  too  powerful  to  ftand  in  need 
of  the  fpoils  of  the  unfortunate  ;  and  were  it  in  want 
of  them,  its  generofity  would  difdain  fuch  refources. 
Its  true  flrength  and  grandeur  confifls  in  the  profpe- 
rity  of  its  children,  in  the  confidence  infpired  by  its 
laws,  in  the  generous  enthufiafm  of  the  citizen,  who 
refleâs  thatt  he  is  a  member  of  a  free  ftate,  where  he 
has  neither  to  fear  the  caprices  of  i7iiquily,  nor  the  via- 
knee  of  arbitrary  power.  1  alk,  whether  it  be  not  indif- 
penfable  tojuftice  that  they  fhould  receive  from  the  na- 
tional treafury  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  their  advahcea 
in  America  ?" 

The  reader  little  fufpedls.  who  this  advocate  was, 
who  again  thus  caufed  the  plaintive  voice  of  the  des- 
titute planters  lo  be  heard.  Will  it  be  believed  that 
the  man  who  thus  invoked  humanity,  and  the  indif- 
penfable  laws  oi  jufiice  to  protêt  them  from  the  ^70- 
lence -of  arbitrary  power  and  the  caprices  of  iniqiiity^ 
was  no  other  than  the  man  of  prey,  who  had  himfelf 
caufed  thefe  pretended  refugees  to  be  tranfported  into 
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France,  and  who  now  calls  them  the  lejl  and  moftfaith* 
ful  of  citizens  ?  It  was  the  Verres  of  the  Antilles  who, 
on  his  return  to  Paris,  was  allowed  to  take  the  place 
of  his  accufers  in  the  fcnate  ;  it  was  Sonthonax  hitn- 
felf,  haftening  to  anticipate  whoever  ihould  be  will- 
ing again  to  denounce  his  crimes,  while  melting  at  the 
fate  of  his  own  vidlims,  he  thus  affumes  the  merit  of 
pleading  their  caufe  !— No  ;  the  fafli  of  the  French 
revolution,  fo  fertile  it;  traits  of  duplicity  and  hypo- 
crify,  do  not  offer  any  fa6t  that  has  excited  fo  much 
dilgufl  and  indignation  irl  my  bread,  whether  on  ac- 
count of  the  name  of  the  orator,  or  the  artifice*  it  dif- 
plays,  and  the  fuccefs  it  obtained,-~His  fpeech  was 
received  with  unmixed  applaufe,  and  not  one  indi- 
vidual among  all  his  colleagues  thought  himfelf  autho- 
rized to  tear  the  maflc  from  his  iniquity  ;  npt  one  of 
his  hearers  dared  indulge  his  indignation  by  crying 
out—  • 

Quis  tulerit  Gracclios  de  fedîtione  qii.erentes  ? 

Si  fur  difplicejil  Verri,  homicida  Miloni  ?  Juvenal. 

This  fcene  of  duplicity  was  completed  by  the  re- 
port he  at  once  folicited  and  dreaded  having  never  been 
made*  ;  and  by  the  continuance  of  that  wretchednefs 
and  famine,  which  flill  deftroy  thefe  vidlims  of  ty- 
ranny, who  are  dragging  on  a  miferable  exiftence  in 
the  equality  of  the  tomh^  while   he   is  revelling  with 


*  Laujac  immediately  rofe  to  reply  that  he  was  propofing  a  new 
diftribution  of  the  fwids  appropriated  to  other  objeéls.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  the- motion  of  Sonthonax  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  finance,  which  was  to  him  the  moft  advantageous  decifion, 
as  he  was  wellaflured  they  would  tiot  be  able  to  find  the  r\ttaki\funih 
for  this  reftitution,  though  in  the  mean  >\hilehe  enjoyed  the  credit  of 
îiai'ing  moved  it. 
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impunity  at  Paris  in  the  wealth,  his  rapine  and  op- 
preffion  have  procured. 

He  has  not,  however,  been  totally  free  from  anxiety 
and<  fohcitude  ;  for  having,  on  his  arrival  in  France, 
infpeâed  the  great  book  of  profcriptions,  of  which  lie 
had  himfelf  filled  fo  many  pages,  he  found  bis  own 
name  written  there  at  full  length.  And  as  there 
would  not  be  wanting  fome  officious  planter  to  af- 
certain  his  identity,  he  would  infallibly  have  been  fen- 
tenced  to  be  fhot  within  four  and  iwentjh  hoursy  had  he 
Bot  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  feat  among  the  reprc- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  who  had  the  precaution  to 
flielter  themfelves  again  ft  the  military  comroiffions  by 
taking  cognizance,  at  their  own  bar,  of  the  infcrip- 
tions  which  might  concern  their  body.  Sonlhonax 
did  not  lofe  a  moment  in  procuring  his  name  to  be 
crafed  from  the  fatal  lift.T-"  Citizens  reprefentatives," 
faid  he,  on  the  14th  July  1798,  "  I  afcend  this  tri- 
bune to  announce  to  you  a  fad  which  perfonally 
cqncerns  myfelf,  and  which  will  doubtlefs  qfiomjhytm 
as  much  as  it  has  me.  I  have  juft  learned  that  my 
name  is  intcribed  in  a  lift  of  emigrants  ;  I  have  exa- 
mined the  identity  of  the  names,  and  find  it  exaât. 
Let  me  alfo  take  this  opportunity  to  compîain  of  the 
crowd  of  lib  els  which  my  enemies  are  inceflantly  cir- 
culating againft  me.  They  purfue  me  with  unexam- 
pled furyT  Here  Sonthonax  was  again  about  to  en- 
ter on  the  eulogy  of  his^own  adminiftration,  and  to 
claim,  as  he  had  done  in  his  former  report,  the  ghry 
due  to  the  rejiorer  of  peace  in  the  Vendée  of  St.  Do^ 
mmgo.  But  the  journal  of  the  debates  informs  us  that 
\iQ  was  interriipted  :  fo  great,  even  among  his  afïbciates. 


(  m  ) 

was  the  horror  excited  by  his  crimes  ;^fo  great  was 
their  indignation-  at  hearing  him  complain  of  the 
iihelso(h\$ene??iies!  However,  he  ontaincd  his  objeâ; 
for  they  immediately  erafed  his  name  from  the  lift  of 
emigrants. 

Another  orator  then  prefented  himfelf  at  the  tri- 
bune, to  call  the  attention  of  the  legiflative  body  to 
the  melancholy  Jltuation  of  the  refugees  and  tranfforted 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies.  ^'  In  France/'  faid  he, 
*^  they  are  deftitute  of  every  thing.  Out  of  twenty- 
five  livres  per  month,  which  the  law  has  granted 
them  as  a  relief,  they  receive  fcarccly  three  or  four 
livres  per  decade  ;  and  there  are  fome  among  them 
to  whom  fifteen,  fixteen,  and  even  eighteen  months 
allowance  are  ftill  due.  Too  long  have  the  wretched 
'  planters  groaned  in  mifcry  ;  too  long  have  they  en- 
dured their  fufierings  in  filence.  Grant,  citizens 
legiflalors,  that  by  your  beneficence  their  hearts  may 
once  more  be  open  to  the  foft  impreffions  of  joy  and 
gratitude." 

This  fpeech,  the  laft  that  has  been  pronounced  in  be- 
half of  the  whites  who  were  expelled  from  the  colonies, 
was  delivered  by  a  black  fenator  named  Mentor,  to 
whom  I  formerly  alluded  when  fpeaking  of  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  oï  General  Pichegru.  The  humanity  of  this 
negro,  who  is  at  this  day  thé  only  advocate  of  the 
\yhites  in  the  fenate  of  the  Great  Nation,  deferves  a 
diftinguiihed  place  in  its  annals. 

I  have  fpoken  the  more  at  large  on  the  fubjed  of 
St.  Domingo,  becaufe  that  ifland  produced  about  two 
thirds  of  all  the  colonial  comniodities  which  were  once 
i^o  abundant  a  fource  of  commerce  ^nd  of  riches  to 
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France.  To  complete  the  pîftùre  of  its  ruin,  only 
one  fa6t  remains  to  be  added.  I  mean,  that  the  fame 
report  in  which  Pcrrce  announced,  that  in  1790  the 
produce  of  St.  Domingo  had  increafed  to  195  mil- 
lions, '  informs  us,  that  i?i  the  year  v.  //  had  heen 
reduced  to  ten  millions  *.  Such  have  been  the  ra- 
vages of  the  revolution  in  tliat  fionrifhing  fettlement, 
\yhich  produced  to  Frame  more  than  four  of  her  finefi 
domefiic  provinces  ! 

Nor  muft  wc  fiippofe  that  her  other  iflands  in  the 
American  archipelago  have  better  efcaped  the  efFeéis  of 
the  revolutionary  florra.  Martinique,  which  alone 
remained  uninjured*  by  its  fury,  owes  that  good  for- 
tune merely  to  the  chance  of  war,  which  has  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  Ènglifhj  as  well  as  St.  Lucia 
and  Tobago. 

i. ,. , , ■  I     .  ■ 1 « — «— — ml — . — : -.    ...  ■ . 

*  This  deputy  added,  "  Let  us  fuppofe  one  fourth  more  for  the 
jear  v  i.  or  tiveîve  mîlîioîts  five  hundred  ihoufand  livres."  Though  this 
fiippnfi^ion  was  certainly  not  very  fàtistadory,  yet  It  would  have 
been  far  from  being  realized,  if,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  vi.  the 
PInglifh  army  had  not  evacuated  the  part  of  the  ifland  cultivated  by 
royalifts,  which  produced  exaélly  three  times  as  much  in  proportion 
as  that  cccupicd  by  emancipated  negroes.  Before  we  add  thefe 
amouiif^  to  thofe  of  which  Pcrree  fpeaks,  we  muft  recolle6l,  that  the 
republican  commandant  who  took  polTeffion  of  that  territory,  being 
a  negro  general,  he  muft  necefiàrily  have  begun  with  the  emancipa- 
tion of  his  brethren^  that  is,  with  taking  them  from  their  induftry  ; 
fo  that  we  may  confider  thefe  diftrifts,  which  till  then  were  un- 
toviched,  as  nearly  crafed  from  the  li(t*of  producftive  lands.  This  too, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,  is  one  of  thofc  conquefts  which  France  will 
hereafter  deplore  j  u^r  thefe  parts  being  in  high  cultivation,  it  would 
have  been  happy  for  her  had  they  continued  till  the  return  of  peace 
under  the  protc6tTon  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  prefent  (late  of  things  it 
is  more  than  doubtful,  -«whether  St.  Domingo  yields  the  tenth  part 
of  the  raw  produce  it  furniflied  before  the  revolution.  This  amount 
fcarcely  enables  the  planters  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  of  England, 
and  the  corn  which  is  flill  brought  to  them  by'thofe  of  the  Ameri- 
cans who  choofe  to  expofe  themfelvcs  to  capture  as  Englijk  veffeh  zj; 
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Guadaloupe,  which  ôill  continues  in  the  pofleffioA 
of  the  French  *^  is  groaning  beneath  the  tyranny  of 
Vidor  Hugues,  who  has  placed  it  under  military  law; 
by  rtieans  of  which  he  has  metambrphofedhalf  his 
negroes  into  foldiers,  and  forces  the  reft  to  work,  not, 
as  formerly,  by  the  lafla,  but  by  military  execution. 
As  to  the  whites,  their  fate  has  been  no  lefs  jicplorable 
than  at  the  Cape  :  of  this  the  following  inftance  was 
mentioned  in  thç  fitting  of  the  29th  May.  1797: — 
*^  Guadaloupe  has  witneffed  the  execution  of  the 
aged  Mahordiers,  a  man  .eighty  years  old,  and  father 
of  eleven  children,  on  the  depofition  of  fome  negroes, 
who  accuâH  him  of  having  fpoken  againft  general 
iiherty"'  ' 

Although  the  French  have  loft  Pondicherry,  and 
all  their  faftories  in  Afia,  they  ftill  retain  two  valuable 
poffeffionsi  in  the  Indian  feas.  Yet  thefe  are  much 
lefs  important,  on  account  of  the  profperity  tKey  have 
acquire^,  than  of  that  of  which  they  v/ere  fufceptible, 
had  the  old  government  continued  in  exiftence. 

In  fpeaking  of  tl?e  Ifles  of  France,  and  of  Bour- 
bon, it  is  impoffible  not  to  admire  the  firmnefs 
with  which  the  inhabitants  have  fo  long  repelled  both 
the  diforganizing  commiflaries  and  the  poifonous  de- 
crees fent  out.by  the  mother  country.  Yet,  to  obtain 
a  pardon  for  not  fufFering  themfelves  to  be  thrown 

*  Much  having  of  late  been  faid  of  Cayenne^  which  thç  Friidi- 
«lorians  have  converted  into  a  kind  of  Botany  Bay  for  non-juring 
priefts,  incorrigible  legiflators,  and  refraôory  Diredors,  ^  it  is  not 
perhaps  fuperfluous  to  add,  tha.t  Guiane  was  the  moft  infignificant 
pf  the  French  colonies  ;  and  that  even  before  it  had  been  ravaged  by 
the  revolution,  or  was  deftined  to  be  the  ultramarine  Baftille^  the 
cxpenfes  incurred  on  account  of  that  fettlement,  in  time  of  peace/ 
were  nearly  equal  to  the  value  of  the  produce  it  yielded  to  the  mo- 
iher  country. 
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into  confufion  by  thefe  decrees,  and  by  rapacious 
proconfuls,  they  were  obliged  to  prefent  the  following 
humble  petition  : — "  Warned  by  the  calamities  of 
Cayenne,  and  the  devaftation  of  St.  Domingo,  wc 
have  been  defirous  to  defend  ourfelves  from  pillage 
and  from  death,  and  to  preferve  to  France  the  only 
two  colonies  which  ihe  retains  in  the  Indian  feas.'* 

To  preferve  themfelves  for.  the  mother  country,  in 
fpite  of  her  folly,  they  have,  been  forced  to  difobey 
the  law  which  ordered  the  immediate  emancipation 
of  all  their  flaves  :  but  they  bound  themfelves,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  diminifli  flavery  by  degrees,  and  to 
prepare  their  negroes  for  the  arrival  of  ajpriod,  when 
engagements  for  a  term  might  be  fubflituted  for  abfo- 
lute  emancipation.  This  folemn  promife  feemed, 
however,  to  fatisfy  \ht  friends  of  the  blacks  in  the  two 
Councils,  till  fix  weeks  after  the  i8th^  Fru6lidor; 
when  Dufay  again  called  for  vengeance  on  the  colo- 
nial aflcmbly  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  which,  faid  he, 
has  raifed  the  flandard  of  revolt,  and  ignominioufly 
driven  out  the  agents  of  the  Executive  Directory.  At 
hearing  the  word  revolt  they  were  on  the  point  of 
pafling  forae  thundering  refolution,  had  not  Echaflc- 
riaux  run  to  the  tribune,  to  remind  his  cpUeagues 
that  it  was  at  the  fire  of  the  pajjtons  difplayed  at  that 
tribune^  that  the  torches  had  been  lighted  which  had  fet 
the  colonies  in  a  blaze^  ;  that  violence  and  exaggeration 
had  deftroyed  every  thing  ;  and  that  they  flood  in  need  of 
gentle  remedies  and  diffajftonate  deliberations  *. 


*  Here,  perhaps,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  fame 
dq)uty  who  endeavoured  thus  to  calm  the  pajprns  which  have  fet 
the  colouies  in  a  blavu^  and  acknowledged  that  the  manumifiion  of 
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This  reproof  only  appeafed  them  for  a  few  days  ; 
Riou  foon  renewed  his  attack,  and  repeated,  that 
thefe  planters  had  withdrawn  their  obedience  from  the 
law  qnd  from  the  conftifution.  The  IJle  of  France^  faid 
he,  has  preferved  its  monarchic  government  !  After  this 
exordium,  it  fhould  feem  he  was  about  to  demand 
fome  exemplary  punilHment;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  fear  of  driving  them  to  delpair,  and  throwing 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli,  and,  above  all, 
the  want  of  the  neceflary  means  of  drforganization, 
induced  him  to  fufFer  the  refentments  of  the  Great 
Nation  to  yield  to  its  impotence.-  Hence  he  fud- 
denly  foftened  his  tone,  and  agreed,  ^*  that  the  fame 
meafures  cannot  he  applied  to  this  colony  as  to  St.  Do- 
mingOj  and  requefted  his  colleagues  to  throw  the  veil  of 
indulgence  and  of  amnefly  over  this  event ^^ 

Although  this  amnefty^  like  that  of  La  Vendée,  will 
only  continue  till  an  opportunity  offers  to  violate  it 
with  impunity,  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  that  of  Bour-r 
bon,  continue  to  belong  to  the  republic.  Both  thefe 
fetllements,  however,  arc  flill  in  their  infancy:  in 
faél,  they  never  exported  much  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  even  coft  two  millions  of  livres  annually  for 
the  expenfes  of  their  governments. 

the  Haves  hsd  converted  thofe  iilands  into  burdenfome poffhJpQm^  has 
btely  publiihed  a:  work,  entitled,  2)^/  Intérêts  des  Puiffanc€s\  in  which 
he  recommends  to  the  French  government  to  make  the  emancipation 
tf  tJ»  blacks  itt  the  Euglijh  tolonies  one  of  the  essential  condi- 
tions ^  a  general  peace  :  and  he  quotes  the  example  of  that  con- 
Sueror,  who  impoied  no  other  condition  on  the  conquered  thaOr 
le  abolition  of  human  facrifices. 
'  This  work  is  recently  publifhed,  and  its  author  paffes  for  the 
moil  moderate  of  the  Fruaidorian  party.  Such  is  Me  rf  the  effential 
conditions^  without  which  this  party  is  not  willing  to  grant  peace  to 
the  £ngli(h  nation  ! 
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To  appreciate,  therefore,  the  immeqfe  amount  of  the 
JoflesfufFercd  by  France,  we  muft  turn  our  eyes  towards 
St.  Domingo.  The  view  we  have  juft  taken  of  the 
facking  of  that  ifland  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that  it 
has  funk  into  a  condition  nearly  fimikr  to  that  which 
precede^  its  cultivation;  and  that  it  will,  require 
almoft  as  Iqng  an  interval  of  time  to.reftore  it  to  its 
former,  profperity,  ^  prigiijally  to  p^Ablilh  th.at  fet- 
tlement.  But  what  nupiefous  difBculties  remain  to 
be  overcome  !  How  can  the  tf ue  proprietors  be 
reftored  to  their  eftates,  on  which  they  would  find 
their  own  flaves  eftabliflied  as  mailers  under  the  name 
oi  farmers  ?  How  would  it  be  poflible  to  bring  back 
thofe  flaves,  not,  I  fay,  to  fervitude,.  but  merely  to 
the  fubordination  of  citizens  ?  Many  people  feem  to 
flatter  themfelves,  that  for  this  a  military  fyftem  of 
government  will  be  fufBcient;  but  what  enormous 
cxpenfes  will  not  the  adminifiration  of  the  iflant} 
cofl:  I  And  fuppofing  the  government  could  find 
means  to  pay  them  *,  of  whom  fliall  the  ruined 
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*  In  the  budget  for  the  year  vir.  7,199,050  livres  were  often ta- 
tîoufly  voted  for  the  colonkil  department  ;  and  the  reporter,  when 
moving  for  that  fiim,  added,  //  is  ivith  pam  ive  perc€ive  thefe  fums 
to  be  far  from  adequate  to  the  ntcejfities  of  that  moji  ititcrefiing  portion 
ff  the  republic. 

It  is  iieedlefs  to  add,  that  the  colonies  will  not  very  fpcedily  lee 
thcfe  feven  millions  any  where  but  in  the  decree.  It  will  not,  how- 
ever, be  amifs  to.  tranfcribc  fome  part  of  this  report,  which  was  dated 
the  23d  Auguft  1798:  *'  Since  the  revolution  the  colonies  have 
been  almoll  entirely  abandoned  to  their  internal  refources  ;  th«  mo- 
ther country  has  afforded  them  very  little  aid.  //  will  be  othemmfe  in 
the  year  vii.  We  muft  neceflarily  remit  to  St.  Domingo  a  confi- 
derable  fum..  It  jcannot  be  concealed  that  great  refources  are  requifite, 
whether  again  to  break  up  the  foil  ^i  that  precious  colony,  or  to 
maintain  there  a  fufficient  force  to  reftrain  the  audacious  entcrjjrifes 
of  its  domeftic  and  foreign  enemies.  So  many  objefts  to  be  accom- 
J»li(hed,  f  much  evil  to  be  repaired^  fo  many  impQ)tant  hopes  to  be  im* 
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planters  of  St.  Domingo  obtain  the  loans  iodtipea* 
fably  neceflary  for  the  cultivation  of  fugv>  and 
for  rebuilding  the  houfes  that  have  bcçn  burned  ? 
And  laAly,  how  can  the  immenfe  blank  in  the  po;» 
pulation  of  this  ifland  be  reftored  ?         . 

Admitting,  however,  that  at  the  return  of  peace 
France  Ihould  obtain  the  reftitution  of  all  her  colo» 
nies  ;  admitting  even  that  it  is  poffible  to  eâablifh 
there  a  government  fuf&cicntly  powerful  to  difarm 
and  fubjugate  the  negroes,  and  bring  them  back  to 
their  labour,  ilill  it  will  appear  impoifible  to  indulge 
a  hope  of  their  yielding,  till  a  very  diûant  period^ 
one  half  the  produce  they  formerly  ihipped  to  the 
mother  country.  And  if,  as  it  appears,  this  half  was 
confumed  by  the  inhabitants  of  France;  if  it  is  true, 
as  Villaret  aflerts,  that  thefè  commodities  are  there 
become  articles  of  firjl  neeeffity,  it  will  be  very  long 
before  they  will  have  any  overplus  to  fell  to  foreign 
nations. 

I  am  not,  however,  of  opinion  with  Vaublanc,  that 
they  will  then  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ajjumng 
the  tmrmers  of  the  Spartans.  It  is  rather  more  pro- 
bable, that  their  poverty  will  deprive  vaft  numbers 
of  the  luxuries  imported  from  the  colonies  ;  and  that, 
by  means  of  thefe  privations,  they  will  at  length  be 
able  to  dilpofe  of  fugars  and  coffees,  to  the  value  of 
fome  millions  of  livres  annually,  to  thoib  of  their 

mediately  realwd^  require  great  refources,  and  thefe  refources  mull 
necefTarily  be  taken  from  the  national  treafury.  The  fame  is  true  of 
the  Ifles  of  France  and  of  Reunion  (Bourbon),  as  well  as  of  our 
fettlenients  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  their  expenfes  mull  be  defrayed, 
as  tliey  "ioere  foirmerlyy  by  the  mother  country,"  3^0. 

In  the  expenfes  of  the  current  year  900,000  livres  itre  promjifei^ 
for  the  alimentary  pcnfioos  of  the  refugees  from  beyond  lea.       ^  ' 
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ïieîglîboiirs  who  arc  in  a  condition  to  pay  for  thefa 
articles.  This  fale,  however,  would  cover  but  a  very 
fmall  part  of  the  enprpious  deficit  in  the  trade  of 
France,  of  which  it  now  remains  to  detail  the  parti- 
culars. How  will  it  be  poffible  wholly  to  remedy  it  ? 
And  if  this  fhould  not  in  fact  take  place,  I  alk,  with 
Admiral  Villaret,  during  how  long  a  courfe  of  years  will 
Jhe  he  able  to  Jiippori  the  confiant  draining  of  her  fpecief 
What  a  contraft  then  'will  the  profperity  of  the 
paft  form  with  the  adverfity  of  the  future  !  In  how 
Ihort  a  period  have  the  revolutionifls  of  France  com- 
pleted this  work  of  univerfal  deftruflrion,  difperfing, 
confounding,  and  annihilating  all  the  elements  of 
future  profperity  and  riches  which  had  accumulated 
every  bleffing  upon  that  country  under  the  happy 
aufpices  of  a  fupreme  magiftrate  ! 
•  '^tiio  this  horrid  pi<5lure  of  national  ruin  and  de-, 
folation,  the  Directory  have  coldly  oppofed  the  af» 
f^rtipn,  that  the  refources  of  France  are  enfirç  / . 
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CHAPTER   V. 

DecUîie  of  the  principal  ManufaSlures  of  France,    Frauds 
.    committed  in  them.     The  Caufe  of  Vfury^  its-  Progrejs 
and  Effeâls.     Rife  in  the  Price  of  Labour. 

Fr  HY  are  our  manufa^ures  in  afituafwn  of  which  we 
have  never  yet  beheld  an  example  ?  was  one*  of  the 
eleven  problems  publicly  propofed  by  the  dircdlorial 
papers  to  all  the  literary  men  of  Paris  ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  anfw^r  of  the  writer  who  apppars  to 
have  been  moflrhafter  of  his  fubje6l  :  *^  The  uianu- 
fadlures  are  in  a  ftate  of  ftagnation,  becaufe  thofe 
who  dirc6led  them  have  been  tormented  and  ruined^ 
and  even  deflroyed  with  cafe-ihot  executions  ;  and  to 
keep  up  thofe  which  flill  fubfift,  Joans  would  be  neceffary^ 
the  intercft  of  which  would  ahforb  the  profits^^ 

Though  of  this  reply  every  word  is  ftri6lly  true, 
yet  it  is  extremely  incomplete.  To  fupply  its  defers, 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  take  a  comparative  view  of  the 
ftate  of  French  manufaclures  before  they  fell  into  the 
ftagnation  complained  of,  and  of  which  the  caufe  \% 
inquired. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive,  without  the  elu- 
cidation afforded  by  M,  Necker's  work,  tl^jit  even 
before  the  revolution  it  was  equally  true  of  the  manu- 
factures and  the  agricultural  produce  of  France,  that 
they  were  unequal  to  paying  for  the  articles  of  con- 
fumption  apd  raw  materials  imported  from  abroad. 
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Of  the  moit  flourifhing  of  all  her  manufaâures, 
that  of  filk,  France  formerly  exported  to  the  value  of 
ninety  millions  of  livres.  But  the  city  of  Lyons, 
which  was  the  principal  feat  of  thefe  manufadlures, 
is  now  no  longer  diftinguifhed  among  the  large  towns 
of  republican  France,  except  for  the  continual  anxieties, 
it  gives  her.  leaders,  and  the  expenfes  it  occafions. 
They  are  totally  unable  to  reprefs  the  numerous  crimes 
that  are  committed  there  ;  and  when  they  dared  to 
complain  of  them  eighteen  months  ago,  C.  Jourdan 
immediately  replied  in  language  which  feemed  to  de- 
fcribe  by  anticipation  the  denouement  of  the  revolu- 
tion :  **  It  cannot  be  concealed,"  faid  he,  "  that 
Lyons  contains  more  thieves  and  malefaftors  than 
any  other  commune.  The  deftru6lion  of  its  manu* 
Jfaélures  is  therealcaufe.  //  is  in  the /qH  of  misery 
that  CRIMES  tnofi  fpontaneoujly  flouriJhC'' 

This  was  a  fufRcient  indication  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  call  Dubois  Crance  to  an  account  for  the  crimes  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Lyons,  and  the  mifery  that  gave 
them  birth  :  for  it  was  he  that  reduced  their  cxtcnfive 
manufaélures  to  aflies,  and  carried  his  ferocious  bar- 
barity even  to  bombard  their  hofpitals.  What  !  fhall 
the  founders  of  the  French  republic,  who  are  them- 
fclves  guilty  of  dcflroying  even  the  afylum  of  the 
unfortunate,  fhall  they  be  furprifed  and  indignant, 
that  the  miferable  inhabitants  who  have  efcaped  the 
ftorm  l^ould  thirft  for  revenge,  or  abandon  themfelves 
to  crimes  *  ?  ' 

*  In  the  fitting  of  the  24th  July  1797,  Mayeuvre  brought  for- 
tvard  new  details,  which  proved  that  the  rrzW/ committed  at  Lyons 
arife  froai  the  miferable  flate  of  the  finances,  which  do  not  admit 
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^  *  A(ûW  months  before,  the  miniftër  Râmcl  had  con- 
vened the  commercial  depirties;  and  announced  to 
thôm,  that  ^tifeful  manufaSlurers  were  about  tofpring  up 
•  m  the  clolfters  which  had  converted  France  into  a  vqfi 
Théhâîs.  He  added^  that  Lyons  was  renewing  its  ma* 
nufaBories  and  repairing  its  horns  ;  and  that  its  import^ 
ant  prodtiSions  would  confole  the  nation  for  the  anxieties 
it  had  occajicned.  Unfortunately,  however,  at  the 
period  when  he  indulged  thefe  flattering  hopes,  the 
Jacobins,  who  were  reunited  around  the  ftandard 
of  Babœuf,  were  preparing  their  famous  mamfefto  of 
equality^  in  which  thèfe  Words  appear:  *'  We  will 
confent  to  any 'thing  rather  than  give  up  equality  ; 
yes,  we  will  fuflfer  every  thing  elfe  to  be  fwept  away, 
if  that  remain.  Perijh  the  arts  them/elves,  if  their 
cultivation  deprives  us  of  true  equality/* 

Juflly  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  this  feft,  and  the 
new  misfortunes  with  which  they  were  threatenedj» 
the  Lyonefe  were  the  firfi  to  give  the  fignal  of  refift* 
ance,  ^nd  indulged  in  fome  excefles  againft  the  fadlion 
of  Babœuf,  which  ftirniflied  the  Dire6lory  with  a 
pretext  to  declare  that  city  in  a  fiate  of  ftege. 

The  efFedls  of  this  meafure  were  foon  apparent 

<    ■*         ^■■ii« < ■ awiiiiii     ■■■■■■■■^    iiiii      II    ■      im>»i| 

of  fupplyiiig  the  police  with  the  neceflkry  funds*  He  reprefented 
the  inhabitants  as  J?i//  lying  among  the/moking  ruins  of  their  houfes  ^nd 
of  their  tnanufaétoriesj  and  the  wrecks  of  their  looms  :  and  a^drefled 
their  deftroyers  in  the  following  terms  :  "  In  what  populous  city  arr 
not  crimes  numerous  ?  And  in  wl)at  commune  can  we  expeîft  to 
find  them  more  frequent  than  at  Lyons,  which  is  covered  with  ruinS 
calculated  to  become  lurking» places  for  thieves  ;  in  that  city,  now 
ilripped  of  the  walls,  which,  before  its  fiege,  prote^ed  it  from  their 
inroads  ;  that  city,  which  has  no  police^  whether  through  the  negli- 
gence of  the  bureau  central^  or  for  want  ^  funds  ;  the  withholding  of 
which  prevents  even  the  lighting  it,  and  favours  crimes  by  its 
obfcurity." 

M  % 
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*^  The  manu&ifturer  takes  his  deferted  loom'  iô 
pieces/'  faid  Mayeuvre,  a  few  days  after;  *^  the  work* 
Ihops  are'dèferted;  trade  is  entirely  fiifpended;.  the 
value  of  money  rifes  ;  bills  on  foreign  parts  are  ift 
gre^t  requeft,  in  confequerice.of.that  prudence  Whîth 
prompts  evçry  man  to  place  his.  fortune  in  fafetyj 
and  all  the  good  citizens  afk  each  other,  whether 
they  ought  not  ^or  ever  to  abandon  a  city  which 
is  perfecuted,  although  tranquil  ;  a  city  which  is  in- 
befiantly  calumniated;  a  city  which,  fince  its^ 'mér 
morahle  mtqftrophe,  has  only^'jfojaght  .to  heal,  b'y  its 
induftry,  thofe  wounds  whieb^rircflillbleeding^Mand 
are  continually  opened  afrcfli'by  pe'rfeeution.'* 

Thefe  lamentation's  evidently •provey  that  fince  theîr 
memorable  catailrophe  the  Lyoilefe  had  again ,  fct 
many  of  their  looms  to  work^  .  So  pbwérfully  and  fo 
obftinately  do  the  habits  of  indutlry  and  the  force  of 
civilization  ftruggle  'in  an  .active  nation,  where.tbc 
arts  have  once  been  cheriflicd,  againft  the  attempts 
of  a  barbarous  government  to  deftroy  them  !  So  often 
xnufl:  the  blows  of  the  latter  be  repealed  before  thçy 
can  put  a  flop  to  the  exertions  erf  Jnd-ufiry!  Notwith- 
ftanding;  the  new  perfecutions  this  city  has  expe- 
rienced, its  inhabitants  fiill  continuato  manufactura 
filk  flockings,  gauzes,  taffetas,  and  ribands  ;  of.whicl]^ 
no  doubt,  a  very  moderate  qliantity  will  fu'ffice-  for 
the  home  confumptton  of  thofe  clafles  who  can  flifl 
afford  thefe  luxuries.  Yet  thoiAgh  the  moft  import- 
ant manufaélories  of  Lyons^  thofe.  of  velvets,  bro- 
cades, and  fatins,  and,  in  a  word,  all  thofe  which 
demand  cxtehfive  capitals,  arc,  perhaps,  for  ever 
abandoned,  it  would  be  unjufl  to  confider  the  revor 
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lutîôn  tind  îtà^  authors  as.the  foie  caufe  ôf  theîr  feUj 
for  at  thé-  period  when  Duboife  Grancé  waa  ordered  to 
rafc  thcfe  manufaâcwries  to  the  ground,  they  were 
already  evidently  in  their  decline,  merely  in  confe* 
quenceiof  muflins  having  fupplanted  the  ufe.of  filk 
throughout  Europe. 

Lyons  is  at  this  very  Wmç:  in  ti  Jiate  of  fiege^  and 
herricheft  mànufaélures  only  exift  in  the  memdry  of 
thofe  who  but  yefterday  went  there  to  adoiire  that 
wonderful  difplay  of  French  induilry  and  activity ♦ 
And  will  it  be  believed,  that  when  it  was  no.  longer 
poffible  to  conceal  that  this  work  of  deflxudtion  wa$ 
completed,  a  leading  man  in  the  legiflature  -e^dea^ 
voured  to, make  his  colleagues  believe  that  the  Englifli 
government  was  the  real  caufe^of ,  thefe  evils  !  "  It$ 
deftruâive  hand,"  faid  he,  "  has  broken  in  pieces  th.^ 
ilourilhing  looms  of  Lyons,  as  it  has  draped  to  th$ 
IcafFold,  or  io  prifon,  under  the  flighteft  prete:gls^ 
all  the  heads  of  our  national  manufaflories,  and  thoib 
jof  the  manufaâories  of  Kouen,  of  Sedan^-  of  SL 
Quentin,  of  Cambray.  From  this  tribune  let  the  tocûa 
be  founded  againft  the  eternal  enemies  ,oî  France/*, 

Thus fpoke  Jean  Debry  on  the  2  ifl:  December :i 797  5 
and  this  language,  perhaps,  was  necejQary  to  prepare 
the  public  mind  for  the  meflage  of  the  loth  Februaiy 
following,  when  the  Diredlory  applied  foy  two  mil- 
lions of  livres  to  diflribute  among  the  maxrnfa6ture:irs> 
of  Lyons,  and  the  principal  towns  of  the  republic  ; 
which,  faid  they,  are  in  a  fiate  of  ftagnaivon  truly 
alarming^  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  towns  are,  how* 
ever,  too  well  aware  of  the  value  of  fuch  promifes  to 
place  any  reliance  in  their  fulfilment»    But  what  can 
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bè  îmare  inftraâtv^  thm.to  behoU  tbe  prefentgo*» 
veriHiieffiit  tti<i6  reduced  to  giye  diaiâfy  to  tinofe  verjr 
iûhâbitants  b(f  hyom,  who^  utatder  tb&  txionardiyy 
p&id  immenle  fums  into  the  royal  treaTury^  and 
rendered  the  whole  world  tributary  to  France  ? . 

I  have  fpoken  the  more  fully  of  thefe  maimfaiSlures; 
not  only  becaufe  they  hold  the  ûr&  rank  in  France, 
but  beeaufe  thofe  travellers  who  ieem  the  moft  capti- 
vated wilti  the  new  order  of  things^  thenafelves  declare^ 
tbat,  €^e^Jôm^  of  the  articles  made  at  Lyons ^  the  manu^ 
fà&Uft^4^f  France  are  revery  where  in  a  Jtate  of  de^ 
freffimyfromwhkh  fhers  is  tw  hope  of  their  recovering^. 
{^mfottûnately,  ûii%  hope  ^f  recovery ^  ^Yàchfomeoi 
Ac  jnànuÉa(9:urerô  of  Lyons  cherifhed  two  years  fince, 
feeiris  'to  be  Jèvery  day  more  remote,  fince  that  dty 
n^VfO^'t^ikMà  even  to  export  its: iilkraw^^  and  is  no 
lôngér'^ifl[«âèd of  handjs^  ^rca^ûtals,  or çiachinerjr» 
fe^^MT^rtisg  it  into  manufaâures.  Before  the  revo- 
futi^n^ -France  annually  pwcfaafed  raw  ûlk  from  fo>- 
lid^  Tsfkimm  to  the  ^amount  of  about  twenty*  {even 
ttitllènsi  'and  having  worked  it  up  together  with  her 
ownV-<^9^tted  a  pait;  àâer  having  increafed  its  value 
ti?<»ttiree4iaiô*  its  original  pric^;  bUt  now  Ihe  is 
forcedrjciandeilineiy  to  fell  her  own  filk  to  the  manu- 
faâuœrs  of  Berlin  ^. 


*  ^è»>B^$étiis  Jjer  Parlsy  by  J-LMMTeyer.  »^T.he  manufaftures 
o/  Fr^cc^"  ^Ws-  this  learned  German,  "  refensble  the  rmns  of  a 
tAagnificent  building,  of  w'hich  tid  foundation  has  given  tvay.*' 
.  t  ScRvliifi  Mooiteur  of  the  i2$)i  gçpteoibcr  17^,  Noi.  356,  çan- 
taining  a  toter  fropi  Lyons,  in  which  the  trade  Oif  that  city  ioudly 
rèmonteïes  againft  a  permiîfîon  granted  to  the  citizens  Levemie 
jittd Co.  tf»ejfpQFt  ^000  quintals  of  raw  iilk.'  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  cpmplainaats  do  not  even  allege,  that  any  of  thepi  have  fuffi- 
<^ieflt^  capitals  either  to  purchafe  or  manufacture  thefe  ûiks.    They 
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As.  ïîîk*  manufa6l^^e3  farmed  a  more  cenfidcrahle 
portiott'of  the  anDWîEil  è]sportations  of  France  than  ail 
hjcr  other  manafaâureB  together,  it  is  iniportant  to 
obferyç,  that  Nanleis^  Toum,  and  Orleans,  which, 
next  t<>  J^yons,  were  the  rooft  conlîdcrable  feats  of 
thefe  manufad^res,  have  equally  fqjSered,  and  ate 
repreiented  a$  havixig.  Jbpen  totally  annihilate  under 
the  reign  ofterron  The  deftrudlipn  of  thofe  of 
Avignov»  fince  that  unfortunate  province  has  been  fub- 
jed  to  Fraixis  isi  well  knawn.  Even  the  little  town  of 
Bçdouin*  has  belietd  its  mm^rousftlk  manùfaSories  coa^- 
figned  to  a  general  ùanftagratioh  *,  as  a  punifliment 
for  having  fuiFered.a  tree  of  lil^erty  to  be  cut  down. 
This,  it  will  be  iâid^  was  the  acl  of  Rabefpierre:  be 
it  fo.  But  let  us  examine  the  conduâ  of  .the  prefent 
gove^npient  toward^  tliofe  manufaâurers  of  Bedouia 
who  (urvived  this  sienD^orable  cataftrophe.  Goupilleau 
informs  jUS,  that  *^  in  lieu  of  receiving  any  relief» 
they  haw  only  experienced  a  continued  feries  of  miA 
fortunes.'*  He  adds,  that  ^  to  force  them  to  pay  the 
arrears  of  their  taxes,  gernifers,  have  been  eftablifhed 

.  infift  folely  on  the  very  lânguifliing  ftate  of  their  manufaâlories^  and^ 
the  real  excellence  which  tlieif  articles  derive  from  the  rmxture  of  the 
flk  if  France  with  that  rf  Piedmont,  All  this  is  extremely  poifible, 
yet  I  cannot  difcover  how  the  îanguijhing  ftate  of  their  manu faftu  res 
can  be  an  additional  motive  to  complete  thé  ruin  of  agriculture  by 
condemning  the  planters  of  mulberry-trees  to  let  their  produce  rot 
in  their  warehoules,  left  the  admixture  of  French  raw  filk  flioul(i 
give  a  real  excellence  to  foreign  manufactures. 

*  Dubois  Dubay,  in  a  report  of  the  loth  July  1798,  exprefled 
himfelf  as  follows  :  '*  Every  one  knows,"  fàîd  he,  "^that  during  the 
reign  of  terror  all  the  hmtfes  and  the  numerous  Jilk  manufaHories  of  that 
unfortunate  commune  wçre  cruelly  and  unin^cifully  configned  tp 
a  general  conflagiation \  that  the  fields  were  condemned  to  ffcrilit)^ 
all  the  inhabtitants  profcribed,  and  thofe  who  were  poflelTed  of  pro- 
perty dragged  to  the  fcafFold,  or  thrown  into  prifon.'* 
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among  them,  in  the  caverns  they  have  dug^  aftét  haVlng 
fcfcaped  from  death  and  from  the  flames,  although 
they  want  the  mbft  îndîfpenfabfe  neceflaries  of  life  *.'^ 

This  trait  of  fifcal  tyranny,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  vi.  fliows  with  what  fidelity  the  Dîrçélory  keep 
their  folemn  promife  to  the  French  nation,  not  to 
fwgleci  any  thing  that  could  contribute  to  their  frofperity  ; 
and  it  ihows  in  what  manner  they  endeavour  to  repair 
at  home  what  they  dare  to  call  the  fury  of  Vandalifm  ; 
—as  if  the  Vandals  had  ever,  like  the  Jacobins,  de- 
firoyed  merely  for  the  pleafur^  of  deftroying  ! 

It  is  no  lefs  remarkable,  that  at  the  time  when  the 
revolutionary  government  had»  been  at  fo  great  aii 
expenfe  to  rafè  Lyons  to  the  ground,  and  to  burn 
Bédouin,  it  had  incurred  facrifices  of  corifiderablè 
4nagnitude  to  f)referve  the  manufaélure  of  the  Go- 
îbelins  at  Paris,  that  of  La  Savonnerie,  ând^  that  of 
JSévres.  Nor  was  it  without  reafon  that  they  took 
thefe  fleps;  ifor  thefe  eftablifhments  had  evidently 
'contributed  to  difplay  the  tafte  of  the  French  artifts. 
-Barbe  Marbois  acknowledge!^,  that  thefe  celebrated 
works  would  !ong  fmce  have  ceafed  to  exi/i,  had  they 
jQot  been  aided  by  the  munificence  of  the  adminifi ra- 
tion ;  and. he  advifed  them  to  continue  this  protedtion 

^  *  On  the  9th  Augufl  1 798  it  was  agreed  to  withdraw  thefe  gar- 
ni/ers^ and  pais  to  the  account  of  profit  and  lofs^  the  arrears  of  rhe 
laxes  of  Bédouin.  This  fignal  favour,  however,  was  hot  granted 
till  Goupilleau  had  addreffed  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  in  tlic 
following  apoftrophe:  "  Do  you  reflect,  that  when  the  260  youths 
from  this  commune,  who  have  fo  often  triumphed  over  the  kings 
of  Europe,  return  from  thofe  viélories,  they  will  find  their  native 
fpot  reduced  to  a  heap  of  aflies,  their  fathers  in  the  grave,  and  the 
furrounding  plains  condemned  to  permanent  fterility  ?"  • 
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in  the  fame  report  'wherein  he  fo  flrongly  recom- 
mended, the  ftrideft  attention  to  economy.  But  the 
funds  then  promifed  to  them  h^ve  evidently  been 
diverted  for  the  expenfes  of  the  wat,  lince  Portier  has 
announced,  a  year  after,  that  for  »  eight  months  the 
manufaélurers  of  the  Gobelins  hav^  not  received  any 
part  of  .their  falaries  ;  and  that  thqfe  unfortunate  ni^n 
were  nearly  Carving  to,  death  *#  This  object  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who  were  to  prefent  a  report 
nmthin  three  days^  \^hich  as  th^y  did  not  do,  it  is  to 
be. feared  thefe  fuperb  royal  eftablilhmcnts  will  foon 
be  annihilated. 

Jt  is  aflerted^  that  Sedan,  Louviers,  Elbeuf,  Car- 
caflbnne,  and  Abbeville,  have  preferved  a  part  of 
their  manufactories  of  fine  cloth  ;  and  that,  with  the 
afliftance  of  thofe  which  are  made  in  the  conquered 
provinces,  France  may  flill  fupply  her  own  con- 
furaption  of , light  cloths.  Were  this  aflertion  as  true 
as  it  is  doubtful,  we  muft  not  forget  that  fhe  is  in- 
debted to  Spain  for  the  fine  wool  employed  in  thofe 
manufactures.  She  ought,  above  all  things,  to  endea- 
vour to  reflore  her  coarfe  woollen  and  linen  manu- 
factures ;  and  thofe  of  Rouen,  which,  before  the  re- 
volution, nearly  equalled  the  Englilh  in  carding, 
Ipinning,    and    manufadluring    cotton.      Such   are 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  12th  February  1798,  and  the  report 
of  Dauberrnefnil  In  that  of  the  30th  September  following,  wherein 
he  demanded  thefacrifice  of  j[So,ooo  livres,  as  Indypenfally  neceflary 
to  revive  the  activity  of  the  Gobelins.  This  laft  report  ftates,  "  that 
the  produce  of  tliis  ,nianufa<flure  has  as  yet  bee«  employed  in  fit- 
ting up  the  palaces  of  the  legiflative  body  and  of  the  DireAory;  that 
fome  luits  of  hangings  have  been  given  as  prejaits  ;  and  that  a  fmall 
number  have  been  fold  at  a  time  of  diftrefs,  to  relieve  the  neceffities 
of  the  cftaWifliment  itfelf," 
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the  manufaâ'ures  which  are  truly  invaluahJe,  'though 
much  lefs  fo  for  the  export  trade,  which  is  but  a 
fecondary  obje<Sl,  than  on  account  of  the  home  con* 
fumption^  the  aétivity  of  which  is  a  true  barometer 
of  the  profperity  of  nations. 

This  brings  me  to  fpeak  of  the  manufacSlories  for 
printing  cottons^  onVhiGh  the  old  government  placed 
fo  high  a  value,  that  it  made  confiderable  facrifices  to 
entice  workmen ''from  Switzerland  into  Alface.  It 
would,  perhaps,  havje  been  better  to  have  at  firft  ap- 
plied to  the  increafë  of  the  quantity  of  cottons  ma- 
nufadlured,  by  improving  and  multiplying  the  ipih- 
ning  machines.  Though  France  imported  from  the 
Indies  and  from  Switzerland  the  major  part  of  her 
cottons,  yet  ihe  manufadlured  a  confiderable  quantity 
at  home  before  the  revolution.  But  Males,  having 
difcovered  that  her  rivals  how  fupply  almofl:  the 
whole  of  her  confumption,  moved,  on  the  13th 
January  1797,  that  this  branch  of  trade  ihould  be 
prohibited,  in  order  to  force  them  to.  make  peace. 
I atn  uMoilUngj  faid  he,  that  our fpecie  Jhould  pafs'into 
fheir  hands  ;  for  this  is  the  price  of  ^eace.  In  fnaf^ 
every  ecu  which  is  carried  out  of  France  ajfftfts  England 
in  paying  the  affajjtns  who  are  armed  againji  us» 

Fortunately  for  the  cotton-printers  of  France,  Jo- 
hannot^appeafed  this  impetuofity,  by  informing  the 
Council,  that  the  manufactories  of  Alface  and  the 
Low  Countries  would  be  wholly  annihilated,  if  the 
importation  and  confumption  of  unprinted  India 
goods,  with  which  they  were  furnilhed  by  the  Englifh, 
were  prohibited.  *•  li  h  a  faâî^''  faid  he,  ^^  that  our 
printers  cannot  procure  more  than  100,000  pieces  of 
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IVench  manufaûute.  Hence  they  would  experience 
a  deficit  of  400,000  pieces  per  annum^  which  would 
ruin  our  manufaélures  and  our  trade,  and  paralyfc 
the  induftry  of  the  country." 

Johannot  was  the  more  worthy  of  credit  with  regard 
to  this  fadl,  as  he  was  hinifelf  proprietor  of  confi- 
derable  printing-works  in  Alface.  Thus  did  a  regard 
for  the  manufa6tares  of  France  overconie  their  hatred 
towards  England,  and,  in  lieu  of  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  India  goods,  they  were  fubjeded  to  a 
duty  of  feventy-five  livres  per  quintal. 

This  duty,  however  fmall  its  amount,  having  givea 
rife  to  a  contraband  tradfe,  it  has  been  propofed,  a 
year  after  its  inftitution,  to  diminilh  it.  But  Dent2;eU 
caufed  this  motion  to  be  rejefted,  and  flated  *'  two 
great  inconveniences:  firft,  that  of  infringing  the 
law  which  prohibited  Englilh  merchandife  ;  and  fc- 
condly,  that  it  facilitated  the  introduâîon  of  articles 
which,  by  their  competition,  would  neceflarily  prove 
injurious  tp  the  induflry  of  France/'  This  orator, 
added,  that  France  only  prints  600,000  pieces  in  a 
year  ;  and  that  to  reduce  the  duty  on  their  importa- 
tion,  would  be  to  ruin  the  manufaâures  of  Rouen 
and  all  the  ipmning-miUs.  He  concluded  with  fome 
anathemas  again^  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company, 
which  inundates  all  Europe  with  merchandife  torn  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  Ganges^  for  'very  inr 
conf  derable  prices* 

One  of  his  colleagues,  however,  immediately  re- 
plied with  great  propriety,  **  that  with  the  beft  in- 
tentions poffible  he  had  fallen  iirto  an  error  ;  for  by 
Xhxx^  pumfhing  ihQ  Engli^,  he  would  reduce  40,009 


(   m  ) 

manufacSlurcrs  of  the  incorporated  countries  to  mi- 
fery,  and  would  deprive  the  revenue  of  a  million  of 
livres  a  year." 

The  duty  having  continued  at  feventy-five  livres  *, 
the  Englifh  faâors  have  alfo  continued  to  inundate 
the  republic  with  ordinary  India  goods,  which  France 
can  hcrfelf  no  longer  tear  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Vanks  of  the  Ganges  for  very  inconjiderable  prices^  be- 
caufe  fhe  has  been  driven  out  of  all  her  fettlements 
in  Afia,  If,  therefore,  500,00a  pieces  of  goods  are 
entered  at  her  cuftoni-houfes,  it  is  very  probable, 
that  an  equal  number  are  imported  in  contraband  ; 
cfpecially  if  we  include  muflins  and  callicoes  manu- 
fadlured  or  printed  in  Switzerland.  No  doubt  the 
blow  lately  liruck  by  the  French  at  the  indufîry  of 
that  country  will  confiderably  diminifh  the  brarfch  of 
importation  here  fpoken  of;  but  this  will  ultimately 
operate  only  as  an  additional  premium  in  favour  of 
'the  goods  of  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  and 
the  manufactures  of  Manchcfter. 

\Vc  may  conclude  the  fubjeél  of  the  manufaâure 
and  printing  of  coarfe  calicoes  with  the  following 


*  -No  pieces  are  admitted  that  do  not  weigh  two  pounds  ten 
ounces  ;  the  refl  are  deemed  tnuflim^  and  can  only  be  imported  ia 
contraband. 

The  price  of  the  admitted  cottons  is,  in  London,  from  20/.  to 
70X.  the  piece,  and  their  average,  at  the  loweft,  muft  amount  to 
thirty  livres  Tournois,  at  which  rate  the  400,000  or  500,000  pieces 
required  by  France  will  amount  to  fifteen  millions  of  livres  (fix  miU 
lions  flerling  f  ).  But  if  we  add  the  fine  goods  or  muflins  which  are 
imported  contraband,  and  thofe  maniifaSuredand  printed  in  Switr 
zerland,,  »ther«  is  every  reafou  to  believe  this  branch  of  importatioa 
alone  amounts  to  near  forty  millions  (fifteen  millions  fterling)  an- 
niialiy*  Jt  was  fiill  more  confiderable  formerly, .  and  weuld  bef(^ 
pow  if  the  confumers  were  lefs  impoveriflied. 

■  t  Sep  note  on  the  value  of  livres  in  Chap.  VII, 
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extraél  from  the  report  of  a  fpecial  commîflîon,  of 
which  BôuUay  Patay  was  the  chairman,  delivered  ou 
the  28th  December  1798:  "  Your  committee,  ha4 
they  judged  it  neceflfary,  might  have  proved  by  a 
pretty  accurate  ftatement  the  annual  deficiency  in  thia 
branch  ;  arifing,  on  the  one  hand,  from  the  fcarcity 
of  employment,  and  on  the  other  from  the  difficulty 
of  felling.  The  quantity  produced  by  our  manu- 
faflories,  comparatively  with  their  former  Itate,  i3  in 
the  decreafing  ratio  of  four  to  one;  or  25,000  yardç 
are  now  made  where  ipo,ooQ  were  formerly  manu-* 
facSlured,  Nor  do  wç  now  fee  any  kind  of  rivalflflp, 
or  competition  in  this  bf^uçh  of  trade.  The  chances 
are  entirely  againfl  Erànqe  ;  and  your  authority,  if 
manifefled  by  a  wife  though  fevere  law,  fince  fuch  a 
law  is  called  for  by  the  imperious  circumûances  of  the 
cafe,  may  re-eflablifh  the  equilibrium  which  is  at 
once  fo  needful  and  fo  anxioufly  defired.  Were  tlic 
^uty  col  levied  at  the  barriers  fix  times  as  heavy  as  it 
is,  however  juflly  it  might  be  deemed  exorbitant, 
the  balance  would  not  bç  eflablifhed  between  the 
manufa<^urers  of  France  and  thofe  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. We  cqnfider  it  as  certain,  tl^at  goods  imported 
at  a  great  expenfe  from  foreign  parts  are  re-exported 
to  be  printed;  and  that  they  are  afterwards  again 
brought  in  to  be  fold  under  the  eves  of  our  manu- 
fadlurers  themfe^ves/' 

The  more  fully  to  prove  the  decline  of  all  the  other 
manufa<ftures  that  have  efcaped  the  dcftroying  daemon 
of  the  revolution,  and  to  complete  the  ftatement  of 
the  particulars  which  are  ftill  concealed,  let  us  refer 
tp  the  report  prcfeuted  on  the.  1 8th  March  1798,  by 
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a  ipecîal  committee  appointed  to  make  a  report  on  the 
«cccffity  of  immediately  rewcftablifhing  the  leajs. 
Thcfe  were  a  kind  of  féal,  which,  under  the  old  go- 
Vernment^  was  put  to  moft  piece-goods  manuiaélared 
within  the  kingdom,  to  prove  that  they  were  of  the 
width,. lengfh,  and  quality  required.  Thtfe/eals  had, 
till  then,  faved  the  buyers  the  neceffity  of  examining 
their  goods,  which  were  ufually  fold  without  breaking 
bulk  (fotis  eorde).  But  the  fe6l  of  the  economifis, 
who,  as  early  as  1779,  had  procured  fomc  manu- 
factures to  be  freed  from  this  law,  caufed  all  thefe 
jD&rks  to  be  fupprelled  in  179 1,  as  an  abfurd  reftraint 
on  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade.  "  The  refulty* 
fays  the  Chairman  Laporte,  "  is  as  follows  : — fince 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  leads,  the  Rouen  i  cottons  are. 
only  an  ell  and  Awide;  thofe  of  |  only  ^;  thofe  off 
only  I  ;  thofe  of  i  only  |,  &c.  The  fame  frauds  take 
place  in  the  cambrics  made  at  St«  Quentin,  Valen- 
ciennes, and  Cambray.  In  lieu  of  a  national  feal, 
the  manufafturer  now  annexes  to  goods  of  a  low 
quality  the  mark  of  a  houfe  who  only  make  fine 
goods.  The  confumer  finding  himfelf  thus  impofed 
on,  determines  in  future  to  fupply  himfelf  elfewhere. — 
The  merchants  of  foreign  countries  abandon  manu* 
fadtures  which  offer  no  guaranty  againft  impofition.r— 
The  ci-  devant  Brittany  makes  linens  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  Spaniih  fettlements  :  thefe  manufadures,  which 
were  once  very  carefuUy^attended  to,  had  acquired 
fO'  extenfive  a  name,  that  they  exported  annually  to 
the  valpe  of  more  than  fcven  millions  of  livres.  The 
Jvfteni  of  indéfinie  liberty  has  caufed  this  important 
trade  to  decline.     The  n^aiiufadlurers  too  eagerly 
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jadopted  it;  and  the  hope  of  fuccefsful  competitîoîi  led 
them  to  make  their  goods  cheaper,  and  confequently 
Worfe.     This  defertion  of  principle  has  induced  the 
Spaniards,  whofe  repeated  complaints  were  flighted, 
to  purchafe  of  the  Silefians.    France  has  lofi  this  im^ 
tnmfe  branch  of  trade.     We  may  form  fome  judgment 
of  its  importance,  when  it  is  kpown  that  the  mere 
wages  for  manufafturing  furnifhed  a  fubfiftence  to 
above  100,000  individuals  of  all  ages  and  both  fexes. 
Carcaflbnne  was  in  pofleffion  of  a  trade  to  the  Levant, 
for  almoft  the  whole  of  the  cloths  made  in  that 
commune;   but  the  manufaftnrers  have  by  degrees 
lowered  the  quality  of  their  cloths,  by  making  them 
without  method  and  difcrimination.     From  that  pe- 
riod we  may  date  the  decline  of  one  of  the  moil  im- 
portant branches  of  foreign  comtnerce  enjoyed  by 
France.     The  Englifh  are  now  in  poljeffion  of  it, 
and  we  are  reduced  to  glean  after  them.     Previous  to 
the  year  1779  the  cloth  trade  was  fo  flourifhing,  that 
we  exported  to  the  amount  of  thirty-three  millions; 
but  Ixnce  the  fyftem  of  unlimited  liberty  has  pre- 
vailed, thefe  exportations  have  been  reduced  to  eleven 
millions  *.    The  fame  want  of  faith  took  place  in  ihe 
iilk  trade  of  Lyons,  and  in  thofe  goods  in  which  gold 
and  filvcr  were  ufed.     In  confequence  of  thefe  frauds 
our  manufadures  have  fallen  into  difcredit  in  the 
Levant,  and  the  republic  has  loji  a  valuable  branch  of 
commerce,'* 


*  The  time  here  fpokcn  of  was  ten  years  before  the  revolution; 
at  which,  period,  and  not  in  confequence  of  this  fy/tem,  the  exporta- 
tion of  light  woollen  cloths  was  reduced  from  thirty-three  to  elevea 
millions. 

N 
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It  fs  an  important  fkél,  that  nonc'of  the  mand* 
faâiurers  whom  this  reporter  accufed  have  made  the 
Icaft  attempt  to  refute  the  fads  he  fiâtes  j'  and  the 
public  would  have  been  deprived  of  all  thefe  con- 
férions, which  are  equally  imprudent  and  inftrudlive, 
had  they  not  been  neceffary  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
motion  to  re-eflablifti  the  feals,  by  making  it  the  in- 
ilrument  of  a  tax-  Yet,  although  this  was  unani- 
moufly  reje6ted  as  the  worji  of  faxes ^  the  report  flill 
exifts,  and  it  deferved  to  be  tranfcribed  at  length,; 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  thejuftconclulions  drawn 
by  the  reporter,  as  of  the  fafts  it  contains  ;  for  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  leads^  to  which  he  exclulively  at- 
tributes the  decline  of  the  French  manufaélures,  is 
but  one  of  its  mofl:  inconliderable  caufes._  Laporte 
was,  perhaps,  intentionally  filent  on  the  three  great 
obftacles,  which  will,  for  a  long  while,  impede  the 
revival  of  the  manufa<Slures  of  France  ;  namely,  the 
exceffive  rife  in  the  intereft  of  money — that  of  the 
price  of  labour — and  the  decay  of  the  roads  and  ca- 
nais  ;  which,  as  Echafleriaux  has  well  expreffed,  are 
the  feet  and  the  wings  of  commerce  '^\ 

The  firft  of  thefe  obftacles  dclerves  full  învéftiga- 
tion.  But  before  we  trace  the  origin  and  efFedts  of 
ufury,  we  ought  to  flate  the  facSls  which  prove  that 


*  This  decay  has  rendered  the  conveyance  of  goods  conûderably 
flovrer,  dearer,  and  lefs  fafc,  tlian  formerly  ;  and  has  lately  fiirniflied 
the  carriers  with  a  pretext  to  change  their  route  at  pleafure^  or  from 
motives  of  avarice.  This  ^yas  the  language  of  Bérand  on  the  lotlx 
%April  1 798,  when  recommending  the  immediate  fupprefpon  of  this 
ahufe^  the  confequences  of  which  have,' already  proved  mofi  fatal.  Tbis 
deputy  even  went  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that  fome  carriers,  when  en- 
trufted  with  the  conveyance  of  merchandife,  uppropriAted  to  thfir 
êim  ufe  the  goods  ihm  Confided  to  their  care» 
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the  general  râîte  of  intereft  in  Firahce  is  af  this  âàf 
about  25  per  cent,  per  annunt^ 

The  Paris  t)apers  advertife  the  names  of  various 
lioufes  there,  who  periodically  renew  the  offer  of 
lending  money  on  pledges  at  four  per  cent,  per  months 
One  of  thefe  offers  it  at  3  per  cent,  per  month;  but 
this  is  on  pledges,  which,  if  not  more  fécure^  are  at 
leaft  more  faleable  than  mofl  others,  fuch  as  coffee, 
iugar,  &c. 

The  Mont  de  Piété  of  Paris  lend  at  3  per  cent,  per 
month. 

The  irifcriplions  of  the  confolidated  third,  which  beat 
5  per  cent.'  interefl,  were,  on  the  ift  April  1799,  ^* 
two  years  purchafe  ;  fo  that  they  would  yield  50  per 
cent,  per  annum,  if  the  intereft  were  paid  in  Ipecie,  as 
was  folemnly  promifed  ;  or  if  the  hom  with  which 
they  are  paid  did  not  lofe  34/>^r  cent. 

Paper,  on  mofl  of  the  merchants  of  Paris,  at  fhort 
'  dates,  and  with  good  endorfers,  is  difcounted  there 
at  the  rate  of  lî,  2,  and  even^per  cent,  per  month. 

Thé  wholefale  dealers,  who,  both  at  Paris  and  in 
the  provinces,  generally  give  a  credit  of  fix  weeks 
to  refpe<Slable  retail  fhopkeepers,  allow  an  abatement 
of  i\per  cent,  difcount  for  ready  money. 

In  addition  to  thefe  fafts  the  following  will  appear 
particularly  furprifing  : — Some  time  after  the  fall  of 
Robefpierre  a  new  caijje  d'efcompte  was  formed  at  the 
hotel  of  MafGac,  through  the  medium  of  which  fbme 
of  the  beft  houfes  in  Paris  made  their  payments  and 
receipts.  At  its  commencement,  it  difcounted  theit 
paper  at  |  per  cent,  per  month';  but  this  only  as  fat 
as  the  amount  of  their  ihares  or  depofitd.    Although 
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thfe  credit  of  this  bank  fuffered  a  fmall  fhock  t^  tfif* 
event  of  the  i8th  Fruiftidor,  yet  as  the  Direâory 
have  bad  fufiident  moderation  not  to  lay  their  hands 
ton  its  funds^  the  proprietors  have  ventured  to  iflue 
Botes^  and  âîll  continue  their  operations^  whrch> 
however,  are  extremely  limited  in  confeqûence  of 
the  fmalincfs  of  the  capital  employed,  and  the  danger 
of  ÎBcrcafing  it.  There  is  alfo  another  eftabliihment . 
at  Paris,  nearly  of  a  fimilar  nature^  called  the  Catjfe 
au  Commerce^  'or  commercial  bank,  which  difcounls- 
jQiort  paper,  endorfed  by  three  refpedlable  houfes  *,  at 
three  quarters  per  cenL  fer  month. 

Towards  the  conimencement  of  the  prefent  year,  a 
bank  was  cftablifhed  at  Rouen,  on  nearly  a  fimilar 
plan,  and  has  iflued  notes  to  bearer  for  loo,  500,  and 
1000  livres,  by  ttieans  of  which  it  difcounts  paper  or* 
Paris  for  its  proprietors^  at  one  and  a  quarter  ^^r  cenP^ 
fer  naohth. 

However  exorbitant  this  intereft  may  appear^ 
Ihould  thefe  two  banks  keep  their  ground,  they  may  , 
render  the  moft  important  fervices  to  the  trade  of 
Paris  and  of  Rouen.  It  is  to  this  kind  of  banks  that 
I  alluded  in  my  laft  work  ;  but  I  took  care  to  enlarge 
on  the  imminent  danger  of  attempting  fuch  eftablilh- 
ments  until  order  is  reftored  ;  and  perhaps  the  French 
will  foon  repent  of  having  been  too- precipitate  in  this 
refped.  In  faft,  we  fcarcely  know  whether  it  is  more 
furprifing  that  the  eflablifhment  of  thefe  two  banks^ 
has  beet!  rilked  under  the  government  of  the  Direc- 
tory, that  the  latter  have  not  yet  ventured  to  put 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  i3lhr  September^  No..  357. 
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4heni  in  fequeflration,  or  that  while  thefe  banks  were 
diibounting  at  from  five  to  fifteen  pr  cent,  per  annum, 
lèverai  otheré  Ihould  be  fuccefsful  in  obtaining  four 
per  cent,  per  month  on  pledges. 

It  is  evident  that  the  above-mentioned  banks  at 
P^is  have  had  no  influence  in  lowering  the  general 
rate  of  intereft,  at  leaft  for  thofe  who  are  not  propri* 
etors  ;  fince  one  of  the  queftions  prqpofed  by  the 
above-mentioned  anonymous  banker  was,  "  While 
the  paper  of  merchants  in  general  cannot  be  dif^ 
courted  under  two  or  three  fer  ceût.  per  month,  why 
is  that  of  Jbme  hmfes  done  at  three  quarters  per^cent^  F^ 
—This  queftion  clearly  fliows  that  there  areyo»^  kozi/ès 
who  can  get  their  paper  difcounted  at  the  rate  of  nine 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  writer  who  anfwered  this 
inquiry  fays,  ^*  Some  hanking-hottfes  have  proved  their 
honejiy  and  good  faith  during  the  period  of  paper  êircula-^ 
thfu  Their  fortunes  are  nearly  independent  of  political 
events^  But  this  explanation  requires  a  further  elu- 
cidation, \yhich  this  writer  could  not  give  while  fitu- 
atcd  under  the  fuperintendcnee  of  the  minifter  of  jpo* 
lice.     It  fhall  appear  in  its  proper  place. 

Although  we  have  very  little  intelligence  of  what 
paiTes  in  the  provincial  towns,  it  is  evident  the  Want 
of  fpecie  muft  in  them  be  flill  more  preffing,  fince 
jaoft  of  the  capitalifts,  the  non-emigrant  nobles,  thqfo 
men  who  have  made  their  fortunes,  and  the  army 
çontraélors,  have  fettled  at  Paris,  either  hecaufe  that 
city  is  now  the  centre,  or  rather  the  only  fcene  of 
commercial  tranfadions,  or  becaufe  they  find  the 
police  there  better  regulated  and  more  fecure  than  in 
the  departments,  and  efcape  much  more  ejifily,  not 
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only  the  re-adlions  of  partîes,  but  the  animadverfion 
to  which  the  rich,  and  particularly  thofe  who  have 
lately  become  {Oj  are  expofed. 

Thejfe  are  all  the  documents  I  have  been  able  to 
coUeâ  relative  to  the  prefent  rate  of  iritereft  in 
France  :  but  they  are  fufficient  to  prove  that  it  is  four 
or  five  times  as  high  as  before  the  revolution,  and  that 
thofe  who  would  engage  in  any  trade  or  manufaftory 
could  not  procure  a  capital  without  paying  fo  exor- 
bitant an  interefl,  that  St  would  ah/orb  all  their  profits. 
Thefe  fame  documents  afTord  a  folution  of  anbther 
queftion  propofed  by  the  above-mentioned  banker, 
and  which  he  ought  himfelf  to  be  better  qualified  to 
anfwer  than  any  other  perfon  :  "  Why  do  the  bankers 
of  France  no  longer  enjoy  any  credit  abroad^  and 
why  do  they  not  grant  any  to  our  manufaâurers  and 
tradefmen  at  home,  as  they  did  formerly  *?'*  Laftly, 
thefe  documents  prove  that  the  rate  of  intereft  has  ra- 
ther rifen  than  fallen  fince  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1797,  when  the  commercial  deputies  complained 
*^  that  it  had  rifen  to  fo  exorbitant  a  rate,  that  no 
parallel  could  be  found  in  the  mofl  calamitous  times 
of  ancient  or  modern  hiflory."  They  might  perhaps 
be  miflaken  with  regard  to  ancient  times;  but  it  is  im^ 

.*?  The  following  is  the  anfwer  that  was  made  to  this  queftion  s  : 
**  France  is  not  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  and  foreign  nations  believe^ 
\%  to  be  much  more  agitated  x}adiX\  it  really  is," — This  laft  trait  gives* 
rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  the  Deputy  Arnould  was  the  anonymous  an-  ' 
fwerer  of  thefe  eleven  queftions  ;  for  in  his  long  report  of  the  26th 
Auguft,  on  the  then  ftate  of  France,  he  points  out  loans  to  the  govern- 
ment as  the  laft  and  only  refourcç,  alfuring  them  that  their  circum-f 
fiances  were  not  fo  defperate  but  they  might  yet  re-eftabli(li  their  credit 
with  foreign  nations,  and  adds,  that,  "  according  to  the  heft  ohferversy 
France  is  tending  to  a  ftate  of  tran(^illity  :  capitalifts  poljèfs  a 
^rtain  perfpicacity^  which  does  not  fuffer  them  to  be  deceived/* 
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pôffible  not  to  agree  with  them,  when,  after  infonmng 
Ramei  that  the  capitals  were  dijftpate^  or  luried,  and 
the  nmhufaHories  Jhut  ///>,  they  reprefented  to  him,  that 
nothing  hut  time  and  the  wisest  laws  could  remedy 
Juch  numerous  evils. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  wife  laws  to  which  that  mi- 
nifter  recurred  to  diminifti  the  rate  of  intereft,  were 
laws  whofe  fole  object  was  to  draw  the  little  capital 
which  was  not  yet  diJjUpated  or  huried^  into  the  national 
treafury,  by  means  of  the  purchafe  of  confifcated 
Jands. 

And  what  has  been  the  refait  ?  A  new  redudlion  of 
the  manufadlures  that  flill  exifted,  and  an  additional 
rife  in  the  rate  of  intereft.  Thefe  two  confequences 
were  inevitable  :  for  where  is  there  a  Frencliman  fo 
infenfate  as  to  expofe  his  fortune  by  entering  into 
fpeculations,  wherein,  unlefs  he  is  fatisfied  with  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  profit,  he  cannot  ftand  in  competition 
with  foreign  manufafturers,  while  the  government 
affords  a  profpeél  of  thirty,  forty,  or  even  fifty  per 
cent,  by  laying  out  hisj  money  in  confifcated  lands  ? 
Rœderer  pointed  out  this  rock  above  a  year  ago  *  : 
but  thofe  who  were  at  the  helm  in  France  paid  no 
attention  to  his  warning,  and  now  they  have  fplit 
upon  it,  tbey  make  the  fame  fignals  of  diftrefs  which 
the  commercial  deputies  had  thrown  out  long  be- 
fore, **  One  of  the  moft  powerful-  caufes  of  the 
general  diflrefs,"  faid  CralTous,  on  the  a3d  March 


*  "  It  ÎS  natural  to  fuppofe/'  faid  he,.  ^*  that  thofe  who  eftablifh 
manufaélories,  or  enter  into  trades,  would  not  be  content  with  lefs 
intereft  on  their  capital  than  they  would  derive  from  the  purchafe  of 
iands     wr  can  any  thing  be  more  jufi.** 

»    4 
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1798,  ^^  is  the  exorbitant  rife  in  the  rate  of  intereft,^ 
This  ideal  value,  attributed  tq  the  J^ign  of  riches, 
impedes  and  Ihackles  the  tranfadlions  of  bufinefs,  and 
oppofes  a  vivifying  circulation.  Thefe  are  real  and 
important  evils,  and  each  individual  feels  them  more 
or  leis  feverely.  But  the  confequenpes  are  ftill  more 
fatal  to  the  public  prqfperity  *.  Both  the  manufac- 
turer and  the  merchant,  whofe  fpeculations  arc  fup- 
ported  by  that  credit  which  fprings  from  confidence 
alone,  are  obliged  tq  reftrain  their  induftry  in  pro- 
portion to  the  diminution  of  their  pecuniary  powers/' 
&c. 

The  leaft  refleétiqn  on  circulation  in  general,  or  on 
the  once  flourifliing  trade  of  France,  will  convince 
us  that  the  bulk  of  her  tranfaélipns,  both  abroad  and 
at  home,  were  conduced  by  means  of  credity  and 
that  promifes  to  pay,  or  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  a 
certain  date,  had  beconae  a  new  circulating  medium^ 
the  amount  of  which  far  exceeded  the  fpecie  in  the 
country.  Bailleul  eftimated  the  joint  amount  of  the 
Ipecie,  credit,  and  other  circulating  capitals,  as  form- 
ing mediums  of  exchange  under  the  old  government 
of  thirteen  milliards  (520  ipillions  flerling).  It  is 
much  to  be  lamented  that  this  financier  has  not  ftated 
the  data  whence  he  made  this  calculation  ;  but  even 


*  Thefe  confeqiiences  are  rendered  more  and  more  fatal  to  the. 
national  revenue,  not  only  becaufe  it  affefis  all  its  purchafes,  on  ac- 
count, of  the  inability  to  pay  ready  money,  but  becaufe  the  col- 
leétors  of  taxes  conceal  their  receipts  as  long  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
>mpIov  them  at  exorbitant  intereft.  Of  this  the  minifier  .of  finance 
is  continually  complaining,  and  threatening  them  with  punifhment; 
but  all  his  menaces  are  in  vaiii  while  the  bait  to  elude  his  vidlance  i:^ 
fo  powerful  ;      ^ 
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flippofing  it  exaggerated,  ftill  it  is  certain  that  credit^ 
which  is  the  principal,  though  artificial,  fource  of 
^11  pecuniary  tranfadlions  in  France,  has  been  dried 
pp  in  proportion  a«  the  general  diftruft  has  in* 
creafed  its  repulfive  force.  This  is  another  confe- 
quencp  of  the  affigns^ts,  and  of  the  dread  of  feeing 
fome  new  paper  circulation  fuddenly  fubftituted  in 
thdr  place,  by  means  of  which  the  government  will 
pay  their  contraélors,  by  authorising  them  to  pay 
their  creditors  in  the  fame  manner..  This  is  the  prin-r 
cipal  caufe  of  ufury  in  Prance;  and  of  this  her  leaders 
^re  fo  well  aware,  that,  to  juûify  their  bankruptcy  to- 
wards the  holders  of  mandats,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
terior alleged,  that  iht  fucceffive  forced  cifrulations  of 
faper  had  çhliged  the  home  trade  to  deal  only  for  ready 
MONEY.  The  minifler,  however,  was  mifinformed  ; 
for  1  know  there  are  feveral  foreign  merchants  who 
flill  give  a  credit  of  two,  three,  and  fometimes  of  fix 
months  to  their  correfpondents  in  France.  It  is  true, 
^Bey  only  grant  this  favour  to  the  few  whofe  good 
faith  has  already  been  tried  during  the  reign  of  paper, 
and  at  is  equally  true  that  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
of  France  have  paffed  through  this  ordeal  with  ho- 
nour :  but  we  may  conjeélure,  without  exaggeration, 
that  the  credit  granted  them  on  their  purchafcs  abroad, 
is  in  general  only  a  fifth  of  the  time  allowed  them 
before  the  revolution.  From  this  fource  the  follow- 
ing efFefls  have  flowed: — As  the  Lyons  merchant 
formerly  bought  his  filk  at  fifteen  months  credit,  and 
fold  his  manufaftures  at  a  year's  credit,  he  mi^ht, 
with  a  very  moderate  capital,  carry  on  a  very  confi- 
dcrable  trade.    But  now  every  thing  is  changed  :  and 
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though  he  can  fcarcely  obtain  three  months  indulgence, 
yet  he  cannot  offer  his  goods  for  fale  in  a  foreign 
market  without  giving  the  fame  credit  as  his  compe- 
titors. How  then  can  we  wonder  that  the  grower  of 
lilk  in  the  fouth  of  France  no  longer  finds  purchafers 
or  manufaélurers  for  his  produce  ? 

The  foreign  trade  of  every  country  bears  but  a 
fmall  proportion  to  the  tranfaftions  of  its  internal 
commerce.  No  doubt  its  flate  and  progrefs  well  de- 
fcrve  our  minuteft  attention^  though  rather  as  a  fymp- 
tom  than  as  a  mean  of  profperity.  And  although  it 
is  often  at  once  the  caufe  and  cfFedl  of  riches,  the 
moft  defirable  circumftancc  attending  its  progrefs  is 
not  perhaps  fo  much  the  balance  received  by  the 
commercial  nation,  as  the  certainty  it  gives  them  of 
fupplying  their  own  wants,  which  depends  on  the 
(juantity  exported,  while  the  number  of  domeftic 
confumers  keeps  pace  with  that  of  their  foreign  pur- 
chafers. The  Englifh,  for  example,  confume  infinitely 
more  of  their  own  woolleh  manufacture,  fince  their 
exportations  have  been  doubled  or  trebled  *.  This 
truth  cannot  be  too  ftrcnuoully  enforced  ;  and  every 

*  The  average  amount  of  their  exports  in  this  branch,  during  the 
three  firfl  years  of  the  prefent  century,  was  2,477,520/.  fterling, 
whereas  for  the  three  laft  years  it  has  been  5,079,813/.  fterling. 
Now  as  thefe  eflimate*  are  formed  from  the  cuftopi-houfe  books  on 
the  old  fcale  of  prices,  eftabliflied  a  century  ago,  although  it  ought 
to  be  fifty  per  cent,  more,  and  confidering  the  improvement  in  the 
'  qualities,  and  the  increafed  prices  of  cloth,  we  have  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  Englifli  now  export  woollens  to  four  times  the  amount 
exported  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century,  and  to  nearly 
three  limes  the  amount  of  the  filks  exported  by  France  during  the 
higheft  profperity  of  the  trade  of  Lyons.  It  appears  by  the  convoy 
duty,  that  the  exportation  of  wpollens  from  England  amounts  to  nine 
millions  fterling. 

Xt  is  to  be  ouferved,  tha^  woollen  manufactures  are  among  thofc 
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enlightened  prince  fliould  confider  it  as  his  principal 
objeâ:,  in  infpcdling  his  cuflom-houfe  accounts,  to 
judge  by  thofe  invaluable  documents  whether  both 
the  produftive  labour  and  the  confumption  of  his 
fubjeéls  are  increafed,  diminiflied,  or  continue  ita- 
tionaiy. 

It  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  we  ought  to  apply 
thefe  remarks  to  republican  France  ;  for  if,  as  will 
hereafter  appear,  her  foreign  trade  has  been  reduced 
to  lefs  than  half  its  former  amount,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  claffes  of  her  inhabitants,  who  are  in 
cafy  circumftances,  do  not  now  confume  one  half  the 
clothes  or  the  furniture  they  purchafed  before  the  re- 
volution. If  they  have  loft  two  thirds  of  their  formet 
income,  they  muft  furely  deprive  therofelves  of  as 
great  a  proportion  of  their  former  enjoyments.  The 
comparifon  of  the  people  of  Poland  with  France,  or 
of^  Ireland  with  England,  xhas  long  exhibited  a  full 
(lemonftration  of  this  trafh.     ' .  . 

I  do  not,  however,  -mean  to  infer,  that  the  French 
are  as  yet  arrived  at  a  ftate  of  mifery  fimilar  to  that 
of  Poland  ;  for  it  is  evident  they  can  fupply  the  bulk 
of  their  own  confuiinption  of  coarfe  clothing  :  but  as 
the  amount  of  the  exchanges  to  which  this  confump- 
tion gives  birth  is  far  more  confiderable  than  thofe  of 
foreign  commerce,  it  follows  that  it  is  principally  in 
their  domeftic  tranfadlions  that  the  republic  muft  ex- 
perience the  difaftrous  efFeâs  of  the  annihilation  of 


which  have  made  the  leaft  rapid  progrefs  in  England,  and  it  is  fiir- 
priiuig  that  they  have  not  been  more  materially  retarded  by  that  of 
cotton  goods,  as  there  are  perhaps  a  hundred  times  as  many  of  the 
^^tter  manufàôurcd  in  England  now  ^s  a  ççntury  ago,  . 
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ercdit;  and  hence  I  infer,  that  even  had  thefe  doméflîc 
tranfa^tions  only  been  reduced  to  one  half,  it  is  highly- 
probable  they  would  require  a  much  Urger  circula- 
tion of  fpecie  than  formerly» 

Of  this  we  have  a  proof  in  the  increafing  lament- 
ations of  the  French  concerning  the  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney, notwith^anding  all  the  fil  ver  of  the  churches, 
and  the  immenfe  quantity  of  plate  belonging  to  indi- 
viduals, which  has  been  carried  to  the  mint,  and  was 
deftined  to  replace  the  fpecie  fent  abroad,  or  burie4 
and  concealed.     Yet  they  are  continually  deploring, 
more  and  more,  the  difappearance  of  the  fpecie,  while 
they  ought  rather  to  lament  the  total  deftruftion  of 
credit.     Let  them,  for  inftance,  turn  their  attentioq 
for  a  moment  towards  Grçat  Britain,  the  good  fenfe 
of  whofc  inhabitants  has  convinced  them,  that  as  the 
precious  metals  are  a  mere  dead  flock,  it  is  enough  if 
they  have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  them  for  the  fettle- 
ment  of  accounts,  fince  they  can  double  that  quan-* 
tity,  whenever  it  is  neceflary,  by  means  of  bank  notes, 
which  perform  all  the  fundlions  of  ipccie,  without  the 
inconvenience  and  lofs  attending  a  dead  capital  it\ 
money.     It  is  certain,  however,  that  with  a  circulât-.   . 
ing  medium,  whether  in  fpecie  or  in  paper,  not  ex-» 
ceeding  half  what  is  pofTefTed  by  France,  that  natioq  . 
tranfaéls  bufinefs  to   an  infinitely   greater  amount. 
To  what  then  can  we  attribute  this  furprifing  faft  } 
Doubtlefs  to  the  effèâs  of  credU  ;  while  credit  itfelf 
arifes  from  fecurity,  fecurity  from  liberty,  and  laflly, 
liberty  from  refpecSl  for  the  laws  ;  to  which  eveiy 
clafs  of  men  in  JEngland  either  voluntarily  bow,  or 
are  compelled  to-fubmit, 
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It  is  the  inftabilityj  oppreffion,  and  feverity  of  the 
law*,  and  the  contempt  of  the  people  for  their  autho- 
rity, that  have  for  fome  years  paft  annihilated  credit 
in  France  :  and  the  commercial  deputies,  when  they 
declared,  that  the  growing  hahit^of  hoarding  money  pre-- 
eluded  all  pofftbility  of  horroiwing^  were  Very  careful  to 
add,  that  this  fiate  of  affairs  was  the  reftdt  of  a  vajl 
number  of  laws  which  ^violated  property^  overturned 
credit  y  and  followed  each  other  with  a  mojt  alarming  ra^ 
pdity. 

I  Ihall  prefently  defcribe  other  caufes  of  the  anni- 
hilation of  credit  ;  but  we  will  begin  by  pointing  out 
one  of  the  mofl  difaftrous  of  its  confequenccs.  I 
mean,  that  the  retail  prices  of  goods  have,  by  degrees, 
rifen  to  near  twice  the  price  that  is  paid  for  them  to 
the  wholefale  dealer.  Nor  can  we  wonder  at  this 
when  the  manufafturer  can  only  obtain  a  very  ihort 
indulgence  on  his  raw  materials,  and  therefore  cannot 
grant  a  longer  time  to  the  fhopkeeper.  Hence  the 
retail  dealer  is  obliged  to  add  to  his  accuftomed  pro^ 
fits  the  intereft  of  the  money  he  advances  :  an  addi- 
tion which  muft  neceflarily  be  exorbitant  on  account 
of  the  enormous  intereft  paid  for  money  ;  for  if  the 
goods  remain  a  year  in  his  warehoufe,  this  delay 
would  expofe  him  to  a  lofe  of  a  quarter  or  even  one 
third  of  their  value  *. 


*  The  retail  dealer  is  almoft  certain  of  a  daily  fkle,  and  only  flocks 
his  fliop  in  proportion  to  the  demands  of  his  cuftomers,  to  whom  he 
gives  the  law,  obliging  them  to  reimburfe  him  for  the  intereft  of  his 
money,  the  expenfes  of  his  licence  (patente)^  and  the  amount  of  his 
perfonal  and  mobiliary  tax. 

But  the  fituation  of  the  wholefale  dealer  is  very  different.  .  If  he 
ventures  to  make  a  fpeculation,  and  cannot  wait  till  the  market  is 
âivourable,  he  is  very  frequently  obliged  to  fell  his  goods  at  a  coq&- 
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Another  and  a  moft  deplorable  confequende  of  the 
deftruélion  of  credit  is,  that  naone  will  keep  a  well-* 
locked  warehoufe,  the  manufadlurers  only  making 
juft  as  much  as  will  fupply  their  aélual  orders,  •  and 
never  venturing  to  accumulate  their  flock,  though 
that  accumulation  is  the  true  criterion  and  meafure  of 
the  profperity  of  every  nation. 

If  we  may  liften  to  the  legiilator  Craffous,  and  the 
majority  of  his  colleagues,  the  ufurious  intereft  of 
which  they  complain  arifes  from  no  other  caufe  than 
ihcfcaroity  of  money.  This,  no  doubt,  has  a  con- 
iiderable  efFeél  ;  but  Mr.  Hume  has  fully  proved  that 
the  intereft  of  money  does  not  fo  much  depend  on  its 
fcarcity,  as  on  the  profit  that  can  be  derived  from 
other  modes  of  employing  it,  and  that  this  profit  is 
always  confidefably  higher  in  countries  where  the  ufe- 
ful  arts  are  in  their  infancy,  or  where  they  are  declining. 
It  is  remarkable  that  this  acute  writer  fliould  have 
omitted  the  principal  caufe  of  the  increafed  rate  of 
intereft,  which  is  the  riik  of  the  lenders,  and  their  want 
of  confidence  in  the  laws  which  fandtion  and  fecure 
their  tranfa^ions.  But  the  commercial  deputies  hav- 
ing paid  dearly  for  their  experience,  fupplied  that 
omiffion,  and  complained  moft  loudly  of  the  infta- 
bility  of  the  lav/s,  which  have  inceflantly  alarniied 
the  money-lender  with  chances  of  lofs  hitherto  un- 
known.    '^  Thefc   hazards/'  fay  they,    "  authorize 


derable  lofs,  or  at  leaft  without  profit,  that  he  may  not  facrifice  the- 
exorbitant  intereft  he  might  otherwife  receive  on  his  capital,  or  that  he 
may  derive  a  more  confiderable  profit  from  fome  other  fpeculation.  ' 
In  a  word,  he  is  either  poorer  in  proportion,  or  more  prefjièd  for 
money,  than  the  retail  dealer  ;  and  thus  is  the  great  difference  betweea 
the  wiiolcikic  and  retail  prices  to  be  likewife  attributed  to  ufury. 
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him  în  compcnfatîng  his  lofles  by  demanding  a  ftill 
higher  intereft,  which  muft  augment  in  proportion  to 
the  danger,  till  at  length  the  rifk  of  lofs  increafing 
beyond  all  the  calculations  of  human  forefight,  no 
other  remedy  could  be  found  to  fuch  flagrant  dtpra^ 
vity  than  a  fpirit  of  hoardingj  which  will  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  every  borrower/* 

It  was  in  fpeaking  of  the /candahus  praElice  of  paper 
circulation,  that  the  commercial  deputies  thus  ex- 
prefled  themfelves,  acknowledging  "  that  it  had  fub- 
ftituted  difhonefty  in  the  place  of  good  faith,  made 
Tice  triumph  over  virtue,  and  introduced  into  every 
clafs  of  fociety  the  moft  unbridled  corruption,  and 
the  moft  difgufting  depravity  */' 


*  Such  will  ever  be  the  efie6ls  of  a  paper  circulation  ifTued  by  the 
government,  efpecially  fhould  the  law  conftitute  it  a  legal  paynjent, 
and  authorize  the  difcharge  of  debts  in  a  medium  whofe  value  is  in- 
ferior to  the  t;rue  amount  of  the  debts  contracted.  No  Frenchman 
has  been  fo  energetic  as  the  celebrated  Briflbt,  in  reproaching  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  of  America  with  having  forfeited  tliat 
character  of  ftriC^  probity  and  honour  which  once  belonged  to  them. 
Had  he  taken  the  pains  to  trace  this  degeneracy  to  its  true  fource,  the 
vefliges  of  which  unfortunately  flili  continne,  and  will  endure  for  ^ 
very  long  time  yet  to  come,  he  would  have  found  it  in  the  circulation 
of  paper,  as  well  by  each  feparate  State  as  by  the  Congrefs.  Thus, 
perhaps,  he  might  liave  been  able  to  preferve  hi$  countrymen  from, 
fplitting  on  the  fame  rock  ;  for  had  he  referred  to  the  Hiftory  of  that 
country  publiflied  by  Ramfay,  he  would  have  found  the  following 
paffage  : 

"  The  evils  of  depreciation  did  not  terminate  witji  the  war;  they 
jcxtend  to  the  prefent  hour.  That  the  helplefs  part  of  the  commu- 
nity were  deprived  of  their  property,  was  among  tlie  lelTer  evils  which 
refulted  from  the  legal  tender  of  the  depreciated  bills  of  credit.  The 
iniquity  of  the  laws  eftranged  the  minds  of  many  of  the  citizens 
from  the  habits  of  love  and  juflice. 

*'  The  nature  of  obligations  was  fo  far  changed,  that  he  was  rec- 
koned the  honefteft  man,  who*,  from  principle,  delayed  to  pay  his 
debts.  The  mounds  which  government  had  ereded  to  fecure  the 
obfervance  of  honefly  in  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  man  with 
.  Jïmn,  were  brokçn  down  \  truth,  honour,  and  jullice  wçre  fwept  awj^/ 


(    i9i    ) 

ît  IS  â  meiancholy  fa6t,  that  this  d&praviiy  has  ot 
Jate  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  among  the  majority 
of  men  engaged  in  trade  in  Francci  ^^  Trade,**  faid 
Roflee,  on  the  14th  March  1798,  ^*  is  in  the  hands 
of  fuch  unprincipled  men^  that  it  is  impoffible  to  bd 
too  cautious  of  falling  into  their  hands/* — ^'  One 
throne  if^fubvertedy*  added  Gauthier,  à  few  days  after  ; 
•'but  another  throne  remains  to  be  deftroyed  :  I 
mean  that  on  which  depravity  has  takeil  her  feat-  Oil 
every  fide  we  are  furrounded  by  corruption^  and  its 
mighty  torrent  burfts  through  every  obflaclc.  If  a 
change  of  iyflem  is  not  ipeedily  adopted^,  it  will  fwal- 
low  up  the  whole  rifing  generation." 

On  the  very  day  when  this  deputy  thiis  attempted 
lo  alarm  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  Harmand 
declared  in  the  Council  of  Elders,  that  he  could  not 
difcovef  any  other  means  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
încreafîng  depravity  of  the  commercial  clafles,  than  to 
imitate  tliofe  who  had  fitten  upon  the  throne  which 
was  now  fuhverted.  He  inftanced  the  ediiSl  of* 
Henry  IV.  in  1609*  "  It  is  eafy  to  perceive,'*  faid 
he,  "  that  in  thofe  times,  as  in  our  own,  political 
troubles  had  given  birth  to  a  great  corruption  of 
manners,  and  fuch  an  unbounded  licentioufnefs, 
e/peciaÏÏy  in  commerce^  that  not  only  private  families, 
but  the  ftate  rtfelf,  was  difordered  ;  and  that  to  put 
a  flop:  to  thefe  diforders  and  crimes,  it  was  neceflary 


by  the  overflowing  deluge  of  legal  iniquity  ;  nor  have  they  yet  af- 
fugied  ibeh-  ancient  and  accuftomed  feats/* 

We  can  fcarcely  rç^d  this  pafTage  without  imagining  that  the  com- 
mercial Seputies  had  it  before  them  when  they  drew  up  their  re« 
port. 
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to  have  recourfe  to  fevere  penalties  zg9m&  frauduknt 

Arrefts  for  debt^  which  the  economifis  had  alfo 
fucceeded  in  aboliflung,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  lead 
feals^  were  now  refiored  without  any  farther  delibera- 
tion. This  was  doubtlefs  indifpenfably  necefTary  to 
the  refloration  of  confidence  in  commercial  tranlV 
aâions  :  but  by  fome  unaccountable  fatality,  the  pre- 
fcnt  legillators  of  France  are  never  fuccefsful  but  in 
deftroying,  nor  do  they  ever  think  of  correûing  an 
evil  till  the  remedy  is  worfe  than  the  dtfeafe.  Can 
we,  for  inflance^  ima^ne  a  more  fcandalous  viola- 
tion of  juflice,  that!  to  attempt  putting  a  Aop  to 
individual  imfrobity^  by  re-eflablifhing  imprifbn- 
ment  for  debt,  at  a  time  when  the  government  itfelf 
is  in  a  fiate  of  undifgutfed  bankruptcy,  towards  every 
Frenchman  who  has  contraéted  any  debtd  ?  Can  we 
conceive  a  greater  degree  of  improhity  than  to  cauic 
men  to  be  dragged  to  prifon  for  paying  their  ere* 
ditors  in  the  very  paper  (the  bons)  in  which  the 
Aate  is  paying  the  annuities  and  dividends,  afïer  hav- 
ing liquidated^  that  is  to  fay,  reduced  the  latter  to 
one  third  ? 

The  deputy  who  paifes  for  the  moil  experienced 
merchant  of  the  two  Councils,  has  fully  proved  the 
extreme  injufiice  of  re-eilablifhing  petfonal  arrefis  at 
an  ssra  when  the  government  adopts  this  method  o£ 
difcbarging  its  debts.  He  reprefented  that  ^^  almofb 
every  individual  citizen  was  a  fufierer  by  that  national 
bankruptcy  called  liquidation.  Where  is  the  man," 
faid  he,  "  who  is  not  either  direâly  or  indireâly  «^ 
creditor  of  the  republic  ?  Where  is  the  man  who  i» 
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not  either  thus  paid  off,. or  the  ctédîtor  of  fome  one 
who  is  ?  What  then  will  he  the  fate  of  this  enormous- 
mafs  of  citizens  who  are  thus  intereftéd  in  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  national  debt  ?  And  yet  you  have  de« 
creed  the  re-eftablilhment  of  perfonal  arrefis,  wjiich 
mull  inevitably  affeâ  a  large  number  who.  willbe 
unable,  with  all  their  exertions,  to  pay  their  debts,  (b 
long  as  the  prefcnt  depreciation  of  real  eftates  and 
of  the  public  flocks  fhall  continue.'*    Here  the  ora- 
tor recapitulated  all  that  the  law  requires  of  a  French 
citizen—^**  if  he  is  a  ftockholder,"  continued  he,  "  in 
proportion  tQ  the  liquidation  of  his  claim,  without  a 
fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  allowed  him 
on  the  reduced  capital  ;  if  he  is  a  debtor^  in  proportion 
to  his  engagements  before  and  during  the  period  of 
the  paper  circqlation  ;  if  he  is  in  trade,  in  proportion 
to  his  liberty  which  is  thus  compromifed  ;  if  he  is 
liahk  to  faxesy  in  proportion  to  his  apparent  fortune^ 
which  may  rather  be.  called  a  nofninal  fortune  ;  if  he 
is  a  landholder,  in  proportion  to  the  depreciation  of 
land,  which  ha&  been  the  neccffary  confequence  of 
the  depreciation  of  {)aper"-*— and  he  concluded  this 
recapitulation  as  follows  :   "  By  the  execution  and 
the  nôn-e:^^cution  of  your  laws  and  orders,  you  at 
one.  and  the  fame  time  a6l  and  do  not  ad  ;  you  order; 
you  demand,  you  rediice  the  intereft,  you   impofe 
taxes,  you  fend  forth  garnifers,  you  wiprifonfor  deht^ 
you  liquidate  and  liquidate  again,  and  yet  pay  no* 
thing/' 

Thus  on  the  5th  April  1 798  fpoke  Lecouteulx,  who 
would  doûbtlefs  have  been  lefs  alarmed,  had  thé 
only  quefiba  Jbeeh  the  decree  which  authorises  irn^ 
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frifonment  for  debt;  for  the  number  of  înfolvcnt 
debtors  is  fo  great,  that  it^  is  impoffible  the  judges 
iliQuld  attempt  to  put  the  law  in  force;  fince  all 
the  prifons  in  France  would  not  be  fufficient  to  con- 
tain them. 

The  fpeech  of  this  deputy  renders  it  unheceflary  to 
make  any  additional  obfervalions  on  the  impoffibility 
of  the  French  government  reftoring  probity  in  pecu- 
niary engagements,  as  long  as  it  fhall  be  unable  to 
pay  thofe  of  the  nation,  or  on  the  impoffibility  of 
reducing  the  interefl  of  money,  till  this  fpecies  of 
improbity,  which  has  made  commerce  little  better 
than  highway  robbery,  fhall  be  quafhed. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  assignats 
were  the  real  fource  of  this  evil.  What  Dopont  very 
juftly  calls  the  depraving  or  immoralizing  ihocks  *  of 
the  revolution,  are  alfo  the  combined  efFe6l  of  a  mul- 
titude of  laws  which  feem  calculated  to  draw  upon 
the  French  nation  every  thing  that  would  corrupt 
them,  or  rob  Ihem  of  their  natural  franknefs,  difin- 
tereftednefs,  and  confidence.  Thus,  for  example  ;  m 
order  to  efface  the  impreffion  of  the'  late  king  from 
the  coin,  they  have  converted  the  church  bells  into  a 
new  republican  coin,  which  does  not  contain  one 
third  of  its  nominal  value.  Such  frauds  may  indeed, 
for  a  time,  deceive  the  common  people,  Ijut  they  are 
difcovered  fooner  or  later,  and  at  length  are  almoft 
always  magnified  beyond  the  truth.  In  France,  the 
Jacobins  themfelves,  both  at  Paris  and  in  the  depart- 
ments, univerfally  give  the  preference  to  the  old  coin 

'     "  '  «         I  ■  11     I  I  I         11  I      I   I      I       »  I    I.       .1       I    I  I^W.«^ia«..— «i»— 1    , „ 

*  Secoufles  démoralifantcs. 
O  Z 


(    «96    ) 

of  one  and  two  fous  pieces^  although  they  coofain  leih 
metal  than  thofe  of  the  republic.  Hence  the  govern- 
ment have  lately  determined  to  call  in  all  the  copper 
coin,  old  or  pew  ;  and  as  they  engage  not  to  put  them 
again  into  circulation,  they  can  only  employ  them  for 
cannon  until  the  period  fhall  arrive  when  thefe  may 
again  be  converted  into  bells. 

This  bafe  Coin  may  explain  the  rife  in  the  price  of 
labour,  of  which  we  fhall  prefently  have  occalion  to 
ipeak.  In  facft,  if  the  copper  money,  with  which  the 
labourer  is  either  partly  or  wholly  paid,  is  not  intrin- 
iically  worth  more  than  four  tenths  of  its  nominal 
value,  it  is  evident  they  muft  be  compenfated  by  aii 
augmentation  of  their  wages  of  at  Icaft  four  or  five 
tenths.  But  it  is  by  no  means  equally  apparent  that 
the  caljing  in  this  bafe  money  will  be  fufficieht  to  re- 
flore  the  price  of  labour  to  its«ancient  fiandard. 

As  the  government,  ip  calling  in  this  coin',  engages 
to  receive  it  in  payment  of  the  taxes  and  contribu- 
tions, and  will  thereby  fùfFer  a  lofs  of  forty-four  mil- 
lions of  livres,  they  have  recurred  to  the  expedient  of 
cpmpenfating  that  facrif^ce  out  of  the  filver  coin,  by 
fubftituting  the  name  oi  franc  to  that  of  Vwre^  and 
ordering  that  thefe  Ihall  be  equal  to  one  livre  and  three  ^ 
deniers  tournois,  fo  that  the  old  ecu  of  fix  livres  is 
now  worth  only  five  livres  and  ninety  centimes,  or 
five  livres  eighteen  fous. 

The  pretext  of  this  fingular  decree  was  to  favour 
the  decimal  mode  of  calculation  :  but  the  real  obje<5t 
was  an  imperceptible  augmentation  of  one  and  three 
quarters />^r  cent,  oji  all  the  taxes,  by  demanding  pay- 
ment of  them  in  francs.    It  may,  however,  turn  out 
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ihât  the  government  will  fall  into  their  own  fnare  ;  for 
whfle  enforcing  the  adoption  of  this  new  regulation, 
they  muft  neccflarily  conform  to  it  thcmfelves  in  deal- 
ing with  the  contra<5lors,  and  the  perfons  they  em- 
ploy ;  and  as  their  expenditure  is  four  or  five  times 
as  much  as  tfieir  ^re6eipts,-they  will,  iii  the  end  lofc 
three  or  four  times  as  much  by  this  impofition  as 
they  expeâed  to  gain  by  it. 

Â  ftill  greater  evil  attends  this  regulation ,  of  the 
coin  :  I  mean  the  illicit  profits  derived  from  it  by  the 
jobbers  (agioteurs),  who  are  able  to  follow  all  its 
changes,  and  thus  to  lay  a  fnare  for  thofe  who  have 
been  Ample  enough  to  believe,  that  contrading  à 
debt  for  600  livres  was  the  fame  as  binding  themfelvcs 
in  the  fum  of  1 60  crowns.  It  is  faid  that  fimilar  im- 
pofitions  have  at  length  put  the  greater  number  ok 
their  guard  ;  and  it  mtift  be  confefled  that  nothing 
could  be  more  neceflary,  fince  every  piece  of  filver* 
coin  they  pafs  expofes  them  to  a  lawfuit,  unlefs  thé^ 
make  a  previous  agreement,  whether  to  pay  and  re* 
ceive  in  livres  or  in  francs j,  and  whether  the  odd  mo- 
ney fhall  be  paid  in  copper.  As  this  bargaining  is 
flill  more  complex  with' regard  to  gold,  it  is  already 
under  difcuffion  of  the  legiflative  body  to  aban- 
don it  to  its  intrinfic  value,  and  td  demonetize  or 
quafh  the  louis,  as  they  have  done  with  regard  to  the 
aflignats  and  mandats,  leaving  every  one  to  make 
his  own  bargain  according  to  the  market  price. 
Though  this  meafure  will  be  equally  dilaftrous  with 
the  former,  we  fliall  hereafter  Ihow  that  it  is  become 
^liuofi  indifpenfably  neceflary. 

Put  this  is  not  all.   While  the  legiflators  of  France 
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have  thus  confoutt^Jed  the  nominal  and  intrinfic  value 
of  the  coins  ;  while  they  have  attempted  to  fubfMtutè 
for  the  ecu  of  fix  livres  with  the  king's  head,  a  new- 
ecu  of  five  livres  with  the  figure  of  the  republic,  con- 
taining a  much  greater  proportion  of  alloy  than  the  old 
filvcr  coin  ^  ;  they  have  alfo  determined  to  change 
all  the  weights  ufed  in  traffic,  and  to  fubfl:itute  the 
new  meafure  called  metre  in  the  place  of  the  elL 

As  the  former  is  one  fifth  lefs  than  the  latter^  mofl: 
of  the  hawkers. and  pedlars,  and  the  lefler  Ihop-. 
keepers,  have  eagerly  adopted  it  ;  and  without  confi- 
dering  themfelves  obliged  to  declare  the  difference  to 
the  purchafer.,  .delivered  five  or  ten  metres  y  while  the 
buyer  imagipcd  he  had  received  an  equal  number  of 
elk  ;  whereas,  ^on  examining  his  purchafe,  he  found 
he  had  only  four  or  eighty  It  is  unneceffary  to 
add,  that  in  the  innumerable  appeals  whiéh  have 
arifen  from  thefe  impofitions,  the  judges  have  always 
decided  according  to  the  decree  which  orders  all  good 
citizens  to  ufe  only  the  republican  meafures.  In  this 
jcfpedl,  in  fiancee  of  cheating  have  occurred  which 
will  one  day  amufè  the  world,  by  furnifhing  many  a 
fçene  for  dramatic  exhibition.  But  however  flriking 
thefe  may  be,  or  however  applicable  tq  yny  fubjeél, 
I  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  thus  to  embellifh  the  me- 
lancholy picture  of  t^e  depravity  of  a  whole  nation. 


*  Of  this  Villers  complained  with  much  feverity  on  the  14th 
October  1 796  :  "  In  no  country,"  faid  he,  "  has  that  great  maxim 
of  political  economy,,  not  to  touch  thecoîn^  been  lefs  adhered  to  than  in 
France,  tfpecidllyjince  the  revolution,  Poubtlefs^  it  was  right  to  bariifh 
the  marks  of  flavery,  and  to  fubflitute  thofe  of  liberty  in  their  place  ; 
but  good  policy,  as  well  as  the  interefts  of  commerce,  perhaps  required 
that  the  Jiandard  fhould  have  been  preferved.**    - 


(   ^^w  > 

I  fhall  conclude  tliis.  fubjcél  of  the  najjr  meafurcsi: 
the  adoptioix  of  which  ha?  been  hurried  on  by  every 
poflible  means  *,  with  obferving  that  it  has  contri-. 
buted/ perhiaps  more  than  can  be  imagined^  to  the 
increaie  .of  price  of  the  French  roanufaâure8.  AU 
though  the  quantity  is  th|i&dimmifhed;,bottL  in  length 
and  breadth,  they  have  continued  at  their  former^  prices 
for  the  (kme  reafons  that  ptevfented  tjie  Jirice  oftlabour 
front  falling-to  it»  ot'iginai  rate,  when  the  aflignats 
gave  place  to  fpeciec  The  Direâory,  itîs  true,  hat«5 
been  tbeiir&viâim -in'cdnlbqyence  of  the  contracts 
for  the  '  atinies  ;  ^  aad  it  is  perhaps  for  thîsi  reàlbn  that 
they  are:fi>  defirous^  to  haVe  .their  metres  and-  their 
grafrnm^  adopted  by^  the  nfeutral  powir^  for  which 
purpolt  they  'have  propc^ed  to  them  a  congrefs  of 
learxïeàttien..    ■        •.■■n-.  î  .  •«'  |f.  ^    .•.-..-.»;■  ^    •  "; 

What  we  have  now  faid  of  the  progrefs  of  bad  foith 
will  peiis^^  point  out-the  hi;fty  and  perhap&the  prin^ 
ci|)ial^iffô^oC  ufury  y^  I  n^ean,  that.at  Paris,  lending 
mon^  is: taecomaa  mere  gatne  of  i5^^a/zr^,.*of ^hiph, the 
cbawftdS  atdlbjpalculabie,  fince  there  are  very  few  bor-» 
■    ,  -,.-:  --'t  1 ■   /'•  >    --' — -^J — t  .■■.:. .. 

. -*  Thpv^Bïiwrng  46  an  txt^^  ^m  the'wfpoit  oh  this  fubjeft^ 
vbicl?^^  p^fentiâ  by  Daubermefoil  on  the  *4th  September  1 7g8,: 
*'  Our  hew  meafures  cannot  meet  with  an^  obftacIeS  extept  from  old 
prisjiMices^.ori&ft  idtenefs  of  irtdividualsL-  It  is  of  the*^|:moft  và* 
pçrtance  t0:>^ut  a,  ^op  Xo  this  ftruggle  between  the  routine  of  habit 
arid  feèdii^àtès  0?  realon  ;  between  impofition  and  probfty  ;  betweeri 
the  ell  and  the  metre.  Let  us;  acçele^te  ;the  p^Hod' which  wili  ba^ 
nifh  this  variety  of  meafures^  this  laft  remnant  of  the  feudal  fyfteml 
Like  the  n&j^tklcridir  (l^anouatre}^,  it  is  2LrffmhItc^H  infiituttM^  and 
we  ought  to  favour  them  all,  becaiife  they  havç  all  the  feme  obje<^ 
That  of  the  new, weights  and  meafures  is  to  eftablifh  order  and  good 
/«fMin^aîltftfnfeftidï».'*  1.1       î    ^  \ 

.  Th\s:  repflfllcan  i/tfiitutfoiif' ,thfi  l^pgs  of  Pruflia,  of  Denmark,  and 
the  (j'rahd  Dulie  of"  iTufcany,'  are  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  French 
Diredtory  to  mtroduce  îa  tlicir  dominioos. 
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rowers  who  arc  not  government  contraâors^  or  ooder* 
çontraélors  to  théfe.  Some  houfes  of  trade^  however^ 
have  perfifted  in  rcfufing  every  kind  of  tranfaâiôn 
with  thefê  two  daiTes  of  gamblers;  an(ï  thefe  are  the 
houfes  which  have  been  able  to  difcount  their  paper 
at  three  quarters  f&r  cent,  fer  month,  while  others 
cannot  get  theirs  difcounted  for  le&  than  two  ^r 
three  per  cent.  This  the  writer  mentioned  (page 
i8i)  has  not  dared  to  %»  though  he  undertook  to 
explain  the  reafon  of  this  difierenoe. 

Nor  can  we  be  furprifed  at  this  difference»  when 
we  reflèâ .  that  thefe  contra^ors  have  alicady  been 
fraudulently  paid  in  1797  in  mforiptimsy  and  the  yeai?. 
before  in  mandats.   In  order  ta  cQmpenfa.te  therefore, 
the  incrcafing  rilks  which  thfy  incur  in  this  lottery^, 
the  government  ha|^  been  obliged  more  apd  more^, 
to  augment  the  number  of  high  prizes  ;  and  the  bait 
of  this  immenfe  advantage  leads  the  contraâors^  in 
their  tùrn^  to  offer  a  proporfionate  intereft  for  Uie. 
money  they  borrow,  or  for  the  hazardous  creditf  th^^ 
enjoy.    It  therefore  appears  that  the  legîflatîvç  body» 
who  from  time  to  time  loudly  complain  of  the  incre^fs 
ing  progtefs  of  had  faith  ^  of  ufury,  and  of  the  ofprejfive  ^ 
conditiofis  impoîfed  by  the  çpntrââors,  fhould  tak^  ^  , 
the  blame  to  thciûfelveis  ;  they  fliould  attribute  it  ^or. . 
the  frequefat  bankruptcies  Ihey  have  fucccffively  per- 
mitted t)r  faniîliDned,  and  thofe  innumerable  retro*/ 
ipeâive  lawSj  which  kcçp  every  man  of  property  xa,  n . 
Aate  of  fear  and  alarm. 

However  eafy  it  cnay  be  to  difcoyer  the  true  cauies 
of  ufury,  ït  is  proportionately  difficult  tp  calculate  at  , 
what  period^  and  by  what  train  of  circumôanççs^  th^   . 


(    ^^^    ) 

ihtcrcft  of  money  will  be  reftorcd  to  its  former  rate. 
In  every  other  country,  perhaps,  it  would  be  moreeafy 
than  in  France  :  but  how  coold  this  be  efFeéled  among 
a  nation  fo  diffimilar  from  every  other,  and  eipecially 
in  dieir  ideas  on  matters  of  finance  I  Have  we  not 
already  twice,  within  the  fpace  of  a  century^  feen  the 
inhabitants  of  Ffance  exchanging  their  gold  and  other 
property,  for  leaves  of  paper,  like  thofe  of  old>  at  the 
SibyPs  cave,  which. could  not  bear  a  breath  of  wind 
without  lofing  their  magic  value.  Her  prophecies, 
no  dou^,  will  not  again  be  fo  readily  bçlicved>  till 
the  memory  of  the  affignats  is  totally  obliterated  and 
extinô.  But  that  period  will  arrive  fooner  or  latere 
9nd  then,  fhould  another  Law  appear  with  a  plan  of 
paper  circulation,  which  fhall  unite  the  charms  of 
novelty  with  the  attrapions  of  profitable  ipeculation, 
and  the  magic  of  unintelligible  myflery  ;  ihould  he  be 
able  to  ^ve  it  an  air  of  magnificence,  by  promifing 
its  votaries  a  coJoJfal  fortune;  fhould  he  be  able  to  find ^ 
a  number  of  monied  men^  whofe  imaginations  he. can 
warm  with  the  fplendour  of  hie  j^^em,  and  who  will 
preach  it  np  and  adopt  it,  we  may.bç,  certain  it  would 
'  become  a  new  and  powerful  f alifman  to  the  French . 
P4tion,  that  they  will  again  purfue  the  golden  dpeaiai 
of  talfing  a  côlojfat  forhme^  and  th^t  they  will  at 
length  awaken  with  aj(loniihment  at  having  been  a 
third  time  dujped  by  a  new  adventurer^  though  equaHy 
leady  to  fall  into  the  fnare  of  a  fourth.  If  it  were 
fiot  too  r^  to  attempt  to  jijdge  of  fuch  a  nation  by 
the  expierïencè  of  others,  or  to  calculate  the  future 
viciffitudes  ojf  rife  and  fall  in  the  rate  of  mtereft,  I 
fhould  in^aginc  it  poffible  to  point  out  urinous  mea- 

4  •    '  - 
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fiires  which,  bcLp^jointly  adopted,  might  contribute 
to  reduce  it  in  a  ihort  time  to  its  old  fland^rd,  even 
«ihould  the  fpecie  in  circulation  have  experienced  a 
diminution  of  more  than  half.  But  the  period  is.  not 
yet  arrived  for  mentioning  them  ;  for  the  two  primary 
l^eps  are  the  refloration  of  the  lawful  heir  to  tbe 
throne,  and  the  reflitution  of  the  confifcated  lands. 
Jt  is  fafiicient  to,  have  proved  that  the  fcarcity.  of 
money  is  by  lao  means  a  principal  caufe  of  exwbîtant 
and  ufurious  interefl:*. 

*  Bailleul  \s^.  however,  ^he  iirft  who  feems  to  have  made  the  dif^ 
cenrery.  *^  At  prefewt,**  faid  he^  on  the  &th  Auguft,  "  the  ordinary 
tsuçes  are  increafed  tp  thfî  fame'rate  as  before  the  revolution,  and  credit  . 
ÎS  annihilated.  Every  thing  is  now  paid  for  in  ready  money.  Bufinefs 
IS  therefbre  ttanfeétçd'with  dUSeulty*  Receipts  are  iloiw.  '  The  pul>- 
Ik  fervice  is  impeded.  The  markets  are  lieavy.  And  what  is  thp 
caufe  of  all  thcfe  evils  ?  '  ' 77/  the  deJlruHion  of  qk^thi,  ' Confidence 
^  is  a  fpecies  of  t^ifinan  wiiich^malcipKes  both  refouities  and  capitals^, 
unites  all  the  citizens  in  the  nfwil  powerful  bonds,  is  the  fupport  of 
governments  when  Jthey  are  diftreffid^  and  renders  all  their  powers , 
effeéhial  2md  prodiuftive.  It  'ispuhlie  credit  that  we  o^ght  to.  apply 
oorfeives  to'  create  and  revitfe  among  us.  Let  us  then  confine  our- 
ielves  to  oriô  objei^,  the  great  arid  important  bbjed  of  re-ejiablijhmg 
€rtdit^  ■  Let  thefe.wçrds  be  engr^ved.on  fie  wnlls  of  tliis^l^I,  and  ia 
the  heart  of  every  menilier.'' 

Thcfe*  are  «grand  truths,  tfaougb  tiiey'are  not  nen  di^jWeiiees^ 
fbould  hpwever  have  had  the  courage  to  utt^r  tl\em  op;th^3Pt}i;§efv 
tember  ^797,  .^'hen  the  republic  gave  the  death-blow  lô  her  ôWn  cre^ 
dit  by  the  cejebmted  decree  of]  Sankrvptcy,  Howevçr  ejijrraordinaff 
that  decree  may  itfelf  appear,  the  m*inciples  by  which  it  was  juftified 
are  far  riiorfe*  funprifing,  ^«d'Sr if r become  a  ftr?k!ihg  feature  iii-ffife 
Wllory /^f  ^e  j Gneat.  N^foos  But  wh^t  is  jRiir  nipre  rem^kablé'JHp 
this  fpeech  is,  tha^  it  was  delivered  by  thé  ferocious  Bailleul,  the  moft 
ilrénuébs'.^ptifan  of  the  war^  «and  that  «one  of  his  oppo^iehts  replied 
by  obfervingy  tlaat  the  re-eflabljjhinent  of  credit  depqi^de^l  entirely  ,0^ 
the  reduftîoH  of  the  expenditure  wirhm  the  limits  of  the  revenue; 
Ihat  if  this  s-edu£hoa'  were  pÀâîble,  Jbcouklx)nly  «take  place  in,c<inibto> 
.quenceof  the^repnrn  of  /^'^^^^  ,iiud  that  this  aufpicious  i^ord  ought  to 
be  engraved  in  the  halls  of  the  two  Councils.  t\  is  in  the'  directorial 
joyrtial  ^i^jhat.we.npw 'and,  tljw  «leet  ïvith  this*  ward  -peace^ 
though  it  is  never  employed  but  to,  ihow  that  its  return  depends  folely 
bn  thé  liberality  wijh  %vhich  tHc  fubfidîes  demanded  by  the  goveriï- 
meni  are  granted  by  the  Councils,  and.  to  prove  that  tlte%^v)hiûh  9pe^^ 
the  national  treafury  is  the  fame  that  nuiUJIiut  the  temple  of  Janus. 
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Thefe  obfervations  on  the  exorbitant  rate  of  intereft 
afford  a  clue  to  thatof  the  manufadures  of  France. . 
But  their  increafe  of  price,  both  retail  and  wholefaie, 
is  ftill  further  accounted  for  by  the  fécond  of  the 
caufes  enumerated  above;  I  mean, the  rife  of  wages 
in  the  towns  of  France,  where,  Portes  aflures  us, 
•they  have  h^cn  doubled  on  evtry  /pedes  of  labour. 

In  fa<5ï,  the  price  of  wages  has  only  been  increafed 
,50  per  cent.  His  exaggeration,  however,  is  by  no 
means  furprifing  in  the  midll  of  a  rçvolutionary  vor- 
tex, which  has  confounded  every  thing  with  fo  much 
rapidity,  that  it  is  almofl:  impolEble  to  take  a  furvey 
of  its  perpd;ually  fhifting  fcenery*  Who  could  have 
expeâed  this  change  from  a  perufal  of  the  ftatement 
publifhed  three  years  fince  by  Saint- Aubin  ?  whereby 
it  appeared,  ftat  the  wages  of  mbfl  of  the  workmen 
in  the  towns  were  then  only  half  as  much  as  before 
the  exifience  of  the  paper  circulation.  From  what 
caufes  then  can  they  have  been  quadrupled^  or,  at 
Jeafl:,  tripled,  withia  fo  fhort  a  period  ?  And  yet  of 
fqch  an  increafe  the  fame  author  now  complains,  in 
a  work  which  forms  a  ftqking  contrail  with  the  for- 
xner.  When  he  is  there  endeavouring  to  account  for 
the  high  price  rof  wine,  he  attributes  it  to  the  fudden 
increafe  of  ,the  confumption  by  workmen  and  la- 
bourers, when^  in  lieu  of  fifteen  or  twenty  fous  per  day^ 
which  they  could  hardly  inakcy  towards  the  extinâiion  of 
the  aJftgnatSy  they^ere  fi^dtrlly  paid  two  and  even  three 
ihres  per  day  as  foon  as  fpecie  Reappeared. 

This  fad,  which  is  in  itfelf  of  the  highefl  import- 
ance, is  fiill  further  confirmed,  though  with  lefs 
precifion,  by  a  fubfequent  report;  in  which  Lecou- 
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tcuîx  informs  us,  that  the  wages  of  fervants  have 
rifen  fo  muchy  that  no  one  will  now  engage  more  than  . 
are  abfolutely  necejfary  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  family • 
Hence,  therefore,  it  appears  incontrovertibly  evident, 
that  a  general  and  a  confiderable  augmentation  has 
taken  place  in  the  price  of  wages  ;  nor  would  this  in- 
creafe  be  by  any  means  To  great  an  evil  as  is  imagined 
by  fome  Frenchmen,  were  it  but  attributable  to  natu« 
ral  caufes,  or  if  it  had  given  birth  to  any  emulatioii 
among  labourers  and  workmen.     Unfortunately,  the 
revolutionary  fyfiem  feems  to  have  utterly  eradicated 
the  fpirit  of  economy  ;  an  efFeél  which  muft  alfo  be 
attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  affignats;  for  as  no 
one  could  forefee  how  much  he  might  lofc  within 
the  next  four  and  twenty  hours,  the  furcft  mean  of 
avoiding  lofs  wais  to  fpend  them  as  foo'h  as  they  were 
received.  Hence,  as  men  learned  no  longer  to  depend 
on  the  ftability  of  any  thing,  every  one  made  a  point 
of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labour  before  he  had 
time  to  be  robbed  of  them  :  and  a  journal  of  reipeft- 
ability  aflures  us,  that  "  not  only  the  working  people  • 
in  the  towns  are  tnucb  le/s  in^uftrtous^  and  gain  three 
Ames  as  much  as  before  the  revolution  ;  but  that  the 
high  price  of  wages  has  given  the  ïowèiî:  tiaflcs  a 
facility  of  fubfiftence  till  then  unknown,  and  which 
permits  the  artifan  to  gratify  his  old  hankering  after 
licentioufnefs  and  debauchery  */' 

This,  however,  i^a  ftill  greater  exaggeration  than 
than  of  Portes  ;  for  the  moft  accurate  accounts  do 
not  ftate  the  increafe  of  wages  in  the.  towns  at  more 

'  '  -       -  '    '  i      I  -I  ■ ""■       -         Il      >■  ■    '   '^ 

*  SfeSlateur  du  Nord  of  February  1 797, 
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than  half.     Ezery  artiûin  who  now  receives  three 
livres  a  day  formerly  received  nearly  two., 

Thie  reader  will  fcarcely  believe  this  rapid  in<5rea(e 
of  wages  poilible^  when  he  reflefts  on  the  flill  more 
rapid  iflipoverifhment  of  the  clafs  of  men  who  em- 
ploy journeymen.  ,  It  is  perfc6lly  eafy,  however^  to 
refolve  this  problem,  if  we  çpnfider  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  towns  were  the  firA  who  felt  the  ardour 
of  martial  achievements  :  this  led  them  in  crowds  to 
the  field  during  the  firll  campaigns,  which  were 
by  far  the  moft  deflruâîve.  And  as  in  this  interval 
no  apprentices  were  taken  *,  it  is  the  lefe  furpriling 

♦  The  following  is  the  report  of  Baraillon  on  the  1 7th  Novem- 
ber 1 797,  on  the  present  deferted  (late  of  fchools  in  France  :  ^^  The 
youtlK  who  ought  to  have  been  under  the  tuition  of  the  fchools, 
bave  flown  to  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  where  they  have  been  fuc- 
ceffively  followed  by  their  younger  brothers.  £ven  thofe  who  were 
exempt  from  the  reqûifition,  in  copfideration  of  their  tender  years, 
were  no  left  inflamed  with  the  general  enthuiiafm  and  the  martial 
,mrdour^  for  which  the  French  nation,  are  fo  eminently  dîflinguîfhed; 
and,  inftead  of  applying  to  ftudy,  devoted  themfclves  to  a  military  ca- 
reer. In  every  place  the  objeét  that  moft  univerfally  ftruck  the  eye 
was  that  of  youths,  and  even  children,  learning  their  exercife,  and 
performing  military  evolutions»  Their  parents  even  encouraged  this 
enthufiafm,  and,  inftead  of  procuring  inftru6tion  for  them,  only 
turned  their  attention  to  the  arts  of  defence,  or  to  exterminating  the 
cumlnoD  enemy.  The  impulfe  being  thus  once  communicated,  its 
force  continued  and  increafed;  and  thus  the  central  fchools  were 
almoft  deferted.  Belides,  the  fethers  of  families  being  not  only 
ppprefled  by  requifitioas  of  every  kind,  and  impoveriftied  by  the 
unprodu£tivenefs  of  the  harvefts,  but  ruined  by  the  paper  circulation, 
and  overwhelmed  with  exorbitant  contributions,  at  a  time  when 
fpecie  was  extremely  fcarce,  were  hardly  able  to  pay  for  anv  khid  of 
înftruftîon  for  their  children;  who  being  thus  unaccurfomed  to 
ftudy,  even  refifted  the  will  of  their  parents." 

It  fuch  was  die  effeft  of  the  military  enthufiafm  on  the  youth  of 
France  who  were  defigned  for  the  learned  profeffions,  what  muft 
have  been  its  influence  on  the  clafTes  deftitK»  for  handicraft  trades, 
ever  eager  to  prefer  martial  glory  to  obfcure  domeftic  induftry  and 
hbour  ?  And  what  motive  could  induce  à  parent  to  pay  an  appren» 
tice-fee  for  his  child,  who,  long  before  the  expiration  of  his  novi- 
ciate, would,  in  all  probability,  be  put  in  requifition  far  the  armies^ 
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that  the  demand  for  journeymen  bricklayers  and  Aia- 
fons  for  repairs  fhould  be  fo  difproportionfed  to  the 
number  of  thofe  who  have  remained  at  hotne^  that 
the  price  of  their  wages  has  confiderably  increafed. 
'  It  is  a  certain  faâ:,  that  the  deftruélioq  of  the  men 
employed  m  the  handicraft  trades  has  been  immenib. 
We  might  even  be  led  to  eflimate  it  at  five  fixths,  if 
we  deduced  our  calculation  from  the  produce  of  thé 
licences;  which,  notwithftanding  the  extreme  rigour 
with  which  they  have  been  exaéled  in  the  year  vi. 
only  amounted  to  feventeen  millions  ;  though  Le 
Brun  had  eftimatçd  thetn  at  120.  It  is,  however, 
highly  probable  they  would  have  produced  that  fum 
before  the  revolution,  becaufe  this  tax  is  very  heavy 
and  very  comprehenfive,  extending  to  every  handi- 


Tbe  fame  remark  may  alfo  be  applied  to  thofe  defigned  for  the 
learned  profeffions.  Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  the  new  recruit- 
ments include  all  the  young  men  who  were  deftined  to  fill  up  the 
void  of  which  Baraillon  complained,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ravages 
and  murders  committed  by  the  empirics  of  the  prefent  day,  who 
pretend  to  praélife  the  healing  art.  At  the  inftance  of  this  deputy, 
the  legiflatore  voted  a  confiderable  fnm  for  the  immediate  reorgani- 
zation of  the  fchools  of  health  ;  but  fcarcely  had  thefe  begun  to 
refume  their  aftivity,  when  the  decree  of,  the  confcription  announced 
to  the  new  pupHs,  that  they  mufl  abandon  their  ftudies  and  march 
to  join  the  armies.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  Undents  of  Straf- 
burg  prefented  a  petition,  in  which  they  only  alked  for  leave  to 
continue  their  ftudies  ////  the  levies  of  the  inilitary  hofpitals  JJiould  call 
them  to  the  pojts  they  were  to  filL  But  the  Moniteur  of  the  7th  No- 
vember 1 798  Hates,  that  the  Council  continued  inflexible,  and  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day  without  a  lingle  oppofing  voice  to  advocate 
their  caufe;  not  even  Daubermefnil,  .who,  fix  weeks  before,  had 
deplored  the  defertlon  of  the  new  fchools,  declaring  "  that  a  great 
number  of  the  officers  of  health,  efpecially  in  the  armies  of  the  fouth, 
had  fallen  vidims  to  that  zeal  which  their  country  had  a  right  to 
claim."  A  ît^  days  after  the  Stra{burg  petition  was  rejected,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  decreed,  in  anfwer  to  that  of  Hardy, 
tliat  "  the  Direftory  may  grant  to  the  phyficians  graduated  in  foreign 
countri$îs  the  right  of  exercifing  their  profèilion  within  the  territories 
o'f  the  republic." 
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craflt  trade,  and  to  all  thofe  who  exercife  any  branch 
of  foreign  or  domeftic  commerce. 

Another  caufe  of  the  rife  in  the  price  of  labour, 
and  fot  which  the  .French  are  alfo  indebted  to  the 
enlightened  views  of  the  economifts,  is,  the  impoffi-^ 
bility  of  retraining  the  combinations  among  workmen 
to  give  the  law  to  their  employers.  For  the  legiflative 
body,  through  refpecft  for  the  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man,  has  conftantly  paffed  to  the  order  of 
the  day^  whenever  the  proprietors  of  the  various  ma- 
nufadories  have  complained  of  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  their  workmen,  and  folicited  for  a  tarif  of  wages. 
On  the  13th  June  17917,  they  rejedled  the  petitioa 
of  the  cabinet-makers  of  Paris,  declaring  it  was  an 
attempt  to  reftore  the  incorporated  companies  called 
Jurandes  &  Maitrifes^  and  perfifted  in  adhering  to 
what  they  called  the  grand  principles^  without  regard- 
ing the  obfervation  of  Vaublanc,  that  the  police 
ought  to  keep  a  very  watchful  eye  over  combinations^ 
which  might  ultimately  prove  fo  injurious  to  the 
general  good. 

Although  this  deputy  only  irritated  his  colleagues 
by  citing  the  example  of  England,  as  a  country  that 
had  eonfianily  praâiifed  thefe  wife  maxims  ;  and  although 
ibme  well-informed  Englifhmen  entertain  different 
opinions  on  this  queftion  of  political  economy,  the 
Diredtory  will  very  foon  adopt  that  of  Vaublanc} 
and  proclaim  it  to  be  dictated  by  wifdom.  For  as 
the  government  fufFers  coniiderably  by  the  increafed 
price  of  labour,  in  confequence  of  the  immenfe 
amount  of  the  clothipg  and  accoutrements  for  the 
ariuief^^wheuicver  they  can  venture  to  difpkafe  the 
I 
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inliabittnts  of  the  Famhourgs,  they  will  denounce  > 
thefe  combinations  a$  a  iotmty  granted  by  France  to. 
the  manufaâares  of  England.     If  they  will  tfaert 
appear  jufiifiable  in  fuch  an  attempt»  'what  muft  we 
think  of  the  folly  of  thofe  legiflators^  who>  after, 
having  decreed  the  prohitâtion  of  Britiih  coznmodi-* 
ties^   exclaim    with  aâonifhment  and  indignation^ 
"  that  they  flill  find  their  way  into  the  republic^ 
and  are  daily  exchanged  againft  its  Ipecie  ?"— ^«  How 
happem  ity^  Hellot  gravely  afked  on  the  nth  Auguft 
1797,  "  that  our  prohibitory  laws,  which  ought  to 
baniih  our  enemies  from  the  important  markets  of 
France,  are  thus  impudently  violated  F'* 

How  happens  /Vf-— The  quefiion  is  iimple  andt 
childiih  !  How  happens  it,  let  me  alk  of  this  deputy 
and  his  party,  that  they  dare  to  reproach  the  people 
with  this  violation  of  their  prohibitory  laws,  when  they 
have  themfelvcs  inceflantly  endeavoured  to  complete 
the  defiruâion  of  all  the  ufeful  arts,  and  have  con-, 
itantly  forced  into  the  armies  the  few  indufbious 
bands  that  yet  remained  ?  What  I  they  themielves 
proclaim  the  frauds  praélifed  in  thofe  manufactures 
which  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  the  irvo- 
liitionary  hatchet,  and  are  afionifhed  that  their  dé-, 
crées  do  not  exclude  Britifli  manufaftures,  which 
are  not  only  of  fuperior  quality,  but  much  lower  in 
price  !  When  we  learrx  from  their  own  mouths,  that 
their  manufaélures  find  their  way  to  Paris  itfelf,  not- 
wthftanding  the  numerous  armieS  that  guard  the 
coafls  and  frontiers  *  ;  when  we  learn  that  the  army 

*  Of  this  T  fhall  adduce  abundant  proofs  in  the  next  chapter*  l^*^ 
following  very  fingular  confei&on  of  firuflé,  on  the  jxft  May  1798, 
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clothîérs^  cland«ftîneljr  porchafe  wbofcf  caitgocs'of  bf- 
dinàry  woollens  in  England  for  the* «nntes  of  the 
^cpu^i^  and  even  ker%mdcwWtha 
of  the  two  Coundfe/  if  we  have  any  catife  (of  afto-- 
niftiment,  it  is,  that;îhè  latter  iftiould  flatter  them- 
felves,  that  when'  peace  Ihatt  hare  again  opefned  th<i^ 
channels  of  commerce,  the  manufaÔurcs  of  Franco 
will  be  able  to  maintain  a  compétition  with  thofé 
^hich  foreigners  can  fcH  at  two  thirds  of  thfe  pricey 
and  yet  gain  a  higher  profit.     No  :  France  will  nevet 
be  able  to  maintain  fuch  a  competition,  and  re-efta- 
bllfli  her  ncheft   raanufa6lures,  till  flie  Ihall  again 
have  accumuMed  a  ptodudtive  capital,  and  replaced 
her  diffipat'cd  trcafures  ;  or,  at  leaft,  till  the  reflora-i 
tion  of  credit  Ihall  have  reduced  the  intercflr  of  money 
to  the  fame  rate  as  in  the  manufaânring  countries^*. . 

wUl'herc^uiiîce.  *'  Whenever  a  merchant,  whiter  a  cîtasen  of  thé 
republic  'Çr  a  foreigner,  wiflies  to  tranfmit  or  import  goods  inlfo  • 
France,  he  has  two  ipen  to  deal  with  on  the  frontiers  :  the  firft,  who 
îsîthe  îè#ènme  officer,  fays  î  to  him.  You  mnft  ghe  nie  ffty^er  cenn, 
tmyour  gwdsy  w  I  toill  not  fuffer  them  to  pafs;  while  another,  wHq 
IS  the  fmuggler,  fays,  All  I  afit  is  ten  percent,  and  I  will  procure  their 

This  deputy  related  the  above  as  a  notorious  faêl  ;  and  added,  that 
the  fmuggling  con'traôors  calculated  upon  a  certainty  ai  introducing 
ninety-^ v£  parcels,  of  goods-out  of  a  {iim4re.d. 

*.  Though  Saint-Aubm  fo  eafily  made  up  his  mind  on  the  vaft 
încreafeof  wages,  hè,  wjth  great  reafon,  complaans  mod  loudly  of  the 
exorbitant  intereft  of  money  ;  of  which  he  has  placed  the  effects  in  the 
ftrongeft  point  of  view  by  the  following  example  :  ^  A  manufa6turer 
of  flocking*  can  fiipply  that  article  cheaper  in  Englan<J,  where,  by 
means  of  machines  and  fuperior  induftry,  a  workman  who  receives 
three  livres  per  day  niakes-J§^tf«i  pair  of  ftoékîngs  in  a  weeic,  and 
where  the  intereft  of  money  is  onljr  6  per  cent,  fer  annum^  than  in  a 
country  where  the  workman  is  paid  only  two  livres  per  day,  makes 
only  ten  pdr  in  a  week,  and  where,  for  want  of  ct-edit,  the  mauu- 
faéhirer  would  be  obliged  to  borrow  a  capital  to  carry  on  his  bufineft 
at  t|ie  rate  of  a  ^«- c«r^  ^  month." 


-  It  is  true,  that  fewer  obfiacles  impede  the  revîval 
of  their  manufaâories  of  furniture,  trinkets^  toys,  and 
articles  of  fafhion,  which  require  but  fmall  capitals^ 
and  for  which  their  refined  tafte  and  continual  norelty 
fçcures  a  decided  preference  :  but  ihcfceptre  offajhion 
^hi^h  the  Parifians  have  held  during  the  two  laft 
centuries,  and  which  their  poets  have  fo  proudly  cele- 
brated *,  contributes  but  a  very  inconfiderable  portion 
to  the  exportations  of  an  cxtelifiye  empire.     Thus, 
while  :the  manufaâurers  of  Great  Britain  allowed 
France  to  enjoy  the  exclufive  priyilege  of  Supplying 
a  few  articles  of  drefs  for  \yomen  of  fafliion  in  the 
various  courts  of  Europe,  who  place  a  high  value  on 
the  embroidery  of  Lyons  and  the  gauzes  of  Paris, 
they  were  employing  thetnfelves  in  improving  and 
bringing  to  perfeélion  their  extenlive  manufadiures 
of  woollens,  of  eottons,  and  of  leather,  with  which 
fo  many  of  the  farmers  of  the  north  of  Europe  and 
America  are  clothed  from  head  to  foot.    They  very 
judicioufly  preferred  applying  themfelves  to  fuch  ma« 
niifaélures  as  are  not  fubjeâ:  ta  the  caprice^  of  fafhion  ; 
and  as  Great  Britain  imports  from  her  own  colpnies, 
or  produces  at  home,  moll  of  the  raw  materials  Ihe 
— ^ — , ^ •"    '<- — 

*  The  following  pafTage  is  extraded  from  the  writings  of  the 
Abbe  Raynal,  whoni  I  Ihall  take  the  liberty  to  rank  with  the^or// 
whenever  he  abandons  fafts  to^cnter  into  a  difplay  of />r/V/))/«  ;  "It  is 
by  her  manufatftures  and  her  mdUnery  tliat  France  hsis/ubjugafed  Eu- 
rope and  fome  parts  of  the  other  hemifphere.  The  natioru  are  faJcU 
naudy  and  canmt  Jhakt  off  the  yoke. — ^The  fertility  of  invention  will 
ever  outrun  the  promptitude  of  imitation,  and  the  levity  of  a  nation 
who  rejuvenate  ty cry  thing  at  home,  and  render  every  thing  abroad 
old'fajhioncd^  will  elude  the  jealoufy  and  foil  the  avidity  of  thofc 
who  would  attempt  to  counterfeit  her  productions,"  Hijt*  FhiL  ^ 
Pol,  volm  vii. 
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employs^  the  increafe  of  thefe  manufaiîlures  is  a  proof, 
not  only  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  hcyr  induflry,  but 
alfb;^of  her  agriculture. 

No  one  will  deny,  that  one  of  the  great  errors  of 
Ihe  old  government  of  France  was  that  of  facrificing 
agriculture  to  manufactures:  and  it  is  well  known^ 
that  in  order  to  encourage  the  latter,  they  procured,  at 
a  great  cxpenfe,  models  of  every  machine  that  abbre- 
viates and  accelerates  the  proccffes  of  the  arts.  Their 
fucceflbrs  of  the  prefent  day  are  confiantly  deploring- 
that  thefe  models,  of  which  Paris  boaûed  the  moft 
magnificent  coUeâion  in  the  univerfc,  have  been 
fufFercd,  through  grofe  ncgleft,  tp  fall  Xo  decay.  But 
in  lieu  of  thus  deploring,  the  lofs  of  their  models  as  an 
irreparable  lofs  *,  they  Ihould  rather  bewail  the  dé- 


*.  The  models  that  have  efcaped  the  early  ravages  of  the  revolu- 
tion are  rapidly  falling  to  pieces,  merely  in  confequeoce  of  the 
penury  of  the  fihauces,  which  denies  even  the  trifling  cxpenfe  re- 
quiûte  to  flop  their  further  decay.  Grégoire  obferved,  in  a  report 
made  by  him  in  May  1798,  that  "  the  Turn  nccefTary  to  keep  up 
the  confervatmy  of  arts  and  manufaâiircs  would  have  been  placed  at 
very  high  intereft  in  confeqiience  of  their  influence  on  the  national 
induftry^,'*  He  declared,  that  for  want  of  a  building  Jit  for  their 
reception^  that  immenfe  accumulation  of  invaluable  objets  could  not 
be  kept  in  reptUr  ;  ioflfted  that  a  delay  of  three  years  had  progreffively 
become  ^ftill  more  fatal,  aud  folicited,  but  in  vain,  for  the  very 
moderate  Aim  of  60,000  livres,  to  remove  all  thefe  ch^s-d' œuvre  from 
the  repojitory^  where  they  were  ruln^^  owing  to  their  being  heaped  one 
upon  another.    '  *  ' 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  this  fine  colleôîon  of  models  may  have 
Tuff^ercd/or  want  of  the  necejfary  funds ^  whether  to  beftow  on  them 
the  requifite  care,  or  to  enable  the  artifls  to  be  admitted  to  view 
hem  :  and  the  fame  will  inevitably  be  the  lot  of  the  chefs-d'œuvfe  of 
the  fine  arts  brought  from  Italy  to  Paris.  But  that  the  republican 
government  fhould  fufFer  a  rep)ofltory  fo  important  to  tFie  re-ejlablifli- 
mént  of  the  arts  to  go  to  decay  for  want  if  a  proper  building  for  their 
reception^  at  a  time  when  they  put  up  to  fale,  at  any  price,  the  vafl 
edifices  they  had  confifcated  within  the  walls  of  the  capîfâl  ;  or  that 
the  minifter  of  the  interior,  whofe  agents  do  not  occupy  iefs  than 
fojar  tr  five  thoufand  houfes  in  the  various  departments  Of  the  republic, 
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firuâîon  of  the  machines  thcmfelyes,  of  which  Rœ- 
dcrer  declares  an  îmmcnfe  number  have  fallen  to  ruin, 
fince  the  men  who  were  able  to  work  them  have  been 
forced  into  the  armies. 

.  It  may  be  argued,  perhaps,  that  thofe  artîfans  who 
have  furvived  the  chance  of  war,  will  be  Simulated 
by  neceffity  to  devote  a  larger  portion  of  time  and 
attention  to  their  work;  and  that  they  will  thus 
gradually  fupply,  by  their  affiduity  and  perfeverance, 
the  want  of  machinery  to  fhorteri  and  diminifli  their 
labour.  This  additional  induftry  and  exertion  are,  no 
doubt,  the  only  means  of  repairing  what  was  dc- 
ilrpyed  at  the  time  when  the  general  cry  was,*  ferijh 
the  arts  y  and  let  equality  prevail .  This  was  the  motive 
OÏ'  Echafîïriaux's  faying.  We  Mve  loft  much  during 
the  revolutimy  and  we  have  a  great  deal  to  create  anew. 
Such  was  the  advice  he  gave  his  colleagues  on  the 
1 8th  May  1798,  and  we  fhall  prefently  fee  what  ad- 
vantage they  have  derived  from  it. 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear^  they  doubled  the 
number  of  days  on  which  the  people  were  not  allowed 
to  work,  and  added  the  décadi  as  a  new  day  of  reft. 
The  apparent  objeâ  of  this  decree  was  to  fubflitute 
the  new  republican  annuaire  to  the  old  calendar  ;  but 
the  real,  though  concealed  intention,  was  ta  extir- 
pate the  Chriflian  religion,  which  inftitutes  the  feventh 
day  as  a  day  of  reft  and  of  divine  worfhip  ;  and 
hence  the  Directory  have  been  long  endeavouring  to 
changd  the  market-days,  and  fix  them  on  Sundays. 

would  not  devote  one  of  all.thefe  to  the  accommodation  of  the  con- . 
fervatories  of  trad&  and  manu&Aures,  is  truly  aftonifhUig,  and  ap- 
pears fcarcely  credible  ! 
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•  Géniffieux  could  not  fucceed  in  fèhâîonîng  this 
meafurc  as  a  law,  without  founding  the  alarm  againft 
thofe  who  peril  ft  ed  in  preferring  the  precepts  of  their 
religion  to  the  decrees  of  their  repréfentatives.— 
*'  Every  republican,"  faid  he,  *^  muft  be  fliocked  to 
obferve  the  fcandalous  perverfenefs  with  which  the 
trades-people  difplay  their  wares  for  fale  on  décadi 
in  the  flreets  of  Paris,  while  the  ihops  feem  to  be 
hermetically  fealed  on  làundays.  This  very  ftriking 
contraft  fhows  a  decided  contempt  for  the  law,  and 
this  contempt  ought  to  he /everefy  punijhedr  Thus 
fpoke  this  legiflator  on  the  6th  June  1798,  and  of 
courfe  obtained  a  decree  condemning  to  fine  and 
imprifonment  thofe  who  refift  the  order  to  make 
the  décadi  a  day  of  reft. 

We  may  boldly  venture  to  defy  the  oppreflbrs  of 
this  nation  to  caufe  their  decadis  to  triumph  over 
Sunday,  and  their  revolutionary  prjgies  over  the 
Chriftian  rites  and  ceremonies.  But  fliould ,  they 
attempt  to  compel  men  to  refl  onljr  on  the  tenth,  day, 
thefe  pretended  friends  of  the  poor  may  boaft  of 
having  overturned  one  of  the  inftitutions  moft  fa- 
vourable to  their  intereft  ;  becaufe,  while  it  forbids 
working,  on  the  feventh  day,  it  obliges  their  employers 
to  pay  them,  for  the  fix  days  labour,  a  fufRciehcy  for 
their  fupport  during  a  whole  week.  Thus  it  is  that 
thefe  philanthropic  legiflators  fulfil  their  promifes  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  poorer  clafles  ! 

Fortunately,  this  additional  violation  of  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  is  ^not  in  their  power.  Of  this 
they  were  fo  well  aware,  that  as  they  dared  not  to 
render  working  on  Sunday  obligatory,    they  have 
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limited  thcmfelveis  to  conftituting  it  a  fpecics  of  crime 
to  work  on  décadi.  And  as  the  IXrei5lory  will  rigor- 
oufly  enforfce  this  decree,  it  is]  very  probable  that  the  > 
décadi  will  be  obfcrved  by  conftraint,  efpecially  in 
the  great  manufaAuring  towns,  which  arc  more  im- 
mediately  under  the  notice  and  vigilance  of  the  po- 
lice *.     But  as  labour  is  voluntary,  and  the  majority 


*  One  of  thcfc  repreftntativcs  of  the  people  having  propofed  to 
declare  the  dccadi  the  only  day  of  reft^  Lucian  Buonaparte  oppofed 
this  propofal  as  an  inqurfitorml  meafure  unexampled  in  hjjiory, — ^*  When 
I  refer,"  faid  he,  "  to  the' codes  of  all  the  tyrants  and  ufurpers  that 
have  fucceffively  oppreflcd  mankind,  I  cannot  find  a  fingle  exnmple 
of  a  fimilar  violation  of  perfonal  and  individual  liberty." — When  his 
jcolleagues  perceived  that  this  youthful  deputy  was  fo  fcrupulous  of 
adding  this  la^w  to  the  code  of  their  ufurpations,  they  very  artfully 
leluded  his  vigilance,  by  only  propofing,  that  fliopkeepers  fliould  be 
obliged  to  open  their  {)iops  during  fair  and  tnarket  days.  Lucian 
Buonaparte  did  not  immediately  perceive  that  this  was  a  concealed 
mode  of  obli^ng  them  to  open  their  fhops  on  Sundays  :  perhaps, 
too,  he  was  not  aware  that  the  government  had  taken  great  pains  to 
fix  thefe  fairs  and  markets  on  the  days  called  in  the  decrees  the  pe* 
riodical  days  of  the  old  calendar.  Thus  amended,  the  decree  was 
pafled,  though  not  till  Lecointe  had  made  the  following  obferva- 
dons  :  '^  Âfk  any  man  which  is  the  firft  da^  of  the  week,  and  if  he 
fees  thp  fliops  ihut  up, .  he  will  tell'  you  immediately  that  it  is  evi- 
dently Sunday.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  a6t  towards  the  towns  as 
iuterefl  has  led  men  to  aâ  in  the  country,  even  in  thofe  parts 
where  fanaticifm  has  exercifed  her  moft  cruel  ravages.  From  tbofc 
very  country  places  1  am  juft  arrived  ;  and  even  there  the  market- 
days  being  fixed  on  Sunday? s,  have  caufed  their  ancient  folemnities 
to  be  negleded."  This  deputy,  however,  feemed  to  have  forgotten, 
that  a  few  days  before  his  colleague  Bonnaire  had  agreed,  that  the 
fupplitis  of  the  markets  had  been  prejudicedhy  thus  fixing  the  mark.et-days 
on  Sundays,  and  that  the  people  murmured  at  It.  But  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  pretended  to  be  the  dupes  of  the  above  defcribed 
impofture  of  Lecointe,  and  relented  fo  hx  as  to  pafs  to  the  order 
of  the  day  on  the  motions  of  feveral  members,  who  propofed  that 
licences  ihould  be  granted  only  to  thofe  who  took  an  oath  to.  keep 
their  (hops  open  on  Sundays  ;  or,  at  lead,  that  thofe  who  fliut  them 
lip  (lîould  be  deemed  to  have  left  of  bufinefs. 

The  commune  of  Ciotat  prefented^a  petition,  wherein  they  prq^ 
pofed,  "  that  thofe  who  made  other* days  of  reft  befides  dieadi^ 
jQiould  be  placed  in  the  clafs  of  the  ncky  and  flioUld  pay  double 
taxes,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor." 
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of  the  laborious  claffes  are  fcrupulouïlyattached  to 
the  principles  of  their  religion,  we  may  be  confident 
they  will  celebrate  the  décadi  to  avoid  puniihment, 
and  Sunday  to  fatisfy  their  confciences.  Such  is  the 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  mode  adopted  for  reducing 
the  price  of  wages,  repairi?ig  the  deftruftion  of  ma- 
chines ufed  in  manufaélures,  and  creating  a  great  deal 
anewj  by  punifhing  induftry  with  fines,  and  enaâ*- 
ing,  that  the  whole  French  nation  fliall  remain  idle 
thirty-fix  or  forty  days  more  than  their  rivals,  whom 
they  exhort  their  countrymen  to  excel  in  induftry ^  as 
they  furpafs  them  in  military  glory  and  political  liberty  *  / 
Scarcely  had  the  two  Councils  paffed  this  decree, 
when  the  niiniftçr  of  the  interior  addreflfed  an  oiien- 
fible  difpatch  to  bis  commifiTaries,  complaining  that 

Similar  petitions  had  already  been  prefented  before  the  revolution 
of  the  i8tn  Fru<^idor  ;  but  one  of  the  members  of  the  party  of  the 
moderates  oppofed  them,  and  caufed  them  to  be  rejected,  crying 
out,  Let  us  not  diflionour  the  décadt\  hy  making  it  a  day  ^^lOLENESSj 
but^  un  the  contrary ^  let  us  honwr  it  hy  rendering  it  commercial. 

We  may  judge  how  far  the  temper  of  the  times  is  changed,  by 
cafling  our  eyes  over  an  çirder  of  the  adnniQii^ration  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Cher,  which,  to  keep  pace  with  the  legiflators  who  have 
fucceeded  Pichegru,  lately  prohibited  the  farmers  from  publicly' 
purfuing  their  work  on  t/ie  days  appointed  by  law  for  days  (f  rejl.  And 
although  they  have  transferred  to  the  municipal  officers  the  power  of 
granting  difpenfations  which  formerly  refided  in  •  the  curates,  they 
recommend  to  them  "  to  grant  thefe  only  for  a  lingle  day,  and 
when  they  are  aiTured  that  the  petitioners  have  noifufpended  their 
labours  on  certain  days  of  the  decade  deftined  to  the  feajis  of  any 
religion  whatfoevei\\*  Thus  we  perceive,  that  under  pretext  of  ren- 
dering all  their  republican  inftitutions  co-wrdinate^  the  legiflative  body, 
the  Direétory,  and  their  commiflkries  in  the  departments,  '  have  gra- 
dually prohibited  labour  even  to  farmers  ;  and  introduced  in  the  code. 
of  the  Great  Nation  the  very  prohibition  which  L.  Buonaparte  could 
not  find  in  the  codes  of  all  the  tyrants  and  iifurpers  that  have  fuccejpvelj. 
^prejfed  mankinds 

*  See  Lauflkt's  fpeech. 

^  4 


(    ai6    ) 

a  great  numher  of  hands  were  idle,  and  intimating  that 
they  ought  to  he  employed. 

This  confeffion,  from''  fuch  a  quarter,  is  the  more 
remarkable^  as  a  few  weeks  before  he  had  ereéled  a 
temple  to  Indujlry  *  at  Paris,  at  the  opening  of  which 
he  had  himfelf  oiKciated,  and  declared  to  thofe  who 
were  prefent,  "  that  indujlry  had  acquired  new  energy  ; 
that  i^r^w^^  was  covered  with  the  effets  of  its  exertions  ^ 
that  it  had  vanquifiied  every  ohjlacle  ;  and  that  the  fa- 
cred  fire  of  emulation  had  conftantly  increafed  thefphere 
of  its  aélivity. — Reckon  up,"  faid  he,  "  the  innu- 
nierable  manufaRories  that  have  fprung  up  in  the  midft 
of  ftorms,  and  even  where  great  profped^s  of  fuccefe 
were  not  held  out,  and  be  convinced  that  the  riches 
of  the  people  are  a  neceflary  confequencc  of  the 
eftabliihment  of  libekty  !" 

It  is  obfervable,  that  literary  vanity  induced  this 
flatefman  to  infert  in  all  the  daily  papers  this  eloquent 
invitation  to  his  countrymen  to  reckon  up  their  in- 
numerable manufactories.  It  is  alfo  obfervable,  that 
thefe  very  journals  had  already  anticipated  his  invita- 
tion, and  publiihed  the  enumeration  which  he  thus 
ventured  to  provoke:    *'  out  o(  eighteen  thoufand 

*  This  temple,  which  is  open  on  every  fide,  fays  the  account  of 
It,  IS  deligned  for  the  exhibition  of  models  of  French  induftry.  This 
exhibition  is  to  be  held  every  year  on  the  feftivai  of  the  foundation 
of  the  republic  ;  and  the  models  are  to  be  examined  by  a  /«ry,  who 
will  decide  ivhether  they  are  calculated  '  to  do  honour  to  the  national 
induftry  of  France.  This  jury  has  already  entered  on  its  office,  and 
their  firft  aft  was,  \o  announce  to  France,  that  the  time  is  arrived 
when  Jhe  tptll  he  emancipated  from  her  fervttude  to  the  induftry  of  her 
neighbour  s  y  and  that  throughout  the  empire  the  arts  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  fciences,  and  are  hurfting  from  that  fiamrfid  routine  wkick  ijtie 
charaâeriftic  of  Jlavery^  &C.  .         ' 
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looms  formerly  kept  at  work  at  Lyons  in  17  8S,  we 
can  now  fcarcely  reckon  three  thouiand  *  /' 

It  is  further  obfervable,  that  the  fame  journals  in 
which  the  miniûer  caufed  this  inauguration  fpeech 
to  be  inferted,  contained  a  very  circumftantial  report 
of  the  Deputy  Aubert  on  the  fame  fubjeét,  in  which 
we  find  the  following  ientence  :  *^  Our  manufa6lures 
have  experienced  ihocks^  the  effeûs  of  which  have 
been  fenfibly  felt  by  the  agriculture  even  of  the  pro- 
vinces in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  were 
fituated/' 

Laftly,  it  is  obfervable,  that  this  minifterial  quack 
fent  a  circular  letter  to  the  departmental  adminiftra- 
tions,  in  which  he  reprcfents  induftry,  commerce,  and 
manufadures,  as  the  real  fources  of  public  profperity. 
He  exprefsly  charges  them  to  hrvejiigate  the  caufes  of 
their  ftagnation^  and  recommends  them  to  "  make  the 
people  perceive  in  what  high  eftimation  agriculture  is 
held  by  the  French,  fince  it  is  diiiinguifhed  by  a 
national  feaft.  You  will  take  this/'  faid  he,  *'  for 
your  text^  to  prove  the  great  difference^  in  this  refped, 
between  the  advantages  of  a  republican  and  a  mo- 
narchical  government  \y 


*  Clef  du  Cabinet^  No.  SS^.   .  . 

f  See  the  Supplement  to  the  Moniteur  of  the  i  ith  October  1798, 
No#'20.  See  alfo  that  of  the  2d  Odober,  containing  another  dif* 
patch,  addreflfed  to  the  departments  by  the  fame  François  de  Neuf- 
château,  at  the  time  when  information  arrived  in  France,  that  the 
Americans,  provoked  by  the  depredations  committed  on  their  trade, 
by  the  indemnities^  the  recantatims^  the  loans^  and  the  douceurs^  which 
the  republican  Talleyrand  demanded  from  their  ambafladors  of 
peace,  had  declared  themfelves  exonerated  from  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  1778.  It  is  Well  known,  that  by  this  treaty  the  merchants  of 
France  enjoyed  many  peculiar  and  exclufive  advantages.  To  confole 
them  for  thefe  lofles,  the  colleague  of  that  minifler  addreflèd  them 
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As  tbcle  two  papers,  which  may  he  confidered  as 
official,  were  cotemporary  with  the  law  of  confcrip- 
tion,  which  tore  from  the  farmers   and   handicraft 
tradefmen  their  only  fons,  Whether  their  terms  of  ap- 
prenticcfliip  were  expired  or  '  not,  they  were  truTy 
worthy  to  be  ranked  among  the  numerous  decrees  by 
which  the  prefent  legiflators  of  France  feem  to  have 
undertaken  the  talk  of  preventing  the  revival  of  pro- 
ductive labour,    and  completing  the  ruin  of  thofe 
few  manufaftures  that  have  efcaped  the  eruptions  of 
the  revolutionary  volcano» 

The  difcuffion  I  have  here  entered  into  may,  per- 
haps, to  fome  readers  appear  tedious;  but  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjedl  required  a  minute  attention  to 
all  its  circumftances.  If  we  take  the  trouble  to 
compare  what  has  been  faid  with  the  chapter  whereia 
M.  Neeker  has  proved,  by  authentic  documents,  that 
even  at  the  period  when  the  mandfaflures  of  France 
were  in  their  moft  flourifhing  fiatc,  the  whole 
amount  of  her  exports,  whether -in  manufaélured 
{joods^  or  the  produce  of  her  own  foil  (exclufive 
of  that  of  her  colonies),  was  not  fufficient  to  balance 
the  value  of  her  imports  ;  if  we  recoiled  that  M. 
Neeker  computed  this  deficit  at  five  millions  of  livres, 
Ech^ffcriaux  at  feventeen,  and  Perree  at  thirty,  we 
fhall  readily  perceive,  what  a  labyrinth  of  diflicullies 


to  the  following  efFçél  ;  "  Soon  will  new  treaties  of  çojnmerce  with 
other  allied  powers  open  new  markets  to  our  commodities;  fooa 
will  thofe  commpditics  be  conveyed  with  increafing  facility  on 
roads  and  canals^  which  will  be  repaired  or  opened  fucceffively 
between  every  part  of  the  territory  of  prance."  Such  is  the  efift-on- 
tery  of  the  men  into  whofe  power  the  revolution  has  precipitate^ 
tjiat  unfortunate  natign}  fuçh  are  the  fuccelfors  of  the  worthy 
jilaleflierbes,  whom  it  has  led  to  the  fcafFold  ! 
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the  French  are  about  to  incur,  to  fupply  the  void 
occaiioned  by  the  annihilation  of  their  manufaélures, 
and  pay  for  the  raw  materials  which  are  to  them 
indifpenikbly  necefFary.  Nor  can  I  difcdver  that  they 
have  any  other  profpeft  before  them,  than  that  of  a 
long  feries  of  idipoverifhment,  which  will  at  length 
reduce  them,  by  the  privations  to  which  it  will  una- 
voidably expofe  them,  to  fupply  the  whole  of  their  home 
confumption  themfelves.  But  till  that  period  arrive, 
how  can  we  explain  the  affertion  of  their  governors, 
who  have  dared  to  declare  to  all  France,  that  her  r^- 
fources  are  entirey  while  thefe  very  mjçn  have,  by  means 
of  their  paper-circulation,  their  maximum,  and  their 
requifitions,  devoured  by  the  war,  and  for  the  war, 
all  the  capitals  over  which  they  have,  been  able  to, 
extend  their  rapacious  hands,  and  have  îtvKà  and 
diffipated,  in  rapid  fucceffion,  all  thofe  they  could 
dîfcovèr,  from  the  diamonds  of  the  crown  to  the  en- 
dowments of  hofpitals — from  the  chufch-plate  to  the 
iron  of  the  railing;s,  and  even  the  leaden  coiGns  of 
the  dead! 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Of  th  prefent  Slate  of  Commerce  in  France. 

W  E  are  now  to  treat  of  the  foreign  trade  carried 
on  by  France,  in  exchanging  that  p^rt  of  her 
own  commodities  which  fhe  can  fpare  for  thofe  of 
other  countries  of  which  ihe  flands  in  need.  Wc 
have  already  feen,  that  before  the  revolution  the 
French  had  not  only  enough  to  pay  for  thefe  im- 
ports, but  that  they  received  an  annual  balance 
of  feventy  millions,  which  they  derived  entirely 
from  their  colonial  produce.  We  have  feen,  that 
by  the  cuftom'-houfe  books  of  1787  it  appears^ 
that  at  that  period  of  unparalleled  profperity^  ex- 
clufive  of  their  colonial  commodities^  the  importa- 
tions of  European  France  amounted  to  230  millions, 
and  her  exports  to  only  200.  '  The  Deputy  Perree, 
when  quoting  thefe  bpoks  before  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  added,  *^  that  they  evidmtly  proved^  that 
it  was  merely  the  produce  of  the  colonies  that  had  fo 
ilrongly  inclined  the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 
France*." 


*  His  report  may  te  feen  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  12th  February 
1797  ;  and  in  that  of  the  17th  April  following  we  fee,  that  the  very 
man  who  had  thus  evidently  proved  the  above  pofition,  boldly  afcended 
the  tribune  to  pronounce  the  following  prophecy  :  "  Commerce 
already  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  France  fhall  be  the  maga- 
zine, the  manufactory,  and  the  emporium  of  the  world.  Her  genbrofity 
and  fidelity  to  her  treaties  of  commerce  and  of  peace,  will  attach  to 
her  thofe  nations  who  had  already .  yielded  their  admiration  to  her 
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When  weconfider  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  i*d* 
maining  colonics,  and  the  impoflibility  of  cultivating 
with  fucccls  thofc  which  England  may  confcnt  to 
rcftore  to  France,  all  that-  fhe  can  expeâ:,  for  iboie 
years  after  this  refiitution^  is,  to  receive  enough  pro- 
duce  from  the  colonies  to  fupply.  her  home  confump- 
tion.  But  as  the  exchange  of  her  other  commodities 
formerly  left  her  an  annual  debt  of  fome  millions,  it 
remains  to  be  confidered  how  much  this  unfavourable 
balance  muft  have  increafed  lince  the  manufadlurers 
have  been  totally  ruined,  who  annually  exported  td^ 
the  amount  of  150  millions  in  iilks,  cambrics,  lavvns^ 
cloths,  ferges,  camlets,  druggets,  galoons,  embioide* 
lies,  laces,  ftockings,  hats,  gloves,  fans^  millinery^ 
hooks,  tapcSary^  watches^  jewels,  plate-glafs,  rich 
furniture*,  &ç* 

It  will  no  doubt  be  faid,  that  if  France  is  obliged 
to  purchafe  of  other  nations  a  part  of  thoib  articles 
of  clothing  with  which  Ihe  formerly  ftij^lied  them, 
her  importation  of  the  raw  materials  (he  ufed  to  take 
from  them  will  now  proportionably  diminifh  ;  that 
ihe  will  now  have  no.  occaûon  to  purchafe  their  iilks, 
of  which  her  imports  formerly  amounted  to  twenty-^ 
fbven  milHcMis  annually;  and  that  ihe  will  aél  as  a 
nation  of  limited  refources,  and  revive  her  manu- 


▼iftories."  A  few  months  before  this,  Citizen  Fontanes,  when 
opening  the  central  fchools  of  the  department  of  Paris,  had  pro- 
mifed  to  the  new  republte  "  every  fpecies  of  ^/ory,  ofj>owerj  and  of 
profperity  ;  the  martial  virtue  of  the  Romans,  the  fcience  of  the 
Athenians,  and* the  commerce  of  the  Carthaginians  !" 

*  See  vol.  ii.  c*  3.  of  M.  Necker's  work  on  th  Adminiftration  qf 
the  Finances. 
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ùâorîes  by  prohibiting  tlie  importation  of  any  fo-* 
leign  articles. 

This  plan,  however,  is  pregnant  with  many  un- 
jforefeen  difficulties;  for,  however  rick  that  country 
may  pretend  to  be  in  internal  reCourccs,  Ihe  depends 
€n  her  neighbours  for  many  raw  materials,  which 
are  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  her  ;  particularly  for 
iron,  wool,  hemp,  flax,  cotton,  tin,  lead,  copper,  fea- 
coal,  timber,  mails,  pitch  and  tar,  tobacco,  fpices, 
drugs,  and  even  oils.  Thefe  are  far  from  being 
mere  objedks  of  luxury  or  caprice,  like  moft  of  thofe 
exported  from  France  ;  they  are  truly  articles  of  firft 
Bcceffity. 

We  do  not  here  take  notice  of  the  importations  of 
'  corn,  cattle,  and  fait  ptovifions,  becaufb  fuch  is  the 
depopulation  of  the  towns  of  France,  that  it  may 
Be  fuppofed  fhe  will  be:  able  to  fupply  the  whole  of 
her  eonfumption,  and  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  pro* 
du6lion  of  her  own  foil.  But  what  will  then  remain 
to  be  exchanged  againft  all  the  various  fpecies  of 
raw  materials  enumerated  above  ?  Only  wines,  bran- 
dies, and  liqueurs  (of  which  the  exports  formerly 
amounted  to  thirty-five  or  forty  millions)  ;  nearly  the 
lame  amount  in  cambrics^,  lawnsy  gauzes,  filk  fiock» 
ings,  thin,  woollen  cloth,  books,  millinery,  jewel tery, 
embroidery,  and  the  fmaller  articles  of  furniture. 
But  it  is  very  doubtful,  whether  within  a  few  years 
all  thefe  objets  united  will  pay  fotr  more  than  half 
the  raw  materials  of  which  France  will  ftand  in  need, 
and  the  foreign  goods  which,  notwithftanding  the 
rigilance  of  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  will  be  im-. 
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lotted  in  contraband,  tintil  her  own  manufaâures 
become  equal  both  in  quality  and  cheapnefs  to  thofb 
of  Great  Brita.in  and  Germany. 

Doubtlefe  the  impoverifhment  of  the  French  will 
difable  them  for  a  long  time  from  paying  a  very  large 
tribute  to  foreign  nations  j  but  they  will  be  unable-to 
diminifh  it,  ej^cept  by  limiting  their  enjoyments  and 
reducing  their  marine,  for  the  provifioniftg  of  which 
they  formerly  paid  nearly  twenty-five  millions  an- 
nually to  the  north  of  Europe.  Then  will  they  at 
laft  regret  tbeir  numerous  privations  ;  then  will  the 
moft  deplorable  ilale  of  weakneis  fucceed  to  that 
paroxyfm  of  febrile  delirium  which  the  ignorant  herd, 
of  the  people  even  now  confider  as  fymptoms  of  fu- 
pernatural  ftrçngth.  The  period,  however,  is  not 
diftant^  \^^hen  the  nation  will  awaken  from  their 
dream  :  nay,  we  may  almoft  fay  it  is  already  arrived, 
if  we  attend  to  the  following  reflexion,  which  the 
emergency  of  the  public  affairs  forced  from  Vil* 
lers  on  the  3d  December  1797  ;  ^^  Let  us  examine,** 
faid  he,  "  the  real  ïituation  of  our  trade  and  manu- 
faâures.  Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  afford  us 
much  medium  of  exchange.  Hence  it  r^ults^  that 
Frapce  is  ivfenfihly  drained  of  her  fpecie  to  pay  for  the 
colonial  commodities  fhe  confumes.*' 

To  give  a,  complete  view  of  this  refuh,  and  of  tljc 
lifl  of  purchafes  which  infenfibly  dram  Frame  of  her 
fpecie,  Villers  ought  to  have  fpoken  of  the  raw  ma- 
terials whic^h  have  never  been  produced  in  France, 
and  the  clothing  Ihe  bias  ceafed  to  manufadure  :  we 
Ihould  then  have  feen,  that  at  prefent  thefe  three 
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ôbjeAs  mud  turn  the  antiual  balance  of  trade  agaînft 
her  to  the  amount  of  nearly  loo  millions: 

Long  before  this  Ipeech  of  ViHers,  and  during  the 
debates  which  enfued  tfpon  the  fall  of  Robefpierre, 
Ozan  exprcffed  himfelf  with  lets  referve,  when  hé 
faid,  "  All  the  powers  of  ignorance  and  barbarifnt 
have  been  combined  to  annihilate  commerce,  thstt 
moft  abundant  fource  of  the  profperity  of  Franôé  $ 
and  a  year  of  crimes  has  deftroyed  all  the  elements  of 
our  ancient  fplendour."*  "Bourdon  added,  that  they 
had  e'pery  thing  now  to  create  anew^  every  thing  to  build 
anew  J  aiid  every  thing,  to  repair. 

,  W e  may  recolleft,/ that  even  in  England  many 
very  fenfible  perfons  doubted  the  truth  of  thefe  decla^ 
matdry  confeffions.  We  mufl  alfo  remember,  that  i^ 
convînce'rtié' world  they  were  mere  idle  declamations, 
the  mihifîef  Ramel,  when'  with  much  parade  he  af- 
fembled  the.  commercial  deputies,  delivered  that  cele- 
brated ipeech,  in  which  he  congratulated  them  oîi 
being  placed  in  the  centre  of  communication  between  the 
two  worlds.  *'  The  opening  of  the  Scheldt,*'  faid  he, 
*'  wilt  bring  back  to  Antwerp  the  commerce  of  the 
North.  Dunkirk  is  the  emporium  of  the  weftern  and 
northern  oceans  ;  Rouen,  Nantes,  Bourdeaux,  and 
Bayonne,  of  the  hew  world;  Marfeilles  that  of  the 
Eaû;  and.Touloufe  begins  already  fo  difcover  the 
advantages  of  her  happy  pofition.  The  inland  trade 
carried  on  there  will  foon  receive  the  tributary  pro- 
duâions  of  the  two  great  feas  that  wafii  our  coafts. 
Our  towns  are  placed  in  the  moft  advantageous  fitua- 
tions,  and  the  whole  world  confider  their  inhabitants 
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as  their  maftets  m  invention,  and  as  their  models  in  the 
art  of  improving  on  thofe  of  others.  Citizerts,  let  us  rc- 
fleâ  that  this  is  the  epocha,  the  critical  epocha,  when 
our  manufaélures  and  our  commerce  itiufl  either  ad- 
•vancc  with  rapid  firides,  or  be  totally  annihilated.  If  we 
delay  but  a  little  longer  ;  if  we  do  not,  with  a  grand 
and  vigorous  exertion,  overcome  the  obftacles  we 
have  been  defiring  to  furmount  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  revolution,  we  fhall  remain  far  behind  our 
rivals,  and  fliall  fall  infcnfibly  into  languor  and 
difcouragement.  When  the  vigors  of  Jemappcisi,  of 
Fleurus,  and  of  the  Rhine,  will  one  day  return  from 
the  field  of  glory,  they  will  find  no  objeâs  on  which 
to  employ  their  induftry,  and  after  aftonifliihg  all 
Europe  with  their  brilliant  achievements,  they  will 
difturb  their  mother  country  with  their  unfroduéHvè 
reftlejfnefs. — It  depends  on  our  own  choice,  whether 
we  are  to  become  the  Jirft  of  nations,  or  fink  intp 
the  conditioh  of  the  moft miferàbhy''  &c. 

The  deputies  to  whom  he  adcirefled  this  confulie4 
and  pompous  mixture  of  truth  and  impofture,  replied, 
that  the  choice  he  propofed  to  them  was  no  longer 
in  the  power  of  the  French,  and  that  they  were  con- 
jdemned  to  the  wretched  alternative  of  becpming  iht 
mqft  mforahle  of  nations.  They  frankly  reproached  the. 
government  and  the  legiflature  with  the-  defferaic 
fituation  of  the  manufadlurers,  of  whom  the  new 
mandats  had  completed  the  ruin.  ^^  The  hopes,"  added 
they,  '^  of  the  future  do  not  efface  the  remembrance 
of  the  paft,  or  the  feeling  of  the  prefent.  The  cf- 
Ifeéls  of  anarchy  ftill  prefe  with  their  full  weight  on 
the  CQixuDerce  of  France,  which  drags  it/elf  along 

Q 


(      22,6      ) 

fimi^fi  i//  a%m  ruim.    Her  ca^tak  dre  cîtber  âiffiçate^ 
j^t  buried  }  ber  manulaacories  are.ihut  up  y  ber  exter^ 
ml  connexions  are  anuihxlatëd/' 
.    How  mach  more  depreiSng  a  piâure  migbt  they 
liave  drawi^,  îf^  in  reply  to  all  the  extravagancies, 
of  Ramel  relative  to  the  conqueft  of  Antwerp^  and 
of  tbe  commerce  of  the  Norfh  ^,  they  had  âated  faéls 
which  would  have  proved  the  dreadfully  milbrablc 
iituation  of  the  two  prmcipal  ports  to  which  he  ha(} 
dared  thus  to  direél  their  attention.  What  a  wretched 
fall  has  Bourdeaux  experienced,  of  which  it  might 
be  juûly  laid,  ten  years  a^^  that  it  laid  the  old  and 
the  new. world  under  contribution  !  whereas  it  can 
now  no  longer  pay  either  the  expenfe  of  lighting  its 
port,  or  the  falaries  of  the  ofikera  indifpenfably  re- 
quifite  to  its  police -|-.     As  to  Marfeilles,  that  city, 

■*  -f    ■  W      •  '  ■■       ■     I     !■       ■         ■■      I  ■     ,111       —     .-       ^    ■.,.■,       ^  -.,.11  —I  I      .        »     II/.       .^  ,^ 

*  Among  other  fa£ls  they  might  have  referred  him  to  the  regifters 
^  the  SdUAd  ëéea,  fince  in  the  whole  of  the  year  1 796  ;  and  even  at 
the  aera  when  this  niiniiler  congratulated  the  republic  with  having 
*'  cprttiuere J  the  commerce  of  the  North/*  not  a  fingle  J'rench  ihip 
isà  pa^d'the  Soufid^  although  445  j  £ngUfh  veileis  had  entemi  the 
Bfilticy  or  one  fifth  more  than  in  1 790. 

t  ^^  P^ge  1Ô3  §  of  my  laft  work,  I  extracted  the  report  of  L^ 
Broufte  on  the  mifery  or  the  department  of  the  Gironde,  and  the 
decline  of , the  city  of  Bourdeaux.  This  report  was  followed  by  a  no 
fefs  rèmarikabfe  addr-efs  of  the  admâniftrators  of  that  city.  Wlifle 
cangratulating  tHe  legidativc  body  on  the  memorable  revolution  of 
the  18th  Fruâidor,  they  took  that  p^pportunity  to  declare,  "  that  one 
of  the  means -to  ikeilitate  a  fahttary  mgilance  over  the  enemies  of  the 
countr?)  and  over  thieves  and  aâàffîns,  was  to  light  up  that  populous. 
city  with  lamps  ;  but  t;hat  it  is  impoffible  to  employ  againft  thefc 
depraved  and  Crafty  beih|s  fo  aâive  a  police  as  ±e  law  and  their  im- 
morality demand,  becaule  for  nine  months  pafl  its  adminiflrators 
have  been  itnable  to  pay  the  commîflaries  and  inferior  agents  of  the 
police."— It  is  to  be  obferved  that  a  year  after,  Perrin,  deputy  for  that, 
department,  again  declared,  "  that  thefe  commiflaries  had  received  no 
pay  during  eighteen  months,  and  that  thé  good  intentions  of  the  Di- 
rectory h^  l^en  totally  ineffe£tual."  Such  is,  at  this  day,  the  fitu- 
atioa  of  Bourdeaux^  which,  ten  years  f[nce,,held  the  firft  rank  among^ 
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which  wa&  once  fd  opi>l€if>t^  bas>  dudûg  ibë  kft  five 
yeâfs,  been  the  principal  theatre  of  the  coavulfioris 
aad'  aflaffinatioBs  that  have  deluged  the  fouth  of 
France  with  blood. f  H^ever  perhaps  have  mankind 
belidd  a  morje  dreadfol  contrail  than  that  exhibited 
by  the  prefent  tnaiftivity  of  its  inhabitants  compared 
with  their  fojrmer  induflry .  During  the  two  years,  when 
Ei^knd  abandoned  the  Mediterranean  fea^,  they 
might  furely  have  recovered  the  Levant  trade  :  but 
Laporte  has  acknowledged  that  England  has  now 
tahm  pojfejfton  of  /V  5'  that  the  French  having  inanu'<* 
faiSured  their  cloths  without  method  and  dijcrimnatimù^ 
have  been  reduced  to  merely  gleaning  after  their  rival»  j 
and  that  the  impofifions  cotnmitted  in  the  manvrfac-^ 
tu  res  of  Lyons,  have  brought  their  commodities  into 
difcrêdit. 


all  the  coimneicial  cities  of  Eurâpe,  London  and  Âmflerdsim  ex^ 
cepted  !.. 

Toulonfe,  which,  though  inferior  to  Bourdeaux  in  opulence,  had 
acquired,  confîderâble  riches  hy  becoming  the  emporium  ofycommur 
nication  between  the  two  feas,  has  fulrcred  a  flill  more  Complete 
ruin  than  even  Bou-rdeaux  itfetf.  Her  adminiftrators  do  not  con- 
fine themfelves  to  folicking  the  means  of  lighting  the  town  :  they 
aik  for  pecuniary  aids  or  loans,  which  they  reprefent  as  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  left  the  patience  of  the  nurfes  of  foUH<flings  ftiould  be  ex* 
Jiauftçd,  and  to  prevent  their  bringing  the  children  back  to  the  hof- 
pital.  "  That  city,"  faid  Def&em,  on  the  21ft  June,  "  pof- 
feflèd  a  revenue,  befoi^e  the  revolution,  of  more  than  400,000  livres  5 
whereas  now  the  moft  rigid  economy  cannot  preferve  them  from  a 
^ficit  of  173,929  livres.  Since  the  month  of  Ventdfe  (Feb.  1798) 
the  public  functionaries  have  received  no  part  of  their  inconfiderable 
falaries  ;  the  lighting  of  the  town  has  been  diminifhed,  and  is  on  the 
point  or  being  fupprefled  ;  the  police  is  wholly  inaftive  ;  and  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  public  fervice  fufFer  by  this  penury.  Your 
committee  propofes  to  put  a  flop  to  this  alarming  lituation,  by  em- 
pcmifftng  liiat  cilv  to  borrow  1 00^00  livres  on  its  own  fecurity/* 
This  fiower  was  Vcfufed,  becaufe  a  loan  to  a  city  being  taken  from 
pcrfôns  confribntfng  to  the  nationaf  taxes  w^ould  have  diminifhed 
the  receipts  of  the  public  treafury. 
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What  Could  they  now  carry  to  thft  various  ports  of 
the  levant  bcfidcs  a  few  commodities  fttom  the  Weft 
Indies  ?  and  thefe  mufi:  be  procured  from  |he  Eiiglifh» 
of  whom  they  would  become  the  retailers.  Even 
were  the  pcjqrts  pCJConfiantinople»  Smyrna^  and  Alex:^ 
andria  opened  to  prance»  the  defiru<5lion  of  her  ma* 
nufaflories  has  precluded  her  from'enjoying  that  trade 
for  a  long  feries  of  years  yet  to  come,  though  it  was 
the  more  valuable  to  France,  inafmuch  as  it  con- 
iiiled  of  the  purchase  of  raw  materials,  particularly 
cotton,  filk,  and  wool,  and  the  re  exportation  of 
them  «in  a  manufaâured  ôate.  Neither  can  the  re* 
public  fpare  any  of  her  fubjeéls»  except  foldiprs,  to 
carry  on  that  branch  of  trade.  Yet;  fcarcely  had  i4s 
troops  taken  pofleilion  of  Malta^  while  at  peace  with 
that  iiland,  before  the  fouthern  departments  ferioufly 
imagined  themfelves  pollèfied  of  an  exchfivt  trade  to 
the  Levant  :  as  if  the  mere  occupation  of  a  military 
poftin  the  middle  of  the  fea  were  fufficient  to  infure 
to  its  commanders  the  whole  traffic  of  the  furrounding 
ihores  !  or  as  if  Gibraltar  alone,  and  not  the  manu* 
faélories  of  Exeter,  of  Mancheftfer,  and  of  Sheffield» 
fecured  the  markets  of  Spain  to  the-  Englifh. 

Can  it  be  believed  that  only  a  few  weeks  after  the 
commercial  deputies  had  thus  confounded  the  minifter 
of  finances,  the  minifler  of  the  interior  joined  him, 
and  by  a  ftroke  of  his  pen  gave  the  lie  to  att  their  af- 
fertions  ?  ^o  do  this^  it  was  fufficient  to,publiih  a 
fummary  of  the  cujiom-houfe  hooks  of  the  imports  and 
exports,  which  he  pretended  to  have  kept  during  the 
year  iv.  and  by  means  of  which  he.  oertified  that  they 
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amounted  to  386  millions  ;  and  that^  having  invefli- 
gated  the  balance^  he  bad  found  the  refult  only  three 
ntilUbfis  agamfi  France,  ttoiwithjianding  the  ivar. 

This  rejiilt  was  hi  frôrii  according  with  the  rcgifter 
which  Dupont  pretended,  oft  his  part,  to  have  kept, 
mid  which  he  depoïited  in  the  G)Uncil  of  Elders, 
Wîiere'by  he  proved- that  in  each  of  the  three  preced- 
Itig  years,  ^00  millions  of  livres  had  been  exported 
in  ipcfcie  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  foreign  trade  againfî 
France.  But  though  he  declared  that  this  exportation 
^?is  eonfitmed  by  authentic  docwftmts\  yet  it  is  more 
than  doubtful  whether  his  authentic  documents  de- 
fcrve  more  credit  than  the  pretended  regifter  of  the 
minifter  of  fhd  interior. 

How  indeed  would  it  have  been  poffible  to  keep  a 
ifegiiler  of  the  itnports,  at  a  time  when  the  cuflom- 
hbuiës  were  cither  fopprefled  or  thrown  into  confu- 
fion,  when  fcarcely  any  cxifled  upon  the  frontiers, 
atid  when  the  army-contraâors  purchafed  in  Switzer* 
land,  in  Grermany,  at  Hamburg,  and  in  London,  im^ 
menfe  quantities  of  drapery  which  were  imported, 
dutyfree^  as  the  Direftory  thcmfeives  have  acknow- 
ledged ?  '       ' 

Thiis  finding^  themfelves  furprifed  and  forced  into 
this  cqnfeffion,  they  readily  perceived  that  if  they 
ventured  again  to  fpeak  of  cuftom  houfe  boioiks,  fomc 
too  credulous  deputies  might  demand  their  publication. 
They  thought  it  more  convenient  to  anticipate  tîiem, 
by  forînally  denouncing  the  Englifh  minifier,  on  the 
6th  Jahuary  1798,  as  having  dreamed  of  the  total 
vaxn  of  the  commerce  of  France,  and  as  having  in^ 
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jultingly  ioafieà  tbat  Hct  imports  and  exports  did  not 
exceed  400  millione  *. 


.*  *  In  this  prodtcmation  of  the  Dirèffory  t<S  the  Frefich  fiattoAy  they 
reproach  the  Englifl^rminifter  wjith  having^  jboafled  that  tKe  \taç6jrt$ 
and  exports  of  %x^^2inà  QXceedAd  fe'iien  milliards  (280  roiUions  fterlixig). 
.  Had  any  ouftorHihouic  clerk,  or  other  fcribbler  in  London,  ad- 
yjuiced  fo  extr^agaf^t  pa  abfurdjty,  jCv^ry  reader  of  ai  newcfpaperr- 
would  have  been  able  iiiftantiy  to  refute  the  afTertion,  the  abftra^ls  of 
the  cuftomrhoBfc  i)odk6  being  annually  piifblifhed  ;  and  though,  their 
vacations  ot  goods  may  nqt  he  acçjpra.te,  dr^y  intelligent  ^d  lyell- 
informed  man"  con'fiders  them  as  a  very  infl:ru(^ive  and  valuable  dpcu- 
i^ent,  whereby  to  judge  v^bethcr  the  indiiidiy  of  the  opuntry  il  pro- 
greffive,  flationary,  or. retrograde.       . 

By  the  cuftom-hoiife  books  of'  1796,.  it  appeared  that  tKè  imports 
amounted  to  aji, 749,476/.  fterlv9g,,9ivJ  tb^e  exports  to  30^314,7418/., 
which  is  fhort  of  a  milliard  and  a  half  of  livres  ;  and  the  pretended 
boafling  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  making, this  reprefeirtation  wss-tfierely  Com- 
paring it  with  antecedent  years,  to  pro:(^e,thjat,  ^n  iJfEjjU  ^i  i^i^é^g  ^ 
diminution,  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  had  confiderably  increaietf 
during  tfce  i^ar.'v.  '  ^ '.  *.*..'.        '>   .  *    > 

We  mull  never  forget  that  thefc.vaJ,uatiQjjs  ^^  i3iadç.onp||djeiJiraate& 
of  prices,  which  have  long  ceafeid  to 'be  the  true  market-prices  of  the 
goods;  aad  tie  corfc<5lipns  b^gpij  in: thé  year  J7J98c;to>iir,rthat  to 
learn  the  true  value  of  that  part  of  the^exports  which  cpnpfts  in  do* 
Hleftic  manufeâùrés,  we  muft  add  about  feven  tendis  to' tiiearti'ount 
which  sçpears  on  the  books.  ;  ;  _    .     ■  j;    /•;  ;':,,;/   .' 

With  regard  to  the  imports,  befides  tbe  amount  of  th^_coutraband 
trade,  many  articles-  appear  on  the  debtor  fide  ^'hich  ought*'  to  ha:  oiî 
the  creditor;  ^s  for  inftance,  colonial xomrnodities,  and  thç  pfpduc^ 
of  the  fiiheries  ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  thefe  oniiffior>s 
OQ  the  one  fide,  and  reduplications  on  the  4^ther,  mufl  add.to  the 
difficulty  of  developing  the  true  annual  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 
England. 

Mr.  Irving,  ihjfpcjfter-gjpnernl  of  thepMiloms,  ot*3 xjf  tlie beû-in- 
formed  men  on  this  fubjeél  in  Europe,  has  made  fome  very  fkilful 
ijefearches  to  correél  the  numerous  errors  m  the  books  6f  the'cuftom- 
hoyfc,  both  inwards,  and  outwards:.  ,The  refult  of  his  calçfilatioi^ 
*  ÎS,  that  the  annual  balance  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  ha^  been  about 
ieven  millions  fterling  ia  each  of  the*  years  1793,  4,  and '^  ;  and 
though  this  IS  more  tji^n  double  the  ï\\m  M.  Necker  difçpvered  m 
favour  of  France,  by  nearly  fimilar  in veiligations  ;  yet  the*  correc- 
tip^isand  reforms  which  have  taken  place  in  the  year  1798  afford  a 
fufficjent  ground  for  bçlieving  tharthe  real  balance  i§  niuch  more 
confiderabie.        ,  ^    ' 

.  Yet  as'it  does  not  apppar  that  the  nxafs  of  fpecic  ia  the  country  has 
perceptibly  increafed  during  that  interval,  an  inquiry  naturally  oc« 
curs,  what  is  become  of  this  immeafe  balance  ? 


This  hmfikg^  therefore,  w<>uld  reduce  itfelf  io  the 
liaying  quoted  literally  the  boaflô  of  tiic  minifier  of 


llie  nuinletiaiice  of  the  Etijçllflx  am^  on  the  continent,  the  fumfe 
(eiutq.SJU  Domingo  and  Gorfio^  the  expenfes  of  the,ii£\K  ciyH  a^ 
hiilitary  efrabrifiiment  in  the  Weft*  Indies  and  at  the  Capje,  the  provj* 
£<uiingtlae  âo^  in  the  Mediterrsinsanffoiti  the  cottfts  pf ithàt  fea;  Uié 


the  war  to  the  end  of  1796,  occafioned  extraordinarydrainsof  monev 
to  thé  amount  of  44,8^41000/.  fterlmg.  -  The  intereft  of  that  part 
ftf.tifc.natipAal  debt  which  is*  held  by  foreigners,  and  jHe  fujns  ré^ 
mitted  to  Engliflimen  travelling  abroad,  or  residing  on  the  continent, 
JTfîuft  alio  have  keptiback  (bme'rt^lîwis  from -entering  the  country. 
jLaftly,  if  on  the  one  hand  Great  Britain  has  received  from  abroif 
fome  millions  of  fpecie  fince  flie  has  ceafed  to  fubfidize  foreign 
p9Wier%  onthe  oth^r  hand  thk'iaflium  rmift  f>Ê  ûouitferbalaiKed  by 
jt^  diminifhedrçrcdits  "granted  by  Englifti  merchantc:  in  ;^hofe.couj|» 
jtnes  which  were  ex^oiSî  to  the  hoftilè  invafiori  of  the  French. 
'  .Heace  it  reftilts  tha|:  the  pveièac  war,  wiii^h  \^%  been  rcpr^fqnted  ai 
iû  ruinous  to  Great  Britain,  has  only  coft  her  the  whole  amount  of 
tier  prdgts  during  that  interval  ;  that  is,  the  farphts  of  her  Eaft  and. 
Weft  liidia  produce,  and  jof  her  own  manu&dures  ;  a  furplus  wbicjj 
wôiild'hàve  contributed  to  augment  the  amount  oï  her  foreign  cre-^ 
<iit«,  «rti^at^  her  fpeck,  had  fiie  not  been  called  upon  to  expend  it 
^  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  of  the  armed  coalitiojij  .againil  FraucQb 

It  is  true,  that  I  here  take  no  account  of  the  fall  in  price  of  the  - 
public  funds,  or  the  increafe  of  the  national  debt;  hot  that  I  would 
pretend  to  deny  the  attendant  difad vantages,  particularly  of  fo  rapid 
an  increafe  as  that  of  the  îaiï  five  years.  Biit  a  weJJ-conftituted  da- 
mellic  debt,  if  it  is  owing  to  the  inhabitants,  caiinot  properly^  bç 
jconfidered  as  a  diminution  of  the  national  wealth  of  a  country,  miltif 
the  weight  of  the  new  raxes,  which  are  neceflary  for  the  pàymeh*  of 
the  intereft,  Ihould  clog  the  induftry^  of  the  peoplç.  This  is  thp 
rock  which  fengland  muft  avoid,  and  future  events  will  difcovcr 
ivhèthj^r  file  is  verging  tpwacds  It,,  •. 

But  why  fliould  we  appealto  the  future  when  the  prefent  will  enar 
We  us  to  de/cide  the  queftion  ?  If  we  extract  from, the  cuftom^houfe 
%)ooks  a  feparate  account  of  the  exports  of  Ôpîtiflr  inanufaélures,  we 
ihajl  find  their  average  amount^  iiuring  the  ïàft  fçvan  years,  including 
1 798,  to  be  i7,32ji,ooo/,  fterling;  whereas,  in  the  ft ven  precedinj;  ' 
^tsk%y  which  had  1>een  confidered  as  gmineptly  proiperous,  jt  wa* 
only  13,314,000/,  fterlingi  ' 

Whien  we  compare  this  faô  with  another  no  lefs  notorious,  I  mean 
that  the  war  has  taken  a  great  many  hands  from  the  raanuiâ<àoriçs  of 
England,  there  are  but  two  modes  of  explaining  fb  unexpe<5ted  an 
încreafeîn  the  manufe<^ ring  productions  of  the  country,  ^Ithof 
th^  i?iaçbinçs,  which  inçreale  the  produ4iYÇ  ppww  of  man^  ipuft 

^4 
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ihc  interior  :  but  every  thing  (hows  that  the  BrSTifk 
adisainiftratipn  have  too  well  obferved  the  decajf 
of  the  trade  and  manufaâuilres  of  France^  for  a 
moment  to  fuppoib  that  her  external  tranlaâioiis 
could  now  anoiouAt  to  half  the  âbove*menttoned 
film.  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  improbable,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  might  believe  this  pre^ 
tended  eftimate  of  Mr.  Pitt,  fincc  it  was  quoted  in 
fo  folenin  a  meffage  ;  for  nothing  can  equal  the  cre- 
dulity of  that  nation,.except  the  effrontery  with  which 
their  prefent  leaders  invent  and  aflert  the  groiTeft 
falfehoods, 

T6  convince  the  people  that  they  did  not  deceive 
them  with  regard  to  the  profperity  of  their  foreign 
tra^e,  the  Direélory  were  empowered  io  com  gold  and 
Jilyer  to  the  aniotmt  of  loo  millions  of  livres  per  an* 
mm  ^.     This,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  faîd 


iiaye  been  improved  ^nd.  multiplied,  or  the  hands-  that  remained  mu ft 
have  m^de  additional  exertions  in  proportion  to  the  increaflng  demand, 
Iti  this  nmnner  I  have,  in  page  128,  explained  why  the  produdivc 
labours  of  the  French  farmers  have  not  diminifhed  in  the  feme  ratio 
as  the  population  of  the  country  :  and  it  is  evident  that  machines  to 
fecili|ate  the  proceffcs  of  the  arts  may  much  more  readily  be  con- 
trived than  thofe  for  the  im{)rovement  of  agriculture. 

*'  It  is  true,  that  the  recoinage  of  the  ofd  fpecje  will  conftitute  a 
part  of  thefe  100  millions  ;  but  they  have  taken  particular  care  to  be. 
«lent  relative  to  the  proportion  it  will  amount  to.  It  is  alfo  true, 
that  it  is  under  pretext  of  baniftiing'the  laft  emblems  of  the  monarchy, 
that  the  coinage  of  this  new  national  money  has  been  urged,  of  which 
the  legend  will  be  a  l^univers  (to  the  universe),  indicating 
that  the  aftronomfical  obfervations,  by  means  of  Which  the  French  re- 
publicans determine  their  weights  and  meafures,  according  to  the 
terreftrial  meridian,  ought  to  become  the  guide  of  all  nations.  One 
of  the  new  deputies  however  ventured  to  blame  this  legend  "  as  being 
rather  too  pompous^  and  calculated  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  other  go- 
vernments, who  will  attribute  to  the  republic  k  de^fign  of  fubftitutmg 
Its  coin  for  that  of  every  other  power.** 

.Thofe  governments,  however,  need  not  be  apprehen five  of  thi« 
fuhfiituthn^  viYîiçh^  in  the  prefent  fiateof  affairs,  can  only  take  place 
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above,  was  talcing  ît  for  granted  that  the  French  ha3. 
a  balance  of  trade  in  their  favour,  twice  as  great  as 
M/Necker  had  computed  in  the  times  of  their  greateil 
profperity,  and  of  which  that  writer  had  adduced  as 
the  moft  efletitial  proof,  the  annual  fum  of  forty-five 
millions  carried  to  the  royal  mints  in  gold  and  filver, 
being  only  a  part  of  the  gold  and  filver  annually  fent 
from  foreign  countries,  into  Prance,  in  liquidation  of 
their  balance  in  her  favour. 

Since  that  time,  however,  every  thing  has  been 
changed,  infomuch  that,  in  lieu  of  receiving  fo  large 
a  balance  from  foreign  countries,  they  are  contraâing 
8  debt,  which,  I  think,  m^y  be  eflimated  at  one  hun^ 
Jr^^  millions  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year, 
valuing  their  imports  at  i6o  millions,  of  which  the 
colonial  commodities  amount  to  at  leaft  fixty  mil- 
lions, and  the  fine  and  coarfe  calicoes,  printed  of 
plain,  to  nearly  half  that  fum.  The  remainder  confifts 
of  naval  provifions,  iron,  horfes,  tobacco,  fpices,  oils, 
cotton,  and  wool  ;  but  principally  of  cotton  and 
woollen  manufa61urcd  goods.  It  is  doubtful  how- 
ever whether  they  can  pay  for  mojre  than  fifty  or  fixty 
millions  of  thefè  purchafes  in  wines,  brandies,  filk- 
fiockings,  cambrics,  lawns,  gauzes,  embroideiy,  niil- 
linery,  books,  &c. 

This  conjefture  is  confirmed  by  the  preferit  cojurfe 
of  exchange  on  foreign  countries,  fince  twcnty^fevwi 
livres  ten  fous  ^pe  paid  at  Paris  for  every  pound  fier- 


by  the  force  of  arms.  But  as  at  prefect  the  French  have  an  annual 
balance  of  near  loo  millions  to  pay. xp  the  universe,  this  new 
ifgenJy  which  appeared  fo  pfmpous  to  the  deputy,  is,  on  the  Contraiy^ 
yery  modeft,  and  very  well  adapted  to  thç  oce^ûou. 
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fing  remitted  to  England,  The  equally  extraordinary 
rife  in  the  relative  price  of  gold  compared  with  filver, 
4rf  which  wc  ihall  have  occafion  to  ipeak  more  s  at 
length  hereafter,  mufl  alfo  be  in  part  attributed  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  the  annual  debt  contraâed 
by  the  French,  This  hitherto  unexampled  rife  in 
fee  price  bf  gold,  as  well  as  in  the  courfë  of  exchange, 
Wat;once  h  proof  of  the  progreflîve  fcarcity  of  gold j 
and  the  ever^increafing  demand  for  it  for  clandcflind 
exportation  :  thofç  who^  in  order  to  difcharge  a  debt 
bt  iob  lauis,  cannot  procure  them  in  gold  or  filver^ 
iaiufl:  pay  at  tbe  prcfent  rate  of  exchange  1^3,  114*} 
or  1 15  louiS'  in  remittances.  Hence  the  fpècie  of  thé 
«ouritry  is  conveyed  out  of  it  by  armed  efcortff.  ïtî 
the  Moniteur  of  the  4th  of  June  1798  appeared  â 
curious  faâ:,  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
^ot\à,  by  the  imprudence  of  one  of  the  new  legif- 
ktors  named  Bfufle.  ^^  At  the  time,**  feid  he,  *^  wheij 
the  Bank  of  England  was  obliged  to  fulpend  its  pay- 
mentSi  when  we  were  expe6ling  their  want  of  fpecie 
to  produce  a  coinmotio«  in  favour  of  liberty,  the 
Eng!iflt  Wei*e  drawing  from  France  herfelf  the  gold 
and  fiiver  they  wanted  to  prolong  their  cxiftencé,  and 
form  cnew  plots  againft  the  French  nation.  The 
agents  of  the  Direc?\ory  feized,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  an  efcort  of  money,  amounting  to  more 
than  800,000  livres  ;  and  official  declarations  proved, 
that  twenty-nine  others  had  faffed,  Thefe  exporta»'^ 
tions  therefore  may  be  cfiimated  at  near  thirty  mil- 
lions, and  thbfe  who  remitted  fuch  enormous  fums  to 
pur  çnemies,  were  a  conrjpany  of  army-contra6lors  o{ 
the  republic,  who  even  carried  their  effrontery  fo  fa? 
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as  to  procure  orders  for  efcorting  their  remittances, 
as  if  they  bad  been  the  money. of  the  government. 
Thus  did  the  gold,  that  was  dejlined  for  thé  Bank  ef 
England^  pafs  ihe  frontiers  of  France,  efcorted  hy  the 
grenadiers  of  the  repuhUc  */'* 

Thus  then,  en  this  one  frontier  alone,  atîd  daring 
k  very  fliort  interval,  the  exportation  of  thirty  tfCxP' 
lions  in  ipecie  was  proved  by  official  declarations. 
This  may  affift  us  in  calculating  the  value  of  other 
rfcorts  which  pafled  undifcovei^ed^  and  without  leaving 
fimilar  traces  behind  them  :  a  calculation  to  which 
,  Viilaret  endeavoured  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  France,  when  he  alked  them,  hoi^ 
'many  years  they  ^otdd  he  able  to  bear  this  confiant  ifrain* 
ing  of  their  fpecie  f 

'  It  would  have  been  eafy  to  reply  to  this  qucftton, 
that  as  it  would  be  impoflible  long  to  fupport  thi^ 
continued  drain,  it  would  foon  ceafe  of  itfdf,  and 
force  the  people  to  deprive  themfelves  of  foreign  lux- 
uries, unlefs  they  choofe  to  pay  for  them  by  the  falc 
of  their  perfonal  property,  of  which  the  moft  valu- 
able part  has  already  been  diffipated.  I  cannot  how- 
fever  but  admit  that  Viilaret  placed  too  much  import- 
ance on  the  aélual  draining  of  this  fpecie,  as  he  did  alfo 

on  its  amount  having  doubled  in  the  lafl:  feverity  years. 

' "  \        ' '■ 

*  The  object  of  this  deputy  in  adducing  thefe  h€ts  was,  to  prove 
ihe  ^voiuriuç  maxyn  of  tlie  day,  to  wit,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
againftJrance  arofe  from  the  unpatriotic  ufe  of  Englifli  manufaétures, 
^ndxht  great  ànfumptîon  of  colonial  commodities.  .It  would  not  be 
fafy  to  difprove  thaft  thefe  are  the  real  càufes  of  the  evU  ;  b\it  it  is  far 
from  clear  that  the  remedy  he  recommended  would  prove  effedlual. 
Hepropofed  a  icm  again fi  the  traitors  who  fend  the  fpecie  of  France 
to  the  enemy^  and,  *iuho  receive^  fcll^  and  * diftrtbute  the  manufadwes  cf 
England.       - 
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Nothing  furfely  was  more  natural,  than  that  the  French 
Ihould  rejoice  in  thus  acquiring  every  year  fuch  cx- 
tcnfivc*  funds,  fuch  an  additional  quantity  of  gold 
and  filver,  fincethat  acqùîlîtion  clearly  ftiowed,  that, 
after  having  provided  for  their  neceflaries,  and  fup- 
plied  thfeir  luxuries,  there  remained  a  large  overplus 
of  produce  to  exchange  for  other  riches  ;  but  the  gold 
and  filver,  into  which  they  converted  this  overplus, 
by  no  means  conftituted  the  principal  fource  of  their 
opulence  or  profperity  :  fo  far  from  it,  that  in  fomc 
{K>ints  of  vic^  that  opulence  and  profperity  would 
have  made  the  more  progrefs,  had  they  been  lefs  in- 
tent on  accumulating  gold  and  filver.     Would  it  not, 
for  inf^ance,  have  been  laiore  profitable  to  them  to 
imitate  the  Englilh,  who  leave  a  part  of  their  annual 
profits  in  the  hands  of  their  cufl:omers,  and  thus  fe- 
cure  their  preference  by  granting  them  a  lohg  credit  î 
Is  it  not  evident  that  this  nation  thereby  plate  out 
their  money  at  compound  intereft,  while  the  French, 
by  fealizing  theirs,  convert  it  into  mere  dead  ftock  ? 

But  England,  they  will  fay,  had  not,  nor  has  filé 
Jill  one  third  of  our  fpecie.  This  is  precifely  what 
has  fo  mvLch  enlarged  and  extended  her  powers,  and 
even  enables  her  to  procure,  when  occafion  requires, 
^s^'  much  fpede  as  ftie  may  need.  England  has  dif- 
covered  two  of  the  moft  important  fecrets  of  political . 
ecoiiomy  ;  for  fhe  has  enough  gold  and  filver  to 
keep  the  wheel  of  her  pecuniary  tranfaÀions  in  mo- 
tion; and  fupplies  all  the  remaining  circulating  me- 
dium required  by  means  of  paper,  which  performs  all 
the  funâipns  of  money,  and  at  the  fame  time  (kve$ 
to  the  nation  ^t  large  the  interéft  of  the  ipecîç  it  jc^ 
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^efents.  This  faving  muft  be  îmracnfe,  fince,  were 
the  Engliih  deprived  of  the  aîd  of  bank  notes,  they 
muft  indifpenfably  purcbafe  to  the  amoqnt  df  twenty, 
thirty,  or  even  perhaps  fifty  baillions  fterling  in  gold 
and  fil  ver  ;  a  purchafe  which  would  have  deprived 
them,  as  it  has  France,  of  the  power  of  granting 
ihofe  long  credits  in  foreign  markets,  to  which  they 
owe  much  of  their  commercial  profperity. 

What  conclufion  then  muft  we  draw  from  this  exr 
ample  *,  and  the  principles  here  laid  down  î  Surely, 
that  France  ought,  above  all  things,,  to  regret,  not 
fb  much  the  diminution  of  her  fpecie,  as  the  decay  of 
lier  produftive  induftry,  /  the  overplus  of  which  had 
enabled  her  to  accumulate  fpecie,  and  the  defalcation 
of  which  condemns  her  lo  be  gradually  and  continu* 
ally  drained  of  her  gold  and  filver. 

Thefeydifcuffions,  to  which  I  fliall,  perhaps,  h^re^ 

after  retm,  feemed  requifite  to  ftiow  that  the  quan* 

tity  of  fpecie  in  a  country  is  generally  of.  left  im* 

portance  than  is  imagined.    I  know  not  whether  it 

may  be  confidered  as  irrelevant,  but  it  is  ibmd  confo- 

Ution  to  the  hiftorian  of  the  ruined  commerce  of 

France,  to  indulge  a  hope  that  he  is  pointing  out  to 

thofe,  who  will  one  day  rebuild  this  vaft  edifice,  the 

fources  of  fi^ne  of  the  errors  committed  by  thole  who 

originally  rai&d  it. 

■'  '       '  '  ■  "  -■ ■■■  ■ ■■  ■'■  '  *■  '  ■  p''  1 1  ■  ■«  1 1 1  ^  I  ii«ii«  ip.  Il  »  1 1 1  y  ^  >  p^^ 

*  I  ftrongly  fu^eâ  that  Bailleul  had  this  in' view  when  hrtK> 
kiiowiedged  **  that  the  fictitious  figns  of  wealth  naturally  mullipljt 
in  .proportion  tothe  aoivity  ^nd  indudry  of  a  nation;  that  they  ttày 
bçcômç  ib  abundant,  that  ïpecie  may  be  employed  merr ly  f^r.  vif^ 
âiM^,  and  for  change  ;  that  in  a  country  where  credit  5s  fully  eihi-^ 
.  tftUhed»  ^ffAà  ajxi  fiiver  being  mere  attxitkMit^  iniay  be  redbded  Ib^à 
verjriinail  quantity,  without  rendering  the  general ,  €Jrcui|itip&  ie^, 
liftire,  or  the  rcfourccs  of  individuals  lefs  abundant'* 
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Au  that  has  been  faid  in  the  laft  chapter  relatlvic  <^ 
ihc  decline  of  the  manufadlures  of  France,  the  high 
rate  of  interoft,  the  immorality  and  want  of  principle 
of  the  clafles  who  flill  pucfue  commerce,  and  all  the 
decrees  that  hare  favoured  and  Solicited  its  incrcafe 
by  altering  the  weights  and  meafures^  and  the  national 
coin^  applies  with  additional  force  Iq  commercial 
tranfadlions  *.  ^         ,         ' 

^  To  this  picture  of  defolation  we  mufl  add  that  of 
the  Newfoundland  fifheries,  in  which  the  little  tow» 
of  Dieppe  alone  employed  556  veflels,  amounting  tQ 
21,531  tons. 

And  will  the  incorrigible  enthufiafts  pf  the  French 
repqblic  d^re  to  conteil  the  reprefentation  of  thi$ 


*  Almoft  all  the  laws  which  gjuaranteed  their  (lability,  have  been 
repealed  or  viplated  ;.  Ibmetinies,  it  is  true,  by  neceifity,  but  more 
frequently  through  mere  caprice.  In  the  fitting  of  the  1 7th  Oébober 
foine  planters  of  St.  Domingo  having  folicited  a  decree  to  ^r^/e^  them 
from  the  fuits  of  their  creditors^  Duplantier  and  Bailleul  faid,  ^  with 
gre^  leafon,  that  this  application  'O^as  jufi  in  itfitf^  fincc  the  govern- 
ment, whofe  power  mult  be  employed  in  thefey«//j>  had  feized  their 
piarttations,  and  difpofed  of  the  crops,  and  that  it  owes,  if  not  pro* 
te^ioBy  -at  lea/i  ioleratkn,  to  thofe  'om  copy  it  in  their  infidelitj  tù  ikeif 
engagements. 

But  four  days  previous  to  this  decree,  the  fame  Duplântîèr  had 
propofed  another,  abolifhing  ail  deks  cmtraéled  for  thejaletfflmtes^  ' 
prohibiting  the  tribunals  from  pronouncing  judgment  on  them,  and 
^ing  afide  thofe  already  pi^ounced,  but  which  had  not  yet 
been  executed.  No  one  ventured .  to  oppofe  this  monflrous  de« 
çrpe,  and  the  negro  Mentor  afcended  the  tribune,  invoking  the  gran4 
principles  of  liberty,  and  calling  his  colleagues  to  witnefs,  "  thatfuch 
debts  are  founded  in  the  moft  odious  injuftice,  that  they  awaken  the 
moft  t5iffér  remembrances,  and  the  moft  grievous  humiliations,  in  the 
African»  an4  their  defqendants:'''  Let  thehfsff  a  vile  mktaly  cried  this 
.  negro,  exjtiate  the  crime  of  hofving  trafficked  in  human flejk.  Theftveat  f 
tie  bronDf  the  labours,  and  tie  tears  ff  the  blacks,  are  afufficient  compenja'^ 
tion. 

Every  one  muft  perceive  the  collateral  effeâs,  of  fo  flagrant  a  re* 
iiiial  of  jufticei  on  ccNanmerce  in  general,  and  on  that  immorality  of 
which  both  the  Councils  are  daily  deplorix^  the  too  rapid  progreâ. 
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\»û  heap  of  fûifts,  by  tirging  either  their  new  dona- 
.  merciai  tribtrnajs,  which  have  increafed.  almoft  in  a 
tenfold  ratio  fince  their  comitierce  has  been  annihi* 
iated  *,  or  the  circulars  which  thé  minifter  of  the  inte- 
rior addrefles  almofi:  periodically  to  the  admin iftra- 
lions  of  the  departments^  congratulating  them,  that 
nothing  has  been  able  to  arreft  the  rapid  progrefs  of  that 
creative  emulation  which  is  the  necejfary  confequence  of 
liberty  f  It  is  fuffident  to  reply  Xo  thefe  dilgufling  im*. 
'  pofturcs,  by  an  appeal  to  the  complaints  of  feveral  of 
the  maritime  departments,  who  declare,  that  for  want 
of  funds  for  the  mofl:  indirpeniable  repairs,  their  porti 
ate  daily  and  viiibly  choking  up,  and  that  they  am 
obliged  to  extinguiih  their  light-houfes,  becaufe  thejr 
are  no  loriger  of  ufe  but  to  the  fhîps  of  the  enemy. 

If  there  yet  exifts  a  maû  fo  blind  as  to  decdv€ 
himfeif  relative  to  the  commerce  of  this  repablic  of 
buccaneers,  let  him  confult  the  language  of  thofc  wha 
Iboaft  of  being  its  founders,  and  let  him  refleâ  cm  tM 
confeflion  which  efcaped  from  one  of  the  prefent  de-* 
puties,  who  is  cofifidered  as  the  moft  ailightened 
merchant  in  France.  In  the  fitting  of  the  15th  July^ 
a  Member  of  the  Council  of  Elders  having  been  can- 
did enough  to  call  the  revolution  a  volcano,  Lecou^ 
tèiilx  Tôfe  to  declare,  that  thiifhmk  kadfiruck  Mm  be^ 
mufe  it  wasju/i.  In  faâtj  added  he,  a  revolution  4um- 
not  be  fo  well  defiribed  as  by  comparing  it  to  the  êtup^ 
tion  of  a  volcano.    Fields  have  been  devastated^ 

HOUSES    SWEPT    AWAY,    AND    WHOLE    CITIES    SWAL- 
iJoWED  UP, 


uyjfc'T' 


*  There  are  no  left  than  249  in  the  old  departmehts. 
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AU  thcfc  recent  and  authentic  faÔs  confirm  &ic 
ihore  and  more  in  the  conjcâure  I  ventured  to  pub- 
lifli  four  years  ago.  Yes  ;  I  perceive  the  French  na- 
tion finking  into  a  fliatc  of  impoverifhment,  which,  as 
foon  as  their  neighbours  fhall  have  taken  meafures 
that  will  efFeftually  repel  their  attacks,  promifes  a 
long  interval  of  repofe.  Yet  if;  on  the  one  hand, 
this  impoverifhment  gratifiées  their  revenge,  they  muil 
on  the  other  exped  that  all  Europe  will  ultimately 
fufFer  by  its  efFedls.  Sweden  will  perhaps  fell  the 
lame  quantity  of  iron  to  the  French!,  Germany  an 
equal  number  of  implements  of  agriculture,  and  Great 
Britain  even  a  greater  mafs  of  lea-coal  ;  but  neither 
Piedmont  nor  the  Levant  will  for  a  long  time  find  in 
that  country,  the  great  market  they  want  for  their 
filks,  Italy  for  her  oils,  Spain  for  her  wool  and  her 
piafires,  England  for  her  muilins,  and  the  northern 
powers  for  their  naval  timber.  Thus  will  all  thefe 
furrounding  nations  fufier  more  or  lefs  by  the  lofs  of 
fo  rich  and  extenfive  a  market.  What  if  France 
ihould  even  fink  into  that  ftate  of  indigence,  of 
anarchy,  and  of  barbarifm,  in  which  Perfia  is  repre- 
fented  at  this  day  as  languifhihg  ?  But  let  us  fi:ill  in- 
dulge a  hope,  that  the  timely  falvation  of  a  temperate 
monarchical  confiitution,  will  preferve  her  from  this 
fevere  and  perennial  chafl:ifement.  Lçt  us  hope^  that 
when  fhe  b  reduced  within  her  ancient  boundaries, 
when  her  inhabitants  fhall  have  returned  to  the  paths 
of  wifdom  and  of  peace,  and  fhall  again  exert  them* 
felves  to  enter  into  the  orbit  of  profperity,  from  which 
the  revolution  has  fo  violently  hurled  them,  ;thç  rç|t 
of  Europe  will  be  fuificiently  enlightened^  not  only 
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to  refufe  taking  advantage  o(  thejf  wcakîiefs,  but  to 
fèfel  how  important  it  is,  even  to  them,  that  France 
ihould  again  becbnie  a  happy  country,  and  be  at- 
tached to  fecial  order  and  commercial  induftry^  be- 
.neath  the  beneficent  proteétion  of  a  v^ife  aftid  virtuous 
government.   , 

But  whatever  fhall  be  their  future  lot,  it  is  impof- 
iible  that  with  regard  to  foreigrr  comYnerce  they  can 
long  purfue  fo  ruinous  a  career  as  that  which  they 
have  followed  during  the  la  ft  fevèn  years.  The  gra^ 
dual  draining  of  their  fpecie,  the  privations  they  will 
fufFer,  and  their  natural  turn-  for  induftrious  exertion, 
will  force  them,  fooner  or  later,  to  find  the  equili*- 
brium*  between  their  wants,  and  their  powers  of  fup- 
plying  them.  Yet  how  can  we  fortel  when  this  œra 
fliall  arrive,  fince  it  evidently  depends  on  the  refi:itu- 
tion  of  her  colonies,  and  the  revival  of  heir  agricul- 
ture and  manufaâures  ?,  What  a  long  period  of  time 
\vill  it  not  require- to  repair  all  that  has  been  dé- 
flroyed  *  ?  And  what  a  wretched  profpeét  of  future 


*  It  is  principally  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  France  that  thefc 
alarming  conjeétures,  relative  to  the  future  pro^efts  of  that  country, 
apply  ;  for  I  cannot  help  indulging  a  belief,  that  fhe  has  various 
internal  means  of  recovering  her  profperity,  of  which  an  enlightened 
king  might  accelerate  the  cultivation. .  But  tliefe,  theprefent  ufurpers 
'  have  placed  it  for  ever  out  of  their  own  power  to  improve  ;  nor  can, 
even  a  lawful  king  recur  to  them  till  he  fhall  have  completely  de- 
ftroyed  the  leaven  of  republicanifm.  It  remains  alfo  to  be  feen,  whether 
the  minifters,  to  whom  he  will  entruft  the  reins  of  the  empire,  will 
be  fufficiently  enlightened  to  perceive,  that  commerce  is  but  a  fecond- 
ary  objedl  ;  that  it  infallibly  follows  agricultural  improvement,  and 
ought  never  to  precede  it  :  in  a  word,  that  the  impatient  charafter 
of  the  French  nation  urging  them  to  enterprifes  that  flatter  them 
with  the  hopes  of  making  a  fortune  rapidly,  he  ought  no  otherwife 
to  interiere  or  dired  their  exertions,  than  by  encouraging  agriculture^ 
by  proteéling  thofe  who  apply  to  it,  and  by  giving  as  much  power  as 
|>offible  to  the  landholders,    it  is  time  the  French  government  ihould 

'  R 


(      244      ) 

mi&ry  threatens  that  deluded  people»  if  they  do  not  very 
fpeedily  reftore  to  the  labours  of  peaceful  induftry,  the 
few  produélive  hands  that  remain  !  Yet  thefe  import- 
ant artificers  of  profperity  her  leaders  ftill  devote  to 
deflruâion»  while  they  proclaim^  at  the  fame  time, 
that  thcrefources  of  France  are  entire,  that  they  are  im- 
menfely  great,  that  thofe  of  her  commerce  are  inex^ 
haufitblej  and  that  it  is  frequently  owing  to  the  pojffejjion 
of  great  martial  flrength  that  we  are  excufed  from  the 
ftecejity   of  exerting  it.     Strange  language  for  thofe 
leaders  to  hold,  who,  when  they  entered  on  their  of- 
fices, reprefented  to  the  French  nation,   and  even 
caufed  the  maxim  to  be  adopted,  that  to  he  able  to 
fpend  largely i  is  the  mqfi  favourable  fttuatton  to  enable 
them  to  fpend  but  little  ! 

■       ■  I...I       ..      II  I  II  1.      If». I     ,11.11.11». I      I      11..,       .M    iiri       ■■    ■■■ 

admit  as  an  efiablifhed  dogma  that  maxim  of  the  immortal  Sullf, 
,  The  two  ireqfis  that  murijk  France  are  pafture  and  the  plough. 

But  above  all,  it  is  neceflary  no  longer  to  exdte  the  inhabitants  of 
France  to  mifapply  their  ftrength,  by  givbg  them  an  extravagant  idea 
of  their  own  powers  and  refources. 
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CHAPTER   Vn. 

Summary  of  the  Lojfes  of  the  French,  both  in  Capîtaî 
and  in  Income.  EffeSs  of  the/e  Lojfes  on  the  Fi-^ 
nances.  Ineffe3ual  Attempts  of  the  two  Cotmcils  ta 
conceal  the  Amount  of  the  Deficit  of  the  Year  vu 

XT  is  fo  important  that  all  nations  fhould  be  in- 
formed of  the  extent  of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  France 
in  confequence  of  the  revolution,  that  1  fhall  endea- 
vour to  reduce  each  of  them  to  arithmetical  valua* 
tions*  I  ihall,  however,  hazard  the  difcredlting  my 
cftimates  by  declaring,  that  they  will  inevitably  con* 
tain  feveral  errors,  and  that  my  only  objedl  is,  to 
eftablifh,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  pofEble,  that  the 
ancient  capital  of  that  nation  is  diminiflied/or^r  jf//Aj, 
and  their  income  two  thirds. 

*      ESTIMATE  t)F   THE     CAPITAt     OP   THE  FRENCH 
NATION    BEFORE    THE   REVOLUTION. 

In  the  year  1789  landed  property  alone  formed  the 
greateft  part  of  the  riches  of  France,  atid  according 
to  the  mofl  authentic  eflimates>  reprefented  a  capital 
of  about  thirty  milliards  (1200  millions  fterling*). 
We  have  already  feen  that  this  fpecies  of  property 

*  If  we  compare  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  filver  coins  of  the  two 
countries,  the  pound  fierling  appears  to  be  worth  only  twe%ty-four 
livres  eight  fous.  But  if  we  compare  the  gold  coins;  or  the  iouia  d'or, 
with  the  guinea,  the  par  will  be  within  a  quarter  of  a  fous  of  twenty- 
five  livres  to  the  pound  fterling.  Hence  the  milliard  is  equal  to  fbxiy 
millions  fterling, 
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has  funk  in  value  from  thirty  nnlliards  to  five,  by 
the  joint  effe6l  of  a  diminution  of  one  half  in  the 
general  income  or  rent  of  land,  and  .a  farther  depre- 
ciation of  two  thirds  in  the  price  for  which  that  rent 
•  can  be  fold. 

But  the  land  itfclf  is  not  tjic  whole  of  the  riches  of 
a  nation.  Their  mafs  of  wealth  increafes  in  proportion 
to  their  induftry  and  activity,  by  the  cattle  that  cover 
their  plains,  the  cities  they  build,  the  moveable  flock 
with  which  thefe  are  futnifhed  and  adorned,  the  mâ- 
nufadlories  and  laboratories  they  eredt,  the  colonies 
they  eftablifli  abroad,  the  magazines  they  fill  with  mer- 
chandife  at  home,  the  veffels  they  build  to  carry  it  into 
foreign  parts,  the  funds  they  poffefs  there,  the  gold  and 
filver  they  accumulate,  &c.  &c.  In  proportion  as  a 
nation  advances  in  the  cultivation  of  the  ufeful  arts, 
the  value  of  this  fécond  clafs  of  capital  approaches 
nearer  and  nearer  to  that  of  the  landed  property.  I 
therefore  cftimate  the  former  total  amount  of  thofe 
items  which  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  landed 
property,  at  twenty  milliards  (800  millions  flcrling), 
which  I  fubdivide  into  five  heads. 

.About  three  milliards  (120  millions  flerlrng)  for  the 
îîoufes  fituated  in  towns,  the  value  of  which  muft 
have  fallen  in  the  fame  proportion  as  landed  eftates, 
and  which  are  thereby  reduced  to  half  a  milliard 
(twenty  millions  flerling). 

About  tvvo  ùt  three  milliards  (80  or  120  million«r 
fterling),  which  tlie  inhabitants  of  France  poffcffed 
in  the  colonies,  in  lands  now  almoft  wholly  deferted 
or  deflitute  of  value,  in  negroes  now  emancipated, 
and  in  buildings  which  have  been  deftroyed  by  fixa 
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by  thofe  very  negroes.  It  is  more  than  doubtful  whe4 
ther  the  prefent  remains  of  thefe  branches  of  capital 
ought  to  be  now  eftimated  at  more  than  one  ;tenth, 
and  they  are  probably  over-rated,  if  we  take  them 
at  a  quarter  of  a  milliard  (ten  millions  ftcrling). 

About  four  milliards  (i  60  millions  flerling)  for  the 
public  funds  or  ftocks,  including  thofe  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  of  the  Caijfe  d'Efco77ipte.  For  although 
in  itfelf  a  fictitious,  it  is  a  real^  capital  with  regard 

'    -I     I     '  '  !■     -I.      .  ■  i  .    ,   .     -I  ..I  .      .1     IP  I         «II  .         ,.    .1    ■   I  iB  II  HI  ■  ><     . 

*  It  would  require  a  fcparatr  treatife  to  demoaftrate  this  propofii 
tîon,  or  point  out  the  cafes  in  which  it  does  not  hold.  Let  it  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  the  legiflators  of  France,  who  did  not  even  fufpeél  this 
truth,  have  fu4denly  difcovered  and  proclaimed  it,  fince  they  hav,<t 
found,  by  experience,  what  theftate  has  loft  by  that  bankruptcy,  by 
means  of  which  they  hoped  to  emancipate  it,  and  even  to  enrich  it.' 
On  this  fubjeét  Bailleul,  on  the  8th  Auguft,  read  a  report,  of  whicl^ 
the  editors  of  the  Moniteur  have  purpofely  fupprefTed  all  the  parts 
which  feemed  to  give  too  juft  a  pi<fture  of  thtJdin^iJ&ittg  ftate^idW 
which  this  decree  has  plunged  their  country.  ; 

This  report,  the  whole  of  which,  in  its  original  (late,  now  lies  before" 
me,  is  a  mafter-piece  of  compofition,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
wifdom  of  its  deductions,  but  of  the  correétnefs  and  elçgaoce  of  its 
ftyle  ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  attribute  it  to  the  deputy  who  read  if  at  the 
tribune,  and  whofe  former  writings  bear  the  ftamp.of  revolutionarjç 
violence.  It  is  perhaps  the  beft  treatife  that  has  ever  appeared  on 
the  t/imy  of  national  debts,  and  the  advantages  which  nation^,  as 
well  as  individuals,  derive  from  the  pra61:ice  of  good  faith. 

The  author  has  laid  down  as  principles,  ift,  That  a  ftatCy  by  not 
paying  its  debts^  imjivusrijlies  itfelf;  2^,  That  if  with  an  excefs  of  %eal 
and  enthufiafm^  the  creditors  of  the  r^huhlic  Jhould  unite  in  gratuitaujlyj-elzu* 
quiJJting  their  claims^  and  cancelling  me  vouchers  of  them^  this  patriotic  offer" 
ing  ought  to  be  rejeSled  as  a  gift  fraught  ixiith  the  m  of  calami t&us  ctmfe^ 
quences. 

The  following  reafoning  will  fully  prove  the  juftice  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples :  "  The  original  contraâ-s  which  conftitute  the  national  debt 
being  once  cancelled  and  converted  into  ^J^adow,  we  muft  imme- 
diately ex/iuKge  froxn  the  lift  of  capitals  which  betore  exifted  in  the  frace, 
a  fum  equal  to  the  nominal  value  of  this  debt.  We  muft  dedu<ff  from 
the  inventory  of  private  fortunes  a  fum  equal  to  their  property  in 
the  public  funds  :  a  fpecies  of  capital  which  ranked  with  that  of  land, 
houfes,  mortgages,  and  other  property,  real  and  perfonal." 

This  ftatement  will  enable  the  reader  to  perceive  the  reafon  v/hy  I 
l>ave  expunged  frçm  the  account  of  the  national  capital  of  France 
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to  the  holders.  But  fiiice  it  has  been  iWept  away  by 
the  national  bankruptcy,  and  two  thirds  of  the  amount 
cancelled,  the  eighty-nine  millions  of  confblidated 
funds  which  continue  infcribcd  on  the  great  book, 
and  hence  called  infcriptions,  only  fell  at  three  years 
purchafe.  Thefe  infcriptions  therefore  are  no  longer 
worth  more  than  one  fourth  of  a  milliard  (ten  mil- 
lions fterling  *)• 

About  fix  or  feven  milliards  (240  or  280  millions 
fterling)  for  perfonal  property,  confiding  of,  i.  wear- 
ing apparel;  2.  furniture;  3.  cattle;  4.  utenfils  of 
trade  and  of  art;  5.  Ihipping;  6.  commercial  capi- 
tals; 7.  debts  owing  by  the  inhabitants  of  foreign 
couhtries  to  th^ofe  of  France.  Nothing  can  be  more 
difficult  than  to  appreciate  thefe  fpecies  of  property, 
or  the  diminution  they  have  fufFered  ;  but  as  they 
included  debts  which  have  been  liquidated  and  diffi- 
pated  fince  the  revolution,  as  well  as  a  confiderable 
jnafs  of  manufa6lured  goods,  and  of  every  kind  of 
raw  materials,  which  that  country  formerly  had  al- 
ways on  hand,  but  which  are  now  completely  ex- 
haufted,  I  think  I  am  within  the  bounds  of  truth, 
when  I  eftimatè  the  reduélion  of  thefe  feven  articles 
at  fi"om  fix  to  two  milliards  (from  240  millions  fler- 
ling  to  80). 

thofe  public  contraéls  «which  the  bankruptcy  has  converted  into  a 
Jkadmi}.  This  however  is  not  the  only  paflage  I  Ihall  have  occafion 
to  quote  in  fupport  of  the  double  inventory  I  here  oflPer  to  the  public. 
*  Thp  original  of  this  work  was  written  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  year  1799;  fince  which,  on  the  ift  April,  the  infcriptions,  or 
French  K^Jter  cents^  had  fallen  to  10  livres />^r  100;  fo  that  thofe  whq 
before  the  revolution  poflefled  an  annuity  of  300  ecus,  which  were 
reduced  to  100  by  the  decree  of  bankruptcy,  can  only  fell  this  re- 
niaining  annuity  for  209  ecus,  or  two  thirds  of  what  tncy  formerly^ 
^ceived  annually. 


(«47    ) 

About  three  tnilliards  (i(2b  millions  fierling)  in 
gold  and  filver,  in  fpe;cie,  church  and  domefiic  platÇi 
and  jewels;  a  fum  which  mufi  have  been  diminiihed 
by  one  half,  not  only  in  confequence  of  the  balance 
of  trade  having  been  againft  France,  but  of  the 
quantities  of  money  buried  in  the  earth,  and  the 
fecrèt  of  which  has  died  with  the  owners,  who  have 
faljen  by  the  guillotine. 

If  thefe  eftimates  are  admitted  as  approximating  to 
the  truth,  it  will  be  found,  by  adding  them  together, 
that,  the  ancient  capital  of  France,  which  once 
amounted  to  fifty  milliards  (2000  millions  fterling), 
is  now  reduced  below  ten  (400  millions  fterling);  fo 
that  the  fortune  of  a  native  of  France,  which  wasfor-i- 
merly  500,000  ecus,  would  now  be  reduced  to  i  oo,oqo, 
provided  the  lofs  were  equally -divided  among  all  the 
branches  of  capital  we  have  examined. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  this^  enormous  reduéHon 
of  capital  does  not  arife  fo  much  from  the  annihila- 
tion of  aftu^l  property,  astrom  the  ideal  diminution 
its  varipu3r branches  h9,ye  iuâered  in  the  eflimation 
of  the  people.  So  much,  indeed,  does  their  value 
depend  on  opinion,  >^that  the  price  of  land  may  be 
doubled  on  the  very  day  when  the  lawful  heir  to  the 
crown  fliallreafcend  the  throne;  and  fhould  he  adopt 
wife  and  efFeÛual. regulations  apd  arrangements,  even 
for  the  payment  of  only  fixty  millions  of  the  intereft 
owing  by  the  monarchy,  their  value,  which  now 
fcarcely  amounts  to  ipo  millions  (eight  millions  fter- 
ling), ciqight  rife  to  near  a  milliard  (forty  millions 
fterling). 


It  is  evident,  Ihàt  theib  kind  of  àâimates  can  never 
be  exaâ,  were  it  merely  from  the  ever-changing  Talùe 
the  articles  bear.  They,  have^  bo.weyer,  the  advan- 
tage of  fixing  Qur  idèa«,  which  are  both  more  into:}* 
lig^ble  and  morie  eafy  to  corçeâ: .  when  reduced  to 
arithmetical' calculations.  ;  .    : 

.  It  is  neceflary  once  more. to  point  put  this  fallibility 
in  our  eftimates,  before  I  ventureon  a  fimilar  valua- 
tion of  the  old  i^ief  revenue-  or  Jaûçahle  imome  o{  ihc 
people  of  France,  vvhicH  I  think  I  may  ftate  at  the 
fame  am0ij»t  ^t..vYiiû:h  I  appreciated  that  of  Great 
Britain  two.  yeflrft  ago,  vii..ij 20. .million^  fierling*, 
çr  ^bout  tljireçï  n3iiUdardsy.of  litres.!  And  as*  Mr.  Pitt 
b^s  lately  ppbUlbed*  a  imtnûle:.clàflîfication  of  the 
latter  •f',  I  fljall  improve  the  advantage  .offered  by  fo 
V^lu^ble  a  document,  tilling. xare^  however,.'  to  add 

<;*  Spe  p».i47  pf  .thç  H^Jfçir^  ^Pi^^.^ifytin^firatim  de  là  Refmblkjue 
Prançaife  pendant  Vérifiée  1796,  ,  ,  t  ^ 
-  f  Thiséftiniafe\v%[$'ïormed^v?i*^a^^'îêMf  tdap 
groduceof  that  part  of  tl^e  ioc(W^e..tax,,w{hiçh  is  laki  alt  lOj^fr  <<«#. 
IVow  as  10  per  cent',  is  .levied  .only  on  tfiofe  incomes  which  .amount 
t6  aoo/.  (a  fcal^  of  thication  bei/ig  adopted/  which  coîniSdembly  re- 
duces the  contnbptio;is  ou  irnfijler^âuç9me?,  and  entirely  exempts., 
ail  thofe  which  fall  (hort  of  60/.  per  annum) ^  it  remained  to-be  found 
vhat  proportion  of  .this  taxable  céteriue^Of  ^û7|iroillions;Was.wholly> 
cxenipt,  and  what  proportion,  wpuld  pay  in  an  infe;-ior  rafip^  For 
this  purpofe  Mr.  Pitt  prefénted'  an  ciHmate,  by  Whith  ir  appears, 
that  he  expefts  to  deqve  from  tto  t^x  iitithe  current;  yp^-fi^rpvcnue 
çd  ten  millions.  It  is  to,  be  obferved^  that  ir^  this  ftatement  he  has 
riot  included  the  wâ^ of  eithêfc''W()rkmènj  labourers,  orfervants; 
though  thefe,  perhaps,  an;ip|Unt;:o  as  njuch  as  all  the  other  .branches 
of  revenue,  the  latter  Wng  expçnde.d  in  theie  various  kinds  of  wages. 
'  Now,  although  wages. cannot  be  inferted  in  tba  general  account  of 
the  income  of  ^  natio^,  yet  they,  form  a  part  of  the  taxable  income 
o*f  Great  Britain;  'fince  out  of  thefê  are  paid  the  tax:és  on  many 
articles  of  genpr^l  çonfunapâpn,  as  falti  ûigar,  tea,  malt  lixjuors,  airf 
ipirits,  '  - 
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to  fhe  agricultiiral  revenue  of  the  French  as  mu^^h 
as  they  fell  fhort  of  the  Englifti  in  commercial  and 
ihanufadluring  income  ot  profit.  Thefe  three  mil- 
liards then  I  divide  as  follows,  in  order  to  difcovcr 
the  lofs  e^ch  branch  has  fuAained. 

ESTIMATE  OF  THE  TAXABLE    INCOME  OP  THE  FRENCH 
NATION   BEFORE   THE    REVOLUTION, 

MiUions    Millions 
Stirling.    Tournois. 

44  HOG  net  income  of  land  reduced  to  one  half^ 
or  twenty-two  millions  fterling  (55a 
millions  livres), 

iz  300  annual  income  of  the  farmers,  metayers, 
and  cultivators  of  vineyard3,  reduoed. 
to  about  four  millions  fterling  (100 
millions  livres), 
■  8  200  rent  paid  to  proprietors  of  houfes  fitu* 
ated  in  towns,  and,  like  that  of  land*, 
diminifhed  by  at  leail  one  half,  four 
millions  fterling  (ioo,ooo,oai>  livres). 
4  100  net  income  of  Weft  India  planters,  after 
defraying  all  the  expenfes  of  cultiva- 
tion and  management.  This  branch 
of  income  no  longer  exifls. 

■  >■■■■■ >■    I     » HIP -   I  I  ■■■■       III» m    m I     '^ 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  ifl  Dcdrmber  1798,  No.  71,  contain^ 
ing  a  report  of  Lauflkt  ;  in  whidh  he  fays,  "  the  rent  of  houfes  is 
aimofi  wholly  hft  throughout  France,  and  requires  a  peace  of  feverat 
years  to  rife  to  its  former  levei.  This  fpecies  of  property  is  even 
feeconxe  very  burdenfoTne  t  >  its  poireflbrs.  Of  this  we  miift  not 
j.udge  by  viewing  the  beft  ftreets  and  fquares  of  Paris;  but  from  a 
review  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  departments,  where  the  prppfii 
0/  this  alTertion  are  unfortunately  but  too  çonclufîvc" 
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Millions    Millions 

Sterling^  Tournois.  '  ^    .   % 

12         300  intereft  of  the  national  debt,  annuities^' 
dividends  on  Eafl:  India  flock,  and  on  * 
that  of  the  Caifle  d'Efcompte,  which,  " 
by  the  decree  of  bankruptcy,  were 
reduced  to  one  third  *.      After  re- 

*  After  having  fpecifically .appropriated  to  tlie  difcharge  of  this 
iKird  part  various  branches  of  the  revenue,  which  the  national  trea- 
fury  has  thought  fit  to  apply  tb  the  expenfes  of  the.  war,  the  two 
Councils  -have  at  length  come  to  a  generous  refolution  to  pay  it  in 
bans  ;  which  will  be  received  in  payment  of  the  direâ  taxes  and  of 
licences.  It  is  very  fingular,  however,  that  they  have  begun  by- 
paying  the  lad  halt  year's  tlividend  of  the  year  vi.  without  taking 
notice  of  the  three  preceding  dividends,  although  Harmand  declared, 
on  the  2ad  September  1 798,  that  they  were  t^t»  years  in  arrears. 

As  the  return  of  thefe  bonsy  with  which  this  third  is  to  be  paid, 
will  be  fo  much  dead  flock  to  government,  it  was  long  under  dif- 
caiEon  whether  that  facritice  fhould  be  made  to  the  (lockholders  : 
but  Huguet  gained  tijeir  caufe  by  obferving,  **  that  fuch  a  determi- 
nation would  be  advantageous  to  government,  becaufe  //  taouU  liberate 
the  flate  from  fo  much  debt,  altJiough  it  would  require  m  money  ;  and  that 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  flockholders,'  who  would  bkfs  the 
legiflative  bqdy  for  this  aétof  beneficence^  even  fhould  they  lofe  aj 
or  30  Jier  cent,  on  the  bons^  He  was  fupported  by  Arnould,  who 
agreed  that  the  flockholders  would  prefer  receiving  bons  immediately  to 
thj  H'jpE  OF  RECEIVING  sPr.ciE  at  fome  future  period. 

Thus  then  they  will  fpeedily  receive  in  ^o«j  one  of  the  four  half 
year's  dividends  already  due;  but  the  law  which  orders  the  treafurv 
to  pay  them,  enables  it,  at  tlie  fame  time,  to  retain  a  fum  equal  to  the 
amount  cf  their  taxes^  and  only  fo  deliver  Bo^'i  for  the  dij^erence. 

It  was  a  female  .flockholder  who  had  the  merit  of  extorting  this  aft 
oi  beneficence  from  the  Councils,  by  reprefenting,  "  that  the  flate  not 
paying*  w fiat  was  dae  to  htr,  fhe  \vas  unable  to  difcharge  the  taxes 
of  the  current  year,  for  the  amount  of  which  a  gamifer  had  jufl 
been  quartered  upon  her."  After  three  months  deliberation,  the 
Councils  determined  to  pay  this  female  citizen  in  bons,  which  will  be 
of  no  fervice  to  her  except  tadifmifs  the  gamifer,  Sucbis  the  de- . 
crée  for  which  the  creditors  of  the  republic  are  to  bkfs  the  beneficence 
of  their  repfefentatives  !  Surely  it  is  impofiible  to  mock  misfortune, 
with  more  effrontery  !  Nor  would  it  be  poffible  better  to  paint  the 
difaflrous  confequences  of  fo  much  injuflice  than  is  done  by  Bail- 
leul  in  the  following  report,  by  means  of  which  he  obtained  this 
aélof  beneficence: 

"  It  is,  doubtlefs,  a  cruel  and  a  heart-rending  profpeft,  to  behold  • 
the  citizens -in  a  flate  of  jnifery,  and  to  bedew  our  cheeks  with  tc^r& 
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maining  two  years  in  arrears,   they 
have  at   length    begun    paying  one 

for  the  wretched  creditors  of  the  republic,  who  arc  continually  amufcd 
^  with  hopes  that  uniformly  prove  delufive  :  but  their  unhappy  fitua- 
tion  is  not  only  a  misfortune  to  themfelves  ;  it  is  a  public  calamity, 
which  daily  becomes  more  and  more  baneful  to  the  ftate.  Nor  do 
we  hefitate  to  afTert,  that  one  of  the  caufes  which  has  long  proved 
raoft  injurious  to  agriculture,  to  manqfaélures,  and  to  cpmmerce,  and 
has,  more  than  any  other,.  irVipcded  the  payment  tf  tlie  taxes^  is  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  dividends. — Confiuei  the  great  numbers  of  debtor* 
who  had  no  other  means  of  payment — Confider  thofe  too,  who, 
though  having  no  direél  connexion  with  the  ftate  in  regard  to  their  pro- 
perty, and  the  inveftment  of  their  fortune,  yet  are  diftreiTed  by  their 
çebtors,  who  do  not  pay  them,  becaufe  the  latter  are  not  themfelves 
paid  by  the  ftate  ;  wl^e  the  former  are  fued  by  their  creditors,  to 
whom  they  cannot  even  plead  as  an  excufe  the  infolvency  of  the  govern- 
ment, becaufe  to  them  nothing  is  directly  due.  Trace  all  the  links 
of  this  concatenation  of  calamities,  which  extends  to  all  clafles  of 
perfons,  ftiackles  every  man's  fortune,  renders  (every  contraft  pre- 
carious,  every  engagement  uncertain,  the  parties  to  every  tranfaaion 
unfortunate  ;  deftroys  all  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  corrupts  the 
morals  and  probity  of  the  people,  and  thus  reduces  private  to  a  level 
with  public  faith  ;  and  then  you  will  have  a  faint  idea  of  the  innu- 
merable evib  and  diforders  that  arife  from  the  total  fuppreffion  of  a 
national  debt. 

^'  By  keeping  out  of  the  circulation  the  annual  and  periodical 
fupply  of  eighty-nine  millions  of  livres  from  the  dividends  and  pea- 
fions,  the  refources  of  the  public  treafury  are  in  fadk  diminiihed  in 
a  ftill  greater  ratio,  and  deprived  of  a  much  larger  fum.  To  dc- 
monftrate  completely  this  aftertion,  we  would  willingly  trace,  ftep  by 
ftep,  the  various  channels  which  the  innumerable  fubdiviûons  of 
thcfe  eighty-nine  millions  purfue  when  divided  among  the  national 
creditors;  we  would  point  out  to  you  all  the  procefles  by  which  this 
falutary  repartition  carries  life  and  plenty  throughout  the  capillary 
fyftem  of  the  ftate.  You  would  then  fee  how  this  fum,  being  firft 
received  at*  the  public  treafury,  then  paffing  from  liand  to  hand,  and 
fatisfying  all  the  private  wants  of  the  individuals,  in  fa6l  multiplies 
itfelf  to  infinity,  fucceHively  liquidating  in  its  paflage  the  debts  of 
all  through  whofe  hands  it  pafles  ;  who,  one  after  another,  tranfmit 
it  to  their  creditors,  who,  m  their  turn,  .pay  it  to  thofe  to  whom 
they  are  indebted,  and  thefe  to  others.  We  would  ftiow  how,  after 
having  difcharged  this  firft  office,  it  is  employed  to  fupply  the  de- 
mands of  the  manufacturers,  enabling  them  to  pay  wages,  undertake 
repairs,  ere6t  buildings,  form  eftabliSiments,  and  purchafe  raw  ma- 
terials and  other  merchandife.  We  would  fhow,  how  this  fame 
fum  of  money,  when  received  at  the  national  treafury  to  be  intro- 
duced into  commercial  circulation,  gives,  in  its  progrefs,  life  and 
value  to  all  the  various  branches  of  property  it  approaches*    We 
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half-yeai^s  dividend  in  ho7is  ;  which, 
confidering   the  lofs  that  fpecies  6f 


would  fhow  how,  after  having  ferved  as  a  medium  of  liqaiHating  the 
debts  of  individuals,  and  of  giving  aélivity  and  er.'ployment  to  the 
înduftrious,  it  becomes  the  means  of  general  profperity  and  wealth. 
We  would  fhow  how,  after  having  banifhed  povtrtv,  it  enriches 
every  one,  multiplies  commercial  tranfaélions,  and  confeqiiently 
fecilrtates  the  payment  of  the  taxes  by  enriching  the  community. 
We  would  (how  how  it  increafes  the  amount  of  the  ta>w  itfeîf,  by 
augmenting  the  value  of  the  articles  on  which  it  is  collcrfted,  as 
well  as  the  quantity  confumed,  and  confequently  the  number  of 
bargains,  and  other  afts  which  ultimately  produce  it,  and  enable 
every  one  to  pay  it.  Laftly,  we  would  (liow  how,  after  having  thus 
difcharged  an  infinity  of  offices,  it  ag-iin  returns  in  the  iliape  of  a  tax 
into  the  public  treasury,  foon  to  perform  tnew  the  fame  feries  of 
fervices. — Do  you  not  perceive  what  we  have  loft  tji  the  year  vi. 
by  not  paying  thofe  dividends? — not  a  third  of  the  taxes  decreed 
kave^  in  faéfy  been  paid  into  the  national  treafwy.  ^ 

**  We  do  noL  now  receive  one  third  of  what  was  a(5lually  paid  be- 
fore the  year  1790.  And  why  this  defalcation,  but  that  our  engage- 
fnents  are  not  fulfilled  ?  becaufe  the  creditors  of  the  f^ate,  nor  b  ing 
paid,  do  not  difcharge  their  debts  to  oihers  ?  and  thus  dijiruji  is  be- 
come equally  univerfal  with  the  'u:a7it  of  faith  \  and  becaurc-,  in  fuch 
an  order  of  things,  there  is  no  emidation  or  indufry^  and  nothing 
remains  but  difcouragement  and  iinp.otcncy.''^ 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  pi»5lure  drawn  by  this  reporter  of  the 
Influence  of  this  luant  of  faith  in  the  republic,  on  agriculture,  on 
manufactures,  and  on  commerce.  The  lencih  of  this  extra<ffc  will 
be  forgiven,  when  it  is  coriTideied  that  tliis  report,  which  was  deli- 
vered as  that  of  a  committee^  is  at  once  a  pro.^f  jnd  a  recHpitul.ition  of 
all  that  I  have  advanced  throughout  tlie  lix  preceding  chapters, 
which  were  already  printed  otf  when  this  official  paper  came  to  my 
hands.  Every  reader  wiio  is  defirous  of  ftunsing  and  elUmating 
this  diminution  in  the  taxable  income  of  the  people  of  France,  will 

rTceive  that  it  is  impofïible  to  have  a  furer  guide  tiian  the  document 
am  quoting, 

"  In  a  (late  where  commerce  does  not  exift,  money  always  feem^ 
extremely  fcarce,  the  borrowers  are  entirely  at  tlie  mercy  of  the 
lenders,  and  confequently  the  rate  of  intereft  is  very  high. — If  the 
Intereft  of  money  is  at  an  exorbitant  rate,  manufa«.^>urers  will  fufFet 
in  proportion  to  that  calamity.  The  merchant  refufes  the  orders  he 
receives  from  abroad,  becaufe  he  can  neither  fupport  a  competition 
in  price,  nor  grant  thé  credits  that  are  expeétcd.  If  he  wants  af- 
fiftan'ce,  he  cannot  find  money  for  lefs  than  perhaps  15  or  20 
per  cent,  becaule  money  is  only  lent  on  pledges.  It  is  eafy  to 
perceive,  that  if  the  merchant  cannot  borrgw  directly  on  the 
co;vmocljties  he  purçhafes,  nçither  can  the  roaiiufadurejr  on  the  jy?-» 


Millions    Millions 
Sterling;.   Tournois. 
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paper  muft  înfellibly  experience,  can- 
not bê  taken  as  reprefentîng  a  capital 
of  more  than  twenty-fivç  or  thirty 
millions  (15200,000/.^. 
ai  70  for  that  part  of  the  income  of  the  clergy 
which  was  paid  in  tithes.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  form  any  eftimate  of  what 


tides  he  makes  ;  and  hence  it  appears,  that  without  the  aid  of  credit 
every^  merchant  who  has  not  a  confiderable  capital  is  obliged  to  fuf- 
pend  his  fpeculations,  and  the  manufadlurer  is  prevented  from 
exceeding  his  own  funds,  or  perhaps  is  tempted  to  quit  bufinefs,and 
put  out  his  money  to  intereft  at  3  or  4  per  cmt.  per  month,  thuâ 
abandoning  a  fpecies  of  employment  which  is  produAive  to  the  ftate, 
for  operations  which  in  themfelves  are  prejudicial  to  it, 'and  whicn^ 
are  the  confequences  of  the  annihilation  of  credit. — Thus  the  ma- 
iiufafturers  growing  weaker  and  weaker,  agriculture  fuffers  a  pro- 
portionable injury.  The  abundance  of  our  prefent  harvefts  proves 
nothing  with  refpeél  to  the  future  ;  for  the  fermer  will  eîdiauft  the 
land,  and  the  remainder  of  the  flock  laid  out  on  it  :  he  will  leave 
off  manuring,  and  rear  no  cattle.  He  will  only  fow  what  is  indif^ 
penfably  necefîàry,  and  that  without  always  obtaining  a  crop,  for  tha 
earth  is  greedy  before  it  is  generous  ;  the  landlord  will  not  receive  his 
rent,  the  buildings  will  go  out  of  repair,  and  the  colleâ:ion  of  the 
taxes  will  become  impoflible.  Hence  the  price  of  land  will  fall 
conliderably,  and  thofe  M'ho  become  purchafers  will  only  buy  oa 
fpeculatidn,  in  the  expeélation  of  future  advantage  ;  but  their  ima- 
gination will  be  haunted  with  every  fear,  and  they  will  have  cauie 
to  dread  the  power  of  a  government,  whofe  neceflities  will  render 
them  unjufl.  Hence  the  circulation  will  daily  become  more  Ian- 
guid,  and  the  little  money  which  the  general  diftmft  will  fufFer  ta 
appear,  in  lieu  of  leading  to  ufeful  enterprifes,  will  be  fwallowed  up. 
in  the  chefts  of  a  few  greedy  ufurers,  who  will  lend  on  terms  of 
daily  increftfing  feverity  to  thofe  who  are  anxious  to  keep  together 
the  wreck  of  their  finking  fortunés.  ' 

"  In  fueh  a  ftate  of  affairs,  no  great,  no  ufeful,  no  grand  defigna 
are  formed;  diftruft  becomes  general»  extinguiQies' genius,  and 
withers  the  tree  of  national  profperity  to  its  very  roots. — It  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  fermer  to  fell  his  provifions  to  any  advantage. — Ac 
ne  can  enjoy  no  credit,  the  want  of  money  prevents  him  from  cul- 
tivating his  land  to  advantage,  or  beftowing  on  it  the  labour  and 
•cxpenk  it  requires.  The  abundance  that  meets  the  eye,  though  a 
proof  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  fertility  of  the  cUmatCj  V, 
110  pledge  of  future  plenty.*' 
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Mrlllont    Millions 
StciUng.  Tournois* 

may  be  the  inconfiderablc  amount  of 
the  charities  now  bcftowed  on  them. 

4  100  in  penfions  on  the  penfion  lift,  and  ia- 
laries  of  the  various  officers  of  govern- 
ment, the  army  and  navy  officers,  and 
the  income  of  the  profeflbrs  of  phyfio 
and  of  law.  Thefe  I  eflimate  at  one 
half,  or  fifty  millions  (two  millions 
flerling). 

&  200  profits  of  perfons  employed  in  other 
profeffion^,  trades,  and  callings,  now 
reduced  to  at  moft  one  fourth,  or 
fifty  millions  (two  millions  fterling). 

jp  700  or  750  for  the  profits  of  the  proprietors 
of  manufadoriçs,  their  principal 
workmen  and  clerks,  and  the  mer- 
chants who  fupplied  them  with  raw 
materials,  which  they  afterwards  re- 
exported in  their  manufaélured  flate, 
diilributed  over  the  country  for 
home  confumption,  or  fold  to  the 
inland  retail  dealer.  This  article 
includes  not  only  the  profit  of  foreign 
commerce,  but  the  much  larger  and 
more  various  profits  of  the  inland 
trader,  land-carrier,  and  retail  dealer  ; 
and,  in  a  word,  thofe  of  all  the  oc- 
cupations conneded  with  commerce  : 
alfo  the  profits  of  fleepihg  partners, 
bankers,  commiffion-merchants,-  bro- 
kers, underwriters,  and  all  thofe  who 
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intervene  between  the  farmer  or  manti- 
faâurer,  and  the  confumer:  to  which 
muil  be  added  the  profits  of  the  caity- 
ing  trade, fiflieries,  and  other  ihippîhg. 
Confidering  the  deftru6lion   of  the 
Ihipping,  the  decay  of  the  manufac- 
tures,   the  ruin  of  commerce,    and 
the  total  annihilation  of  the  fiflieries, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  eftimate  all 
thefe  branches  as  now  producing  more 
than  130  millions  (5,200,000/*  iler- 
ling);. 
This  article,  however,  is  extremely  uncertain  ;  and 
it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  this  eftimate,  as 
well  as  moft  of  the  preceding,  depends  on  data,  none 
of  which  are  clearly  and  pofitively  afcertained  *  ;  yet 

*  In  thus  eiHmating  at  nearly  a  milliard  the  profits  of  thofe  who 
are  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  commerce,  of  raanu- 
faébires,  and  of  trades  and  callings,  I  have  nearly  agreed  with 
Aniould,  who,  in  1791,  eftimated  them  at  104 1  millions;  yet  our  ' 
data  are  entirely  different,  fince  he  added  the  n^t  profits  of  the  foreign 
and  inland  trade  to  the  gro/s  produce  of  the  manufactures,  and  of 
trades  and  callings,  which  he  only  eilimated  at  $04.  millions.  But 
thus  to  combine  thefe  two  objets,  when  fpeaking  of  the  income 
of  a  people,  is  to  take  the  pecuniary  value  of  all  the  commodities 
fupplied  by  a  manufactory,  or  aa  edate,  for  the  net  ^nd  taxable 
income  of  the  farmer  or  manufacturer. 

Nothing  can  be  more  vague  tlian  the  manner  in  which  the  Frencji 
writers  have  hitherto  treated  of  this  fubjeCt.  One  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated of  the  economifts,  M.  le  Trofne,  has  eftimated  the  total  in- 
come of  France  at  3134  millions,  which  is  alfo  very  nearly  the  fum 
at  which  I  have  eftimated  it;  but  he  confounded  the  profits  of  the 
farmer  with  the  grofs  value  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  which  are  two 
very  different  articles.  As  to  that  part  of  the  profit  arifing  from 
commerce,  he  purpofely  omitted  it,  becaufe  the  economifts  have 
always  perfifted  in  not  confidering  it  as  entitled  to  the  name  o{ produce. 

Amould,  endeavouring  to  reCtify  this  computation,  propoféd  a 
new  one,  in  which,  however,  the  general  rejiroduéiive  produce  of  the 
kingdom  was  ftill  confounded  with  the  taxable  income  of  its  inhabit, 
ants  \  lot  he  computed  the  territorial  produce  of  France  at  200b 


(    256    ) 

îf  no  confidcràble  error  is  difcovered  în  it  ;  or  if,  in 
fconlefiing  the  eftimate  of  one  or  other  of  the  items^ 


millions^  although,  in  the  reft  of  his  works,  he  eftimates  the  rents 
received  by  laud -owners,  and  the  profits  of  farmers,  at  only 
looo  or  I  TOO  millions.  It  is,  however,  thefe  two  laft  articles  that 
conftitutc  the  taxable  income^  which  is  the  only  object  of  our  prefent 
inquiry,  the  only  one  which  it  is  really  ufeful  to  examine,  and  the  only 
one  on  which  a  ftatefman  can  expe<5t  to  attain  to  an/  degree  of  exa6fc- 
nefs.  It  was  by  purfuing  this  method  that  Arnould  arrived  at  a 
grand  total  of  3400  millions,  in  which,  however,  he  neither  included 
/the  taxable  revenue  of  the  clergy,  who  live  upon  their  tithes,  nor 

.  the  falaries  of  civil  and  military  officers,  nor  the  intereft  of  the  na- 
tional debt. 

The  minifter  Clavière,  in  his  work  on  Puhhc  Faith^  publiftied  ia 
1788,  has  eftimated  tlie  income  of  tfie  inhabitants  of  France  at  three 
milliards;  and  it  is  evident,  he  is  only  fpeaking  of  the  taxable  income» 
The  only  ground,  however,  on  which  this  calculation  ftands,  is  that 
of  Davenant,  who,  in  1698,  computed  the  taxable  income  of  the 
Englîflî  at  forty-three  millions  fleMing,  and  that  of  the  French  ât 
eighty- one  millions  fterling,  or  about  two  milliards  of  livres.  Da- 
venant, however,  entered  into  no  particulars,  nor  has  the  writer  I 
have  juft  quoted  fupplieci  the  deficiency,  having  merely  ftated  vaguely 
and  jas  a  fa(^,  that  the  income  of  the  French  had  only  experienced  an 
increafe  of  one  half  in  the  fpace  of  ninety,  years.  The  iketch  I 
have  drawn  of  it  has  confirmed  me  in  this  idea. 

1  am  much  deceived,  if  the  French  econoniifls  will  not  conteft  the 
enumeration  of  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  more  ftreuuoufly 
than  any  other.  They  will  fay,  that  to  take  an  account  of  the  in- 
tereft' of  a  debt  as  an  item  of  nhtional  income,  is  to  reckon  it  twice 
over;  becaufe  it  is  paid  out  of  that  iilcome.  Though  this  objeôiofl 
appears  plaufible,^  yet  the  dividends  on  a  public  debt  ought  rather  to 
be  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  grouhd-rent  held  by  one  claf§  of  cid- 
zens,  and  charged  on  the  income  of  the  reft.  This  rent  only  pafTes 
through  the  hands  of  government  into  thofe  of  the  creditors  of  the 
ftate;  and  fince  thefe  creditors  repay  to  the  government,  in  tbefcrm 
of  taxes,  a  part  of  the  fums  they  receive  as  dividends^  it  is  evident 
^  tliat  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  conftitutes  a  part  of  the  taxahk 
income.  The  author  of  the  report  which  bears  the  name  of  BailleuV 
is,  I  believe,  the  firft  Frenchman  who  has  either  fek  or  explauied 
this  faô  :  but  I  am  alfo  of  opiniop,  that  he  has  much  too  ftrongly 
enforced  itô  application,  when  he  aflerts  that  the  regular  payment 
JOÏ  eighty-nine  millions  of  intereft  ijûmdd  bring  300  milliohs  into  the  na^. 
tional  treafwy, 

Although  the  wages  of  artifans  and  journeymen  are,  to  a  cer-. 
tain  point,  not  only  taxable,  but  aélually  taxed,  they  cannot  be  in- 
cluded in  the  general  account  of  the  income  of  a  nation,  whidi  we 
fcpuld  thus  multiply  without  end.    This  difficulty,  however,  de* 


the  general  propQrti<»lîQjf;tb^«.aggrçgate4iminulioa 
is  admitted,  it  wiU /ftnftvv»,  .Jhat  tbç.f0tsa«ï;iç^pilajlj.af 
Ihe.pmpfe  of  Fr^npç  i^'pedu€ed:frpB5^jS^)out  .fifijy 
milliards  :to:ten,  aod.theirrftiixaWe  iUcQcie.ftpna  ^bppt 

three  milliards  to  oRCi;;;         ::A  •:'/:'■  :?  ir; 

.  Such:  hare  been.rthe  <aQf€squ^ce^f:ofr*rthe  igraiKl 
natiooal.coiafifcatiçMas, . fcqu^ftratioiïç,  .forped  loa;ngj, 
7naxmumsy  requifitiqnô,.andi,.^boye;  îtl'1,%  o^ihtxpapçr 
.  circulât ioriy  which  occafiojied  a.  total  banJlçruptcy  qf 
forty-five  inilliards  of  affigpats,  two  mijliaixis  and  a 
half  o^  mandais,  many,  hundred  miUioos.pf  ordonh 
nances^  and: of  two  thirds,,  or  rather  of  the  whole  of 
the.  natipnal  funds,  bpth  .old  ^nd  nç\ir,  .  Aod  wh^t 
remains,,  after  fo  mariy  facrifices  ûifferqd.  by  this 
wretched  nation  î  A  cp.nfHtution,  wholp,  pages  qf 
which,  the  guardians,  to.  whom  it  iS;  confided,  arc 
daily  tearing  out,  while,  at  the  fame  time^  they  am 
daily  rpnewirjg  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  its  laws;  the 
exeççatioQ  of  all  their  allies,  whom  they  .have  ruii^ejl 
and  impoveriflied  ;  and,  laflly,  conqueijfcs  which  will 


ferves  to  be  mentioned,  to  fUow  that  we  ought  not  to  purfue  calcu- 
lations of  this  nature  with  any  expedlation  of  attaining  to  thé  exaft 
truth,  but  merely  as  an  illuilration  of  the  fubjedt.     . 

So  various  are  the  views  of  writers  on  thefe  topics,  that  Dupont, 
who  attempted  a  fimilar  eftjmate  previous  to  the  revolution,  com- 
puted ^t  only  1500  millions  the  truly  taxable  income  of  the  people 
of  France,  including  that  ariling  from  land,  irom  the  colonies,  from 
the  fiflieries,  and  from  commerce  and  manufactures  j  while  to  me  it 
appears  to  have  amounted  to  twice  that  fum.  We  differ,  however, 
lefs  than  may  at  firft  appear  in  the  principal  general  refult  of  our 
calculation  :  I  mean  in  the  proportional  diminution  of'  the  income 
itfelf  ;  Jfor,  in  December  1795,  the  fame  deputy  acknowledged,  that 
it  could  no  longer  be  confidered  as  exceeding  800  millions,  or  that 
it  was  fallen  in  the  proportion  of  fifteen  to  eight  5  and  if  I  compute 
the  lofs  in  the  proportion  of  fifteen  to  five,  this  arifes  from  a  ftill 
further  diminution  in  the  productive  indu  dry  of  the  French,  ^x^ 
the  total  cei^tian  of  federal  branches  of  profit. 
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infallibly  involve  them  in  farther  facrifices,  although 
Barbe  Marbois  congratulated  his  countrymen  on  the 
fecurity  thcfe  conquefts  procured  for  their  enjoying 
fmr  tentmHésx>f  peace.  The  prefidcnt  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Five  Hundred  even  went  further ;. for  when 
exulting  in^  the  invaluable  benefits  arifing  from  the 
revolution,  he  dared  even  to  appeal  to  the  people 
themfelves,  '  and  take  them  to  witnefs  how  Jink  it  had 
toft  them  ifi  emnpnrijbn  witk'its  real  value  *. 

What  !  has  that  revolution  coji  fo  little ,  whofe 
bloody  experiments  have  rt>bbéa  the  country  of  that 
ttoriarchi'clal  'govèrrimértt,  under  whith  alone  its 
inhabitants  can  profper,  of  the  flower  of  the  male 
*and  indùôrîous  part  of  its  population,  and  of  the 
-iflorality  àï  the  remainder  who  ftill  furvive,  of  font 
fifths  of  their  capitals,  arid  of  two  thirds  of  their 
incomes! 

It  is  principally  to  this  laft  facrifice  that  we  ought 
to  direfl:  i:he  view  of  thofe  cabinets,  who  fiiffer  them- 
fclves  to  be  impofed  on  by  the  romantic  boafls  of  the 
Direétôry.  That  quintumvirate  endeavour  to  excite 
their  fears  by  rcprefenting  themfelyes  as  dilpofing  at 


*  It  is  worthy  of  obfetvarion,  that  the  prefîdcnt  who  thus  ex» 
preffed  himfelf,  is  the  fame  Bailleul,  who,  eight  monlhs  after,  deK- 
vered  at  the  tribune,  as  the  fruit  of  his  meditations,  the  excellent 
report'  of  which  I  have  given  fo.  copious  an  extraél,  and  which  is 
the  beft  proof  of  the  poifonous  fruits  of  the  revolution. 

It  is  àlÔ)  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  few  weeks  before  he  thus  tore 
off  the  veil  that  concealed  from  the  view  of  foreign  nations  the  real 
fbte  of  France,  the  fame  member  had  given  the  folio  whig  advice  to 
thofe. of  his  colleagues,  who  began  to  be  dejeéted  with  the  contem- 
plation of  the  future  proÇ)e6t  :  tVe  muft  not  enable  the  enemies  ^  the 
révolution  to  tnahe  a  wea/ton  if  what  we  may  our/elves  fay  againfi  its 
confequcnces.  Even  fu^h  as  it  now  /x,  it  will  be  blessed*^  every  man* 
^tOih  remembers^  &c. 
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will  of  the  energies  of  a  BAtion  whoferefmnesare  entirei 
But  if,  after  analyiing  thefe  refources^  we  take  the 
trouble  to  compare  them  with  the  extenfivenefs  of 
the  demands  which  they,  themfelves  rq>i€fent  as  iir-* 
difpeniahly  necdSTary  for  the  next  (^mpaign^  we  fhall 
difcover  thefe  demands  to  lexceed  the  total  of  the  net 
and  taxable  income'  of  this  impoverifhed  nation. 
.  I  ftiall  here  take  leave  to  confirm  my  flatements 
by  a.  digreffiou, ,  which  will  throw  confiderable  lighf 
on  the  enormous  deficit  of  which  I  am  about  to 
fpeak.  I  have  alreadyhadoccafion  taobferve,  that 
it  is  owing  to  the  taxable  income  of  thcËnglifh  na^ 
tion  having  trebled  withio  the  laft  century,  that,  un- 
der George  IlL  they  ip-e  able  to  pay  ten  times  as 
much  in  taxes,  fiends  yijt.. have  greater  means  of  en- 
joyment, than  in  th/Crt'unp  of  William  III.  who  levied 
only  one  tenth  of  the  prefcnt  amoi^nt  of  taxée  on  an 
income  ei^ual  to  û»^JtÂ/V^rof,thatx:[f^theprefentd?Jt 
The  caufe  of  this  lis  the «impoffîbility  of  laying  heavy 
taxes  on  necefiaries;  whereas  the  limHs  to  t^t^tion 
on  luxuries  are  ind6fif>afc|\e^/for  in  proportion  aS^jtlTefe 
increafe^  the  fiate  may,  in  cafe  of  need,  continually 
augment  the  proportion  of  its  demands^:  ThuJS  \tï% 
eafier  to  take  the  fourth  part  ofj  tji^'&qopd  n^Ulipp^ 
and  even  the  half  of  the  third,  than  the  tenth.of;the 
firft.  In  applying  Xïmr^Q\^(  epçgçrjpicntal^nançc 
to  the  impoverilliment  of  the.Fjçqngh,iiation,  it  will 
be-  immediately  perceived,  ,thatuf  the  incoijae,;as 
wjçll  ^çultui;a)i  •  a^ ,, wmmjérciaL  ^n^j  manufaâural, 
has  been  reducec^^  tp  ,pne  third,  pr  fonly  to  half  its 
former  amount,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  for  theprefent 
governors  to  extort  half  the  amount  of  the  taxes 

sa 
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levied  in  the  time  of  Lewîs^  XVI.     This-pofltiort 
fliall  be  illuftrated  by  an  example;'.  .  :  .  .  . 

'  An  individual  who  cnjbys  aff-  income  of  ii>oo 
livres  peranrmm  may,  in -ftrlftriefs,  devote  50b  livres 
to  the  ex^rifefif'bf  the  fiate.  'Bat  fliould  ifômc  un- 
forefeen  ^èvit  Tcflâce  this  income  to  1000  livres  per 
annum^  there- hb  longer  cxiôs  thfe  fame  ground  for 
demanding  !à  -féwrth  of  his  incomèj  ôr'25b  livres.  In 
the  fîrfl:  eafeynbhe  ftate  took  btîîy^'part  of  KisYiiper- 
fluify;  in  the  ftcônd,  it  woiïTddiéprîvehirii'^f  à  part 
of  his  neccffiit%s:  If,  t)ri-fhè  btherhand,  his  fortune 
bèincfeafed  tb  5000  livres  |^fr-5^;7fawz,  he  may  more 
Cîlfily  give  I  boo  livres*  to  'tKc-^te^ithail  he  could^te- 
ferè  pay  50b  ciîiï  éî  aoob.  '^'THîS'ëxaiApIe  âj^jpiies^  lii 
aft'inverfè ratîd'ttt  the  public Tieyemfes oFGrc^' Bfrt^iiî 
and  France,  -aM^'fhows'^wWjr'tBfe*  pèbpîe  of  iâté'àt 
Britain  àré  Tefs -feùrderied*  tlmR'^îormcrfy/  altli6ugh 
tîïcy  |)ay^'%ïûèii1iT!^r  fumV  wheîèas  tiie  Frehcli  are 
ifffihitdy  niérèoji^teffed^^  tBbâgh  flfefum  thq^pay  is 
much  fikialléh         •  •  /    •  - 

^iTiis  Jptiftciple  iS  fb*wèM  «lïderftood  in-Erigland, 
tlwit  all  thofe  are  exeiftpted  \ff 6m  the  income  tax 
xvftbfe  nfet  irièottlé-  dbes  nfot^-amount  to  6fe/.  ilérlîng 
j^^^'àmkM\^*VL^^k'  icaloîs  adopted^  Vhiôh  takes  only 
à  hundred  atid*  twentieth  from  thofe  whofe  incomes 
arë'cxf  ^bat  amd^iiti'^  ^ABbVe  that  (urn  it  gradually  in*- 
c#éaiè*s  iti  a  fnM2fr«k)re  rapid  ^rbpiortion  tifiari  that  oif 
the  dnteoisie  itfdf  f^  fér  ihftànSir^ôrié  af  i2o7,' is  taxed 
noiat  a  fixtiëthjlHit'a  thirtJflîKxMi  1  one  of  i8b/iat  a 
fourteenth  ;  and  all  incomes  àiùdùnf  irig  to  200/.  or  up- 
wards; at  a  tenth.  This  fcale  is  nearly  the  fame  as^  the- 
progreffive  fcaie  eftabliflxèd  at  Athens»  The  citizens. 
4 


were  there  divided  into. four  claflTe^;  thofcwho  had 
an  cftatc  producing  50Û  meafures  of  corij  paid  o«^ 
talent. to  the, ftate;  thofeof  300,  A/?^  a  talçnt ;  thofe 
of  a 00,  only  a  Jixtli%x  and» all  thofe  under  that  fiim 
nothing  \  juil.,as  from  ^hç  new  tax  introduced  in  Eng- 
land, ?U  thofe  are  ;€^3j:eaipt  whofe  incomes^  do  not 
amount  to  60/.  flerlingj^^r  amium  *.    \ 

*  However  juft  in  theory  the  univcrfal  adoption  of  a  /irogrejpve 
fcale  of  taxation,  or  raxhtt  Jiro^ejtve  dimitrntiotty  may  appear,  yet  it 
ÎS  evidently.  ina|:^licable  to  a  Ux.  oa^  l^nd,  bcca^fç  .a  law  which 
ihould  tax  an  eftate  higher  wTien  polTeffed  by  a.fingle  individual  than 
when  .divided,  among  ferctrai  proprietors,  would  impede  the  prbgrefs- 
of  agriculture  by  deftroying  the  emulation  of  landholders,  to  extend 
their  pofTeflions.  Hence  it  follows,  that  as  a  land-tax  cannot  be 
pYûgftfive^  it  would  be  un^ife  to, make  that  the  only  tax^-  as  has  been 
propofed  in  France  by  the  econtJmifts,  to  whofe  chimerical  abfur- 
iiities  this  is  a  fufficient  and  a  conclufive  anfwer.  • 

Perhaps,  however,  even  the  Athenian  fcale  plight  be  admiflibic 
in  refpeft  to  the  land-tax  of  a  fmall  (late  like  Geneva,  or  the  de-^ 
mocratic  cantons  of  Switzerland,  whofe  territories  are  very  limited  \ 
and  where  it  is,  therefore,  of-  importance  to  tqrQ  the  indy ftry  of  the 
inhabitants  towards  commerce  and  manufactures.  But  In  an  empire 
as  extenfive  as  that  of  France,  and  whofe  chief  A)lW5s  coniSft  in- 
}and,  to  decree  that  they  fhall  be  taxed  progreffively,  according  to 
the  fortune  of  the  poflèlîbr,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  produce  oif 
the  land  itfelf,  was  enabling  an  agrarian  /<?w;  foriucb,  iu  |i^,'Wa6 
that  which  the  legiflative  aiïembly  adopted  on  the  i8tU  March  1793, 
alleging,  that  large  eftates  were  a  gre^i/ocial  difofder. 

This  decree,  it  is  true,  has  been  partly  amended  and  partly  re- 
pealed by  fubfequent  laws  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  legiflators 
V-'ho  propofed  it,  at  length  declare  that  the  beft  mc^ns  of  taxing  the 
rich  is  to  tax  the  confumption  of  the  poor,  , 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  fcale  of  taxation  adopted  at  Athens 
was  not  io  much  an  afcending  fcale  directed  agaiaft  the' rich,  as  a 
defcending  fcale  in  alleviation  of  thofe  citizens  who  had  little  or  no 
fupcrfluityto devote  to  the  expenfes  of  the  ftate.  Thus  we  have  tUq 
jturioujs  phaenomenon  of  the  fyftçm  of  the  Athenians  being  adopted 
and  fajLiàioned  by  the  Britifh  parliament,  in  the  very  fame  year 
when  thp  French  are  deploring  its  evil  effe(5ls,  and  when,  thçir  rivals' 
in  democracy^  the  Dutcn,  bavç  adopted  a  fcale  much  lefs  favqurable 
to  the  poorl 

But  the  modern  Roman  republic  has  furpafîèd  l\ei»  mother  and 
fifler  republics  in  the  fifcal  art  ;  for  her  confuls  have  difcovered  a 
p'ogreffive  fcale  entirely  new.  The  Moniteur  of  the  1 3th  Auguft  1 798, 
^o.  326,  informs  us,  <'  that  they  hav^  ^ftaWiu»ed^iWi|  to  whickc 
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But  why  fliould  wc  fearch  the  recorâs  of  ancient 
hiftory  for  proofs  that  the  taxable  means  of  a  nation 
increafe  or  decrcafe  in  a;  very  different  proportion 
from  that  of  the  aftual  incomes  of  the  individuals, 
when  the  events  that  have  fo  recently  taken  place  in 
France  furnifh  us  with  a  complete  demonflration  o^ 
the  theory  which  I  advanced  in  the  year  1796,  and 
again  mamtained  in  the  beginning  of  1798  ;  at  which 
period  I  defied  the  Direélory  to  levy  a  million  a  day 
on  the.  whole*  of  the  republic.  Many  were  then  of. 
opinion^  that  I  was  either  deceived  with  regard  to 
their  refources,  or  that  I  was  çaçrely  endeavouring  to 
depreciate  their  power  :  yet  I  am  now  enabled  to 
prove,  that  the  fum  total  of  what  are  called  the 
contribuions  does  not  amount  to  .much  n\ore  than 
HALF  a  million  per  day. 

As  the  financiers  of  France  have  exerted  themfelves 
to  the  utmoA  to  conceal  this  deficit,  it  is  of  import- 
ance iq  point  out  the  expedients  to  which  they  have 
had  recourfe  for  this  purpofc. 

And  firfl:,.  in  confequence  of  the  decree  which  ex- 
aôed,  within  the  fpace  of  three  months,  a  payment 
va  anticipation  of  three  fourths  of  the  land-tax,  the 
receipts    of  the  eniuing  month  (November   1797) 

amounted  to  thirty-fix  millions;    and  the  national 

4 ■■ ■  .  II      . 

thofe  who  have  an  iricomç  of  from  three  to  Çiyi  thoufand  fcudi  f  are 
to  pay  a  third  of  their  income;  thofe  from  fix  to  ten  thotifand  to 
pay  two  thirds  ;  and  thofe  who  have  more  than  ten  thoufand  fcudi ^^r 
mknum^  to  pay  a  whole  year's  income.  If  thefe  individuals  want 
money  for  this  loan,  the  ftate  wilt  furnifh  them  with  it  on  mort- 
gaging their  property." 

This  is  what  the  J^oman  confuls  call  mirumting  thetr  feniors  in  the 
/acred  career  of  eqiudify.  "         . 

f  Roman  crowns^  which  are  the  fame  -with  SpaniOi  'dollars. 
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treasury  pubîiflied  the  account,  to  prove  that  the 
revolution  of  the  i8th  Fruélidqr  had  becomes  new 
4era  in  their  f  nances.  During  this  internal  feveral 
deputies  exulted  in  the  brilliant  fucceik  of  .their  new 
budget,'  and  cried  out  in  chorus  with  Riou,  that  the 
receipts  had  never  keen  either  fo  rapid  orjh  abundant  i 
and  that  the  law  of  the  gth  Vendémiaire  (30th  Septem- 
ber ly^j)  nii^ht  be  confidered as  tJieepocha  of  the  re- 
generation of  their  finances  *.  But  it  mull,  be 
added,  that  the  treafury  only  tl^ought  proper  to  pub- 
liih  the  receipts  in  November  1797;  and  that  th^ty 
exerted  themfelve^  tp  the  utmoft  to  avoid  procJucing 
the  accounts  of  the  fubfequent  receipts,  although  the 
Councils  repeatedly  ordered  them  to  publifh  afulLatyî 
partiailfir  açcçunt  monthly^  ijncjcr  a  threat  of  otherwifp 
pehold'mg  another  1 8/A  Fnf4l\dor  \. 

- — WTTT- — : : — — •■  -■    ■  •  ■.■■■■■ 

*  Sjttinç  of  the  13th  December  1797. 

f  This  menace  was  uttered  by  Riou' on  the  4th  "March  1798-; 
but  his  colleague  Portiez  had  anticipated  him  feven  weeks  befor?» 
when  oppofing  fpme  new  projeâ:  of  expenfe.  "  Before  we  decide/' 
faid  he,  "  on  fimilar  projeéts,  we  ought  to  be  furniflied  with  an 
exaA  account  of  the  (bite  of  the  treafury,  and  this,  notwithitanfiing 
all  the  refolutions  we  have  pafled,  we  are  unable  to  obtain.  Hence 
we  proceed  groping  in  the  dark^  and  decreeing  detf  hy  day  whatever  is 
propofed,  and  this  without  2A\y  trecife  idea  of  >yhat  is  received  and 
expended  by  the  treafury.  Bgt  it  is  not  thus  that  the  reprei^ntatives 
of  the  nadon  ought  to  vote — if  ^ve  adopt  this  prqjeâ,  and  if  these 
fliould  be  found  next  month  a  deficit  in  the  national  coffers,  I  iliquld  . 
not  be  furprifed  if  we  were  told,  There  is  a  deficit  of  fi  mitch^  and 
this  deficit  muft  be  fufiplied.^^ 

This  was  the  language  of  a  clear-fighted  i^an  ;  b\it  the  treafury,' 
who  were  equally  dear^fightcd,  had  no  inclination  to  remove  the 
veil  during  the  negotiations  at  R^fladt,  and  therefore  fufrercd  the 
two  Councils  flill  to  gropç  m  in  the  dark^  and  decree,  day  hy  day^  tvtty 
difburfenient  that  wis  propofed,  without  giving  them  the  fmalleft 
idea  whether  they  could  do  honour  to  their  draughts.  It  was  not 
till  many  months  after  this  period  that  they  came  and  faid.  There  is 
a  deficit  of  fo  much^  and  tfiis  deficit  mufi  be  funked.    And  not' till  then, 

84 
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After  having  left  them^  during  a  long  time,  at  the 
mercy  of  their  accufers,  the  n^inifter  of  finances  at 
length  came  to  their  aid,  and  to  Ihow  that  it  was 
through  crvifm  that  they  difobeyed  the  orders  of  the 
Council,  declared,  "  that  in  the  tenth  month  of 
the  year  vr.  191  millions  ftill  remained  due  upon  the 
land-tax,  and  that  the  receipts  on  the  perfonal  con- 
tributions did  not  amount  to  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
tax." 

Villers  and  Fabre  had,  long  before  this,  complained 
of  the  non-fulfilmtnt  of  the  law  of  the  9th  Vendémiaire^, 
or  the  budget  of  the  year  vi,  ;  and  if  we  rccolleâ:, 
that  they  were  Ihemfelves  the  propofers  of  this  law, 
and  that,.ât  the  time  of  bringing  it  forward,  they  had 
^aken  upon  them  to  guarantee,  that  the  616  millions 
of  expenditure  would  indubituiîy  he  covered  hy  the 
monies  that  would  be  recehed  *,  no  one  will  wonder, 
that  on  ^rceiying  that  thefe  receipts  would  hardly 
produce  otte  half  the  fum  cxpeâed,  they  endea- 
voured again  to  take  in  hand  that  celebrated  budget 
which  they  had  thus  caufed  to  be  acceded  to  without 
examination,  by  reprefenting  it  as  a  new  and  grand 
iyflem  which  had  been  completely  moulded  at  once ^  and 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  without  any  modifications 
whatever. 

After  eight  months  trial  of  this  new  fyftem,  Ozun 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  expreffed  himfelf  as  fol- 


that  is,  not  till  the  laft  decade  but  one  of  the  year  vi.  did  they  pre- 
fent  the  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  firft  elevep 
months. 

*  Fabre^  in  the  fitting  of  the  4th  November  1 797. 


(  ^<S5  > 
lows  :  '*  The  law  of  the  9th  Vendémiaire  has  beeti 
erroneoufly  confidered  as  a  complete  fyjiem  of  finances: 
it  was  but  the  frame-worky  and  that  frame- work,  has 
never  yet  been  filled  up.  In  facl,  it  only  pointed 
opt  (otaejburces  of  revenue,  but  without  conftiêutihg  the 
revenue  itfelf-"  This  criticifm  on  the  above-men- 
tioned law,  though  rather  tardy,  was  the  more  juft, 
us  the  greater  part  of  the  taxes  included  in  the  budget 
of  the  9th  Vendémiaire  had  only  been  decreed  in 
principle  ;  and  although  they  required  other  laws  of  a 
more  circumftantial  nature,  before  they  could  conJH'- 
tuie  or  procure-  a  revenue,  the  legiflators  had  con- 
ftantly  refufed  to  hear  of  thefe  new  regulations.  It 
might  alinoii  be  faid,  that  they  had  refolved,  in  all 
refpeâs,  to  imitate  thç  party  they  had  juft  tranfported 
to  Cayenne,  for  the  atrocious  crime  of  having  left 
the  government  deftitute  of  funds.  Hence,  at  every 
refufal,  Villers  and  his  co-operator  Fabre,  who  trem- 
bled left  they  Ihould  be  rendered  refponfible  in  their 
turn  for  the  deficiency  of  the  year  vi.  continually  re- 
peated  that  the  taxes  decreed  were  to  be  followed  by 
organic  laws  which  muft  be  organized. 

Thus  it  was  not  tiH  they  had  long  prepared  the 
Council  to  hear  of  a  déficit,  though  always  avoiding 
to  fpecify  it,  that  Villers  ventured  to  propofe,  on  the 
ifl:  June,  a  new  lift  of  taxes,  in  lieu  of  thofe  which 
they  had  cpnfented  tp  decree,  but  refufed  to  organize. 
"  If  we  are  at  this  day,"  faid  he,  "  obliged  to  re- 
model the  budget  of  the  9th  Vendémiaire,  it  is  becaufe 
that  law  is  nqt  fo  produâiye  as  we  imagined  it  would 
prove. — Do  not  abandon  yourfelves  to  the  moft  dan- 
gerous of  all  iyftpms,  th^t  of  ?ifalfe  Security"'     This 
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leflbn  having  been  well  received,  as  was  alfo  the  new- 
lift  of  taxes  brought  forward  by  this  fpeaker,  he 
thought  it  a  favourable  moment  to  apprife  the  afleoi- 
bly,  that  "  thefe  new  taxes  would  only  tend  to  the 
improvement  of  the  old,  and  that  the  committee  of 
finances  would  Jpeedily  propofe  additional  taxes  to  fup- 
ply  the  deficit.'*  But  the  journal  of  the  debates  in- 
forms us,  that  Villers  had  no  fooner  uttered  thefe 
words,  than  he'  was  interrupted  by  murmurs  of  difap- 
probation  *  ;  and  that,  to  filence  his  interrupters,  hp 
let  tliefe  words  efcape  him  :  "  Reprefehtatives  of  the 
people,  the  pay  of  the  troops  amounts  to  three  mllions 
fer  decade.  It  is  impoflible  as  yet  to .  diminilh  your 
expenfes  in  any  refpeâ  ;  yet  the  receipts  come  in  with 
a  moft  difcoiir aging  tardinefs.  Knpw  that  fince  the  ift 
Vendémiaire  not  two  hundred  millions  have  been 
received!" 

We  may  obferve,  that,  notwithfianding  his  chagrin, 
Villers  ftill  preferved  fome  prudence,  and  ojily  fufFered 
one  half  of  the  fecret  to  efcape  him  ;  for  while  thus 
declaring  they  had  not  received  200  millions  in  eight 

"  ■  •  ■  '•  '  '      '  V  .  ■■■■■■-■■  ■         '     ■      I    ■■         i     ■  I  'I  ^ 

*  This  fcenc,  which  was  but  a  prelude  to  what  followed,  was  ex- 
tremely animated  :  Can  w<r  t/tm  adjourn  tJte  necejhiès  of  the  republic  f 
faid  Crochon,  when  endeavouring  to  procure  iilençe  for  Villers  tp 
proceed.  But  being  like  liim  interrupted,  he  added  in  a  louder  voice, 
^*  //  is  /aid  tlu propofed  taxes  will  only  produce  eighteen  millions  ;  let  us 
however  adopt  then)  ;  for  even  that  fum  is  a  confiderable  diminution 
of  the  deficit.  You  may  adopt  others  afterwards."  Another  mem- 
ber put  a  (top  for  a  moment  to  all  thefe  controverfies,  by  the  follow-  , 
ing  important  obfervatiop  :  It  is  not  enough  to  aâijpeedily  ;  we  muft  aél 
well  :  ejhecially  in  finances.  Thus,  in  order  to  aft- well,  they  did  not 
aék  at  âttl.  Murmurs  were  the  only  anfwcr  Villers. and  Crochon  re- 
ceived to  their  new  budget,  and  the  only  fubfidies  granted  to  the  Di- 
reétory  were  ftrong  exhprtations  to  economy,  "  A  republican  go- 
vernment," faid  Lacuée,  ♦'  can  a/oa^  render  the  people  happy  ;  bijt 
order  and  economy  in  the  finances  are  alfo  powerful  mçans  of  prefcrY^ 
ing  that  form  of  government.^^ 
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months,  he  look  care  not  to  fpccify  the  precife  amount 
that  had  been  received,  or  to  conapare  their  late  re- 
ceipts' with  thofe  of  the  month  immediately  following 
the  revolution  of  the  i8th  Fruélidor.  ,  • 
;  But  this  referve  had  become  almoft  ulblefs  ;  for  in 
the  fame  debate  in  which  Villers's  coUeagueg  endear 
voured  to  filence  him,  he  revealed  the  following  fa<ft 
relative  to  the  expenditure  :  "It  is  bat  too  true," 
faid  he,  *'  our  expenfes  are  enormous.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly truth — ^but  we  mufl:  candidly  acknowledge  it. 
The  maritime  war  you  are  carrying  on  againfl:  the  lafl: 
of  your  enemies  will,  in  faâ,  be  more  experifive  than 
the  continental  war  which  you  have  waged  againft 
the  whole  of  Europe." 

Yet  notwithftanding  the  pains  the  ihembers  took  to 
fpeak  as  vaguely  as  poffible  of  the  grofs  amount  of 
the  deficit;  it  was  impoffible  that,  while  difcuffing  the 
neceffity  of  fupplying  the  void,  they  ihould  not  remove 
*  more  and  more  of  the  tranfparent  veil  with  which 
they  attempted  to  conceal  it.  Thus  Lucien  Buona- 
parte, under  pretext  of  oppofing  the  army-contraâors, 
whom  he  defcribed  as  watching  every  operation  of 
finance^  and  as  being  endowed  zvith  the  Hhftarred  gift 
of  Cajfandra,  propofed  as  the  firfi  flep  to  be  taken 
towards  putting  a  flop  to  their  difcoveries,  no  longer 
to  difcufs  matters  of  finance  except  in  ficret  committees'^. 
They  adopted  his  propofal;  and  to  thefe  private  af- 
femblies  Ramel,  the  treâfury,  and  the  committee  of 
finance,    confided  their  alarms,  and   prefcnted  the 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  x8th  Auguft  1798,  No.  33 1, 
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particulars  of  the  deficits  in  every  branch  of  the  rc^ 
venue, 

Notwithftanding  all  this  care  to  conceal  it  from  the 
army-contraftors,  from  their  allies,  and  from  their 
enemies,  and  notwithftanding  the  treafury,  who  were 
forced  in  this  interval  to  produce  the  accounts  of 
their  receipts,  had  fo  drawn  up  their  flatenicnt  as  to 
make  them  appear  more  abundant  than  was  imagined, 
and  even  to  have  amounted  in  eleven  months  to  342 
millions  ;  the  truth  fuddenly  came  out  through  the 
intemperate  language  of  a  new  member  named  Dre- 
more,  who  in  the  laft  decade  but  one  of  the  year  vi, 
and  but  a  week  after  the  treafury  had  prelen ted  their 
accounts,  wholly  deflroyed  all  the  effets  of  their  pre- 
cautions by  the  following  obfervation  :  "  I  obferve^ 
that  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  of  finances  on  what  pafled  in 
the  year  vi.  it  does  not  appear  that  the  deficit  was 
really  40G  millions  out  of  616,  fince  they  have  not 
again  brought  forward  any  of  the  projeSïs  for  filling 
it  up  that  were  rejeéled  by  either  of  the  Councils  *| 

Had  they  not  even  brought  thetn  forward  fince  that 
period,  as  in  fafl  they  have,  every  one  may  judge  of 
the  force  of  the  obfervation  of  this  logical  reafoner. 
After  the  confeflion  he  fuffered  to  efcape  him,  and 
which  is  the  only  exprefs  declaration  we  have  of  the 
extent  of  the  deficit  -f-,  it  is  almofl:  unneccffary  to  fay 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  6th  September  1798,  No.  350. 

f  Bailleul  had  declared  it  ;  but  not  only  his  (latement  was  a  month 
prior,  but,  like  that  of  Villers,  was  rather  a  negative  than  3  pofitive 
afTertion.  He  expreflfed  himfelf  thus  :  "  On  the  1 8th  of  the  tenth 
month  of  the  year,  the  amount  of  all  the  contributigns  and  all  the 
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tîaore  to  prave  that  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
ways  and 'means  from  whicîh  6iÔ  millions  were  ex-^ 
peeled,  have,  throughout  the  whole  year,  fcarcely^ 
produced  half  that  fum.  And  as  the  fale  of  timber,' 
the  revenues'  from  the  unfold  confifcated  eftates,  the 
fale  of  a  part  of  them,  and  the  Batavian  refcriptions 
delivered  to  the'  at-my-coiitraftors,  or  negotiated  with  . 
gteat  difficulty  at  Hamburg,  rtiuft  at  the  leaft  have 
produced  a  third  of  thiâ  fmall  ilim  ;  and  aS  thefe 
fou'f  objeSs'  catt  by  no  milans  beclaflcd  among  the 
contrihition's  of  the  people;  we  have  at  laft  a  proof, 
that  notwithfi:anding  the  extortions  of  the  garnifers, 
and  althou^ithe  Direâor^  boaft  of  havitig  acquired 
by  their  c6i;]i'qu^ft&^^  millions  of  taxable  fabjêéls,  the 
Great  Natio»  has -hardly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
paid  into,  tbçxèpyblican  trea{ury /^'j^^^  to  an  amount 
much  exceeding  one  third  of  the  fums  received  by  the 
tbyal  trèàfury  under  the  admiaiftration  of  M.  Necker. 
.  VSufch  iâ  the  real  ftate  of  fa^.s,  which  difconcerts  the 
fihaneiers  of  France  extremely  :^  and  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  while  endeavouring  to  difcover  the 
truths  which  they  have  concealed  from  the  world, 
andi  which  expiai»  thefe  fa<fts>  one  difficulty  is  icâ:rcely 
ever  refblvedi  v^i^hout  raifing  another  of  ftill  greater 
Magnitude.  If  it  is  proved,  it  may  be  faid  that  all 
the.aftual  receipts  have  not  even  produced  half  of 
whût  was  confidered  as  certain,  or  what  was  wanted 
for  their  iadifpenfable  difburfements  :  if  it  is  true,  as 
the  DifeiStory  have  afferted,  that,  even  before  the  con- 
,  fcription  took  place^  the  pay  of  the  land  troops  alone 

î^édipts  was  fcarcely  equal  to  a  third  of  the  fum  wanted  ;  it  does  not 
amount  to  as  much  as  the  land-tax  alone.*' 


amounted  to  three  millions  per  decade,  how  could 
they,  after  fupporting  fo  great  an  expenditure^  attempt 
new  military  and  maritime  enterpriies^  the  expenies 

of  which  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  ?  This  is 
without  exception  the  greateft  enigma  the  republic 
has  exhibited  fince  the  fall  of  the  affignats,  and  I 
ihould  find  the  utmoft  difficulty  in  refolving  it,  had 
not  the  Councils  imprudently  obliged  th^.  national 
treafury  to  publilh  a  full  and  particular  account  of 
their  receipts  and  dilburfements  fince  the  revolution  f. 
This  account^  which  is  abfolutely  uniutelljigible  as  to 


«  A  little  while  after  Diichatel  bad  d^onncedtfao  treafury  for  nof 
having  laid  Before  the  nation  any  Jtatement  rf  the  recdjtts  fince  the  tfl  Vefi". 
Jémiairey  they  determined  at  length  to  obey  théfè'  reiterated  fum- 
iTionfes,  and  m  their  publication  of  the  accoutits.iviiiçh  had  been  tha^ 
imprudently  demanded,  they  began  with  thefb  remarkable  words: 
Herein- may  -be  found  documents  relative  to  all  that  has  Been  done  both  tofaoe 
and  to  KViJa  the  rejiublic, 

Thefe  documents^  which  were  -publilbed  at  Paris  in  Oi^ober  1 798, 
form  a  fblio^  volume,  which  now  lies  before  me,  and  of  which  I  ihali 
be  readily  excufed  fi'om  prefentiiig  the  reader  with,  an  abilraâ,  when 
he  is  informed  that  it  contains  an  account  of  ninety-fix  milliards 
(3840  millions  ûerUng).  ex{>ended  fince  the  confimencencent  of .  the 
revolution,  and  heaptd  together,  without  order  or  diftinîftion,  iiy 
affignats,  mandats,  and  fpccie. 

In  thefe  accounts  nothing  appears  with  çkamefa  or  diftinânefs  ' 
till  the  year  V.  during  which  the  expenfes  to  be  paid  in  cafii  amounted 
to  339  millions,  of  which  i€"  appears  that  ninety-five  were  paid' in  ' 
ordonnances  (orders  or  draughts  on  the  treafury),- whiqh  we;p:e  got  rid 
of  by  the  decree  of  bankruptcy.  ' 

The  expenfes  of  the  eleven  firft  months  of  the  year  vi.  are  ftatcyi 
at  333  millions  ;  but  no  account  whatever  is  given  of  wJhat  part  was 
paid  in  or^mnances^  afterwards  called  letters  of  credii^  Ivhich  were  ftfll 
unliquidated  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  full,  an^  fiartioijar 
account. 

It  is  much  eafier  however  to  form  an  idea  of  tjie-  receipts  than  of 
the  exjienditur€  ;  but  it  w^  not  till  the  jneâàge  of.  the  zà  of  February 
1799  that  we  could  arrive  at  a  tolerably  afctiirate  idea  of  the  former 
during  the  year  vi.  or  from  the  aad  September  1 797  to  the  a  ad  Sep- 
tember  1798.  The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  net  annual' pro- 
duce of  what  may  be  called  tiie  permanent  ordinary  taxes  paid  by  thé 
French  nation  : 


(  ^jy  y 

every  thing- that  rHaites  to  the  time  of  the  paper  cir-, 
culation,  merit3  fomewhat  more  confidence  \yith  rc- 

i.       ,  V  Millions. 

'Tfieènrégîftrementi^ûà'îot  enrolling  all  contrafts,'^  in- 
cluding^ among  other  articles^  a  per-centage  on. all 
inheritances,  hot  only  collateral  but  direct,  as  well  as 
on  all  fales  and  transfers  of  real  property,  eftimated 
in  the  budget  of  the  year  vi.  at  fevcnty  millions,  has    , 

produced  only      -..----. 63,620,718 

The  ftamp  duties,  eftimated  at  (ixteen  millions,  have  pro- 
duced only      -•-..•-.- i3fS34f7o8 

The  tax  on  mortgages,  eftimated  at  eight  millions,  has  , 

produced  only      ---.-.-•---...       1,349^,707 
•The  licences  (Jtatentes)^  eftimated  at  twenty  millions, 

produced  (liort  of  ---..-.-.-i  7,000,000 
The  cuftoms,  eftimated  at  eight  millions,  produced  net  10,000,000 
The  poft-office,  eftimated  at  ten  millions,  produced  only  7,000,000 
The  lottery,  eftimated  at  twelve  millions,  produced  only  6,000,000 
The  diligeooss  and  other  public  carnages,  eftimated  at 

one  million,  produced  -..*---^.  i, 000,000 
The  duty  on  &|tpetre  and  the  feignorage  on  coinage, 
and  on  ftamping  gold  and  filver  plate,  eftimated  at 
one  million,  have  produced  nothing  .  «  -  -  .  o,ooc,oo« 
The  firft  feven  articles  may  be  confidered  as  very  accu- 
rate, becaufe  they  are  taken  from  the  medages  of  the 
Direâçnr,  and  the  reports  of  various  comhiittees  ; 
but  the  larn9  cannot  be  faid  of  the  four  dire^  taxes 
eftimated  at  2^5.  millions,  viz.  for  the  laud-tax,  the 
mobiliaiy-tax,  the  poll-tax»  and  the  fumptuary-tax, 
of  the  noo-payment  of  which  continual  complaints 
have -been:  made,  though  without  at  any  time  ftating 
either  their  general  produce  or  their  general  defici- 
encies. By  a  comparifon  however  of  various  con- 
feiiions  which  have  efcaped  at  different  periods,  it 
will  be  taking  the  produce  atjthe  utmoft  to  eftimate 
them  {U}  as  to  make  a  round  fum)  at  -  -  -  •  -  80,496,867  ^ 
.  Which  make  the  total  of  the  taxes  received  by  the  na-     ' 

tionàltreafury  during  the  year  VI.  ---•-*-  200,000,000 
It  is  important  to  obfervc,  that,  independently  of  thefe  taxes  re- 
ceived by  the  national  treafury,  the  people  have  paid,  ift.  Several  mil- 
lions in  adiUtional  fousy  which  have  been  expended  in  the  depart- 
ments in  local  and  departmental  expenfes,  falaries  to  judges,  admi- 
niftrators,  &c.;  2d,  The  ik^ts  d^ni^  or  duties  on  provifions 
brought  "into  Paris,  and  the  produce  of  which  is  paid  ovei;  to  the 
hofpitals;  .^,  Turnpikes,  the  produce  of  which  is  appropriated  to 
the  repairs  of  the  roads  ;  4th,  The  tax  on  theatres,  which  has  pro- 
duced at  Pari»  about  1000  livres  (or  forty  pounds  fierling)  [ler  day; 
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gard  to  the  eleven  firft  âionffas  of  the  yéaf  vi,  the  re-* 
ceipts  of  which  are  Aated  at  342  millions. 

I  fee  no  reafon  to  fti^A  the  accuracy  of  this  ac* 
count.    Yet  the  reader  will  no  doubt  fay,  that  here 
the  treafury  direélly  cen^adiâs  the  reports  o£  Villers, 
DrerAore,  and  Bailleult  according  to  which  it  ap- 
peared to  be  an  cftablîfliéd  fëâ  that-  the  ^receipts  did 
not  exceed  216  millions  in  eleven  months,  or  24P  for  . 
the  whole  year.     This  cDntradiâion  however  is  done 
away,  when  we  refleél  that  thefe  deputies  only  fpoke 
of  the  receipts  at  home,  and  hot  of  the  fpreîgn  pil- 
lage, which  evidently  forms  a  confiderable  item  in  the 


and,  jtb,  The  duties  on  gaming-hoitfoj-whicb haveprciéùcèd  nearly 
ani  equal  fiiqi,  which  is  paid  over  to  the  police.    •       • 

It  will  be  taking  thefe  five  taxes  at  the  utmoft  to'«ftifihate  them  at 
.twenty- five  millions  (one  million  fterling)  for  the  yeaf  vi.  ;  butinde- 
Jïendently  of  thefe  225  millions  (or*nine  millions  fterling)  which  the 
people  have  paid  in  permanent  ordinary  taxes,  the  treafufjr  have  cd- 
levied  nearly  100  millions  by  extraordinary  ways  and  means,  namely, 
ift.  The  falt-pits  confifcated  and  let  to  farm  ;  ad,  ^The  Batavian  ré- 
fcriptions  negotiated  at  a  lofs,  and  ndw  exhaufted  ;  3<i,  The  rent  of 
the  national  confifcated  lands  llill  unfold  ;  4th,  The  fale  of  fome  of 
thefe  lands  ;  5th,  The  gradual  receipts  for  thofe  formerly  fold,  and 
to  be  paid  for  by  inftalments  ;  6tb,  The  felling  of  timber;  7th,  That 
portion  of  the  foreign  pillage  which  "has  been  broujght  into  the  na- 
tional treafury.  '     '         . 

This  foreign  pillage  includes,  ilî^  Such  of  the  Ahr^erican  veflèls 
as  the  Direélory  caufed  to  be  ftisted  even  in  the  ports  of  France,  and 
the  produce  of  which  muft  have  been  brought  into  their  coffers  ;  ad, 
The  contribuiipn  exaded  from  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ttifcany;  3d, 
The  forced  loan  at  Lucca  ;  4th;'  The  fpoils  of  the  churches  and  pa- 
lace^ of  Rome;  5th,  The  fpoils  of  Switzerland,  where  the  nation 
of  deliverers  feized  the  treafures  of  Zudch  and  ^me^  *ai3d  declared 
not  only  the  caijfes  d' efiargne'^  or  fevîi'igs  of  the  patridan.  families, 
biit  even  that  of  the  public  hofpifttls,  to  ht  French /iwjiert^* 

The  befl-informed  of  the  Swlfs  calculate  that  the  gold  and  fil- 
ver  carried  away  by  the  French -amounted  to  near  -fifty  millions  of 
livres,  of  which  about  one  half  became  the  prey  of  the  officers  and  « 
foldiers,  and  the  remainder  was  fent  to  the  national  treafury  at  Paris, 
who,  it  is  aliërted,  have  employed  the  fpoils  of  the  moft  ancient  ally 
of  France  to  attack  her  moll  faithfiil  friend  the  Ottoman  Porte. 


(  ^73  > 
ïlatement  of  the  treafuiy,  although  thofe  who  pre- 
pared it  for  the  prefs  have  with  the  greateft  care 
avoided  fhowing  uhdçr  what  title  we.  arc  to  look  for 
this  plunder,  or  h9w  we  are  to  trace  it  àn4  difcov^r 
its  amount  *• 

in  the  fécond  placè,.Pj:éi3Sioi:e  only  fpoJsLe  of  the  ïe- 
teipts  in  ipecie  ;  and.^  part  of  thofe  which  the  trè^- 
fury  defcribed  as  adual  or  efeUhe  receipts,  evidently 
confifts  of  the  prefumpthe  receipts  which  they  were 
obliged  to  defcribe  as  having  already  taken  place,  be- 
caufe  they  had  warranted  them  fo  to  the  army-con- 
traûors,  to  whom  they  delivered  ordonnances  on  the 
calhiers.     Although  we  find  no  information  on  the 
principal  objeâ,  I  mean  the  amount  of  fuch  of  thefe 
ordonnances  as  were  not  yet  paid  at  the  end  of  the 
year  vi^  we  may,  without  fear  of  exaggeration,  efti- 
mate  them  at  thirty  millions;  and  as  the  foreign 
plunder  muft  at  leaft  have  amounted  to  that  fum,  we 
thus  at  length  difcover  how  the  treafury  were  enabled 
to  difpofe  of  about  a  million  per  day.     But  however 
incomplete  their  accounts  may  be,  through  the  obfcu- 
rity  in  which  they  leave  us  with. regard  to  théfe  two  ar- 
ticles, it  is  neverthelefs  an  uncommonly  inflruélive  do- 
cument, were  it  merely  becaufe  it  contains  a  proof  that 
the  receipts  have  continually  decreafed  :  fo  much  fo, 
that  though  the  receipts  of  the  firô  month  amounted 


*  As  the  booty  they  yet  expeét  from  their  enemies  and  their  allies 
feldom  appears  in  their  bltdgets  among  their  prefumptive  receipts, 
the  treafury  have  been  decent  enough  not  fpecifically  to  mention 
it  amoi^g  thofe"  of  the  year  Vi.  where  this  article  is  included  under 
the  title  of  Verfemem^  ^vhich  it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  from  their 
ordinary  receipts.  They  have  however  cxpreffly  ftated  the  extraor- 
dinary contributions  of  Italy  as  having  amounted  during  the  year  v. 
to  forty -four  milligns. 

T 
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to  thirty 'ftôc  millions,  thofc  of  the  eleventh  fell  Ihort 
of  tisoenly-feven^\ 

As  to  the  expenditure,  no  accounts  have  been  given 
except  for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  year,  during 
which  they  amounted  to  268  millions,  three  quarters 
of  which  have  been  fwallowed  up  by  the  departments 
-of  war  and  marine  \.     This  part  of  the  account  gives 
birth  to  three  other  very  important  obfervations,  tend- 
ing to  undeceive  thofe  nations  who  ftill  fufFer  them- 
felves  to  be*miflcd  with  regard  to  the  innumerable  ar- 
mies of  the  republic,  and  its  inexhauftible  refources 
for  the  defence  of'  their  prefent  coiiquefls,  and  to  ac- 
quire more. 
'  I.  As  the  ordinaries   and   extraordinaries  of  the 
army,  which  is  maintained  at  the  expenfe  of  the  re- 
public,  had  been  eflimated  at  340  millions,  but  have 
fcarcely  exceeded  half  that  fum  ;  this  faving  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  a  correfponding  diminution  in 
the  number  of  foldiers,  who  have  the  more  eafily  ob- 
tained their  difcharge,  becaufe  their  paymaflera  have 


*  Tiie  total  receipts  during  the  firft  half-year  were  198,976,143 
livres,  or  ratlier  more  than  thirty-three  millions  for  each  month. 

The  receipts  during  the  three  following  months  were  89,679,143 
livres,  or  ibmcwhat  lefs  than  thirty  millions  her  month. 

The  receipts  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  were  Irated  at  only  53,943,697 
livres,  or  fomewhat  lefs  than  twçnty-feveu  millions/^r  month. 

f  The  following,  are  the  amounts  of  thefe  items  taken  in  round 
fums:  *   , 

Millions. 
Pay  of  tlie  land  troops  --------      91 

Other  expenfes  of  the  war  department   -     -     -      49 

^  — '4^ 

Pay  of  the  navy       .,-- 32 

Other  expenfes  of  the  naval  department      -    -      36 

—  68 

TotaUoS 
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frequently  been  reduced  .to  a  total  inabiKty  to  pay  theni 
their  daily, allowance  *. 

Thele  difchargcs>  though  a{  firft  unperceive4> 
were  at  length  carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  Goun^ 
cils  caught  the  alarm;  and  the-Direétory^  when  called 
upon  for  an  explanation,  revealed  that  near  two  hiuu- 
dred  thoujand  men  were^'mantmg  to  Jill  uf  thecomflemm^ 
of  the  regiments.  It  is -tçue,  the  fame  has  not  beeo 
the  cafe  in  the  navy,  the  expenditure  of  which  was 
fixed  at  eighty-three  millions  and  a  half  of  livres, 
and  exceeded  three  fourths  of  that  fum  ^during  thp 
nine  firil  months  ;  but  as  a  part  of  the  amount  huss 
been  fettled  for  in  the  ordonnances  yet  unpaid  ;  and  as 
at  that  period  the ,  treafury  was  difencumbered  of  the 
Toulon  fleet,  and  the  army  of  Buonaparte,  every 
thing  concurs  to  fliow  that  eighty  millions  remained 
in  Ipecie  to  fatisfy  the^^vîdity  of  the  two  Councils, 
and  that  of  the  Dircdory,  the  miniftejf^  .lambafTadors, 
confuls,  and  clerks  of  the  treafury,  fo  whom  a  pre* 
fçrence  is  invariably  given  over  all  the  other  fervants 
of  the  public^. 


*  The  fame  conclufion  might  have  been  deduced  from  an  apolo- 
getic defence  of  the  war-offices,  by  Saint-Aubin,  who  endeavoured 
to  demonftrate  their  economy,  by  the  contrats  for  (hoes  for  the  army, 
which  contrats  would  in.  âét  fljow  that  the  confumption  was  not 
half  fo  great  as  in  'the  preceding  year.  It  is  therefore  ^vjdent,  that, 
to  prove  his  pofition,  tnis  irriter  ought  to  have  addedj  that  the  num- 
ber of  (he  troops  at  home  bad  not  been  reduced  more  thaii  half,  though 
this  branch  of  theif  clothing  was. ,  But  this  explanation  he  thought 
proper  to  avoid.  The  war  minifter  however,  who  had  employed 
him  in  his  defence,  was  Icfs  referved  ;  for  in  his  circular  of  the  24th 
Auguft  he  expreflly  fays,  "  that  the;enen)ies  of  the  republic  have 
only  deferred  making  peace,  becaufe  they  /aw  the  armies  of  the  re- 
public w^akenefV* 

t  The  items  pf  expenditure  which  relate  neither  to  the  army  ndr 
the  navy,  amounted,  during  the  firft  nine  months,  to  about. toy 

T  2 
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*  2.  Although  in  the  account  of  the  expcnfes  of  the 
year  vi.  the  penfions,  even  when  reduced  to  one 
-third,  amounted  to  twenty-three  millions,  ahd  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  national  debt  to  lixty  ;  and  although 
article  ex.  of  the  law  that  decreed  their  payment,  had 
particularly  appropriated  to  the  difcharge  of  tbele 
eighty-three  millions  the  whole  produce  of  all  the 
taxes  decreed  under  the  name  of  enrégiftremmt  ;  the 
accounts  of  the  treafury  prove,  that  during  the  nine 
-firft  months  they  only  difburfed  6,951,348  for  thefe 
two  objecVs  :  and  as  this  fmall  fum  was  paid  only  to 
Hhe  penfioners*,  and  not  to  the  ftockholders,  it  is 


millions.  The  following  are  fome  of  the  principal  aitidesy  and 
jthefe  mufl  certainly  have  been  paid  xvi/pttie. 

The  legiflativc  body  has  received,  under  the  name  of  inJemmtUs^ 
8,  io7,277ilivres  ;  andthe  Dire<^ory,  under  that  oifalaries^  2,1 53,109. 

The  departmeist  of  the  miniiler  for  foreign  affairs  coft,  during  the 
fame  period,  3,331,930. 

The  three  departments  thaf  have  the  management  of  the  finances, 
that  of  the  miniftei  of  contributions,  that  of  the  treafury,  and  ano- 
ther known  by  the  name  of  cornptahlUtc  natlonaJey  have  had  a  conii- 
derable  fhare  in.tliis  ûim  ;  for  during  thefe  nine  months  they  divided 
among  themfelves  9,993,7^8  livres,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  thirteen 
millions  (520,000  pounds  ^trWngj  per  anhum^  not  for  coUeétîng  fums 
to  tlie  amount  of  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  millions  flerling,  le- 
vied within  and  without  the  country,  but  merely  for  keeping  the  ac- 
counts. The  officers  of  the  fame  departments  of  fuperintendence  in 
England  do  not  coft  a  fifth  part  of  that  fum,  although  their  accounts 
comprehend  four  times  as  large  an  amount. 

*  Under  the  head  of  penGons  in  arrear  mufl  be  included  thofe  of 
'  the  'xltlazvs  of  the  defenders  of  their  country,  amounting  to  nine  mil- 
lions; the  alimentary  aids  {Mpomifed  to  the  children  of  thôiè  whofê 
property  has  been  confifcated;'  the  peiifions  affigned  to  the  refugees 
trom  beyond  the  feas  ;  and  thcfiurtkjiart  or  qiiarter/taygaaiauteed  to  the 
a  5,000  reformed  officers.  It  mu ft  be  remembered  that  thefe  laft  had 
'been  the  chief  agents  in  the  revolution  of  the  i8th  FruéHdor,  to  ac- 
complifh  which  they  poured  in  crowds  into  the  capital  to  fb-en^hen 
the  Ôireôory,  who  feemed  to  folicit  their  affiftance  merely  to  obtain 
the  fubfidies  requifite  to  difcharge  what  was  due  to  them.  **  I  kwox 
mt^'*  faid  Talot,  a  week  after  that  vié^ory,  *'  wW  o6fiaclej  exift  to 
prevent  fatisfying  the  demands  of  thefe  25,000  officers."  The  ob- 
ftacles  were  imn^diateiy  renooved  by  a  decree,  granting  them  a  Jkro- 
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evident  that  the  war  fcrvice  and  the  two  Councils 
have  fwallowed  up  the  intereft  of  this  thirds  fo  lightly 
confolidaUd^  and  fo  folemnly  promifed, 

3.  Another  equally  important  obfervation,  and 
which  alfo  explains  why  the  Direétory  have  been 
able  to  go  on  with  fo  inconfiderable  a  portion  of  the 
fubfidies  granted  for  defraying-the  expenfes  decreed,  is, 
that  many  of  thefe  difburfements  attending  meafures 
which  they  engaged  to  proceed  in  without  delay,  have 
not  taken  place.  Among  thefe  is  that  of  the  judges, 
the  majority  of  whom  have  received  no  falaries  during 
eighteen  months  5  that  of  the  public  education,  and 
the  primary  fchools,  which  have  not  yet  been  orga- 
nized ;  and,  above  all,  the  aids  afligned.  to  the  civil 
hofpitals  *,  and  to  the  Sooprifons,  where  22,000  pri- 
, ^, p* . '. 

mife  QÏJ/ieedy  and  efficacious  relief;  upon  whîth  mott  of  them  returned 
to  their  homes. 

No  further  difcuflion  arofe  on  this  fubjeél  till  the  21ft  July,  wheii 
General  Jourdan  denounced  a  petition  from  one  of  thefe  reformed 
officers  as  a  defamatory  Ubely  dragging  the  national  reprefentatim  and  the 
gorvemment' through  the  dirt^  and  painting  tJiem  /ïj  ungrateful  Uywards 
the  military.  The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  immediately  fent  this 
petition,  which  was  from  a  lieutenant  of  invalids,  to  the  Direélory, 
hot  for  payment,  but  for  punifliment. — A  fubfequent  report  informs 
lis,  that  all  thefe  reformed  officers  have  not  received  any  pay  during 
eighteen  mmtJis, 

*  Their  diftrefs  at  the  prefent  time  exceeds  all  defcription,  Tq 
form  an  adequate  idea  of  it,  we  muft  remember,  that  independently 
of  the  confiscated  hofpital  lands,  twelve  millipns  which  they  enjoyed 
in  duties  on  provifions  (droits  d'oSroi)^  and  feven  millions  in  fei^dal  re- 
venues, have  been  taken  from  them,  beiides  their  funded  property,  of 
which  the  national  bankruptcy  has  fupprefled  two  thirds. 

After  imagining  they  had  etirictied  themfelves  by  plundering  thefe 
eftablifhments,  the  government  have  been  obliged  to  grant  them  af- 
fiftance,  and  during  the  laft  year  of  the  paper  circulation  were  ftill 
in  a  condition  to  facrifice  a  mafs  of  affignats  equal  to  fifty  millions  dF 
Jfiecie  to  their  fupport  :  but  the  budget  of  the  year  vi.  only  affigned 
them  a  tenth  p^rt  of  the  fum  they  received  in  the  year  iv.  ;  that  is, 
^ve  inillions,  of  which  only  one  million  was  appropriated  to  thç 
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foners  arc  breathing  an  înfe<?lîous  air,  and  the  (wo  fexes 
heaped  together  without  diflînélîon,  although  a  mil- 
provincial  hofpitals,  and  four  to  tbofe  of  Paris.  Yet  even  the  pre- 
ference thus  apparently  promifed  to  the  latter  was  but  a  fallacious 
hope;  for  on  the  25th  June  1798,  the  Deputy  Jouenne  faid,  Though 
we  are  now  in  the  ninth  month  of  the  ycar^  thy  Jueve  only  received  eighè  hun- 
dred iliouf  and  livres,  ' 

Incredible  as  it  may  appeaif  the  provincial  hofpitals  have  received 
a  fum  proportionally  ImalL  At  tlje  time  when  Joueune  com- 
plained of  the  diftrefTed  Situation  of  thofe  of  Paris,  Geniflieux  re- 
plied, that  "  I  he  adminiftrators  of  the  hofpitals  in  the  .departments 
are  confiantly  and  kudly  comjilaining^  and  calling  the  attention  of  the 
government  to  their  fituation.  .  At  Grenoble,"  faid  he,  "  the  found- 
Kng  hofpital  is  40,000  livres  in  arrear^  and  the  infirmaries  60,000.  I 
have  no  doubt  fimilar  caufes  of  complaint  e3dft  in  all  the  other  de- 
partments." — "  Here,"  fays  the  Moniteur,  "  innumerable  voices  cried 
out,  YES,  YES,  THAT  IS  TRUE." — Alas  !  it  was  fo^mucli  too  true, 
that  four  months  after,  Garat  afcended  the  tribune  to  declare,  that 
during  the  year  vi.  a  great  number  of  the  Jtch  and  indigent  died  (in  the 
public  hofpitals),  to  wJiom  neiiJier  broth  «or  bread  could  he  given, 

Laporte  had  announced  %.  few  days  before,  "  that  in  confequence 
of  not  being  paid,  the  nurife  bring  back  the  children,  who  are  left  to 
die."  -  . 

What  adds  to  the  horrors  of  this  abandonment  of  the  lick  and  in- 
digent is,  that  notwithftanding  the  rife  in  the  price  of  wages,  which 
ought  to  have  reduced  their  number,  they  fecm  to  have  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  diminiflied  refources  of  the  treafury  to  afford  them 
relic!f.  This  is  confirmed  by  a  recent  publication  at  Paris,  by  Citizen 
E.Lefefbre.  That  writer  aflerts,  that  the  number  of  the  poor  and  if 
beggars  is  increafed  by  two  thirds^  of  which  the  government  may  eafily  he 
convinced^  ly  comparing  their prefent  numbers  with  that  (f  former  times, — I 
have  no  other  knowledge  of  this  work  than  through  the  replies  of 
the  minifter  of  the  interior,  who  caufed  it  to  be  anfwered  in  the  Mo- 
niteur, faying,  that  the  former  gonjermnent  concealed  thé  number  of  the 
wretched  to  make  men  believe  that  none  exifted  ;  and  that  the  accounts  of 
the  hfpitals prove  them  to  contain  a  fmaller  number  than  they  did  in  1 789. 
However,  if  we  refer  to  the  Moniteur  of  the  13  th  September  1798, 
No,  337,  we  ihall  find  an  official  report  of  Laporte,  wherein  he  an- 
nounced that  ths^number  of  perfons  in  all  the  hofpitals  if  the  republic^  mi 
including  the  incorporated  departments^  was  161,832,  of  which  51,04a 
were  foundlings. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  the  number  could  be, greater /ô/w^r^, 
as  the  partifans  of  the  prefent  minifter  fay  :  but  it  is  a  fingular  mode 
of  reafoning  to  attempt  to  prove  this  by  afTerting  that  there  are  now 
•  fewer  of  the  indigent,  who  folicit  as  a  fevour  to  be  admitted  into  the 
hofpitals,  where  they  are  afiured,  before  they  enter,  that  they  will  re- 
ceive neither  broth  nor  breads  and  that  thy  will  die  without  relief  u^ 
an  infeâied  bed  !  . 
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ILon  was  voted  merely  for  their  reparation,  aijd  to  pfo- 
tc6t  them  from  contagious  diforders,  which  carry  them 
çfF  as  fall  as  they  are  brought  in. 

Anptjier  article  of  expenditure  equally  negleâed, 
Js  that  of  the  public  works,  the  dilapidation  of  which 
becomes  daily  more  rapid  and  more  threatening. 

Scarcely  had  the  legiflative  body  voted  an  incon- 
iiderable  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  difiridt  of 
Dol,  where  the  fea-dykes  had  broken  iq^  when  they 
were  informed  by  the  Deputy  ChoUrd,  "  That  the 
&lt-pit3  of  two  departments  had  been  inundated  by 
the  fea,  and. that  fome  of  the  fait  raarflies  would  re- 
quire 2  or  30o;ooo  livres  to  repair  them,  which  was 
equal  to  their  former  value."  However  ferions Jhis 
misfortune  might  be,  the  marine  committee  declared, 
two  decades  after,  that  in  every  quarter  ftill  greater 
damages  might  be  foon  expedied  to  take  place  ;  and 
the  following  extraél  from  his  report  may  give  fome 
idea  of  the  univerfal  ruin  of  all  tbofe  monuments  of 
human  /induftry,  whofe  number  and  magnificence 
were  once  the  admiration  of  every  traveller  :  *^  For 
fome  years  paft  all  the  pferts  and  harbours,  whether 
commercial  qr  warlike,  have  been  choking  up  ;  the  quays 
^vt. giving  way  ;  the  light-houfes  apd  buoys  are  fuccef- 
fively  difaf  tearing  ;  all  the  works  intended  for  the 
fafety  of  our  navigation  are  daily  ceaftng  to  exifi  ;  the 
buildings  belonging  to  civil  eftablifliments^  are  falling 
to  ruins  ;  and  even  now  in  the  year  vi.  no  funds  have 
yet  been  applied  to  repairs  of  the  moft  urgent  necefe 

\     '  ' •■'       ■  '      '   "I   '  "       '  -n 

*  See  the  Mooitcur  of  the  %sti]  Auçuf^  1 798,  No.  338, 
T4 
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This  however  is  merely  the  ftate  of  aflfairs  with  re- 
gard to  the  expenfes  called  national:  that  of  the  pub- 
lic works  belonging  to  departmentç  and  municipali- 
ties is  ftill  more  deplorable,  becaufe  the  (Jeficit  of  the 
additional  fous ^  which  Ihould  have  provided  for  keeping 
them  in  repair,  has  amounted,  not  merely  to  half,  but 
to  five  lixths  of  their  amount.    Of  this  Fabre  defcribçcj 
the  fatal  confequences  in  a  long  feries  of  çonfeffionSj, 
which  the  urgency  of  affairs  extorted  from  him'  on 
the  14th  Auguft  1 798  ;  when  the  taxes  on  confumption 
propofed.  for  enabling  each  city  to  maintain  its  own 
eftablifhments  were  oppofed  as  immoral.     **  Thefe 
.  taxes,"  faid  he,  ^'  are  talked  of  as  being  immoral  \ 
but  the  difprder  of  the  finances  of  the  great  com- 
munes, efpecially  of  that  of  taris,  is  far  more  im- 
morale  and  pro|duces  much  more  deplorable  confe- 
quences.    The  poor  are  in  a  flate  of  the  moft  dread-* 
,    ful  wretchednefs  ;  the  fick  are  not  affifled,  and  expire^ 
without  relief  on  an  infeSled  led  ;  the  adminiflrators, 
the  judges,  and  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices,  re- 
ceive no  pay  ;  the  tutors  of  colleges  and  fchoolmaflers 
are  in  the  greatefl:  diftrefs  ;  the  police  is  ill  regulated 
for  want  of  funds  ;  the  public  health  is  impaired  ; 
the  public  buildings  ^xç^  pulling  down  for  want  of  th 
mofl  urgent  repairs  \  and  the  national  monuments  are 
in  a  fl:ate  of  dilapidation,  becaufe  there  are  no  funds 
for  keeping  them  up.     Such  are  the  facts  we  oppofç 
to  the  charge,  and  this  without  the  leafi  fear  of  being 
accfifed  of  exaggeration^^ 

Thus  at  length  it  appears,  that  the  Dire6lory  have 
only  been  enabled  to  linger  out  in  the  agonies  of  ex- 
piring debility,  by  negleding  the  moft  urgent  repairs  \ 


l>y  Uruggling  în  the  convulfions  ôf  perpetual  bank- 
fiiptcy  ;  by  applying  all  the  receipts  exclufively  to 
the  payment  of  their  own  falaries,  to  thofeof  their 
xninifters,  agents,  and  foldiers,  and  to  the  indemnities 
of  the  two  Councils.  How  much  longer,  it?. may  be 
afked,  will  they  be  able  to  prolong  their  exijtence  ifi 
the  midil  of  the  vi6lims,  and  the  ruins,  with  which  they 
are  endeavouring  to  fill  up  the  abyfs  already;  gaping 
jbeneaththçir  feet?  Alas!  till  they  are  reduced  to  their 
internal  refources  ;  and  till  the  neighbouring  powers 
ihall  no  longer  fufFer  them  to  fubfift,  from  day  to  day, 
pn  the  plunder  of  their  dominions.  However  foon  or 
however  late  fhall  be  their  fall,  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  greateft  obje<5l  of  wonder  to  future  hif- 
torians  will  be,  that  they  have  been  able,  without 
the  aid  of  paper,  to  ilruggle  during  two  fucceflive 
campaigns  againft  fo  immenfe  a  deficit,  and  that  flill 
their  financiers  ferioufly  flatter  them  with  the  profpe<5l 
of  fupplying  it,  and  encourage  them  to  profecute  the 
war,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  declare,  wifA  fru/A, 
that  it  is  infa^  more  expenfive  than  the  continental  war 
they  have  waged  againfi  the  whole  of  Europe  has  proved 
^t  any  time  fince  the  comni^encement  of  hoflilitiçs  ! 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Difference  hehveen  the  two  Councils  in  their  Opinions  on 
the  Caufe  of  the  Deficit^  and  the  proper  Means  of 
filling  it  up.  Ahfurdity  of  their  Theories  of  Finance. 
Influence  of  the  Errors  of  the  Economifts  on  the  Dif- 
order  of  the  puhlic  Révenue  y  and  on  the  Crimes  of  the 
Revolution. 

XT  is  fcarcely  credible,  that  among  the  immenfc 
number  of  revolutionary  writers  who  have  treated  of 
the  caufe  of  the  deficit,  Lecouteulx,  Arhould,  Lauf- 
fet,  and  Bailleul  alone  feem  to  have  fufpeded  that  it 
arilfes  from  the  impoveriftimcnt  of  the  people  !  "  The 
i^ate/'  fays  the  latter  of  tljefe  deputies,  *'  confifts  of 
all  the  citizens,  and  if  they  are  rich,  the  government 
is  rich;  but  if  they  are  in  mifery,  the  ilate  is  poor. 
It  is  neither  their  wapt  of  inclination  nor  of  civifm 
that  renders  the  colledlion  of  the  taxes  fo  difficult. 

It  IS  THEIR  WANT  OP  ABILITY*." 

All  the  other  members  of  the  Councils  pay  no  at- 
tention to  this  diminution  of  ability ^  and  either,  with 
Craflbus,  attribute  the  defalcation  of  the  revenue  to 
the  extreme  high  rate  of  interefi  ;  or,  with  the  minifter 

''  *  It  muft  be  remarked,  Baillenl  does  not  here  fpeak  of  their  want 
of  fpecie,  but  of  the  diminution  of  their  income,  and  the  déprécia- 
tion  of  tiieir  capitals  ;  for  he  took  care  to  add  this  important  obferva-? 
tion  :  We  muft  mt  confider  gold  and  Jiher  as  themly  capitals  of  a  nafk»^ 
Every  thing  that  reprefents  any  hind  of  Jiroperty  is  to  them  <?  p  A  pit  a  t« 
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of  finance,  impute  it  to  Xhc  frauds  and  negligence  of  the 
coUeêiors  *  ;  or,  with  Brnflc,  declare  that  it  arifes  folely 
from  the  fcarcity  of  moneys  a  popular  idea,  which,  like 
ipany  other  erroneous  lyftems,^originates  in  miflaking 
the  effeâ:  for  the  caufe. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  France  have  in  fa6l  loft  half 
their  gold  and  filver,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this 
draining  of  fpecie,  added  to  the  general  want  of  cre*" 
dit,  is  a  great  calamity  ;  but  we  have  already  feen  in 
the  inventory  of  the  capitals  of  France,  that  the  lois 
of  their  gold  and  filver  is  one  of  the  leaft  misfortunes 
they  have  fufFered  by  the  revolution.  In  faA,  if,  as 
there  is  every  rrafon  to  believe,  they  had  no  indiC- 
penfable  neceffity  for  two  milliards  in  ipecie    for 


*  See  the  Mortîtenr  of  the  28th  November  1798,  No.  68,  in 
which  is  a  circular  of  Ramel,  wherein  he  complains .  to  the  genera! 
agents  of  the  direél  contributions,  that  tlie  recei/tts  are  more  and  more 
t€tr(fyy  effieciaUy  Jime  the  commencement  tf  the  year  vii.  That  miniftcr 
aflures  them  there  would  be  no  arrears  if  they  had  not  violated  the 
confidence  which  the  government  had  placed  in  them^  and  aflcrts,  that  **  a 
great  variety  of  intelligence  has  convinced  him  that  the  deficiency 
in  the  receipts  is  rather  to  be  attributed  to  the  mifajihlication  of  the 
public  money,  Ûit  frauds  of  the  collectors,  the  carcleffhe/s  of  the  fu- 
perintendents,  and  the  inaâlivity  of  the  receivers,  than  to  the  unwill- 
ingnefs  of  the  people  to  pay."  . 

In  the  fame  difpatches  Ramel  endeavoured  to  throw  farther  light 
on  t\xe  carelej/he/s  of  the  coUeélors,  by  adding^  "  I  am  informed  that 
fome  of  them  fend  the  ^rtrr»//^r/ l)efore  they  ferve  the  notice^  and  that 
others  bring  executions  on  the  defaulter  on  the  very  day  when  he  is 
felling  his  provifions  at  market  to  pay  his  taxes.  Such  perfecutions 
can  only  arife  from  a  perverfenefs  of  intention.  I  fhall  make  a  dif- 
tinâion  between  thofe  who  only  purfue  kgal  meafures,  and  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  render  the  government  odious^ 

This  circular,  which  points  out  fome  of  the  hidden  caufes  of  the 
deficit,  and  of  its  daily  progrefs,  may  alfo  explain  the  increafing^ler 
preciation  of  all  kinds  of  provifions.  It  further  explains  how  the  coU 
leéfors  and  fheir  gamjfers  are  placed  in  the  cruel  alternative  of  doing 
either  too  much  or  too  little,  and  thus  either  accelerating  the  fall  of  the 
government  by  rendering  it  odious  in  cafe  they  a6t  with  rigour,  or  c^ufinj^ 
k  to  langujfi  if  they  at  all  relax  from  the.  calls  of.  their  duty. 


(  ^84    > 

their  pecuniary  tranfa<5îions,  whatever  exceeded  thé 
fum  really  neceffary  was  an  unproduétive  capital. 
We  may  fay  more  :  for  this  dead  ftock,  on  which  they 
placed  fo  high  a  value,  expofed  them  to  the  famé  lofs 
that  an  individual  would  fufFer,  who,  having  a  fum  of 
money  unemployed,  fhould,  in  lieu  of  laying  it  out  in 
the  purchafe  of  a  houfe  or  a  field,  keep  it  idle  and  ^ 
unprofitable  in  his  cheft.  In  ftiort,  jf  it  is  true  that 
before  the  revolution  near /half  the  fpecie  of  France 
was  buried  in  coffers,  or  depofited  in  heaps  with  the 
notaries,  the  draining  of  this  half  has  not  been  more 
prejudicial  to  the  country  than  an  epidertiic  diforder 
that  fliould  have  carried  off  cattle  to  an  equal  value. 
In  fa 61,  it  has  been  a  fmaller  evil,  for  the  cattle 
would  have  multiplied,  whereas  gold  and  filver  thus 
locked  up  produce  nothing,  and  are  of  no  ufe  except 
as  merchandife,  or  as  a  meafure  to  appreciate  the  va- 
rious objedls  of  barter,  and  a  circulating  medium  to 
pay  for  them.  All  that  part  of  the  fpecie  of  a  coun- 
try which  is  not  fo  employed  is  to  the  inhabitants  ai^ 
abfolutely  dead  flock. 

Since  the  time  when  the  celebrated  Mr.  Locke  lai^ 
it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  gold  and;yf/i;^r  conftitute  the 
riches  of  a  flate,  this  idea  has  been  fo  generally 
adopted,  that,  to  compare  the  relative  opulence  of  twQ 
ftates,  many  begin  by  computing  the  amount  of  their 
fpecie  ;  and  this  mode  of  judging  has  even  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  majority  of  intelligent  merchants.  But 
were  thefe  merchants  aflced,  \yhether  they  would  take 
that  as  a  criterion  of  the  comparative  riches  of  any 
two  of  their  correfpondents,  they  would  reply,  that 
a:iothing  could  be  fo  orroncous  a  guide  ;  that  ikilfuJl 


merchants  never  keep  more  money  by  tbem  Ihan  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  their  daily  tranûdliôns,  and 
-the  payment  of  their  acceptances;  and  that  all  the 
money  they  have  by  them  more  than  they  have  occa- 
iion  for,  expofes  them  to  an  unneceflary  facriiicc- 
In  a  word,  they  will  reply,  that  it  is  of  much  lefe 
importance  to  know  how  many  ecus  or  guineas  they 
have  in  ipecie,  than  to  know  the  contents  of  their 
warehoufcs,  the  number  of  their  Ihips,  their  debts 
and  credits,  and  all  their  other  fpecies  of  property  ; 
-and  that  after  thus  forming  an  idea  of  the  true  fiatc 
of  their  affairs,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  if  the  one 
ihould  prove  ten  times  as  rich  as  the  other,  although 
perhaps  he  may  not  have  one  tenth  as  much  ready 
money. 

This  example  is  perhaps  the  beft  iUuflration  of  the 
irue  meaftire  whereby  to  appreciate  the  riches  of  na* 
tions  ;  but  as .  almoil  all  the  .miniflers  of  the  old 
Frcnch  government  had,  as  it  were,  only  fludied  thepro- 
grefs  of  the  national  opulence  by  the  quantity  of  fpecic 
in  France  at  different  periods,  or  the  bullion  they  car- 
ried to  the  mint,  we  ought  not  to  be  furprifed  if  the 
prefent  governors,  after  having  exhaufted  their  own 
richesj  attribute  the  impoverilhcd  flate  of  the  country 
merely  to  the  abfence  of  the  precious  metals. 

If  I  take  a  third  method  of  oppofing  that  error,  this 
proceeds  from  ray  confidering  it  as  the  moft  deeply 
implanted  of  all  thofe  into  which  the  French  govern- 
ment had  fallen,  and  becauie,  while  we  .areitracing 
hack  the  caufes  and  the  hiflory  of  the  malady  that 
15  deftroying  that  unhappy  country,  it  is  of.  import- 
ance that  we  Ihould  not  deceive  ourfelves,  either  with 
I  .  *  4. 
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-  reipeél  to  the  fymptoms,  of  the  true  feat  and  nature 
of  her  diibaib. 

The  fame  man  (Bailleul)  who  has  lately  acknow^ 
ledged  that  the  fcarcity  of  money  is  not  the  true  caufe 
of  the  evil,  has  pointed  out  as  a  remedy  the  flrange 
mealure  of  9,  Jinking  fund.  Thofe  whoare  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  this  fort  of  fund,  know, 
that,  in  lieu  of  filling  up  a  deficit ^  it  would  imply,  on 
the  contrary,  aa  aélual  and  permancntyz^r/^/M^  in  the 
revenue.  This  probably  Bailleul  himfelf  at  length 
perceived  ;  for  after  twice  recurring  to  that  expedient, 
he  abandoned  it,  and  confined  himfelf  to  demanding 
that  the  treafury  ifaould,  without  delay,  pay  the  fiock- 
holders  the  interefl  of  their  confolidated  third.  This  mo^ 
tion  may  perhaps,  at  firft  fight,  appçar  equally  foolifh 
with  the  other  :  but  it  is  evident  the  creditors  of  the 
-ftate  cannot  pay  their  taxes  and  contributions  unleis 
they  receive  their  dividends  from  the.  ftate. 

It  would  be  uielefs  to  dilate  any  further  on  the  ex- 
travagances of  certain  orators,  who  pretended  to  doubt 
the  exiftence  of  a  deficit,  merely  to  authorize  them- 
felves  to  refute  farther  fubfidies.  The  fcenes  th^t 
have  takeû  place  on  this  fubjeft  in  the  two  Councils 
throughout  the  year  vi.  have  fo  fl:rong  arefemblance 
to  thofe  in  which  the  unfortunate  Gilbert  took  fo  large 
a  fhare,  that  the  accounts  of  them  feem  to  be  a  mere 
copy  of  the  debates  of  the  year  v.  On  the  one 
hand,  feveral  of  thofe  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  tri- 
bune, have  like  him  faid,  that  the  bejt  taxy  and  the  mofi 
agreeahletothe  peopJey  is,  economy;  that  it  is  infaSl  the 
principal  branch  of  the^  public  revenue  *  ;  and  that  they 

-"         *         "  ■  ■■'—  I  ■  .■■!  I.     ...  II  ..  ■     '  '■     il-i'i         «■  tli 

♦  Marque!!,  on  the  3d  Oûobçr  1798, 
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are  only  its  ft^wards,  not  Ae  proprietors  ahd  fovereîgn 
dtfpenfers  of  it.  On  the  other,  the  Dire<!îory  have 
refumed  theftr  former  conduft,  and  denounced  to  all 
true  republicans  the.  hydra  uf  confpracy^  who  is  con- 
tinually riling  anew  to  impede  the  re- organization  of 
the  finances.  They  have  even  covered  the  walls  of 
Paris  with  flacards,  accufing  thofe  who  refufe  the 
fupplies,  of  wifhing  to  ajffajjinate  the  republic,  and 
give  it  a  mortal  blow^  This  was  repeating,  word  for 
word,  the  accufation  which  had  a  year  before  caufed 
the  party  of  Pichegru  to  be  tranfported  to  Cayenne  ; 
and  the  Direétoi^y  would  doubtlefs  have  difencum- 
bjered  themielves  in  the  fame  manner  of  their  new- 
opponents,  had  they  not  learned,  by  dear- bought  ex- 
perience, that  decrees  of  tranfportation  are  far  from  be- 
ing produdlive  to  the  national  treafury.  Another 
point  of  fimilarity  between  thcfe  two  epochas  is,  that 
the  party  accufed,  in  like  manner,  not  of  royalifm  but 
of  anarchy^  have  drawn  new  motives  of  o]>pofition 
from  thefe  very^  reproaches  *.*    "  I  know,"  fajd  Bi- 


*  As  thefe  placards  highly  irritated  the  party  againft  whom  they 
were  directed,  and  who  feared  that  they  fhould  appear  intimidated 
and  cowardly  if  they  acceded  to  the  additional  taxes,  the  new  com- 
znittee  appointed  to  propoiè  them  made  ufe  of  the  following  turn 
to  obliterate  the  memory  of  all  thefe  infults  :  "  Citizens,  there  is 
not  one  of  you  who  is  not  ftrongly  imprelfed  with  the  Uberticide  ma- 
nœuvres ofjome  vilepamplileteers  in  the  pay  of  the  Engiyh^  governmem^ 
and  the  indecent  hand-bills  with  whidi  the  walls  of  Paris  are  covered 
by  the  hand  of  malevolence*  The  authors  of  thefe  infamous  writings 
have  doubtlefs  fome  very  perfidious  views,  fince  they  endeavour  to 
caufea  divifioir  between  the  executive  and  the  legiflative  powers,  and 
to  noake  the  nation  believe  that  a  part  of  their  reprefentatives  are  not 
willing  to  fupply  the  Diredory  with  tlie  means  of  fupporting  the 
i^t^  caufe  of  Liberty,  and  rendering  her  triumphant." 

Thus  fppke  Deftrem  on  the  7th  October;  and  a  few  days  after  he  had 
thus  attributed  thefe  Uberticide  manoeuvres  to  the  Englilli  government, 
the  Directorial  gazette,  which  has  never  been  accUfed  of  being  in  the 
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gonnet,  on  the  24th  Aufuft  1798,  '/  that  malevoi 
lence  is  lying  in  wait  to  attribute  to  us  criminal  mien- 
tions.  Have  not  the  fovereign  inagiûxacy  of  thei 
lihelhus  placards  already  accufed  thofe  who  do  npt  ac- 
Jknowledge  that  an  increafe  of  taxes  is  juft  and  falutary  ? 
Let  us  rife  above  this  xy^:^  terror  which  it  is  attempted 
to  ftrike  into  the  minds  of  the  legiflators.  Let  us 
be  bold  to  difcu&  the  interefts  of  the  people." 

Lucien  Buonaparte  had  already  anticipated  this 
orator^  having  feyeral  days  before  pointed  out  a  mezz<^ 
terminoy  which^  he  faid,  would  fuperfede  the  neceffity 
of  an  increafe  of  ta^esy  and  ajSbrd  the  government 
all  the  refources  they  required.  The  reader  will 
imagine^  perhaps,  that  the  mçafure  he  w^s  about  to 
propofc  was  peace,  .By  no  means. .  His  brilliant 
difcovery  was  confined  to  flopping  the  progrefs  of 
the  plunder  and  immoralities  of  which  he  accufed 
ihe  army-contra6tors.  According  to  him  all  that 
was  to  be  done  was,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  oppref- 
live.and  exorbitant  terms  impofed  by  them  on  the 
minifters.  Wonderful  to  relate  !  this  ftatefman  had 
fufficient  weight  with  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 
to  induce  them  fericufly  to  debate  whether  thefe  ex- 
orbitant terms  were  the  true  caufe  of  the  deficit,  or 
whether  the  deficit  had  rendered  thefe  contrats  op- 
preffive  and  exorbitant  ;  a  queftion  which  the  logical 
orator  Geniffieux  decided  in  a  luminous  manner  by 


pay  of  Mr.  Pitt,  copied  and  aittplified  all  thefe  infamous  writings  and 
contemptible  hand-biUs, — "  Some  men  there  are^^  ùàd  the  Redaffeur  of 
the  9th  September,  "  w/^  /eem  to  make  a  point  of  di/jtuting  every  inch 

'  of  the  financial  ground^  and  of  deferring  or  neutralizing  the  refources  (f 

.  the  country.^* 
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the  followîng^obfervatîon  ;  ^*  Thofe  wto  iky  thatihe 
terms  of  the  coiitraxStors  are.  exorbitant  becaufe  the 
treafury  is  empty,  take  the.  major  for  the  minor.  We 
ought  rather  to  fay,  that  the  public  treafury  is  empty 
becaufe  the  terms  of  the  contrats  ate  exorbitant.** 
This  obfervation  was  fo  eonclufive,  that  a  thundering 
decree,  againft  the  contradtors  was  about  to  be  pafTed 
to  make  them  refund  their  unjuft  gain;  when  the 
debate  was  interrupted  by  intelligence,  that,  merely 
upon  the  motion  of  Lucieq  Buonaparte^  they  had 
taken  to  flight,  and  that  their  retreat  put  the  govern- 
ment in  abeyance  *. 


*■  L.  Buonaparte  had  boafted  in  the  outfct  of  the  denunciation  he 
was  preparing  againfl  the  robberies  of  the  contraôors,  that  he  wouH 
call  forth  the  coU/weat  of  criminaUty  on  the  hrttw  if  moi-e  than  one  crimi* 
nah  This  boafHiig  however  called  forth  coldfweat  on  no  man's  bfOl«^ 
except  that  of  the  unfortunate  Ramcl,  who  trembled  at  the  idea  of  being 
deferted  by  the  few  contradtors  then  in  his  employ.  Hence  he  loft  no 
'  time  in  endeavouring  immediately  to  avert  the  menaced  blow  which 
impended  over  himfelf  as  well  as  the  conti*a6lors,  and  therefore  pub- 
liflied,  or  caufed  to  be  puWifhed^  in  the  Dire6torial  gazettes  of  the 
ad  and  9th  September,  two  violent  invectives  againft  the  motion  of 
Lucien  Buonaparte.  In  thefc  papers,  without  attempting  to  conceal 
or  deny  the  exorbitant  terms  of  the  contrafts  complained  of^  they 
were  juftified  hiy  the  imperious  law  fnecejtty^  while  this  was  attributed 
to  the  obftinate  refufal  of  the  taxes  ;  and  laftly,  to  this  refiifal  was 
imputed  the  retreat  of  the  moft  honeft  of  the  contradiors. 

Kamel  however  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  thefe  recriminations  ; 
but  had  rccourfe  to  the  fertile  pen  of  Saint- Aubin,  who,  in  his  apo- 
logy for  this  minifter  and  his  contra£lors,  began  with  great  ftirewd- 
ne6  by  obferving,  that  //  is  very  pUafant  to  hear  tjiofe  raife  a  hue  and 
try  of  Stop  thief!  who  do  notjiay  tlieir  lafuful  and  qchnvtoledged  debts  which 
they  have  them/elves  contracted  \  and  that  if  we  would  wifti  minifters  to 
be  economifts,  or  make  advantageous  bargains,  it  is  not  enough  to 
decree  fo  many  millions  for  fnch  an  article  or  expendituitc,  and^  mat^ 
for  another  5^,  added  he,  thefe  decrees  cofting  nothing  but  pen^  ink^ 
and  paper^  it  would  be  as  eafy  to  decree  an  equal  number  ff  milliards^ 
imd  mat  ivithont  being  either  richer  or  poorer* 

It  muft  be  confelScd  that  the  explanation  of  Saint- Aubin  is  a  pretty 
good  defence  both  of  the  treafury,  which  Géuiffieux  and  Chabert 
had  called  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  of  fœindlerSy  and  of  the  war 
department,  which  Chabert  reproached  with  paying  its  contraâots 
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Another  member,  however,  ventured  to  return  to 
the  charge,  "  In  lieu/'  faid  he,  "  of  continually 
propofing  hew  taxes,  let  us  rather  fludy  to  have  lefs 
heed  of  them,  by  praâifing  in  each  branch  of  the 
public  expenditure  every  Ipecies  of  economy  of  which 
k  is  fufceptible."  Thus  Ipoke  Marquezy  on  the 
3d  Oélober;  and  if  he  made  lefs  impreffion  on  the 
Council  than  Lucien  Buonaparte,  it  was  becaufe  he 
had,  the  wifdom  fhall  I  call  it,  or  the  folly,  to  invite 
his  colleagues  to  add  example  to  precept,  by  re- 
tibuncing  th&  additional  indemnity  they  had  jufl  de- 
creed into  their  own  pockets,  amounting  to  no  left 
â  fum  than  a,goo,ooo  livres  per  annum  *.     As  they 


at  kafi  30  per  cent,  above  the  real  value.  But  Chabert  alfo  coni- 
plaiaed  on .  the  6th  Auguft,  that  all  the  contracts  are  JiHitious  and 
jfcandalous  ;  and  that  they  are  cancelled  to  give  them  to  new  creatures. 
Vet  neither  the  treafury,  the  Directorial  gazette,  nor  Saint- Aubin, 
have  attempted  to  juftify  this  duplicity  in  cancelling  the  contra6ls. 

*  "  Since  it  is  neeeifary  to  make  reduélions  and  retrenchments," 
added  tliis  deputy,  "  why  is  it  not  propofed  to  refcind  the  rcfolu- 
tion,  w.hich,  m  the  ^iftrejjed  circumfiances  in  which  we  are  placed, 
has  aggrieved  the  public  treafury  by  granting  yon  an  additional  in- 
dcftinity  of  333  livres  fier  month?" 

:  To  anfwer  this  inquiry  belongs  to  the  hiftory  of  the  expenditure, 
which  would  require  a  feparate  work,  and  would  prove  tliat  the 
government  of  equality  is,  for  a  great  nation,  the  moft  expenfive  of 
all  governments.  Till  Admiral  Villaret  had,  at  the  tribune  of  thç 
Council,  pronounced  that  aflertion,  do  not  deceive  your/elves^  thç, 
throne  of  liberty  is  expensive,  the  people  of  France  did  not  fuf- 
•pe<5l,  that  the  empty  honour  they  enjoyed  of  annually  beholding 
xmt  of  their  eqitals  exalted  to  the  fupreme  magiftracy,  would  coft 
,them  infinitely  more  than  the  Englifh  pay  for  the  pomp  of  heredi- 
tary monarchy,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
royal  family.  We  may  fully  convince  ourfelves  of  this  fad  by  caft- 
ing  our  eyes  over  the  civil  lift  of  the  two  Councils  and  of  the 
X),iredory,  which,  however  enormous  it  be,  theCç  pretended  economifii 
of  the  public  money  are  ever  finding  new  pretexts  for  increafing, 
and  for  dividing  among  themfelves  the  laft  fpoils  of  the  people-king. 
The  following  is  a  fample  of  the  harangue,  by  means  of  which 
I>ecointre  procured  for  the  Diredors  an  immediate  grant  of  the 
-f,5cx),ooo  livres  they  demanded  on  the  13th  July  to  enlarge  their 
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pèrceircd,  however,   that  merely  preaching  economy  • 
was  not  fufficient  to  infure  the  payment  of  thefe  ad- 

palace:  "  It  is  time,"  faid  he,."they  fhould  have  a  refidence  corre-^ 
fpdnding  with  thé  glory  they  have  acquired  to  the  Great  Natiott. 
Their  palace  ought  to  be  furrounded  with  all  the  moft  brilliant  pro  • 
du6tions  of  the  arts.  Let  us  refcue  the  national  dignity  from  this 
fpccies  "oi  fans-cuhtifm^  into  which -fbrne  mea  have  wiiheâ  to  plunge 
it  by  puribing  <7^r<2^  ideas. — ;At  this  period  you  owe  a  great  repre- 
fentatioii  to  Europe,  for  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.'* 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  period  which  appeared  fo  proper, 
for  voting  1,500,000  livres  for  the  Direftory,  and  twice  that  ium  to 
the  two  Councils,  was  the  period  when  a  great  rmmher  of  the  Jick 
and  indigent  were  dying  in  the  hoffiitals^  becaufe  they  could  neither  have 
Broth  nor  bread]  and  when  a  few  thoufand  ecus  would  have  repaired 
the  dykes  of  Dol,  and  prevented  an  inundation  which  two  months 
afterwards  reduced  ten  thoufand  families  to  wander  without  reliefs  without 
an  afylum^  and  without  the  means  of  fubfifîence, 

lu^  it  alfo  be  remembered,  that  ail  thefe  new  profufions,  which 
Mercier  called  truly  rehuhliçan^  were  decreed  by  the  Councils  a  few 
weeks  after  they  had  loaded  with  applaufe  the  Deputy  Lacuée,  who 
addrefïèd  them  in  thefe  terms:  Before  we  provide  for- thofe  who  have 
ferved  the  republic^  let  us  take  care  of  thqfe  who  compofe  it, 

Laftiy,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  however  ofteii  the  word  economy 
is  pronounced  and  re-echoed,  whenever  new  taxes  are  propofed,  it 
is  fcarcely  ever  thought  of  when  the  expenditure  is  voted.  On  the 
6th  November  1797,'a  member  having  in  this  manner  oppofed  fome 
revolutionary  projed  fupported  by  Dufay,  he  was  immediately  (ilenced 
by  the  latter,  who  cried  out,  "Economy  !  it  is  a  miferable  idea! 
A  little  money  is  nothing  in  competition  with  fupporting  the  national 
dignity.  In  faft,  it  is  economy  to  fpend  money  with  judgniient;  economy 
■  is  but  a  fecondary  objeâ:  when  the  matter  in  difcuifion  is  public 
order:' 

Du  lay  was .  not,  however,  the  only  member  who  held  this  lan- 
guage ;  for,  on  nearly  a  fimilar  occafîon,  his  colleague  Eudes  iniiftcd, 
that  economy  ought  not  to  degenerate  into  a  trifling  parfmw^y  uwuiortky  tf 
the  firft  nation  in  the  world.  On  the  I  cth  June,  Couturier,  equally 
impreflfed  with  the  advantage  of  reprefenting  fuch  a  people,  moveH 
that  *'  no  falary  to  an  ambaflador,  envoy,  or  other  fervant  of  the 
government,  could  exceed  that  of  the  deputies."  It  might  be  ima-* 
gined,  perhaps,  that  the  objeéb  of  this  motion  w^s  to  reduce  the  fa- 
laries  of  ambafladors  :  far  from  it  ;  the  true  objeft  was  to  raife  to 
that  level  thofe  of  the  members  of  both  Councils,  who  thus  allowed 
themfelyes  an  additional  indemnity  for  tl»c  expenses  of  lodging,  of  the 
fcnatoriai  drefs,  and  of  a  fecretary.  No  fooner  had  the  legiflativç 
body  gained  this  point,  than  they  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day  on 
'  the  motion  relative  to  the  amhauadors,  or,  at  lead,  the  bufineft 
ended,  with  a  meflage  from  the  Direftory,  pointing  out  the  impro- 
priety "  of  placing  them  between  penury  and  feduSion,  or  of  ren» 
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dUio&al  falariaSy  and  that  it  was  necelSary  to  provide 
new  funds  from  which  they  might  be  fupplied,  they  at 
length  proceeded  to  the  difcnffion  of  the  moft  eligible 
indireft  taxes.,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  direâ. 

They  confented>  though,  not  without  coiifiderablc 
difficulty  and  oppofitio»,  io  re-cftabUih  the  ^ro//j 
iToSlroi,  or  duties  on  provifions  brought  into  Paris, 
which  they  decorated  with  the  fplcndid  name  of  oélroi 
de  hienfaifance.  But  as  their  produce  is  appropriated 
to  the  local  expenfes  of  the  department,  and  not 
to  that  of  the. nation  at  large^  which  was  the  objedl 
in  contemplation,  the  committee  of  finances  ven- 
tured, at  length,  to  pronounce  the  vfoxà  fait  duty ^ 
which  they  frankly  declared  to  be  the  only  truly  pro- 
dudlive  financial  refource. 

This  was  thé  fignal  of  alarm  for  the  môfl  violent 
enemies  of  the  old  government,  among  whom  Bi* 
gonnet,  in  particular,  iJated  a  dilemma  which  cer* 
tainly  has  confiderable  fcwce^  and  which  has  bee» 
confi:antly  adduced  whenever  it  has  been  in  agitation 
to  revive  any  of  the  old  taxes.  Either ,  faid  he,  the 
taxes  to  he.  re-ejiahlijhed  are  unjust,  or  the  révolution 
which  aholijhed  them  was  it/elf  an  aâi  of  injustice» 
Couturier  added,  that  they  were^a  vmnyfleps  towards 
refiaring  the  old  government  ;  and  another  member 
agreed,  "  that  they  would  inevitably  give  birth  to 


dering  it  impoflibte  to  offer  thôfè  foreign  miffioHs  to  mep  of  known 
probity,  intelligence,  and  chi/m.'^  Scarcdy  was  the  reading,  of  thii 
meflage  concluded,  wheu  Deftrfeft>,  the  reporter  of  .^e  committee 
of  finances,  fupportcd  it  by  declaring,  ^  that  every  agent  in  foreign 
parts  ought  to  have  a  falary  confiftent  with  the  chara^tfer  of  a  repre- 
fentative  of  the  Great  Nation^  and  calculated  to  preferve  a  medium 
between  oftttitatious  pomp  anid  degrading  obfcurit^," 
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érigerons  compartfons  ;  and  that  the  enemies  of  the 
republic    would    infallibly  point   thefe  out  to  the 
people/* 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Riou  adduced  an  argument  no 
lefs  candid  than  inftrudiive.  *'  There  is  one  dan* 
gerous  prejudice,"  replied  he,  ^*  very  important  to  be 
deftroyed  ;  that  of  imagining  that  the  objeft  of  the 
revolution  was  to  deftroy  the  indireô  taxes.  On  the 
contrary,  it  appears  to  me  that  theindireâ  taxes  were 
aboliflied  to  facilitât e  the  revolution.  The  monarch 
then  upon  the  throne  was  to  be  overturned,  and 
therefore  the  channels  were  to  be  cut  off  by  which 
that  gold  which  enabled  him  to  maintain  his  power 
flowed  into  his  coffers.  Hence,  if  to  abolifh  royalty 
we  repealed  the  taxes  by  which  the  royal  treafury 
was  fupplied,  we  ought  furely  to  conclude^ .  that  to  ' 
fupport  the  republican  government  we  muft  take  an 
oppofite  line  of  condu6l/'  This  conclufion  would 
have  been  tolerably  juft,  if,  at  the  fame  time,  when 
be  confefled  that  the  revolution  had  hem  facilitated  by 
alolijhing  the  taxes,  Riou  could  have  warranted,  that 
the  revival  of  them  would  not  facilitate  a  counter-re- 
volution  ;  or  had  he  teen  able  to  refute  the  afTertion 
of  Grofcafiand,  that  the  fiippreffion  of  the  tax  on  fait' 
had  niade  as  many  republicans  as  its  re-efiablifhrnent 
would  make  malecontents.  This  was  the  rock  which 
another  member  immediately  pointed  out  in  other 
terms*  "  Does  then  the  republic  confift,  with  regard 
to  the  people,  in  an  ^empty  wordy  or  an  abflraSl  theory  ? 
Mo  ;  it  confifls  wholly  in  the  nature  of  taxation,  in 
its  moderation,  the  juflice  of  its  afTeffment  and  dif- 
tribution,  ^nd  in  the  advantages,  the  protedion,  and 
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the  fecurity  it  procures  for  the  lower  clafles  of  fb- 
cicty  *.'*  This  was  clearly  acknowledging,  that  if 
the  burden  of  the  new  taxes  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
old,  it  is  of  little  confequcnce  to  the  lower  clafles 
whether  they  pay  them  into  a  royal  or  a  republican 
treafury  ;  and  that  if  this  lafl  term  is  not  a  protedlion 
àgainft  taxes,  it  is  to  them  a  word  totally  deflitute  of 
meaning.  Whence  it  appears,  that  the  true  queftion 
which  was  then,  and  long  will  be,  under  ditcuffion 
in  both  the  Councils,  and  which  will  long  remain 
undecided,  is  the  choice  of  the  alternative,  whether 
to  fufFer  the  republic  to  expire  in  a  confumption 
•through  a  refufal  of  the  taxes,  to  the  abolition  of 
which  it  owed  its  birth,  or  to  expofe  it  to  a  violent 
death,  by  demanding  thefe  tastes  of  the  new  republi- 
cans, who  confider  the  republic  as  confifting  wholly 
in  the  certainty  of  being  for  ever  delivered  from  their 
•burden. 

This  danger  decided  the  queftion  ;  and  as  the  falt- 
duty  was  rejc6led  by  an  immenfe  majority  -f,  it  is  evi- 


*  André.    See  the  Moniteur  of  the  6tb  September,  No.  3  50. 

f  This  vîftory  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  eloquence  of 
Grofcaftand,  who  conjured  his  colleagues  not  to  give  the  ençmy 
room  to  fmik  by  taking  a  retrograde  ftep  ;  and  to  remember ^  that  the 
patriots  took  up  arms  but  to  deflroy  the  tax  upon  fait. 

This  is  not,  however,  the  only  republican  who  now  gives  it  out, 
that  it  was  not  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  Baftille,  but  of  the  taxes^ 
th^t  the  fovereignrpeople  rofe  in  arms.  When  Villers  propofed  the 
/ale  of  licences  for  fifhing  in  the  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  Pifon 
du.  Gailand  began  a  feries  of  lamentations  and  conférions  :  "  It  is 
with  great  regret,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  obferve  almoft  the  fame  infti- 
tutions  reorganising^  as  thofe  which  the  night  of  the  4th  Auguft  ought 
|o  have  buried  in  eternal  oblivion.  I  kncna  that  it  may  be  ufeftil, 
.  and  even  neceflary,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  national  authority 
du  ties,  which  we  did  well  then  to  tear  from  the  hands  of  our  tyrants. 
I  kncroj^  that  whole  ages  have,  as  it  were,  intervened  between  us  and 
l^hat  ipmortal  sera  pf  our  revolution;  but  how, frequently  have  attempU 


dent  that  the  vidloriçius  party  of  the  iSth^Frudtidor 
have  purfaed  precifely  the  fame  fteps  with  which 
they  reproached  the  vanquilhed,  and  that  the  year  \i^ 
has  pafled  Hke  the  year  v.  in  vifionary  fchemes  of 
finance,  in  declamations  againft  abufes,  and  in  pro- 


been  made  to  bring  us  back  to  it  ?  and  ought  we  not,  above  all^ 
things,  to  examine  whether  the  time  is  come  to  approximate  fo  nearly 
in  our  meafures  to  the  /ioti7d  ufurpattans  of  feudality  ;  and  whether  Jt 
is  not  extremely  dangeroys  to  let  the  people  imagine,  that  we  are 
'preparing  for  them  inftitutions  fimilar  to  thofe,  the  deftru<ftion  of 
which  was  to  them  a  day  of  happinefs,  and  emancipatiott  f  But  the 
public  good  demands  this  meafure  ! — the^ftatc  of  our  finances  impor 
rioufly  demands  that  no  delay  fhould  retard  its  adoption  ! — and  /  ak 

It  appears  then  that  Grofcaftand  broke  the/Z?»^^  which  this  dif- 
creet  member  boafted  of  preferving\  and  that  he  faid  enough  to 
enable  us  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  modeft  advice  which  rérès 
had  a  few  days  before  addrefîêd  to  tlie  kings. of*  Europe:  *'  At 
length  let  them  learn,"  faid  he^  "  that  the  republic  is  immoveably 
cftablifhed, — Yes,  it  is  ivivest^vctible— Its  Aead  toucies  the  iea" 
vensj  and  its  foundations^  deeply  rooted  in  the  howels  rf  the  eartli^  will 
brave  the  power  of  time, — And  thou,  proud  Albion,  who  obftinately 
perfifteft  in  preferving  the  empire  of  thefeas,  tremble  for.  thy  deftiny.  ; 
tl^  laft  hour  approachs,^^  This  prediélion  may  be  feen  in  the  Moftl- 
teur  of  the  6th  July,  which  ftates  that  the  Council  of  Elders  w- 
dered  it  to  be  printed, 

A  few  days  after  having  thus  voted  by  acclamation  the  indeftruati^ 
bility  of  the  republic,  when  the  Direftory  came  to  declare  to  the 
two  Councils  that  it  could  not  be  immoveahfy  ejiablijhed^  but  on  a 
fyftem  of  taxation  calculated  to  bring  the  receipts  and  the  expendi-» 
tnre  to  an  equilibrium  ;  and  when  for  this  purpofe  they  propoled  the 
re-eftabliihment  of  the  duties  on  articles  of  confumption  ;  Fabre  him- 
felf,  who  was  the  great  promoter  of  it,  could  not  help  confeffing, 
that  fome  JJiocks  muft  be  expected  on  the  part  of  the  republicans.— 
*'  May  not  an  intrig\ier,'*  he  ingenuoufly  alked^  **  make  ufe  of  it 
to  oppofe  the  government,  and  thus^/r  up  the p&ple^  who  are  fo  eafilf 
,  hritated  in  all  matters  of  f  nance  /*" 

It  is  unneceflary  to  add,  that  the  orator  eafily  overcame  this  fear,- 
and  obtained  the  decree  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  oétroî,  or 
duties  on  provifions  brought  into  towns;  but  as  they  have  not  yet 
ventured  to  coUeâ:  them,  except  at  the  barriers  of  Paris,  where  the 
Direftory  have  a  ftrong  force,  it  remains  to  be  feen  how  they  will 
conduct  themfelves  wim  thofe  republicans  of  the  provinces  who 
took  up  arms  to  deflroy  the  very  taxes  which  the  gbvcrpmçn^  ^%^  novr 
lendeavouring  to  revive, 
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mtfes  of  ^onomy  *  ;  in  decreeing  largcfles,  in  la- 
mentations on  the  increafing  deficit,  in  empty  boafts 
of  the  mexhaujiibh  refources  of  France,  in  threats  of 
making  a  grand  difplay  of  her  refources^  and  in  obfli- 
nate  rcfufals  to  decree  any  really  produâive  tax  that 
might  give  birth  to  dangerous  comparifons.  It  is  true, 
ihe  refufing  party  generoufly  offered  to  fupply  the 
•place  of  the  falt-duty  by  taxes  on  luxury  :  but  Bail- 
leul,  who  had  been  the  great  defender  of  the  former, 
oppofedy  in  his  turn,  with  all  the  force  of  his  ora- 
tory, every,  idea  of  exclufively  taxing  the  rich.  He 
maintained,  "  that  they  have  already  been  obliged 
to  renounce  every  gratification  that  might  betray 
their  riches  ;  that  they  have  all  put  on  the  uniform  of 
mediocrity^  and  taken  their  money  out  of  the  circu- 
lation, to  bury  it  in  the  earth,  and  efcape  taxation 
— that  if  fuch  taxes  are  light,  they  produce  nothing; 
;îf  they  are  heavy,  the  rich  rehounce  thçir  enjoy- 
ments ;  and  then  not  only  the  national  treafury  re- 

^  On  the  4t;b  Npvçtnber  i797«  Baraillon  declaimed  on  that  to[nc 
in  a  very  edifying  fpeech,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  enormity 
^  tha  exkenditur€\  that  //  increafed  cveiy  J^  ;  th^t  the  fituation  of 
the  republic  was  in  oppofitim  with  that  of  its  finances,  which  had 
.  become  the  tub  of  th€  Dan^ids  ;  that  they  continually  propofed  pre- 
tendedly  rcpuhliccj^  inftitqtions,  which  were  in  reality  infinitely  ex- 
'penfive;  and  that  theje  abufes^  which  were  dewuring  its  y\X3]&^  were 
lufFered  not  only  to  fut^fift,  but  ^ven  to  propagate  and  increafe, 
.^     This  fp€fech  made  fp  ftrong  nn  imprçffion  on  tfie  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  that  they  iuftgntly  appointed  a  committee  of  çlçvçn  mem- 
bers, to  firejem  their  views  on  ^comnj  and  rrform» 
V    After  ^n  interval  of  çîght  months,  jn  which  no  views  were  hrefeujted^ 
^avary  aikpd,  whpther  they  bad  not  made  ^nyjirogrefs  in  their  work  ; 
.  on  which  tb(B  IVîonitewr  of  the  aoth  June  ûates,  that  feveral  mem-' 
'  bers  cried  out,  iVia,  no',  there  is  nothing  done.     The  two  Councils  now 
,  çanqeiving  thptpffives  infulted,  thought  i%  time  to  undertake  this 
'  ^  duty  thennfelves  ;  which  they  performed  by  voting  themfelves  2,900,000 
livres  for  additional  indemnities^  and  allowing  the  Dire^ory  1,500,099 
\p  enlarge  their  palace^ 
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t^îves  nothing,  but  tboufands  of  the  poor  latiguifli 
under  an  incfcafe  of  mifery. — I  am  not  advancing 
any  thing/'  faîd  Bailleul,  ^^  but  what  we  have  already 
ivitnejfed  ;  and  I  maintain,  that  if  we  do  not  wijh  to 
crujh  and  deftroy  the  working  people^  the  tax  ought  to  he 
'laid  on  the  necejfaries  of  life,  or  on  other  equivaleni 
ohjeSis.'* 

This  doélrine  mufl:  have  appeared  to  the  partisans 
of  equality  truly  liberticidaty  and  particularly  Arange 
from  Bailleul  *.  But  it  will  be  thought  perhaps  ftill 
more  Angular,  that  this  converted  Jacobin  was  over- 
thrown the  next  day  (the  cid  Oétober  1798)  by  a 
new  opponent,  named  Grofc^fland,  who  only  aifked 
•for  four  and  twenty  hours  to  anfwer  him,  and 
whofe  fpeech  merits  the  moft  diftinguiflied  attention. 
*^  Decree  a  tax  on  domeftic  animals,  and  on  thofe 


*  Saint- Aubin  conftantly  maintams  the  fiinle  theory  In  aferies^f 
fxnall  publications  ;  in  which  he  has  obferved  with  great  acutenefip 
that  aU  taxes  on  luxury,  in  lieu  of  falling  excîufively  on  the  rich, 
fall  in  reality  on  whole  clafles  of  working  people,  who  manufaâure 
or  fell  the  articles  taxed  ;  fo  that,  in  lieu  of  being  called  taxes  on 
luxufy^  they  ought  to  be  named  taxes  m  mifery. 

In  his  indignation  at  the  rejçâion  of  the  tax  on  fait,  he  has  pu!>- 
li filed  a  work,  aflferting  that  many  of  his  friends  have  declared,  that 
(hey  rejeâed  it,  not  becaufe  it  was  in  it/elf  a  ^ad  tax,  but  becaufc 
at  the  preient  time  it  appeared  imfiùHiic^  tmfiofiulaty  and  dai^erws. 

It  is  not  very  eafy  to  decide  between  Saint-Aubin  and  thofe 
friends  whoie  confidence  he  has  '  thus  revealed  ;  for  if,  as  we  muft 
believe,  they  are  tJiorw^h  rehuhîicans^  their  firft  duty  is  not  to  fupport 
the  government  of  the  ufiirpers  by  meafures  which  would  accele- 
rate the  reftoration  of  the  lawful  king.  In  fad,  it  is  probable  the 
revival  of  the  gabelle  would  remove  one  pf  the  chief  barriers  thaf 
oppofes  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  monarchy;  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  as  well  as  many  others,  Cretet  very  juftly  obferved,  tbal'/^ 
reii£w  the  taxes  of  the  old  govertvnent  ivas  out  of  the  pvwer  of  the  republic^ 
Hence  it  is  natural,  tliat  the  friends  of  Saint- Aiioin  fliould  be  afraid 
pf  decreeing  a  counter-revolution  by  reviving  them^  as  the  parlia- 
ments decreed  the  revolution  by  refufing  to  regif^er  the  new  taxci 
propofed,  which  were  to  prevent  fuph  a  change  by  covering  the  deficit. 
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kept  far  picafure,  fuch  as  fporting-dogs,  lap-dogs, 
&c. — ^Trebk  the  tax  on  carriages  hung  on  Iprings, 
lay  a  tax  on  plate  glafs,  fix  a  imximum  for  the  in- 
come of  honcft  induftrj^  and  feize  the  overplus  as 
an  infallible  fign  of  peculation.  Raife  a  forced  loan 
on  fortunes  of  cohjfal  fize  made  during  the  revolution, 
the  pofleflbrs  of  which  were  formerly  lackeys  y  though 
they  now  take  the  title  of  Monfteur^  and  almoft  that  of 
Marquis  ;  thus  affuming  the  airs  of  their  former 
mafiers^  whofe  efiat^s  thiey  have  feized  upon.— «Decree 
alfo  that  fingle  men  fhall  pay  three  4mes  the  amount 
of  their  land-tax,  poll-tax,  mobiliary  and  fumptuary 
taxes." 

Bailleul  knew  not  how  to  reply  to  this  fine  ha- 
rangue, in  which  the  fpcaker  thus  obflinately  adhered 
to  all  the  firft  principles  of  Jacobinifm  ;  whereas  the 
former  had  not  only  gradually  abandoned  them,  but 
had  appealed  to  the  events  that  had  taken  place,  and 
called  his  accomplices  to  witnefs,  that  to  declaim 
"  againft  the  rich  was  to  confpire  againft  the  middling 
clafles,  to  add  to  the  privations  of  the  poor,  and  to 
dry  up  the  refources  of  the  public  revenue. 

We  muil  not  however  be  furprifed,  if  the  new 
committee  of  finances  gave  the  palm  of  viâory  to 
his  antagonift.  Between  the  fear  of  forfeiting  their 
popularity  like  the  preceding  committee,  and  the 
numerous  meflages  fent  them  in  rapid  fucceflion  by 
*  the  Direftory,  to  remind  them  of  their  en^gagement 
to  raife  the  natiotial  Receipts  to  a  level  with  what  is 
.deemed  the  neceffary  expenditure^  they  at  length  de- 
clared by  Deftrem  their  reporter^  ^^  that  the  deficit 
requiring  to  bç .filled  up  for  the  year  y ij.  is  not  200 
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ïnillions,  as  was  pretended,  but  fifty-five;  /A^/  U 
'would  be  provided  for,  without  recurring  to  a  duty  on 
Jalt^  by  refources  arifmg  from  It^uries^  but  by  no  mean^ 
affeEling  the  necejfaries  of  life;,  and  that  fortjr-five 
millions  might  be  provided  for  by  taxing  coach  gate^* 
ways,  windows,  balconies,  chimneys,  carriages, 
and  draught  and  faddle  horfes;  —  We  tmiji  not," 
added  the  reporter,  "  lofe  the  fruits  of  all  the  Ikcri- 
fices  we  have  made.  The  government  miifi  be  enabled 
io  filence  thofe  intriguing  cabinets,  who  ought  to 
have  refpeéted  the  Jleeping  lionr 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  were  yet  dilating 
with  the  firft  tranfports  of  joy  on  hearing  thefe  two 
interefting  pieces  of  intelligence,  and  were  again 
about  to  perfonate  the  fleeping  lion,  when  Saint- 
Aubin  thought  proper  to  adjourn  their  fleep,  by  pub- 
lifhing  a  Ihort  work,  which  overthrew  the  magnifi- 
cent apparatus  we  have  defcribed.  He  there  aflerted, 
on  the  authority  of  the  minifler  of  finance,  that  the 
deficit  would  be  infinitely  greater  than  Wvas  ftated  : 
he  prognofticated,  that  the  produce  of  thefe  taxes 
on  luxury  would  have  no  exiflence  hut  o?i  papery 
and  would  not  amount  to  one  tenth  of  what  was  e:îç- 
peéled.  Hè  concluded  by  exppfirig  the  errors  of  the 
committee,  who,  in  lieu  of  propofing  indireél  taxes, 
as  they  imagined,  had  brought  forward  nothing  but 
a  mere  addition  to  the  poll  and  land-tax;  for  the 
exorbitance  and  unproduclivenefs  of  which  they  were 
appointed  to  find  a  remedy.  Thus  while  the  deficit 
is  on  every  fide  undermining  this  expiring  republic, 
its  founders  are  ftill  ferioully  difputing  about  grand 
frinciplesy  about  the  copaparative  advantages  of  direSl 
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or  indireSl  taxation,  and  the  propriety  of  laying  them 
on  the  rich  or  on  the  poor  *.  In  this  crowd  of  dii^ 
putants  no  one  feems  to  have  fufpeâed,  that  there 
«xîfts  not  perhaps  in  finance  one  ahftraA  truth,  not 
one  principle  or  maxim,  but  muft  bend  to  local 
and  temporary  circumftances,  and  is  true  or  falfe 
in  its  application,  according  as  it  relates  to  a  nation 
that  is  rich,  poor,  or  moderately  opulent,  and  ac- 
cording as  it  is  agricultural,  mânufaéturing,  or 
commercial.  But  before  they  debate  whether  any 
particular  tax  be  better  or  worfe,  more  or  lefs  pro- 
duélîve  than  another,  they  have  not  even  thought 
of  invefligarting  the  inconfiderable  amount  of  the 
trifling  fuperfluities  which,  in  their  prefent  impove- 
Tiflied  ftate,  tbey  can  apply  to  the  public  revenue. 
Ten  years  ago  they  imagined,  that  to  bring  the  fcience 
t)f  finance  to  perfe6lion,  it  was  enough  to  «commute 

*•  "  We  are  all  agreed,"  faid  Marquei^y,  **  on  the  fetal  neccffity  of 
an  increafe  of  taxes.  We  only  differ  on  the  queflion,  whether  thefe 
taddcs  fhall  weigh  chiefly  on  the  rich  or  on  the  /w/*  This  qaeftion 
it  is  not  very  cafy  to  decide,  if  it  muft  be  anfwered  exclufively  in 
favour  of  the  one  or  the  other  ;  and  it  becomes  ftîll  more  difficult 
when  It  js  aifo  to  be  determined,  whether  the  tax  ought  to  be  direH 
or  indire^^  Hence  the  difference  of  opinions  was  fo, great,  that  one 
of  the  logicians  of  the  Council  gave  a  fiimmary  of  all  thefe  debates 
by  &ying,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  efiinÎQusivere  divided  w/Vi 
regard  to  the  niK ect  or  indirect  taxation^  and  that  they  werejiill  kfs 
€rgreedtn  their  choice  of  taxes.  We  onght  not  therefore  to'befurprifed, 
^  if  the  difcuffion  itfelf  having  divided  the  <^iaians  more  and  more, 
Amc^uld  concluded  by  complaining  to  his  colleagues  of  their  proJi" 
gms  fecwidity  of  m-gument  on  every  fjtecies  if  tax.  Still  lefs  ought  we 
to  be  furprifed,  if  Villers  endeavoured  to  put  an  end  to  thi^  fecun^ 
dity  of  argumentation  on  the  8th  Auguft,  by  faying,  //  is  certain 
theix  Cannot  extft-  me  good  tax  ;  all  are  àurder^omè  and  hwFtftfl  ;  ifut^  in 
few  wordsy  taxes  are  indispensable. 

Great  care  was  taken  not  to  hold  fuch  language  to  the  people  at 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when,  to  wertwn  the  monarchy, 
they  were  invited  to  cut  of  the  channels  which  alme  fumijhed it  vjith  tk 
means  ^'  keejiing  its  grmmd*- 


1 


(    301    ) 

all  the  other  taxes  into  one;  tfaey  now  proclaim, 
that  the  whole  art  confifts  in  varj'ing  them:  and' 
whenever  one  of  thefe  empirics  afcends  the  tnbqne 
to  point  out  a  new  objcdl  of  taxation,  the  majority 
of  his  audience  imagine  they  have  really  difcovercd  a' 
new  refource.  But  had  they  condefcended  to  open 
the  book  of  experience,  they  would  have  perceived, 
that  the  taxes  which  bear  upon  the  rich  in  propor-  . 
tion  to  their  fortune,  or  on  the  poor  in  proportion  to, 
their  confumption,  are  nearly  equally  juft  and  equally 
advantageous,  provided  the  former  are  properly  pro- 
portioned to  the  latter.  They  would  then  have  learnt, 
that  the  whole  art  of  rendering  a  tax  produ6live  con- 
iifls  in  gradually  habituating  the  people  to  the  payment 
of  it,  fo  as  neither  to  retrench  too  fuddenly  from  the  one 
what  they  confider  as  neceflaries,  nor  from  the  others 
what  they  confider  as  their  chief  enjoyments  ;  and  in 
fo  laying  it,  as  to  have  fufficient  time  to  learn  what 
methods  will  be  employed  to  elude  it  ;  and  alfo  the 
higheft  point  to  which  in  time  it  .may  be  raifed  with- 
out pailing  the  line  beyond  which  its  produce  would 
diminiih.  It  is  by  being  too  precipitate  in  efiabliihing 
new  taxes  that  the  revolutionifts  of  France  have  failed 
in  all  their  attempts  ;  but  having,  as  they  imagined, 
taken  liberty  by  affault,  they  determined  alfq  to 
cilablifh  their  finances  in  the  fame  manner.  Time 
will  fhow,  whether,  by  thus  exceeding  all  bounds  in 
their  mea&ires  of  finance,  they  will  not  accelerate 
and  facilitate  the  return  of  the  lawful  king,  by  af^ 
fording,  him  the  happy  profpedl  of  fuppreffing  fome 
of  the  prefent  taxes  without  incurring  any  diminution, 
of  his  revenue,  and  of  reducing  the  land-tax  to  lefs 
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than  half  ifs  prefcnt  rate,  with  a  certainty  of  render- 
ing it  more  produ6live  than  thofe  who  eftabliihed  it. 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  in  the  midfi:  of  thefe 
extravagant  ideas  Daiinoii,  prefiderit  of  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred,  declared  with  exultation,  that 
the  revolution  had  filled  the  French  nation  with  jufi 
ideas ^  cattfed'aU  prejtiJices  to  vani/h,  and  made  theni 
acquainted' with  theif  own  Jirength. 

But  eveh'the  ecftalies  of  this  enfhufiaft  are  out- 
done by  a  fpeech  .of  Arnould,  wherein  he  congratu- 
lates his  .countrymen  on  the  great  progrefs  the  fcience 
of  economy  has  made  of  late  years  %  and,  in  proof  of  this 
aflertîon,  appeals  to  the  fifcal  opinions  publ'i/hed  by  the 
members jof "both- Councilir.'  .  ' 

To  give  a.  jufl:  andxomplcte  idea  of  ili^ii  prop-ef^^ 
in  this  comprehenlive  fcîence>  it  may  not  be  amife 
here  to  mention  the  three  great  ftandards  by  which 
they  boaft  of  meafuring,  with  the  utmoft  exa6tnefs, 
the  comparative  refources  of  two  countries,' whether  to 
fupport  a  national  debt  or  to  pay  taxes  :  and  thefe 
ftandards  have  been  difplayed  with  great  pomp  and 
cftentation  by  the  three  men  who  are  confidered  at 
Paris  as  oracles  in  finance. 

After  having  compared  the  national  debt  of  France 
with  that  of  England/  not  by  the  amount  of  the  in- 
tereft  they  owe,  but  by  the  nominal  capitals  which 
they  do  not  owe,  Saint- Aubin  began  to  compare  their 
relpecSlive  burdens  by  their  quantities  of  fpeoie.  *^  Sup- 
pofing,"  faid  he,  *'  that  vvc  had  only  1600  millions  in 
fpecie^  we  fhould  only  have  three  ecus  of  debt  for  07te  ecu 
in  ready  money  ;  whereas  in  England  there  are  above 
fifteen  to  one.^'     Not  to  mention  that  this  account  of 


the  number  of  ecus  in  the  two  countties-may-befaf 
from  exaft,  it  refembles  that  of  a  man,  whp,  to'ap: 
preciate  the  fortunes  of  two  rival  fuitots  for  hiîs 
daughter,  fliould  decide  by  the  number  oi  gmneai 
each  of  them  might  happen  to  have  in  his  purfe,  or 
hisdelk  *; 

It  is  true,  this  writer,  who  is  a  profeJ)or  inhgtjlàtion^ 
had  in  referve  two  other  fcales  of  comparifbn  no  ids 
certain  than  thé  former. 

One  of  thefc  was  à  comparifon  of  the  debts  of  each 
empire  with  the  number  of  fquare  miles  they  contain* 
^*  France,'\faid  he,:  *^  conlifts  of  124  millions  of 
acres,  and  her  debt  is  but  forty  livres  per  acre  ;  wihereas 
that  of  England  :àmount&  to:  i^C^  This^i  we  muft 
confefs,:  is  a  moft' flattering  mode  of  appr^K^iatippifor 
fome  courrtries:  Sweden,  for  inflancç,  has  ►  ftiçarly 
twice  the  extent-  of  territory  contained  in  France  ; 
whence  it  follows,  that  in  cafe  of  need  fhecan  con- 
tract twice  as  great  a  dcbt^'  and 'has  twice  as  powerful 
refources  to.fupport  it 

:   The  other *mode  was,  to  eftîmate  the  capital  cnf.thç 
debt  by  its  proportion  to  the  refpeiflive  population  erf" 
the  two.  countries  ;   by  which  fpecies  of  arithrajBtic 

*,  This  reafoning,  however,  appeared  fo  conclu  five  to  tlie  writer, 
that  he  immediatelv  drew  from  it  the  following  conclùfion  :  **  It 
would  be  better,"  fays  he,  "  to  have  24,000  livres /^r  annum  on  the 
great  book  of  the  republic,  than  loooA  fterlîng  per  atmum  iii  the  folio 
volumes  of  the  national -debt  of  England." 

It  is  much  to  be  hoped,  that  the  Éivifm  of  Saint-Aubin  ms^  not 
have  drawn  him  into  any  exchange  of  this  nature;  for  fooft  after 
his  publication  the  decree  of  bankruptcy  fwept  off  two  thirds  of 
thefe  24,000  livres  infcribed  on  the  great  book  of  the  republic;  nor 
can  the  remaining'  third  be  fold  in  the  market  for  the  price  t>f" the 
original  intercity  while  any  one  having  loooL  Jier  annum  on  the  folio 
^volumes  of  tlie  Englifh  national  debt  may  receive  for  it  eighteen  or 
iiineteen  years  purcl^afe. 
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Saint-*Aubin  dîfcovcred,  that  960  livres  were  the 
proportion  of  each  Eagliniinan,  while  only  160^  ot 
at  raoft  17  2y  fell  to  the  lot  of  every  Frenchman  : 
mtr  individual  burden  thtreforty  concluded  he,  is  y  alt 
msijl^  me  Jlxth  of  theirs  *. 

This  new  mode  of  iiriking  the  balance  appeared 
to  Lecouteulx  fo  infallible,  that  on  opening  the 
budget  of  the  year  vi.  he  made  ufe  of  it  with  the 
moft  brilliant  fnccefs,  to  draw  a  comparifon  of  the 
burdens  the  two  nations  would  be  called  on  to  bear 
during  the  following  campaign.  After  fhowing  that 
all  the  contributions  to  be  levied  on  thirty  millions  of 
Frenchmen  only  amounted  to  eighteen  livres  and  a 
third  esicb,  including  all  ages  and  both  fexes,  he  laid 
it  down  with  the  iarne  perfpicuity,  that  thoie  de-r 
manded  by  Mr.  Pitt  would  amount  to  thirty-lix  Hvres 
And  four  fous  each^  or  twice  as  niueh  as  wUl  he  faid  by 
iie  French. 

Thomas  Paine,  who  had  alfo  been  turning  his  at^ 
tention  to  the  fcience  of  economy,  took  up  the  pen 
to  proclaim  tins  grand  difcovery,  and  to  convince  the 
Great  Nation,  which  he  calls  the  chofen  nation^  that 
their  extenfive  territory  and  mwierous  population  render 
that  burden  light  to  them^  which  would  crujh  England. 
It  is  net,  added  he,  the  weight  of  the  burden,  but  ihp 
number  of  thofe  who  are  to  hear  it,  that  renders  it  com-- 
faratively  heavy  or  liglrt  -f'. 

Previous  to  this  alftrtion,  it  was  commonly  ima- 


*.SfieRœderer*s  Journal,  No.  21,  containing  the  Comparative 
y^^sO  cf  thç  Nui  mal  Debts  of  England  and  France  by^  Saint- Aubin. 

t  See  a  work  eatitled,  Thomas  F  aine  to  the  Peo/ik  \f  Frcmce  and  t» 
4hiir  Armies,  on  the  Revolution  of  the  1 3th  FruSidor. 
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gined  that  the  weight  of  a  burden  was  in  à  cont- 
pound  ratio  oï  Khe  number  and  strength  of  iholfc 
^vho  are  to  hear  it  :  but  as  to  the  taxes,  I  am  led 
to  believe  there  are  fome  cafes  wherein  this  weight 
is  in  a  direét  ratio  to  the  flrength  of  the  people,  but 
io  an  inverfe  ratio  to  their  numbers.  This,  at  leaft, 
was  the  opinion  of  Montefquieu,  who  (aid,  "  that 
a  great  population  is  fomctimes  one  of  the  principal 
caufes  that  oblige  a  wife  government  to  demand  but 
very  light  taxe§  ;  and  that  wherever  the  necejfities  $f 
the  individual  ah/orb  all  that  is  produced^  little  or  nothing 
is  left  for  the  necejfities  of  the  Jlate^^ 

This  is  the  true  folution  of  the  problem*;  for  were 

*  The  extravagances  of /Saint-Aubin,  Lecoutenlx,  an4  Thomas 
Paine,  deferved  expofition  the  more,  becaufe  they  had  beeI^  broached 
and  adopted  long  before  the  revolution,  and  have  been  conftantly 
brought  forward  with  new  fucce(s  whenever  it  wa3  intended .  to  per* 
fuade  the  people  of  France  ,that  Great  Britain  was  on  the  eve  of 
bankruptcy.  The  confiant  expeélatîon  of  this  bankruptcy,  in  which 
they  have  been  as  conûantly  difappotnted,  has  contributed  more  than 
is  generally  imagined  to  the  prolongation  of  the  three,  laft  wars,  if 
it  ha?  not  giren  birth  to  them.  It  is  now  four  years  fince  I  took 
up  the  pen  to  warn  tbe  French  nation  againfl  the  elfe  ideas  that  are 
circulated  among  them  relative  to  the  finances  of  England  ;  and  I  then 
felt  fo  ftrongly  the  neceffity  of  placing  thele  hiflorical  âiâs  before 
them,  that  I  even  commencée!  a  complete  hiftory  of  Britiih  finances  ; 
in  which  i  was  encouraged  by  the  idea,  that  many  of  the  govern- 
ments on  the  continent  mi^^t  derive  from  it  very  ufefiil  leflons,  and 
find  in  it  the  model  for  the  beft  fyflem  of  finance  that  has  yet 
exifted.  I  had  even  iènt  the  firft  volume  of  this  work  to  the  preis  ; 
but  I  foon  perceived  that  the  taQc  was  as  yet  above  my  ftrength. 

Thofe  of  the  French  who  are  defirous  of  acquiring  fome  ele- 
mentary ideas  on  Britifh  finances,  ihould  read  an  Effe^  m  Ciradatim 
and  on  Credit^  publifhed  thirty-feven  years  ago  by  a  Jew  named 
Pinto.  For  although  it  is,  as  the  title  imports,  merely  an  eflày,  it 
is  the  befl  work  exifling  on  that  comprebenfive  fubjea  ;  and  what 
particularly  ftruck  me,  is,  that  the  author  undertook  this  treati/è  in 
1 76 1  with  the  fame  view  that  induced  me  to  refume  it.  He  wifhçd 
to  enlighten  the  JieopU  (f  Fraace^  who' are  totalfy  i^orant,  fays  he,  of  tfo 
refources  of  England.  He  reproaches  the  writers  of  the  former  with 
having^  mijled  that  nation  on  a  JubjeH  tm  lohich  it  is  exiremé^  impntaniiQ 
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-4hc  taxable  income  of  the  French  and  Englifh  na- 
tions precifely  the  fame,  wcpç  the  fame  taxes  impofed, 
and  fhould  the  one  be  twice  as  populous  as  the  other, 
the  former  rouft  unavoidably  refcrve  twice  as  large  a 
proportion  of  their  incomes  for  the  wants  of  the  people 
themfelves  previous  to  providing  for  thofe  of  ih^Jtate. 
If  therefore,  notwithllanding  the  inftitution  of  gar- 

'  niiers,  the  French  nation  have  not  been  able  to 
devote  to  their  public  expenditure  a  third  part  of 
what  they  formerly  appropriated  to  that  objeél,  we 
may  juftly  infer  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  their  income 
is  ah/orbed  by  the  necejfities  of  the  people  *. 

Their  impoveriftiment  is  .  doubtlefs  the  principal 
caufe  ;  but  there  is  alfo  another  which  mud  have 
more  or  Icfs  contributed  to  produce  this  immenfe 
deficit  ;  I  qiean  the  abolition  of  all  the  taxes  to  which 
the  nation  had  been  accuftomed,  and  which  the 
economifts  pcrfifted  in  utterly  deftroying,  that  they 

them  to  he.  ireU  informed.  They  lightly  believe  what  they  ardently  ivijhy  afld 
itnagthing  England  to  he  d^jUtute  of  refources  notnuithftanding  her  great 
fuccejffesy  flatter  themfelves  from  day  to  Jay  with  an  afiproachiug  bank- 
ruptcy^ which  would  thi-ow   the  wiole  country  into  cor^'ufion,     1   hav« 

•  MADE  IT    APPEAR,    adds  PiQtO,    THAT  THIS  IS  A  MBRE  ILLUSION. 

Here,  however,  the  Jew  was  himfelf  deceived.  The  illujiou  ftill 
continues,  and  we  may  be  certain  it  will  only  be  difpelled  to  arifc 
anew  whenever  a  new  war  fliail  break  out. 

*  Lauflat  has  at  length  had  the  candour  to  admit  the  truth  of 
,this  inference,  and  had  even  the  courage  to  proclaim  it  from  the 
Itribune,  In  giving  their  report,  however,  of  this  fpeecb,  the  editors 
of  Hie  Moniteur  have  thought  proper  to  alter  the  moft  delicate  part 
of  it  But  the  deputy  wrote  to  them  on  the  follo^ying  day  (281b 
December  1798),  infifting,  "  that  it  would  be  fupremely  unjuft  and 
vicious  to  determine  the  general  contribution  rigoroufly  in  propoi*- 
"  tion  to  the  population^  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,"  added  he,  "  that 
1  have  maintained,  that  a  tax  which  is  a  part  taken  from  the  fuper- 
flnous  income  of  individuals,  and  appropriated  to  the  revenue  of 
the  date,  muft  necejarify  be  fmall  in  a  country,  however  populous,  if, 
arming  to  peculiar  circumstances,  a  great  fiart  of  that  Jioptdcitm 
-i^ Jififfcjfed onhf  if  tie  JiBSOLVTE  NECESSARIBS  of  life. 
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might  have  the  glory  of  railing  another  political  edi- 
fice upon  foundations  entirely  new. 

Admitting,  for  a  moment,  that  it  would  have  been 
wife  to  confine  taxation  to  land,  it  would  have  re- 
quired infinite  management  and  precaution  to  pre- 
pare the  farmers,  land-owners,  and  confumers,  for 
fuch  a  meafure  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Gentz  has  very  judi- 
cioufly  obferved,  when  fpeâking  of  the  danger  of 
introducing  new  modes  of  taxation,  "  when  the 
efiablifhed  proportions  and  difiributions  of  the  taxes 
are  fiiddenly  changed,  the  people  will  often  refifl  a 
lax  which,  though  in  faâ  lighter  than  that  for  which 
it  is  fubftituted,  appears  to  them  much  more  op- 
preflive.  Such  a  change  ought  to  be  effeded  by  de- 
grees, for  by  degrees  the  people  were  habituated  to 
the  eflablifiied  tax  *." 

I  am  free  to  confefs,  that  I,  in  fome  meafure,  im* 
pute  to  the  economifts  the  expropriations  that  have 
ruined  France,  and  thrown  it  into  confufion.  Not 
that  I  accufe  them  of  forefeeing  the  confbquences  of 
their  fyftem,  and  flill  lefs  of  wilhing  for  fuch  ca- 
lamities; but  I  maintain,  that  thisrafh  attempt  fud* 
denly  to  metamorphofe  every  thing,  as  it  were,  with 
the  ftroke  of  a  magic  wand,  has  driven  the  govern^ 
ment,  whom  they  thus  left  deftitute  of  legitimate  ways 
and  means,  to  the  criminal  refources  they  have 
adopted  -f.     Thus  were  they  obliged  to  reçut  to  the 

*  See  Sckeihen  an  Se.  Majefiàf  den  Konig  v<m  Preuffen  Friederich 
Wilhelm  III,  iey  feiner  Throtdfefieigung^  vom  Krieg/rath  Ft\  GmAss^i  797. 

t  Lecouteulx  maintains  precifely  the  fame  opinion  in  tne  work 
already  quoted  ;  "  Never,"  fiiys  he,  «  would  a  fyfteln  of  terror  haV« 
given  birth  either  to  maximums  or  requifitions  ;  ktrhahs  it  wwld  not 
even  have  exifkd^  iiad  thofe  who  were  then  at  die  lieun  thought  it 

X  % 
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ipoliatton  of  the  clergy,  which  was  fucceeded  by  the 
invention  of  affignats,  and  thefe  furnîflied  the  means 
of  realizing  the  lands  of  the  clergy  immediately  after 
their  feizirrc.     The  next  flep  was  to  perfecule  the 
rich,  and  thus  compel  them  to  emigrate.     Soon  after, 
they  confifcated  the  lands  even  of  thofe  who  did  not 
emigrate  ;  till  at  length  they  found  the  fhortefl  jvay 
^as  to  cany  them  in  crowds,  and  by  cart-loads,  to  the 
Place  de  h  Revoluhon^  therc^  (if  we  may  adopt  their 
too-expreffive  phrafe)  to  com  money  (battre  mormote). 
Yes,  I  repeat,  that  the  caufe  of  this  original  inunda- 
tion of  crimes  was  the  dereli6lion  of  the  old  fyflem 
of   taxation,    the  popular  war  declared  againft  it 
during,  twenty   years   by  the  economifts,    and  the 
triumj^  they  obtained  over  it  in  1790.    This  was  the 
motive  of  the  Deputy  F.  Harmand  acculing  them  of 
having  wieiiled  the  fanlchlon  of  experiment  among  the 
fèofle^  as  they  would  cut  a  block  of  marble^  without  re* 
grriting  the  wafie.     This  too  was  the  caufe  of  that 
exclamation  of  Pattoret:  which  his  countrymen  will 
repeat  for  a  long  period  of  years  to  come  :  "  The 
empire  of  the  paffions  is  adive  and  turbulent,  the 
progrefe  of  reafon  flow  and  tardy.     A  fingle  moment 
is  enough  for  the  fiends  of  definition  to  complete 
their  work,-  but  it  requires  a  long  fucceflion  of  years 
to  repair  the  evils  with  which  they  infeft  the  earth.*' 
F.  Harmand,  on  the  4th  June  1797,  when  confi- 

dering  the  evils  inflidled  on  his  country  by  thç  eco- 

— -^ — , — •.  ..  ■.■■• *      '  ■  '  ■  ■  . 

poffible  to.  find  fuflScient  refources  to  anfwer  the  national  exigencies 
by  means  of  public  credir,  or  a  good  fyftem  of  finance." 

The  decrees  of  the  economifts  were  fo  fpeedily  fuccefsful  îù  ah- 
nihilatmg  the  public  reveaiae}  that  the  receipts  for  the  year  1 790  did 
not  exceed  250  millions. 
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nomîfts,  made  fuch  important  confeffions,  and  deli- 
vered fuch  falutary  and   well-exprefled  advice,  that- 
I  confider  it  a  duty  to  tranfcribe  it  here,  for  tlie 
inftru6lion  of  thofe  nations  whom  his  countrymen . 
are  fiill  endeavouring  to  flir  up,  by  promifing  to 
refcue  them  from  the  taxes  of  which  they, complain. 

"  If  thofe  who  follow  after  revolutions,  thofe  who 
contemplate  thera  from  afar,  and  thofe  who  prepare 
the  way  for  them,  knew  how  much  it  cofls  the  hu- 
man vace  to  deflroy  even  an  opprejpve  government, 
and  eftablifh  a  new  one,  the  parlifans  of  innovation. 
would  be  far  Jefs  numerous;  and  if  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  propofe  a  falutary  reform,  they  would 
at  leaft  avoid  a  thoughtlefs  precipitation,  and  would 
wait  till  time,  perfuafion,  and  the  natural  progrefs 
of  human  affairs,  fpontaneoufly  caufc  thofe  abufes  to 
ceafe,  which  ftrike  their  view  and  ihock  their  feel- 
xngs." 

What  an  important  confeffion  from  a  member  of 
that  aflembly,  which  is  continually  preaching,  even 
fo  the  Englifh  themfelves,  the  necefEty  of  deflroying 
their  government,  and  calumniating  it  as  opprejffive^ 
and  have  voted  the  fhanks  of  humanity  to  the  hords  of 
plunderers,  they  have  fent  into  Switzerland  and  Ire- 
land, armed  with  fire  and  fword,  to  vomit  forth  the 
^  poifon  of  their  hell-born  revolution  *  ! 

*  On  the  1 5th  July  the  Deputy  Dr,  Cabanis  proclaimed,  that  Ire- 
land had  fet  anotlier  great  and  virtuous  examhle  ;  and  that  Jhe  ikfer^d 
welf,  ^  the  human  race^  who/e  caufejhe  had  Jerved.  It  was  while  thus 
founding  a  Te  Deum  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Irith  infurgents,  that  this 
phyficiaft  reproached  his  colleagues  with  having  till  then  formed  a 
very  erroneaus  idea  of  the  talents  of  Mr^  Pitt  :  "  His  ridiculous  ce- 
lehrity^  faid  he,  is  far  more  the  work  of  his  enemies  tlian  ^  his  fiartifanx 
or  flatterers. 

X  3 
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We  muft  not  forget  that  thefe  candid  confeflions 
were  extorted  from  Harmand  merely  by  the  complete 
dîforganizalion  of  the  finances,  which  he  already 
clearly  forefaw,  and  of  which  he  openly  acenfed  the 
cconomifts.  Neither  muft  we  forget,  that  long  before 
this  credulous  nation  had  permitted  that  fed  to  make 
the  bold  experiment  of  all  their  extravagant  theories, 
the  great  Frederick  had  denounced  them  as  one  of 
the  greateft  fcourges  that  could  threaten  mankind. 
It  is  well  known,  that  while  amufing  himfelf  with 
the  paradoxes  of  thefe  fophifts,  and  their  wild  theo- 
ries, their  pretended  admirer  called  them  prefump- 
fuotis  cynic»,  who  never  acknowledge  their  errors. 
He  even  propofed,  in  one  of  his  writings,  that  they 
fhould  be  made  governors  of  whatever  provinces  de- 
ferved  to  be  punilhed  and  chaftifed.  "  When  they 
had  acGompUfhed  the  total  fubverfion,"  fays  the  mo- 
narch, "of  every  eftabliihment,  they  would  at  length 
learn,  by  dear-bought  experience,  that  they  are  mere 
ignoramufes  ;  that,  although  it  is  eafy  to  criticize 
others,  it  is  often  difficult  to  excel  them  ;  and  that 
men  run  a  rifle  of  talking  nonfenfe,  whenever  they 
interfere  in  matters  they  do  not  underftand  ^J^ 

I  am  not  here  inquiring  whether  the  French  nation 
deferved  to  be  chaftifed  as  feverely  as  they  have  been  ; 
but  if  it  is  a  great  calamity  for  a  nation  to  behold 

To  learn  what  this  virtuous  example  was  which  thofe  had  given,  to 
whom  Dr.  Cabanis  caufed  the  thanks  of  the  human  rac§  to  be  voted, 
we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  Moniteur  of  the  8th  October,  contain- 
ing the  following  proclamation  of  General  Napper  Tandy,  whom 
the  Directory  had  fent  into  Ireland  at  the  head  of  thefe  heroes  of 
humanity  :  Irijhfnen^  liften  to  no  propofals  of  accommodation.  W^^\ 
eternal  ivar^  a  war  of  extermination  to  your  ojijirejjors  ! 

*  Dialogues  of  the  Dead. 
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the  fources  of  their  revenue  dried  up,  while, .  at  the 
fame  time,  their  expenditure  is  increafed,  the  reader 
can  have  as  yet  but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the 
labyrinth  of  difficulties  to  which  France  is  at  this  day 
reduced.  In  fhort,  it  was  merely  to  avoid  embarraffing 
the  fubjedl,  that,  while  expôlîng  the  falfehoods  of 
their  prefent  adminiftrators  of  finance,  I  have  hitherto 
apparently  conceded  to  them,  that  the  annual  expen- 
diture did  not  exceed  600  or  6 1 6  naillions.     That  of 
the  prefent  year  will  be  more  than  double  this  fum  ; 
and  we  Ihall  prove,  by  official  papers,  that  the  Di- 
rectory propofe  to  levy  contributions  on  their  fubjefts 
to  an  amount  exceeding  their  net  and  taxable  income. 
Nor  can  we,  till  the  whole  of  this  pidlure  is  unfolded^ 
judge  whether  it  is  true  that  the  re/our  ces  of  the  re- 
public  are  entire  ;  whether  it  is  true  that  their  poverty 
is  a  '  mere  chimera  of  the .  imagination  of  the  coalefced 
powers^  as  has  been  faid  in  the  Councils;  or  whether 
we  ought  to  believe  the  following  paffage  of  the  re- 
port of  Bailleul  :  '*  Let  not  the  brilliant  fpeélacle  of 
our  armies,  of  our  vi<5lories,  and  of  the  admiration 
of  furrounding  nations,  any  longer  divert  our  atten* 
lion  from  the  internal  languor  that  undermines  the 
empire.     The  diminution  of  the  refources  of  thejlate  ad- 
nances  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  augmentation  of  its 
wants.'*  .  . 


X4 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

Jnveftigation  of  all  the  Contributions  demanded  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  France  during  the  Year  vu.  Exami- 
nation of  the  five  Refources  which  their  Leaders  are 
fupfofod  to  pojjfefs  to  anfwer  their  Djfburfements — Na^ 
tional Domains \  Paper  Circulation \  Loans ^.Gratui^ 
tous  Donations  ;  and  Taxes  on  Ltixury.  The  Ufurpers 
difcover  the  Injiifficiency  of  each  of  thefe  Refources j 
and  the  imminent  Danger  of  the  Republic  j^eriflnng  by 
the  Finances. 

A  HE  Frenchman  who  had  the  courage  to  upbraîd 
the  leaders  of  his  country  with  having  exhauiled 
every  fpecies  of  frJfehood^  was  ftrangcly  deceived  ;  for 
the  impofture  which  has  been  moft  fuccefsful,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  is  that  of  their  laft  eflimateS, 
whefein  *  they  boafl:  of  having  reduced  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  current  year  fo  as  to  be  able  to  difcharge 
it  with  600  millions.  I  fhall  prove  that  twice  that 
fum  is  indifpenfably  neceffary,  and  fhall  point  out 
the  ftratageitis  they  have  ufed  to  difguife  the  extent 
of  the  conttibutions  they  demand  of  the  people. 

In  the  firft  place^  m  their  eftimate  of  600  millions 
to  be  produced  by  the  land  and  mobiliary*  taxes,  they 
never  inclucied  the  additional  fous ^  which  amount  to' 
feventy  millions -f*.     They  would  even  exceed  100 

*  The  mobiliary  tax  is  intended  a$  a  tax  on  income,  aOeifed,  how- 
ever erroneoufly,  by  the  cxpenfe  incurred  for  lodging.     T. 

f  This  is  the  amount  at  which  Lecouteulx  eftimated  them.  Al- 
though, according  to  the  firft  decrees,  the  quota  of  thef  c  aiUttional 
fûus  rcferved  for  the  departmental^  municipal^  and  heat  expenfes^  ought 
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îf  we  add  the  droUs  cToéfroi,  which  havç  already  bc- 
gu;i  to  be  coUeéled  at  the  gates  of  Paris,  and  which 
moft  of  the  great  towns  are  about  to  reviyc  for  their 
local  expenfes. 

In  the  fécond  place,  the  arrears  of  taxes,  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  is  exaftcd  at  the  fame  time  with  thofe 
of  the  current  year,  exceed,  as  we  have  feen,  3<)o 
millions.  Why  then  do  they  fland  as  only  twenty- 
two  millions  and  a  half  in  the  budget,  according  to 
which  they  appear  to  levy  on  the  people  this  year 
only  600  millions  ?  In  fa<ft,  this  arifes  from  the  ar-- 
rears  of  taxes  being  deftined  to  anfvver  the  arrears  of 
expenditure,  and  becaufe,  appearing  to  be  the  leafl: 
doubtful  of  the  future  receipts,  almoft  the  whole  dF 
them  have  been  either  mortgaged  to  the  army-con- 
traflors,  or.  promifed  to  others  in  difchat:ge  of  thciç 
fervices  for  the  laft  year  *.     As,  after  having  thus  dif- 


not  to  have  amounted  to  fo  large  a  proportion,  it  has  confiderahly 
exceeded  it  with  regard  to  fome  communes  and  fome  individuals  ; 
xior  was  any  attempt  made  to  put  a  Hop  to  this  new  n^odc  of  extordott 
till  Chaffiron  denounced  it  on  the  2d  June  1797  in  thefe  terms: 
**  The  arbitrary  extenfion  of  the  additwial  fous  is  fuch^-  thaf^  in  fome 
communes^  this  accessory  tax  is  equal  to  the  principal." 

*  Article  vir.  of  the  decree  which  fanftioued  the  new  budget, 
enaé^s  that  "  The  arrears  of  the  taxes  of  all  kinds,  and  the  debts  ' 
owing  to  the  treafury,  cf ter  deducing  the  twenty- tvvo  millions  and  a' 
half  inchided  in  the  receipts  of  the  year  vii.  Jhaïl  he  applied  to  the 
Jtaymetit  if  tlie  arrears  of  expenditure,^^ 

Should  this  promife  be  adhered  to,  and  fhould  the  accounts  of  the 
aimy-contraôors  be  actually /^i/ J,  it  will  be  the  firft  time  %  for  at  the 
end  0/  the  year  v.  thdfe  among  them  who  had  the  folly  to  truft  the 
government  to  the  amount  of  near  200  millions  were  paid  in  mandats^ 
which  then  loft  ninety  per  cent.  The  following  year  they  tlmught 
themfelves  fecure  from  the  fame  treatment,  by  receiving  orders  011 
the  departmental  treafuries  fçr  about  loo.itiillions  of  ordonnattces^ 
which  they  were  enjoined  by  a  decree  to  bring  to  the  treafury,  where 
they  have  been  changed  into  infcriptions,  and  thefe  are  now  at  a 
difcount  of  ninety- five  and  even  ninety-fix yft^r  cent,  in  the  prefect 
year  the  government  have  again  endeavoured  to  reconcile  them  to 
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pofed  of  ît  by  anticipation,  there  remain  only  twenty- 
two  millions  and  a  half  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year  ;  ît  is  true  they  could  not  introduce  them  into 
the  accounts  againft  the  600  millions  required  for  the 
future  expenditure  ;  but  in  the  mean  while  the  na- 
tion,  on  whom  thefc  60  ^  millions  are  to  be  raifed, 
is  called  on  io  pay  300  rrtore  ;  for  the  arrears  of  the 
former  years,  which,  with  the  additional  fous  and  the 
droits  {Toéiroij,  make  their  burdens  for  the  year  vii. 
amount  to  a  milliard. 

To  this  mufl  be  added,  that  we  arc  not  here 
ipeaking  of  the  net  re^-oenue^  deducing  the  expenfes 
of  colledion,  of  which  no  mention' is  ever  made  in 
the  budgets.  If  therefore  we  confider  that  there  arc 
certain  branches  of  public  revenue,  fuch  as  the  cut 
toms  and  barrier  duties,  the  collection  of  which  cofts 
above  half  their  grofs  amount,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible 
to  eftimate  the  expenfes  of  colledling  the  milliard 
above  mentioned  at  lefs  than  100  millions.  Nor  in- 
deed would  thefe  11 00  millions  fatisfy  the  Direâorj, 
who,  when  announcing  on  the  3th  day  of  the  year 
VII.  that  the  public  exigencies  called  for  extraordi- 
nary refourcés  to  be  brought  forward  with  fpeedy  de» 
manded  125  millions  to  provide  for  them.  Hence  it 
appears,  that  twice  as  much  muft  be  levied  on  this  ex- 
haufted  nation  as  they  paid  to  Lewis  XVI.  in  the  time 


thefe  orders  on  the  treafury,  by  changing  their  name  Xoleitersrf  ne- 
dit  on  the  firefum/itive  receipts.  We  {ball  fee  whetiier  they-  will  not 
find  fome  new  expedient  for  withdrawing  thefe,  which  would  then 
cxpofe  the  fervice  to  a  wholly  infurmountable  difficulty  :  for  the  mi- 
ni Iter  of  finances  does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  a  third  attempt  of 
this  nature  would  put  all  the-  çontraétors  to  flight,  and  then  tï»  one 
would  fup\iiy  the  fervice  but  for  ready  money. 
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cf  their  greatelî  profpérlty,  and  as  much  as  the  whole 
of  their  net  and  taxable  income  amounts  to,  even 
comprehending  that  of  the  additional  departments. 

However  tedious  thefe  details  may  appear,  it  was 
neceflary  to  go  thus  far  into  them,  not  only  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  deficit  of  the  current  year,  but  to  pre- 
vent the  public  from  becoming  the  dupe  of  the  con- 
troversy with  which  the  minifter  and  tommittee  of 
finances  hâve  lately  amufed  them,  by  difputing,  with 
an  afFedled  warmth,  whether  this  deficit  ought  to  be 
appreciated  beforehand  at  aoo  millions,  at  104,  or 
only  at  55  *.- 


*  This  farce  was  played  off  in  the  following  manner  :  Bailleul 
liaving  announced  that  the  deficit  of  the  current  year  would  amounfc 
to  200  millions,  the  new  conimittee  appointed  tp  fill  it  up  only  pro- 
vided for  three  quarters  of  it,  afluring  the  Councils  that  Bailleul  had 
committed  ^z  ^r^j/  e/rw,  and  that  they  could  declare  as  a  certain 
faéi^  tliat  tliey  had  already  dif charged  tJteir  du^  by  ensuring  ///^  r^- 
ceipt  ç^  545  millions. 

Scarcely  had  they  afllired  them  of  this  .confoling  <r^rf^«/>r,  when 
the  minifter  Ramel,  in  his  turn;  publifhed  a  letter  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, alïèrting,  that  his  deduBims  differed  from  thofe  of  the  com- 
mittee, reproaching  them  for  the  omiffion  of  feveral  items,  and  cal- 
culating, with  fcrupulous  exaûnefs,  tliat  the  deficit  to  be  provided 
for  amounted  to  104,800,000  livres;  and  that  no  one.  might  at  all 
doubt  his  fincerity,  he  concluded  with  thefe  words  i  **  Both  our 
external  and  internal  enemies  are  well  acquainted  with  the  fituatioa 
of  our  finances.  I  fhould  but  ferve  their  caufe  by  difguifing  the 
truth^  and  I  amftadying  the  advantage  of  the, republic  by  publifliing 
this  true  ftatementy  Certainly  it  is  .precifely  becaufe  their  external 
enemies  are  acquainted  luith  this  true  ftatement  that  they  may  defy  the 
minifter  to  levy  yvithin  the  country  230  or  240  millions  within  the  cur- 
rent year.'  The  receipt  of  that  fum  would  then  leave  a  void  of  8  or  900 
millions  for  the  domeftic  neceffities  acknowledged  fp  be  indifpenfable, 
even  admitting  that  Holland,  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  Italy, 
continue  to  provide  for  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  two  thirds  of  the 
annies  of  the  republic. 

Such  are  the  various  pleadings  of  thefe  parties  ;  nor  is  it  a  fniall 
matter  to  unravel  the  intricacies  of  a  deficit  after  French  financiers 
liave  attempted  either  to  illuftrate  or  confufe  it. 

The  Dire6tory  however  have  contributed  to  illuftrate  this  fubjeft 
}(i  their  nacflage  of  the  i5tH  December  1798,  in  vvhich  they  declare, 
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And  as  (bme  politicians,  without  taking  the  trour 
ble  to  examine  the  amount,  perfift  in  imagining,  that, 
however  great  the  deficit  may  be,  the  French  ftill 
have  five  grand  refourcea  for  difcharging  it,  namely, 
the  confifcated  eftates  yet  unfold  ;  new  modes  of  pa- 
per circulation  ;  loans  ;  voluntary  fubfcriptions  ;  and 
taxes  on  luxury — it  is  important  to  take  a  feparatc 
view  of  each. 

NATIONAL    DOMAINS. 

.  The  decree  which  ordered  the  comjDlement  of  the 
regiments  to  be  fi^lled  up  by  a  levy  of  200,000  meny 


that  the  receipts  become  more  and  mere  in/uffictent  for  the  various  Branches 
of  tfie  public  fervice^  and  that  it  is  indifpenfabl^  necejfary  to  di/cover  new 
Jour  ces-  of  revenue»  Ysut^  la'wsy ,  faid  they,  have  endued  thai  in  the  year 
VII.  ih^ejkallbe  an  expenditure  of  725  millions  ;  hut  thefeîatvs  "would  be 
mere  illusions,  if  additional  decrees  do  not  of^ganize,  with  an  evidenf 
effiàacioujnefs,  iNPallible  resources  for  bringing  in  an  equal fum 
within  an  equal  f pace  if  time. 

It  is  ne^flary  to  obferve  that  this  meflage  was  intended  to  be  kept 
fecret,  and  that  the  governnnent  did  not  publifh  it  till  they  had  proofs 
that  it  had  no  weight  with  the  Councils.  Nor  was  it  iiîferted  in 
the  Mhoniteur  till  the  3bth  December,  when  it  was  introduced  by  the 
following  preface  ;  "  No  :  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate  never  were 
more  urgefit^  or  tlie  fefources  more  remote.  Legiflators,  adjourn 
every  other  queftion.  The  finances — Xht  finances — 'tis  in  ^t  finances 
that  the  fefety  of  our  country  refides." 

This  declaration  appiears  t<j  me  nolefsinflruftiveto  the  neighbours 
of  this  military  republic  than  to  its  legiflators.  Even  fhould  I  be  ac- 
cufed  of  being  biafled  by  a  particular  fvftem,  I  maintain  that  Û\t 
great  queftion  of  war  and  peace  is  wholly  concentred  in  this  :  Can 
the  ufurptrs  of  France  levy  on  that  cxhaufted  nati^  a  revenue  equal  to  the 
expenditure  f  a  peace  eftahlijbment  ^  If  I  fucceed  in  demonfbating 
that  this  is  impoiÇljle,  it  follows  that  war  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
their  exiftencc.  Thus  does  the  fate  of  Europe  depend  on  the  magni^ 
tude  of  the  deficit  the  Dire<5tory  have  to  encounter.  They  are  con- 
tinually telling  the  two  Councils  that  the  inveftigation  of  the  finances 
ought  to  be  coftftantly  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  clofeft 
•ftudy  of  the  French  finances  that  the  northern  princes  can  appreciate 
their  danger^  or  the  means  of  fafety  which  alçne  remain  for  theiii  lo 
adopt. 
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was  followed  by  another,  the  objeft  of  which  was  to 
furnilh  the  government  with  the  means  of  equipping 
and  maintaining  thefe  new  recruits,  and  which  au- 
thorized them  to  raife  125  millions  mfpecie  on  the 
fale  of  the  national  property.  Such  was  the  decree  ; 
and  I  Ihall  offer  a  few  obfervations  on  it,  to  Ihow 
that  it  can  only  be  put  in  force  upon  paper. 

And^  ifl.  When  the  Directory  demanded  thefe 
125  millions,  they  at  the  fame  time  caft  their  eyes 
on  the  national  forefts:  but  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  Councils  received  their  meflage,  they  de- 
clared thefe  forefts  inalienghle^  and  authorized  them 
to  make  the  heft  ufe  they  could  of  the  reft  of  the 
national  domains  which  had  been  mortgaged,  firfi: 
to  the  armies,  then  to  the  holders  of  alîîghats,  thea 
to  the  holders  of  mandats,  then  to  the  holpitals,  and 
finally  to  the  creditors  of  the  flate. 

ad.  Thç  only  mode  of  appreciating  the  pecuniary 
value  of  the  national  domains  given  up  to  thefe  laft, 
and  fince  taken  from  them,  is  to  recur  to  the  account 
of  the  prefumptive  receipts  of  the  year  vii.  in  which 
the  net  revenue  of  all  the  domains,  then  unfold,  was 
/eftimated  at  twenty  millions. 

3d.  Not  only  it  is  evident  from  the  laft  debate, 
that  this  eftimate  had  been  fwelled  to  alove  half  as 
much  again  as  the  real  amount,  but  the  documents 
furnifhed  by  the  minifter  of  finances  prove,  that 
during  the  interval  between  the  total  abandonment  of 
thefe  domains,  and  the  refuming  thofe  which  had  not 
yet  been  alienated,  20^397  lales  had  taken  place,  and 
had  thus  reduced  to  about  five  millions  the  rent 
which  had  before  been  eftimated  at  twenty. 

4 
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4tb.  A  few  weeks  before  the  remainder  of  thefc 
unalienated  domains  were  thus  reflored  to  the  Direc 
tory,  the  committee  of  finance  declared  that  no  more 
purchafers  offered,  and  recommended  putting  a  flop  to 
any  further  falcs  ;  adding  the  following  obfervation  : 
**  We  arc  perfetflly  informed,  and  it  is  impoffible  to 
deny,  that  one  of  the  faufes  of  depreciation  at  the 
fales  is  the  fcarcity  of  fpecie.  In  the  Vendee  and  in 
Belgium,  thefe  fales  have  been  pufhed  fo  far,  that 
the  pirfes  of  the  buyers  are  for  the  prefent  empty. 
The  produce  of  tlje  harveft  has  not  yet  been  converted 
into  money  ;  and  hence  arifes  a  double  evil,  fince  the 
fales  interfere  with  the  receipts  of  the  taxes,  and  the 
receipts  of  the  taxes  prejudice  the  fales." — This  can- 
did reportis  fufficient  to  convince  us,  that,  even  (hould 
the  Diredtory  draw  a  few  millions  from  this  fource, 
they  will  receive  fo  much  Icfs  on  account  of  the  taxes; 
and  thus  the  125  millions  they  had  demanded  at  the 
momentyfudJenly  to  fill  up  the  complements  of  the  regbfients, 
and  which  were  affigncd  them  on  the  rcfufe  of  the 
unfoIJ  national  property,  arc  a  mere  aflignment  on 
paper,  a  mere  imaginary  fubfidy. 

5th.  This  profpexSl  is  fo  much  the  more  remote,  as, 
by  again  transferring  to  the  Direélory  the  property  of 
all  thefe  domains,  the  revenue  of  which  now  amounts 
^t  mofl  to  five  millions,  the  reporter  took  particular 
care  to  obfcrve,  that  the  idea  of  felling  them  for  ready 
;noncy  being  totally  uiadmijfihle^  they  mull  ncccffarily 
confent  to  the  buyers  paying  the  purchafe- money 
in  twelve  obligations  payable  every  three  months. 
He  added,  **  that  it  could  not  be  concealed  that  the 
fale  of  thcCe  obligations  would  caufe  confiderabk  loJfes\ 
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but  that  the  army-contradlors  would  prefer  them/ to 
the  wic€rtainty  and  delays  of  the  receipts  of  the  treafuryP 
Whence  it  appears  that  the  accoutrements,  or  at  lead: 
the  pay  of  the  2oo>ooo  men  now  levying,  depend 
on  the  poffibility  of  negotiating  thefe  obligations  at 
Jong  dates. 

6tb.  As  alm,oft  the  whole  of  the  unfold  lands  arc 
fi  tua  ted  in  the  Low  Countries,  where  the  pcafantry  have 
rifen  in  a  mafs  to  oppole  thofe  who  were  taking  from 
them  their  ou\yfonsj  and  completing  the  ejeéfment  of 
the  clergy;  the  infurreâîon»  of  this  fécond  Vendée 
muû  be  quelled  before  the  few  pirchafers  can  be 
found  who  have  hitherto  attended  the  fales,  allhough 
their  purfes  were  for  the  prefeni  empty.  But  this  is 
not  all.  In  lieu  of  being  able  to  raife  recruits  by 
thefe  means,  the  Diredory  find  themfelves  forced  to 
fiation  \xi  the  barracks  of  that  country  a  part  of  thofe 
they  raife  elfewhere,  and  wliich  they  deftined  to  die* 
Sate  the  terms  of  peace  at  London  and  Vienna. 

We  may  now  therefore  calcu^te  the  proximate 
,.and  probable  produce  of  this  generous  fubfidy,  which 
the  two  Councils  voted  by  acclamation  when  they  re- 
ceived the  meffage  in  which  the  Diredlory  thus  ad- 
dreffed  thofe  bodies,  and  the-  whole  of  Europe: 
'^  Speak  hut  a  'ivord,  citizens  reprefentatives,  and 
.  thefe  legions  will  fpring  up  from  the  earth  at  your 
command.  To  you  this  prodigy  is  easy— JG«r6»/>^ 
oîight  to  learn  that  the  French  republic  can  yet  bear  ah 
extraordinary  crifis,  without  ^ny  ncceflity  for  the  le- 
gîflative  body  to  create  any  new  taxes.  The  fame 
refources  that  have  created  ought  to  confolidate  the 
republic, •   The  national  domains  ftill  afford  fuch, as 
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exceed  the  exigency  of  our  lituatlon.  It  will  be  eaff 
for  you  to  provide,  out  of  the  unfold  domains^  the 
125  millions  wanted,"  &c. 

The  prodigy  of  revoking  the  fourth  Ipecies  of  /Vr^- 
vocable  contraéls  to  which  the  confifcated  eilate^  have 
given  birth,  appearing  equally  eafy  to  the  legiflators* 
of  France,  one  of  them  was  unable  to  reftrain  his  joy, 
*'  Machiavelic  government  of  England,"  exclaimed 
he,  "  ihy  loft  hour  is  come.  Thou  art  about  to  receive 
<he  juft  reward  of  thy  crimes.  Tremble ^  for  our  ar- 
mies are  about  to  viarch^.^* — "  Our  enemies  fliall 
know,"  exclaimed  another  member,  exulting  in  the 
rcfource  afforded  by  the  unfold  and  unfaleable  na- 
tional domains,  which  were  about  to  be  offered  to 
fele  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate  ;  *'  our  enemies  fhall 
know  that  our  refources  are  immevfe,  and  Ihould  we  be 
obliged  flill  to  make  fevcral  more  campaigns  to  fbcurc 
the  triumph  of  liberty,  the  government  will  have  the 
means  of  paying  all  the  extraordinary  expenfes  of  the 
war-f-. 

PAPER   CIRCaLATION. 

The  fécond  refource  the  Direélory  is  fuppofed  to 
poflefs,  whereby  (till  to  carry  on  fcveral  more  cam- 
paigns^ is  the  difcovery  of  fome  fiAitious  fign  of  pro- 
perty,  fome  new  paper  circulation,  whofe  illufory  aid 
might  afford  them  the  requifite  time  and  means  of 
confolidating  and  eflablifhing  their  conquefls  by  the 
lame  gigantic  efforts  to  which  they  were  indebted  for 

♦  Chabert. 
•  t  Deftrem,  on  the  7th  Oftober  1798. 
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•their  acquîfition.  Fortunately"  this  new  fpecies  of' 
Inipofture  is  beyond  the  powers  of  their  magicians 
and  coHJurorsi  The  cHarm  is  irremmediably  broken  ; 
jaind^if  M.  de  (jalonne  were  to  repeat  at  this  day  that 
thfeyAv'ill  dilboviét  ttte  fecret  of  repairing  the  fragility 
of  their  work  of  winding*  up  the  machine  anew,  dt  of 
fuhftitattng  other  circulating  mediums j  it  is  fufficicnt  to 
reply,,  that  the  enchanted  and  terrific  wand  has  feUcti 
from  their  hand,  and  thîey  are  at  length  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  rmpoffibility  of  recovering  it  *.    AflU- 

*  Among  the  crowd  of  publications  to  which  the  fi ngijlar  meteor 
of  the  affig'nats  has  given  birth,  Is  one  which  deferveis  notice  on  ac- 
count of  the  eccentricity  bf  thçpVôpofitîons  ît  contained.  At  the 
period  when  this  phenonlenoii  diwppeàred,  a  meipbpr  of  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  who  was  à  merchant  of  an  enlightened  mind,  took  up 
the  pen  iev^i'ely  to  reproach'  the  Btitifli  minifter  with  having  bUndJy 
wiflied  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  a(fignats.  Heaflerted  that  the  ene- 
mies 0/  France  ought, 'on  the  CO nttoy,  to  hkye  èricburage4  and  fup*» 
ported  her  fyftem  of:pa,per  circulation^  beeàujle,' faid  he,  tlie  greater 
thé  ripiâft  of  thefe  emiffions,  the  greater  would  be  the  amount  of  the 
taxes  whkh  muA  be  levied  on  the  people  at*  the  Véliirri  of  peace  to 
pay  theintereft  of  this  floating  debt..  As  to  thç  idea  that  any  other 
mode;  could  have  been  thought  of  by  ^he  French,  for  relieving  them- 
ïdvtt  fi*ôrn  the  burden,  he  reje(fted  it  as  inconfiftent  with'  the  good 
faith  thaè  has  ever  çharàétërîzed  republican  governments.  .  Yet 
fbarcely  ikd  this  member  of  the  Oppofition  had  time  to  publifti  his 
opinion?,  when  the  news  arrived  in  London  of  the  French  repub- 
lic.having  got  rid  of  all  théit  affignatà  ând  mandats  by  a  decree,  and 
of  their  having  reduced  th]e  dividends  on  their  other  deots  to  one  third 
of  theîi^aftlôimt,  alîeging;  that  ,having  exhaufied  every  fyftem  vf  haper 
.circidàdâhy  2sA  having  carried  on  a  dreadful  war 'with  out  the  aid  of 
any  regular  ïyûem  'of^iance^  no, Other  means  remained  for  them  to 
refume  thai  rank  in  the  .general  opiniim  of  màrlkM^  to  which  tlieir  real 
ftrengthenftfied  //i/?3w,''tlWh  thùX' of  fettihg  a/ide  tfielrjiuhlic  debt.  Such 
were  the  terms  in  whJth  the  chairniah'C.retetprQpofed  the  bank- 
ruptcy, wjlile  his  coïiéa|ué  Régnier  vi^orioufly  clofed  this  debate 
by  exclairtiifig.  Let  it  not  .he  /aid  ive  commit  bankruptcy,  wien^ 
en  the  conjravy^  *xe  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  aêl  well. 

"Ruf 'nbtwithftanding  the  authority  of  Sir  Francis  Baring,  the  two 
following  maxims  appear  to  me  to  be  completely  demonftrated  by  the 
events  noû>  taking  place  in  I^rânce  :         .  " 

•    I  ft,  Yhat  Europe  would  have  been  (aved,  and  her  dangers  termi- 
^latcd  before  the  invafion  of*  Lombardy,  had  the  plate  of  the  aflignats 
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redly  it  would  be  ridiculous  ilill  to  entcrtaia  any  ^|v 
prchcnfions  on  this  fubjetft,  after  what  paffed  inthas 
iitting  of  the  4th  OAober  179S,  when  one  of  the 
members  rendered  himfelf  the  laughing-ftock  of  the 
Council  by  endeavouring  to  call  up  thp  ghoft  of  the 
-affignats.     "  I  muft  lay  down/'  laid  he,    ^Vfome 

.      ■  III!     i>  i-i  im        ■>   I        I  ■!  >  I  ■  I    ■  '  '         — ■    ■■      ■■  I  ■    !■         iiiw. »»|l  I    «^B  I   I    I     n 

...» 

been  deftroyed  a  year  earlier  ;  T  mean  before  the  immenfe  refources 
which  the  çornmittee  of  public  fafeiy  derived  from  it,  enabled  them 
-to  complete  the  organization  of  the  iniramerable  army  which  iilûn- 
datcd  all  the  neighboui:ing  countries,  and  lived  at  their  expenfe, 
when  the  Direftory  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  provide  for 
their  pay  with  a  few  icraps  of  paper.  Nor  is  it  yet  forgotten,  that 
immedlatclyuafter  the  fall  of  the  aflignats,  the  Direéiory  boailed,  and 
with  reafoD,  that  the  armies  beyond  the  frontierSy  %uho  luere  fed  and 
nourifiêd  ly  their  vixm  vi^ories^  m  longer  emjikyed  their  thoughts^  except 
ày  the  récitai  of  their  /uccejps.  But  into  what  an  abyfs  of  diftrefs 
would  they  not  then  have  fallen  had  the  pafTes  of  the  Alps  and  Ap- 
pennines  been  defended  as  they  ought,  by  a  general  coalition  of  the 
Italians,  and  had  the  republican  armies  thus  been  forced  to  employ 
the  thoughts  of  the  Diredlory  by  the  REcitAi  of  their  wants.^ 
How  could  the  Dire£^6ry  have  provided  for  ,thefe  wants  at  the  pe- 
riod when  they  complained  of  being  reduced,  through  pecuniary  dif- 
trefs, to  kave  the  ^ctjoidiers  in  the  inland  hofpitals  d^titute  cf  nediceà 
ajpftanccy  and  even  of  bread  f 

The  fécond  truth,  which  at  length  begins  to  unfold,  itfelf,  and 
which  is  but  a  confequence  of  the  former,  is,  that  wherever  the  re- 
publican armies  meet  with  fo  much  refiftance  as  to  be  obliged  to 
carry  on  the  war  at  the  cxpenfe  of  the  republic,  their  enterprife  fai} 
through  the  exhaufted  ftàte  of  their  finances  :  that  is,  becaufe  it  is  no 
longer  in  the  power  of  their  leaders  to  pay  the  foldiers,  and  to  vic^ 
tuafand  equip  their  fleets  and  armies,  by  means  of  papçr.  If  Sir 
Francis  Baring  alfo  contefts  this  £a£t,  he  has  only  to  cafl  his  eyes, 
ift,  over  the  letter,  which  a  few  days  previous  to  the  deflru£tion 
of  the  Toulon  fleet,  the  French  admiral  wrote  tb  the  tfiinifter  of 
the  marine,  faying,  that  it  required  cot^dtrahk  courage  to  undertake 
the  command  tf  a  fleet  fo  ill  equi/ijied  :  and  adly,  over  the  confeffion  of 
the  Direétory,  who  attribute  the  failure  of  the  third  expedition 
againft  Ireland  to  one  of  the,fquàdrons  having  been  prevented,  by 
the  want  of  funds,  from  going  out  of  port  at  the  feme  time  as  the 
other.  I  do  not  mean  to  difpute  that  the  brilliant  prowefs  of  the  Bri< 
tifli  navy  accounts  much  better  for  that  cataftrophe  ;  but  why  did  we 
never  hear  of  fimilar  difficulties  at  the  time  of  Hoche's  cxjpedition, 
and  while  the  paper  circulation  cxified  }  Was  it  not  becaufe  a  cart- 
•  load  of  aflignats  or  mandats  was  fufficicnt  to  put  an  army  ia  motion, 
or  a  fleet  under  feil? 
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very  clear  aflertions.  There  is  not  a  fufficîcncy  of  Ipecîè 
in  circulation  to  fupply  the  wants  of  commerce  and 
pay  the  taxes;  nor  is  there  enough  of  circulating 
medium  (fignes  JiSHfs)  io  fupply  that  deficiency. — The 
money  wanted  hy  individuals  cofts  them  two  or  three 
^er  cent,  per  month  on  pledges.  This  exorbitant  ufury  has 
killed  the  national  induftry  by  ruining  commerce,  and 
it  will  foon  complete  the  ruin  of  the  landholders  alfo* 
— So  precarious 9/0  anxious  actuation  can  no  longer  exift^ 
It  is  neceflary  then  to  eftablilh  a  fyflem  of  finance  ; 
but  this  great  and  ufeful  operation  cannot  take  placis 
without  the  creation  of  fome  new  circulating  niediumC* 
Here  Legendre  (for  that  was  the  name  of  this  new 
magician)  reprcfented  the  fyftem  of  metallic  fpecie  as 
dangerous  y  eulogized  the  bank  of  England,  and  after 
having  laid  it  down  as  a  faA  that  it  was  the  known 
fource  of  the  power  of  the  Englifh,  and  having  aiked 
why  France  ihould  not  have  a  bank  flill  more/olid^ 
ventured  to  propofe  the  creation  of  600  millions  in 
notes  of  a  national  auxiliary  hank^  payable  to  hearer. 
But  the  journal  of  the  debates  mentions,  that  at  theië 
words  the  ipeaker  was  interrupted  hy  murmurs,  and 
having  raifed  his  voice  to  fay  that  thefe  notes  Ihould 
have  the  national  efFeéls  as  their  primary  bafis,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  filenced  him  by  new  mur^ 
murs  J  and  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  without  one 
orator  rifing  to  refuté  ar  anfwer  his  harangue  :  fuch 
is  their  complete  çonviâîon,  even  in  the  midA  of 
their  infatuation,  that  the  plate  of  the  affignats  is  de- 
ftroyed  for  ever  ! 

Nor  was  it  without  good  reafon  that  they  thus  re* 
fufed  to  liften^  to  this  alchymift  ;  for  even  had  they 
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recurred  to  the  fame  refources  at  Paris  as  the  French 
general  employed  at  R<)me,  that  of  condemning  to 
two  years  m^rifonmerit  in  irons  every  one  who  ihould 
refufe  tQ  accept  the  ceduhs  or  notes  they  might  iffue  *, 
we  may  be  aflured  that  the  day  after  the  creation  of 
this  new  bank,  thefe  ôcxd  millions  of  notes  would 
not  have  found  a  market  at  fix.  This  is  fo  far  from 
being  in  the  leaft  doubtful^  that  although  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  entered  into  no  debate  whatever  on 
the  fubjeô,  the  mere  rumour  of  this  motion  hnme- 
diately  alarmed  and  put  to  flight  the  very  fmall  num- 
ber of  ufurerswho  ftill  ventured  to  lend  their  aid 
to  government  -f . 

'  It  is  alfo  fihce  that  period  that  the  Direétorîal  ga- 
zette has  declared  without  referve,  that  "  the  confi- 
dence of  '  the  'larmy-contra<5tors  has  been  impaired, 
that  thofe  who  were  moll  diftiiîguiflied  for  their  fide- 


:    *  Sec  the  Moniteur  of  the  23d  November  1798,  No.  63. 

f  Private  letters  from  Paris  ftated,  that  the  moment  when  it  was 
rumoured  at  the  exchange  that  a/ia/tej-  circulation  had  been  even  named 
within  the  walls  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^  the  merchants 
^nd  bankers  attributed  Legendre's  motion  to  Ramel,  aad  immediately 
diminilhed  their  credits,  which  were  already  fo  Ihort  and  fo  ufurious. 
If  this  great  conception  really  came  from  the  minifter  of  finance,  he 
'  has  fufFered  moft  by  it  himfelf,  for  he  has  fince  ftated,  that  his  re- 
ceipts have  hen  dimimjhed.  And  how  can  we  wonder  at  this  ?  The 
people  evidently  continue,  ^s  much  as  poliible,  in  arrears  to  tb^ 
treafury,  that  they  may  have  fome  means  of  efcaping  the  calamity  of 
a  new  paper  circuladon,  being  convinced  it  could  only  acquire  a  mo- 
mentary currency  by  being  received  in  payment  of  the  taxes,  which 
diey  would  then  be  able  to  difcharge  mjictjier  with  an  hundredth  part 
of  what  it  would  now  coft  to  difcharge  them  ixafpeeie. 

The  financiers  of  France  feem  to  confider  this  ftate  of  affairs  as 
entirely  new  in  the  hiflory  of  nations  :  but  had  they  taken  the  pains 
to  ftudy  what  happened  in  their  own  country  after  the  fcheme  of 
Law  had  failed,  they  might  have  feen  the  following  paflage  in  the 
Ktrritings  of  Forbonnois  :  **  It  is  but  too  common  to  obferve  people 
.unwilling  to  pay  off  their  debts,  in  the  chimerical  hopes  -of  agahi  wit« 
iéiShg  a  ûmilar  WYolution,'^ 
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îlly  to.  their  engagements  had  retired,  and  that  if  they 
bad  not  expreflly  retraced  their  offers,  they  at  leaft 
refrained  from  repeating  them.  They  even  confefled. 
that  noiie  remained  but  the  piob  of  thôfe,  who  being 
willing  to  run  the  chance  of  delay  in  their  payment,, 
or  even  of  not  being  paid  at  ally  for  fome  part  of  their 
contrails,  know  how  to  revenge  themfelves -amply  for 
the  riikç  they  forefee,  by  not  furniihing  their  goods 
but  at  exorbitant  prices^ 

This  will  be  fufficient  to  fet  thofe  at  reft  who  had 
formed  an  idea  that  the  Diredory  have  difcovered  the 
fecret  of  Iffuing  a  new  fpecies  of  affignats  under  the 
name  of  ordonnances  and  letters  of  credit.  This  rc- 
fource  is  now  of  no  ufe  to  them;  for  the  report  of 
Chabert  h?.y:ng  eftabliflied,  that  all  the  contrs^âs 
thus  liquidated  have  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  at  leail 
thirty  per  cent,  above  their  real  value*,  it  follows, 

^  This  Î2idL  was  confirmed  fome  days  aftjer  by  the  following  paf- 
fage  of  BailleuPs  fpeech  :  **  A  creditor  of  the  government  receives 
an  ORDONNANCE,  rf  which tJie  term  tif  payment  cannot  hoffibly  he  fixed^ 
but  being  himfelf  indebted  to  others,  who  prcfs  him  for  iponey,  he 
endeavours  to  fell,  and  muft  therefore  confcnt  to  lofe  thirty  or  forty 
/f^r  cent. — Ja  the  end  it  is  the  ftate  that  pays  all,  and  thus  ruins  itfe^^ 
or  elfe  does  not  pay,  and  thus,  by  degrees,  forfeits  all  the  confidence 
placed  in  it.  —  Haràfled  by  cîrcumftances  of  imperious  neceflity, 
and  the  indigence  of  the  trcafury,  the  government  will  continue  to 
make  ruinous  bargains,  and  to  pay  dearly  for  the  inftability  of  their 
promifes. — And  even  fliould  they  obtain  conditions  apparently  more 
favourable,  the  contraftors  would  always  expeA  to  recover  in  quantity 
or  quality,  what  might  be  loft  by  the  delay  or  non-payment  of  their r 
accounts.** 

Lecouteulx  has  alfo  taken  up  the  pen  to  defend  the  niimfters  and 
army-côntraétors,  and  to  fiiow  that  the  dearnefs  of  the  bargains  they 
make  arifes  from  the  fame  fyftém  that  has  kept  the  public  treafury 
empty.  "  When  this  fyftem,"  faid  he,  "  once  prevails,  not  only 
there  is  an  end  of  all  public  credit,  but  there  can  be  no  hounds  fet 
to  the  diforder,  the  wafte,  and  the  alarming  incfeafe  of  the  expehfes^ 
which  arife  from  this  immorality,  and  thefe  fucceffive  violations  of 
juftice.    The  contraâor  who  fees  his  neighbour  tuined  by  dehji^ 

Y  3 
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that  if  in  payment  of  contrats,  whofe  value  is  only 
75,000  livres,  the  Dircâory  iiTue  100,000  livres  in 
ôrdonnancesy  of  which  the  treafury  has  only  paid 
three  fourths,  they  have  had  all  the  odium  of  this  ad- 
ditional failure,  without  deriving  any  advantage  from 
it,  except  that  of  completely  ruining  the  leafl  dif- 
truftful  of  the  contra6lors,  and  their  other  credi- 
tors, and  of  adding  to  their  difficulties  and  want  of 
credit.  This  was  what  induced  the  author  of  the  re- 
port prefented  by  Bailleul  to  fay,  that  "  the  profpe- 
rity  of  all  the  branches  of  the  political  fociety  depends 
on  principles  which  cannot  be  infringed  without  lead- 
ing the  government  into  JlraitSj  cahmiiiesij  and  ruiriy 
and  the  people  into  tnifery  and  defpair.^* 

Another  equally  inflruAing  and  encouraging  faft  is, 
that  the  want  of  confidence  among  thç  contraétors  took 
place  immediately,  in  confequence  of  the  infidelities 
exercifed  towards  them,  or  rather  perhaps  of  the  po- 
verty of  the  minifter  with  whom  they  treat  ;  fo  that 
for  three  years,  during  which  this  ftrange  emiffion  of 
fuccefiive  promifes  to  fay  has  been  prolonged,  it  has 
annually  diminifhed  to  one  half  of  the  preceding 
amount.  In  the  year  iv.  Ramel  iffued,  without  dif- 
ficulty, to  the  amount  of  200  millions  of  refcripnons  ; 
but  having  paid  thcfe  in  mandats  worth  only  10 per  cenK 
of  their  nominal  amount,  he  could  not  in  the  following 
year  place  more  than  half  ,that  fum  in  ordonnances  for 


endeavours  to  obtain  yS<r^  prices,  and  in  general  to  takt  fuch  pre- 
cautions, tliat,  ihould  he  experience  a  fimilar  protra£liori  of  the  laft 
inihbneurs  due  to  him,  he  may  neverthelels  lecore  a  profit.  Ano- 
ther who  follows  him  does  the  fame,  and  fo  on,  as  long  as  fuck  aJxf- 
tern  lafis^  thfiugh  in  faâi  IT  CANNOT  POSSIBLY  continue  any 
I.BNGTR  OF   TIMS." 
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'wlùch  the  funds  were  not  ready.  And  as  thcfe  were 
paid  in  infcriptions,  which  are  ftill  at  a  higher  dif- 
Count  than  the  mandats,  we  ought  not  to  be  furprifed 
that  in  the  year  vi.  they  could  not  find  contradors  who 
would  accept  thofe  promiflbry  notes  for  more  than  the 
fmall  amount  of  fixty  millions.  Hence  I  infer  that 
during  the  current  year  they  will  not  find  dupes  to  a 
larger  amount  than  thirty  or  forty  millions.  And 
even  then  this  fourth  impofition  will  be  rather  a  bur- 
den than  an  advantage,  fince  the  market  price  will 
always  be  regulated  by  the  rifks  incurred  by  the  par- 
ties concerned.  This  minifter  is  evidently  reduced  to 
the  fituation  of  a  ruined  gambler,  with  whom  his 
former  companions  no  longer  care  to  riik  the  certain 
for  the  uncertain.  He  may  itill  attempt  to  ihame  the 
monied  men  out  of  their  cupidity  and  avarice  ;  but  they 
will  equally  infiH  on  having  the  ca(h  in  hand,  or  they 
will  oblige  him  to  accede  to  conditions,  by  \ihichthey 
incur  only  the  danger  of  lofing  a  part  of  their  profits 
without  riflcing  their  capitals  *.     puch  are  the  încvî- 

*  The  fate  of  the  poor  Ramcl  is  truly  worthy  of  CQinpaffioo.  It 
ÎS  aflèrted,  that  after  pajfing  the  whqle  day  in  making  promifes  of  the 
fame  ecu  to  twenty  different  perfons,  he  is  almou  always  forced 
either  to  give  it  to  another,  or"  to  confefs  at  laft  that  in  faét  be  has 
it  not.  It  is  faid,  however,  that  fome  contraétors  are  ftill  feen 
in  his  audience»chamber,  but  thefe  are  men  who  have  notliing  to  lofe, 
and  have  no  fecurity  to  offer  5  and  it  is  afferted,  that  the  ftruggles  that 
prevail  there  from  morning  till  night,  to  decide  who  fliaU  be  the 
dupe  or  the  fwindler,  would  affbrd  fcenes  that  might  clafs  with  the 
Cheats  of  Scapin.  Thefe  fcenes  fumifh  the  Parifians  with  many  an 
amuling  witticifm,  and  one  of  the  poets  of  the  day  has  thus  defcribed 
them  ; 

Alcippe  efcamotte  un  traité 
Pour  unie  fourniture.- 

A  Valère,  Alcippe  ench<inté 
]Le  vend  avec  ufure. 
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table  confequences  of  this  wcll-merited  difcredîtj» 
which  will  appear  in  a  fiill  more  llriking  pomt  of 
view  when  we  come,  to  mveftigate  the  abortive  at- 
tempt made  by  the  two  Councils  in  December  1 79]^, 
to  levy  on  the  people  a  patriotic  hqn  of  forty  millions^ 
to  he  veryfpeedily  advanced. 
*>■■_»■■  ■-         ■■  ■         ■  ' ■  .■  ■  '  * '  *   '  ' 

Valère  le  revend  fous  main, 

Prévoyant  fa  défaite  ; 
De  faillite  en  faillite,  eniiti. 

Le  fourniture  eft  faite, 

OW  Premium's  art  a  contraft  gain» 

To  clothe  the  Gallic  foldier  bold, 
But  foon  a  douceur  he  obtains, 

Nor  are  the  clothes,  but  contrats,  fold  : 
And  fold  again,  though  under  hand, 

Each  fhuffling  off  left  he  be  cheated; 
Till  thus  the  national  demand 

By  Ihufiling  is  at  length  completed. 

But  without  recurring  to  the  poets,  we  may  form  a  pretty  exaft 
idea  of  the  man  who  prefides  over  all  thefc  Jhjlings^  from  what  Ar- 
nould  faid  in  the  debate  of  the  26th  Auguft.  "  The  minifter  of 
finance,'*  laid  he,  "  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the»  paft,  tormented 
by  the  urgent  neceflities  of  the  prefent,  anxioufly  folicitous  for  the 
future,  and  haraffed  by  the  clamours  of  a  million  of  difcontented 
creditors,  is  ever  uncertain  how  long  he  ftiall  retain  the  good-will  of 
either  branch  of  the  l^iflative  body.  What  can  fuch  a  minifter  do 
but  feek  with  avidity  for  a  few  particles  of  gold  amid  the  ruins  of 
the  public  pro^erity  ?" 

Such  is  now  the  fate  of  this  impoftor,  who  made  his  way  into 
the  adminiftration  by  publifliing  at  the  tribune  of  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  this  memorable  affertion  :  It  is  for  France  alone  to  find 
re/ourees  in  tho/e  very  circum fiances  which  feem  /o  aggravate  the  diffi- 
c^lty  ^  herjttuation. 

The  very  next  day  he  was  promoted  to  the  confpicuous  office  he 
now  holds  ;  and  his  colleagues  would  have  been  inconfolable  for  the 
lofs  of  this  great  financier,  had  "he  not,  when  taking  leave  of  them, 
aflTured  them  that  he  had  the  fullefi  confidence  in  the  re/wrces  tf  the 
yefiuelic.  As  long  as  the  afiignats  and  mandats  continued,  he  repeated 
the  fame  joyful  cry  ;  but  no  fooner  had  thofe  props  failed,  no  fooncr 
was  he  obliged  to  climb  with  a  heavy  burden  on  his  back  up  the 
mountain  he  was  then  defcending,  than  nothing  but  groans  were 
heard  from  this  new  and  unfortunate  Sifyphus. 
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Kever,  never  were  fo  many  artifices  and  falfchoodt 
crowded  one  upon  another,  to  dupe  the  moft  credu- 
lous of  nations,  and  to  induce  even  the  Englifli  to 
believe,  that  thefuccefs  of  the  loan  opened  for  the  inva^ 
Jion  of  their  ijland  could  he  no  longer  doubtful^  or  rather 
that  it  was  already  completed.  The  Direftory,  even 
when  foliciting  for  this  loan,  took  care  that  the  pro- 
polkl  Ihould  not  come  from  themfclves.  They  left 
the  merit  of  it  to  a  chofen  band  of  mercantile  cha- 
raéters  in  the  capital^  feleéled  by  themfelves,  who 
came  to  demand  an  immediate  audience,  and  implored 
as  a  favour  to  be  permitted  to  bear  the  firft  expenfcs 
of  the  defcent  upon  Engla^idy  of  which  they  reprefented 
the  inhabitants  as  a  handful  of  prates,  who  hide  them-- 
/elves  in  their  innumerable  vejfels,  and  always  fly  when 
they  are  clofely  purfued.  Then  comparing  the  Great 
Nation  to  the  Romans,  *'  Hiftory,'*  continued  they, 
*^  does  not  record  that  thofe  famous  conquerors,  when 
they  had  any  bold  and  obftinate  enemies  to  contend 
with,  declared  to  them  beforehand  that  the  war  fhould 
be  carried  on  at  their  expenfe.  How  confpicuous  will 
this  new  trait  appear  in  the  annals  of  France  !" 

I  am  far  from  attempting  to  obliterate  this  trait 
from  their  annals  *  ;  but  tbefe  hiftotians  of  the  Great 
Nation  will  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  if  that  famous 
fuitiony  to  whom  they  modeftly  compare  themfelves, 

*  Another  trait  which  muft  hot  be  effaced,  is  to  be  found  at  the 
end  of  the  Jiroch  verbal  of  that  famous  fitting  of  the  Dy-edory  : 
The  chant  du  depart  has  terminated  every  thing.  What  ajijilaufes  !  What 
tfonJJiQrts  !  Englijhmen^  conjider  well  what  this /orehodes  /  // 
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divided,  plundered,  and  fwallowed  up  all  their  neigh- 
hours,  one  after  another,  it  was  merely  hecaufe  they 
made  it  a  maxim  of  their  policy  never  to  declare  their 
intentions  beforehand  \  and  mod  hiflorians  agree  that 
a  fimilar  declaration  would  have  faved  the  ancient,  as 
it  has  faved  the  modern  Carthage. 

Montcfquieu,  when  inquiring  why  the  Romans 
enriched  themfelves  by  their  wars,  and  why  each  of 
thefe  enabled  them  to  undertake  a  new  expedition^  ex- 
plains this  political  phenomenon  by  two  very  fimplc 
caufes  ;  the  extreme  diffimulatioh  of  the  fenate,  and 
the  unparalleled  yifintercftednefe of  the  troopsj  ^^Thc 
maxim  of  the  generals,"  lays  he,  *^  was  to  bring  as 
much  gold-  and  fil  ver  as  poffible  into  the  public  trea- 
fury,  and  to  give  ^s  little  as  poffible  to  the  foldiers. 
The  booty  was  thrown  into  the  common  ftock,  and 
nothing  was  loji  :  for  before  they  marched,  every  fol- 
dier  took  an  oath  that  he  would  not  convert  any  thing 
to  his  private  ufe  :  and  as  the  Romans  were  more  ob- 
fervant  of  oaths  than  any  other  nation,  thefe'becamç 
the  chief  bond  of  their  military  difcipline  *," 


*  It  is  well  known  that  General  Maflèna  has  improved  on  this 
difcipline,  by  converting  to  his  private  ufe  the  greater  part  of  the  plun- 
der, and  refufing  either  to  give  an  account  of  it,  or  to  fliare  it  with 
his  companions.  It  is  well  known  too  how  mucK  the  latter  wçrc 
enraged  at  having  founded  the  charge  and  fhared  the  danger,  without 
participating  in  the  fpoil,  and  therefore  denounced  lliis  new  Brennu^ 
as  the  mod  infatiable  Gaul  that  ever  commanded  a  band  of  conquer- 
ors. "  We  perfift  in  demanding  vengeance  for  the  robberies  com- 
mitted at  Rome  ly  our  fupeiiorsy  and  by  thr  corrupt  and  devaftating 
adminiftrations,  who  plunge  themfelves,  night  and  day,  in  luxury 
and  debauchery."  Such  was  the  energetic  rcmonftrance,  which 
at  length  obliged  the  Direftory  to  difplace  Maflèna  from  the  procqn- 
fulfhip  of  Italy  ;  and  it  (hould  feem  that  Bpnapartç,  who  called 
hi  01  mejjioikd  child  of  viâfaty^  at  length  perceived  that  he  miift  have 
lefs  greedy  lieutenant-generals  ;  for  he  did  not  chqofe  to  take  hini 
into  £gypt  :  and  his  firll  care  on  l^^ldmg  there  was  to  piibliil\ 


(    331    ) 

The  reply  of  the  Dîreâory  to  thefe  generous  mer- 
chants deferves  alfo  to  ]be  added  to  their  annals: 
*^  We  applaud  with  emotion  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty 
that  has  brought  you  hither.  The  haughty  and  info- 
lent  Englifli  government,  who  .flattered  themfelves 
with  a  chmerical  hope  that  there  no  longer  exifled 
any  national  fpirit  in  France,  ought  to  confider  this 
day  as  the  aera  of  their  approaching  humiliation  :  alt 
Europe  has  its  eyes  on  this  great  event,  and  cannot 
but  be  ftruck  with  the  contraft  which  the  two  nations 
at  the  prefent  moment  exhibit.  The  one  is  Jinking  be- 
neath the  Jifcal  oppreffion  of  a  tyrannical  government  ; 
while  the  other,  after  eight  years  of  revolution,  and 
of  the  moft  memorable  wars,  comes  fpontaneoujly  to 
offer  their  riches  to  their  country  as  a  tribute  of  their 
induftry,  and  thus  difcàvers  the  great  depth  of  their 
refources.  If  the  French  armies  have  proved  that 
the  republic  is  invincible,  its  commerce  has  this  day 
proved  that  the  refources  of  France  are  inexhaujiible.*^ 

Such  was  the  language  of  Barras;  and  the  fenator 
Jean  Debry  afforded  a  flill  more  firiking  proof  how 
inexhauftible  are  the  gafconades  of  thefe  proud  repub- 
licans ;  for  when  he  learned  that  twenty-five  millions 
had  already  been  aéhially  paid  into  the  treafury,  on 
account  of  this  loan,  he  rufhed  to  the  tribune  to  fing 
the  Te  Deum  of  exultation.  .**  The  Englilh  govern- 
ment,'* exclaimed  he,  "  is  averfe  to  peace  ;  well  then, 
let  them  die  of  a  plethora  :  let  every  enlightened  Eng^ 

the  following  proclamation  to  his  brothers  in  arms  :  Plunder  can 
enrich  but  very  few.  It  wouU  dif grace  us^  and  render  us  the  enemies  of 
thfe  nations  whom  it  is  our  intaeft  to  hofv^fir  friends. 

This  was  a  very  important  trutli  ;  but  if  Bonaparte  w^s  ç6.nyince4 
of  it,  what  bufineHi  had  he  in  Egypt?  ' 
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UJkman  who  underftands  his  true  intercft,  upbraid  the 
miriiflers  as  the  fole  caufe  of  ihc  fiagnatiofi  of  his  ca- 
pital/' &c. 

Every  enlightened  Engliftiman,  however,  under- 
flanding  thefc  laft  words  as  threatening  his  country 
with  carrying  away  their  capitals,  they  crowded  round 
their  minifter  to  offer  him  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
and  in  a  few  hours  he  completed  a  loan  equal  to  400 
millipns  of  livres  on  more  favourable  terms  than 
thofe  of  the  preceding  year.  As  to  that  opened  by 
Ramel  at  Paris,  its  inconfiderable  amount  was  un- 
known till  the  treafury,  threatened  with  another  i8th 
Fni^idory  was  forced  to  produce  the  account  of  their 
receipts,  both  in  paper  and  fpecie,  where  the  patriotic 
loan,  which  was  ftated  to  have  been  half  filled  up, 
only  ainounted  to  960,000  livres  (38,000/.  fterling). 
Hereupon  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  ift.  That  one  half  of 
this  vaft  fum,  advanced  in  the  fpace  of  eight  months, 
was  paid  in  eiFeéls  of  little  or  no  value  ;  that  is,  in 
national  efFefts  *.     2d,  That  the  other  half  paid  in 


*  To  entice  monied  men  to  lend,  they  were  permitted  to  pay  half 
the  amount  fubfcribed  m  infcrijitions^  which  however  did  not  prevent 
the  government  from  inferting  the  following  article  in  all  the  public 
prints  :  "  The  commercial  deputies  have  already  offered  the  fum  of 
twenty-five  millions,  and  have,  on  this  occafion,  fliown  a  difintereft- 
eânefs  charaéteriflic  of  their  hatriotifm  and  their  firohity.  Even  at  a 
time  when  the  rate  of  interelt  is  raifed  fo  high  by  ftock -jobbing  and 
immorality,  the  intereft  of  the  twenty -five  millions  advanced  to  the 
government  has  been  fixed  without  the  leaft  oppofition  on  the  part 
of  the  lenders  at  five/«-  cent,  per  annum, ^* 

If  there  was  no  ojifiofition  on  their  part,  this  arofe  from  thefe  mer-f 
chants  having  offered  what  the  Directory  previoufly  '  engaged  not  to 
exa^  :  but  in  vain  did  the  latter  endeavour  to  ftimulate  the  nation  at 
large  to  imitate  this  generous  example  ;  in  vain  did  they  proclaim  to 
their  rivals,  that  the  loan  would  he  filled  uji^  becaufe  tlie  Great  Nation 
execute  every  thing  tluy  refolve  on  :  in  vain  did  LaufTat  fay,  when  thi» 
was  the  fubjed'  of  deliberation,  that  loans  tf  this  kind  are  fuddenly  filkdy 
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money  chiefly  confifted  of  the  plunder  df  orphans; 
for  the  Councils  foutid  thefé  iriveftments  To  folid,that 

mnd  do  not  admittf  calculathh. ,  The  capitalifls  and  monied  men  caiat' 
tated  the  chances  fo  accurately,  tlwit  the  t'went}'-five  millions  offei^d  and 
advanced  WQtk'^  in  faâ:,  reduced 'to  fomething  lefs  than  half  a  mH- 
lion,  of  which  above  half  was  furniihed  by.generoUs  guardians,  wto 
gave  a  proof  of  their  d'lfintereftedfitfs^  their  fiatrioti/m^  and  their y*ro- 
fery,  by  delivering  up  the  property  of  thar  wards. 

The'  debates  to  which  this  loan  gave  birth,  m  the  month,  of  January 
1798,  well  deferve  confideration.  Then  it  was  that  Monnot  fhowed 
the  ncceflity  of  embracing  the  offer  of  thh  Iban,  in  order  to  terminate 
the  war  by  the  invafipn  of.  the  three  haughty  iflandsy  and  to  prove, 
by  the  rapidity  with  which  it  would  be  filled  up,  that  the  confidence 
of  the  Great  Nation  in  their  reprcfentativcs  viperfeH  and  com/ihte.  But 
what  gave  him  moft  uneafiiiefs  was,  not  fo  niuch  thedifficulty  of  find- 
ing the  forty  millions  to  be  very  Jjteedïly  advanced^  which  the  Direélorr 
were  defirous  of  borrqwingi  but  the  Jear  tcftified  ,by  the  lenders,  oi 
being  fome  day  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  who  had  advanced 
money  to  the  monarchical  government.  **  Perifh  the  nran,"  ex- 
claimed thi§  moraîîft,  "  who  fhall  firft  dare  to  make  the  propofal  of 
infringing  fo  facred  an  ehgagement  !  Certainly  it  will  not  come  from 
a  reprefehtative  of  the  people  ;  but  whofoever  hfc  may  be,  I  devote 
him  to  the  execration  of  pofterity." 

This  invocation  was  repeated  with  a  holy  fervolir  by  the  fame  r^- 
hrefentathes  ^  tiie  people^  who  but.  nine  decades  befpre  had  made  a 
Donfire  on  the  altar  of  the  country  of  two  thirds  of  their  public 
debt^,  <«'hich  had  fo  often  been  placed  under  the  fafcguard  of  thé 
national faitL 

It  was  not  however  this  confideration  that  gave  birth  to  the 
.fcruples  of  the  Council  of  Elders;  but  fome  of  the  members, 
who  were  mojl  fully  convinced  of  tlie  fuccefs  of  theloan,  frankly 
confeifed  >theîf  fears,  that  by  having  recourfe  to  this  expedient 
they  fiiQUld  be  brought  back  to  the  old  (Vftem  of  the  corrupt 
governments-  Such  were  the  apprehen  fions  that  Lan  fiat  exerted 
himfelf  to  difpd  in  a  fpecch,  the  principles  of  which  will  appeal- 
more  accurate  than  the  conclufion:  ^^  It  would-  doubtle&  be  a 
ilrange  illufion  for  a  moment  to  imagine,  that  the  firft  govern- 
ment in  the  world  can,  from  this  time  for^'ard,  for  ever  renounce 
the  fyftem  of  loans.  It  would  be  faying  that  they  will  nationalize 
(confifcate),  and  fell  one  fourth  of  the  territorial  property  of  theif 
foil,  whenever  they  undertake  a  war  of  any  ferions  ihiportance, 
or  that  they  will  be  for  ever  mailers  of  the  time,  extent,  and  dura- 
tion of  their  attacks  and  their  -defences,  according  to  their  conve-^ 
nience  and  refources.  Let  us  no  longer  defer  acknowledging,  that 
public  credit  is,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  events,  one  of  the  moft 
neceflkry  and  efilbntial  elements  that  fupport  the  ûvt  or  fix  principal 
powers  who  command  the  fajte  of  Europe.  Let  us  then  begin  to 
prepare  for  reviving  that  of  France  againft  fome  future  period. 
What  nation  in  the  world  qught  to  look  forward  to  obtaining,  to 
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they  abrogated  the  old  law  which  forbade  guardians 
from  fpeculating  with  the  property  of  their  wards. 
3d,  That  the  committee  of  finances,  in  the  midfi  of 
their  urgent  neceffities,  have  offered  and  procured  a 
decree  for  refunding  in  fpecie  aftd  on  demand^  to  every 
iubfcriber  who  ihould  require  it,  alt  the  monies  re- 
ceived m/pech*  Such  an  unexpefted  reflitution  cannot 
be  accounted  for  but  by  the  trifling  amount  of  thofe 
fums,  and  becaufe  the  government  were  in  hafte  to 
be  polTefled  of  the  revenues  of  the  poft-office,  which 
had  been  previoufly  affigned  in  pledge  to  the  lenders, 
independently  of  an  aliquot  proportion  of  the  plun- 
der to  be  made  in  confequence  of  future  viSlories  on  the 
CONTINENT  of  England. 

It  is  neverthelefs  a  faft,  that,  even  fince  that  pe- 
riod, Arnould  has  again  talked  of  loans  and  of  credit  y 
reprefenting  the  latter  as  an  unexplored  mine  which 
the  Directory  might  work  with  the  greàteft  fuccefs  : 
but  it  is  not  at  home  ;  it  is  in  foreign  countries  he  pro- 
pofes  to  work  the  mine.  In  this  grand  difcovery, 
however,  Tarbé  and  Echaflcriaux  had  long  lincc 
anticipated  him,  **  When  the  revolutionary  fpirit,** 
faid  the  former,  ^^  ferments  in  other  fiâtes  on  the  con- 
tinent, where  can  .the  monied  man  invefi:  his  money 


cftablUhing,^  to  prefervîng,  and  to  augmenting  their  credit  with 
greater  facility  ^Txà. promptitude  ?  Public  credit  is  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence in  the  infurr»6tions  of  liberty  againft  tyranny.  Money  is  not 
the  nerve  of  this  fpedes  of  war.  In  them,  public  credit  gives  way  to 
enthuiiafm  and  indignation.  When  a  nation  are  giving  effeâ  to 
deep-felt  rcfentment,  and  organizing  their  irrefiftible  vengeance 
againft  the  crimes,  die  injnries,  and  the  iniblts  of  a  rival,  a  per- 
fidious and  a  hoftile  government,  we  no  longer  afk,  -How  fiall  we 
employ  mrfavmgsf  but  we  fay.  Till  the  enemy  isvanquiÔied,  mfavings^ 
m  repofcy  no  indejiendence^  no  honour  can  exifi.  The  loan  for  the  expe- 
dition againftlEngland  will  be  rapidly  filled^  and  after  that  another,"" 
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fç  fecurcly  as  în  a  country  whofc  rerolution  îs  /<?r- 
Mtnatedr^''  Wc  pçrcçiye/' .  faid  the  latter,  'f  to 
what  an  elevation  of  proïperity  France  muft  rife,  by 
the  nature  of  things^  and  Jby  .hex  own  flrength,  i^ 
.through  the  confolidation  of  ;hcr  government,  not 
only  her  own*  capitals  fliould,  return,  .but  thofe 
of  furrounding  nations,  then  in  a  il^ate  of  revolution^ 
flovsj.ipto  her  lap.'*  But  what  may  he  flill  more 
eafily  perceived  in  this  pi6]ture  is,  that  the  produâivcr- 
nefs  of  this  rich  mine  entirely  depends  on  the  poffi- 
bility  of  terminating  the  revolution^  at  home>  and 
cauiing  it  to  ferment  abroad.  As  thefe  two  great 
events,  however,  are  intimately  conneâed  together, 
as  their  prpgrefs  fecms  to  be  the  inverfe  of  the  hopes 
entertained  by  the  financiers  of  France,  and  as  the 
4ecree  of  bankruptcy  has  irrecoverably  robbed  them 
of  the  expedient  of  loans^  they  reproach  themid ves 
%vith  a  kind  of  bitter  rage  for  having  for  a  moment 
bjslieyed  this  decree  would  enable  the  repHblic  to  re^ 
gafnthat  rank  in  the  general  opinion  to.  which  her,  eom^ 
parative  firmgth  would  entitle  her.  .    ,  - 

.  It.  is  very, curious  to  obferve  the  enthufiafm  with 
which,  in  their  late  debates^  they  have  dilated  on  the 
invaluable  advantages  of  public  credit,  and  this  but  a 
few  months  after  having  fanélioned  the  difgraceful 
ad  which  has  given  it  a  mortal  ftab.  I  have  already 
jg[uated  fome  parts  of  the  enlightened  difcourfe  read 
by  Bailleul,  to  which  I  cannot  too  often  recur,  or 
make  too  generally  known.    « 

'•  The  true  caufe  of  the  llraits  we  now  experience 
is  the  ceflation  of  ^r^^///.— Credit  is  a  beneficent  dew 
which  fertilizes  every  thing  that  can  attradt  it  ;  but 
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ît  is  tUffî|Jated  by  the  flîgîiteft  feai*,  atîd  then  leaves 
the  furrounding  atmofphere  parcjhtd  and  barren  ta 
iiim  who  has  violated  the  laws  that  govern  it.  His 
calamities  will  then  be  ptoportioped  to  the  variety 
«if  hi»  connexions.  If  the  violator  bd  à  i^rivate  in- 
dividual, he  involves  in  his  ruin  all  thofe  who  are  dr- 
reélly  or  indireélly  conneôcd  with  him  :  but  if  they 
are  infringed  by  a  government,  all  the  fortunes  in  the 
country  are  afFe<?ted  ;  aiid  imlefs  the  evil  is  fpcedily 
repaired,  thejlate  advances  with  rapiditjt  on  the  vareer 
of  its  deJtruâiîonj^^Vfe  leave  to  minute  obfètvers  to 
determine  how  far  diftant  thefe  evils  may  yet  be; 
the  môft  dangerous  efFeâs  of  which  would  be  that 
of  rendering  the  citizens  unjuft.  They  would  accufc 
the  government,  whofe  dignity  would  thereby  be  corti- 
promifed,  and  its  fituation  would  become  the  mote 
critical-,  becaufe,  though  aéluated  by  the  pùtefl:  and 
moft  paternal  views,  yet  being  conftantly  haràffed 
with  the  moft  argent  neceffities,  they  would  fecm'  f^ 
be  iti  a  manner  placed  inoppofition  with  the  peopH 
who  look  to  them  for  tfieir  prdperity  and  their 
happinefs.  —  Robbed  of  their  tranquillity,  and  of 
that  peace  of  mind  which  is  the  offspring  of  con- 
fidence and  credit;  the  creditor  becomes  împà'- 
tient,  and  the  debtt)r  has  neither  liBerly  hor  repofe  ; 
for  his  necefiities  are  ever  oil  the  vvafch  to  devour 
|iis  moft  abundant  receipts,  nor  can  his^  nioft  rapid 
returns  keep  pace  with  the  urgerlcy  of  his  demands. 
It  is  a  deplorable  faft,  that  while  Prùflîà  borrows  at 
four  per  cent,  while  thé  funds  of  England  yield  fix 
fer  cent,  while  in  Germany  the  contra<5ts  which  were 
at  five^^r  cent,  have  been  renewed  at  the  reduced  in- 
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terefl  of  four  percent,  it  is  no  Ufs  certain^  money  can 
not  be  procured  in  the  republic  at  lefs  than  twenty 
or  tw(5nty-five  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  that  the 
market-price  of  land  falls  in  proportion  to  this  alarm- 
ing increafe  of  intereft,  which  is,  however,  now 
grown  quite  familiar.  Credit  is  the  thermometer  of 
the  happineis  of  the  people,  and  of  the  glory  of  na- 
tions. After  we  have  been  fo  viâorious  in  the  field, 
ihall  we  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  vanquiflied  merçly 
through  the  effets  of  the  want  of  credit  ?  Is  fuch  a 
conqueft  beyond  the  bounds  of  poflibility  ?" 

A  deputy,  till  then  but  little  known,  could  no 
longer  contain  his  indignation,  at  hearing  fuch  a  man 
as  Bailleul  borrowing  the  language  of  virtue,  thus 
to  declaim  in  favour  of  morality,  and  recommend  a 
juft  refpeft  for  property  ;  weep  over  the  lofs  of  confi- 
dence, and  conclude  this  brilliant  difplay  of  principles 
of  juftice^  by  conjuring  the  reprefentatives  of  France 
to  a6l  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  an  unfortunate  individual 
might  in  vain  he  looked  for  throughout  the  republic. 

Rouchon  (for  that  was  the  name  of  this  new  anta- 
gonifl:,  who  thus  engaged  the  hypocrite  Bailleul)  over- 
threw him  by  a  recapitulation  of  the  moft  flagrant 
political  breaches  of  faith,  of  which  the  Tatter  boafts 
to  have  been  the  principal  author,  and  under  which, 
in  reality,  the  national  credit  had  funk, 

"  The  public  credit^  faid  he,  to  thofe  who  had 
applauded  Bailleul,  "  that  credit  of  which  fo  much 
has  been  now  faid,  is  no  other  than  a  flate  of  confix 
denccj  which  prefuppofes  many  other  correlative  cir- 
cumftances.    It  demands  confiancy  in  our  fyftem$; 
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a  fiable  govcirnment,  whofe  proceedings  ate  regular 
and  certain;  and  above  all,  a  political  law,  from 
which  we  can  never  fwerve,  under  the  daily  pretext 
oifaving  the  country.  But  where  does  this  credit  exift, 
where  can  it  be  found,  if  property  is  not  held  facred; 
if  that  of  every  citizen  may  be  feized  by  calling  him 
one  day  an  arïftocrat^  the  next  a  federdifi^  and  the 
third  an  anarchiji  ;  or  if  public  charadlers  are  not 
flable;  if  individual  liberty  is  not  inviolable  ;  if  one 
man.  trembles  before  another,  and  no  longer  trembles 
before  the  law  ?  When  revolutionary  meafu^es  arc 
rvery  things  and  '  the  conflitution  nothing j  liberty  ex- 
ifls  no  more,  and  flavery  and  terror  univerfally  pre- 
vail from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  authority*." 
Here  the  fpeaker  began  to  appeal,  in  fupport  of  his 
affertions,  to  the  profcriptions  of  the  1 8th  Fruâîdor  : 
on  which  Bailleul,  who  was  the  great  projuoter  of 
thqm,  becoming  furious  at  feeing  the  malk  thus  (o 
completely  torn  from  him,  ruflied  to  the  tribune  to 
drive  away  Rouchon,  crying  out  à  T Abbaye  !  à  f  Ab- 
baye! (Toprifon!  to  prifon  !)  His  opponent,  how- 
ever, was  not  intimidated  by  the  clamours  of  the  af- 
fembly  :  but  the  conclufion  of  this  gladiatorial  fcene 
Jias  no  direâ:  connexion  with  public  credit,  and  I 
have  already  faid  enough  to  convince  any  impartial 
reader,  tb.at  the  expedient  of  loans  cannot  for  a  long 
^l^eriod  of  years  be  recurred  to  by  the  French  republic  \. 

.  •**■■■■■■    *'i    ■     ■•»./■  -■: -— — i r — ■ — - 

.  *  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  loth  November  1798,  No.  $o» 
J-  JLecoUteiibc  ijevoted  feveral  pages  to  fyoving,  that  c^t  Jirefent  htih- 
Ik  crédit  is  not  fufficUtitly  cftahVjhed  to  adtnlt  of  Qjiming  a  lo€m  itilm  Of^ 
^ro;^Uèl  <f  Jiitcrfs. 
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VOLUNTARY    CONTRIBUTIONS. 

The  natural  fubftitqte  for  loans  is  tb^t  of  patriotic  ' 
':giftSj  which  in  time  of  danger  the  republic  has  a 
right  to  expert:  from  its  citizens.  But  its  founders 
have  fo  completely  abandoned  every  hope  of  this  na- 
ture, that  this  was  the  iirft  objecft  declared  by  La- 
croix to  Lord  Malmeftury,  on  his  arrival  at  Paris. 
"  We  are  no  longer  in  revolutionary  times,  ray  Lord," 
faid  the  minifter  ;  "  we  can  no  longer  induce  the 
citizens  to  open  their  furf es ^  and  empty  them  into  the  na- 
tional treafury^  or  to  deprive  themfelves  of  neceflaries 
for  the  public  good.'*  It  is  true,  that  a  little  while 
efter,  to  convince  the  Englifh  they  had  been  duped 
by  this  falfe  diplomatic  confidence,  and'  that  the^ 
power  of  enthuliafra  has  no  limits  in  France,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  made  a  general  appeal  to 
the  republicans  to  open  their  purfes,  and  voluntarily 
contribute  to  the  expenfes  of  the  expedition  againft 
the  THREE  haughty  islands.  It  is  alfo  true,  that  each 
patriot  being  permitted  to  make  ^  fpeech  when  he 
prefented  his  mite,  the  hall  of  the  fenate  was  not 
empty  during  feveral  decades  :  but  thefe  fpeeches,  al- 
though very  warlike, moftly  concluded,  like  that  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  by  la- 
menting the  fmall  amount  of  the  facrifices  they  ac- 
companied, and  afluring  the  confcript  fathers  that  thefe 
*uooidd  ha'ûe  been  more. worthy  of  the  Great  Nation^  had 
their  abilities  been  equal  to  their  zeal  and  their  love  for 
the  republic. 
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The  clerks  or  officers  under  government  who  had 
been  fo  long  unpaid,  were  thofe  who  chiefly  diflin- 
guiftied  themfelves  by  the  magnificence  of  their  vo- 
luntary fubfcriptions  ;  but  Le  Brun  having  learned 
that  they  were  extorted  from  them  by  the  fear  of  lofing 
their  flacesy  emphatically  protefted  againft  this  mode 
of  colleSion  in  violation  of  all  rule  and  decency.     He 
'  reprefented,  that  it  was  ill  becoming  a  generous  and 
free  nation;  and  quoted  the  following  faft,  which 
defervcs  to  be  commemorated  as  an  hiflorical  monu- 
ment of  what  are  called  the  halcyon  days  of  the 
French  revolution  :    "  The  Conftituent   AfTembly 
opened  a  regifter  for  patriotic  gifts.     Mere  imaginary 
donations!  The  debtor  gave  what  was  not  his  own,  the 
houfe,  the  annuity,  that  belonged  to  his  creditors  or 
his  children. — Let  us  not,"  continued  this  fpeaker, 
^^  open  for  the  ftate  the  poor-boxes,   that  odght  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  mifery  and  indi- 
gence/'    He  even  declared,  that  he  was  "  afraid  the 
enumeration  and  the  infignificànt  amount  of  theie  trifling 
alms  would  too  clearly  deraonftrate  the  weak  attach- 
ment of  the  citizens."     Le  Brun  had  fo  much  reafon 
to  fear  this,  that,  a  few  decades  aftdr,  Riou  came  to 
the  Council,  boiling  with  indignation,  todenounce  the 
treafury,  where  he  had  juft  beeri  told,  that  the  produce 
of  the  patriotic  gifts  did  not  exceed  sixty-five  thou- 
sand LIVRES. — This  is  not,,  and  can7ioi  he  true,  added 
he  ;  for  ^within  thefe  very  walls  two  hundred  thoufand 
livres  have  heen  deposited.   Riou,  however,  was  mif- 
taken  ;  they  had  not  been  adlually  depofited  on  the 
altar  of  their  countrv,   but  merely  enrolled  in  the 
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national  bulletin  ;  aiid  wliocver  examines  what  was 
there  fo  oflentatioufly  difpl^yed  *,  will  be  aftonifhed 

*  A  female  citizen^  who  reprefented  herfelf  as  Jliaring  hut  fern  g^ 
the  favours  of  fortune^  was  one  of  the  firft  wljp  obtained  imnourahU 
mention  for  a  donation  of  forty  fous  ^onc  (hilling  and  eight-penee 
jfterling),  whicii  flie  depofited  in  fpecie  on  the  ahar  cf  lier  country^ 
and  advifed  every  Frenchman  to  do  the  fame. 

A  Lyonefe  procured  the  fame  civic  honour,  by  taking  advantage" 
of  his  own  imprudence  in  purchafing  a  parfondge^  and  avoided  the 
rifles  attendant  on  fuch  a  fpeculation  by  employing  it  as  a  donation  to 
his  country  ;  having  learnt  from  a  meflàge  of  the  Directory,  that  the 
purchafers  of  parfonages  were  marked  out  for  tlie  poniard^  efpecially 
at  Lyons, 

To  fliow,  at  the  fame  time,  their  anîmofity  againft  Great  Bntain^ 

and  their  ^contempt  of  prejudice,  the  coopers  of  Marfeilles  refolvcd 

to  devote   Sunday  the  28th  January   to  labour^   and    promifed   to 

pay  the  produce  into  the  national  treafury  for  the  defiruâlion  of  the 

.  Englijh  government, 

A  ftockholder  generoufly  facrificed  his  claim  upon  the  flate  two 
month^  after  the  decree  of  bankruptcy  had  fwept  it  away. 

The  ex-general  C.  Valence, who  had  emigrated  from  France, and  was 
fent  away  from  England,  was  determined  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity 
of  offering  his  contingent  of  hatred  againft  the  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try. The  Moniteur  of  the  12th  February  1798  liâtes,  "that  he  went 
before  the  Fren<^|^onful  at  Hamburg,  and  entered  into  an  engage- 
ment to  pay  to  the  national  treafury,  whenever  the  juftice  he  daily 
EXPECTED  Jliouldbe  rendered him^  one  tenth  of  what  was  due  to  hini 
for  the  years  11.  iir.  iv.  and  v.  of  the  republican  ara,^^ 

The  officers  of  the  ftaff  on  board  the  Heureux  "  lamented  that 
they  could  not  devote  part  of  their  falaries  to  their  country,  becaufe 
they  had  not  been  paid.'* 

The  Moniteur  of  the  23d  March  relates  another  inftance,  the 
generofity  of  which  exceeds  all  thofe  hitherto'  recited  :  "  A  fecretary 
having  proclaimed  the  patriotic  gifts.  Citizen  Ortion,  a  clerk  to  the 
regifter-office,  offered  a  donation  of  the  fum  dedu6led  from  his  fa- 
lary  by  the  treafury  for  three  ells  of  cloth,  which  he  was  to  have 
received,  but  which  were  not  delivered.     Honourable  mention.'!* 

In  the  fame  manner  fome  Iriihmen  were  recompenfed,  who  came 
to  prefent  the  filial  homage  <f  the  harp  of  Enn\  and  alfo  two  authors^ 
till  then  unknown,  who  addrefled  a  poem  to^e  Gouocils^  entitled, 
War  againft  England^  and  a  drama,  called,  /Ae  Defcent  oti  Englaitdy 
a  Prophecy  in  two  Aâis^  in  Profi. 

Such  were  the  fruits  of  what  was  called  th  generous  impulfe  rf  the 
Great  Nation!  and  after  this  enumeraticm  we  may  eafily  judge  whe-- 
thei»  Le  Brun  bad  reafon  to  fear  "  that  the  trifling  produce  of  thefe 
infgnificant  alms  Ihould  give  too  accurate  an  idea  of  the  weak  attach** 
ment  of  the  citizens." 
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to  find  in  the  accounts  furnîflicd  by  the  twiafuiy,  that 
the  grand  total  of  thefe  doqations  amounted  to  2  73 ,607 
livres,  ten  fous,  and  feven  deniers,  which  is  within  a 
trifle  of  the  fame  amount  that  was  given  by  a  linglç 
commercial  houfe  in  one  of  the  country  towns  of 
England,  as  a  voluntary  contribution  in  the  yery  (kme 
year*. 

TAXES    OK    LUXURY. 

Many  fpcculators  flill  imagine,  that  although  the 
Direâory  caniiot  obtain  fuccours  from  the  rich  by 
pcrfuafion,  they  will  be  able  to  extort  a  part  of  their 
fuperfluity  by  means  of  taxes,  which  they  will  be 
forced  to  pay,  or  renouiice  their  luxuries  altogether. 
In  faâ:,  they  have  been  menaced  with  this  already  ; 
and  the  new  committee  of  finances  entertain  fo  high 
an  idea  of  the  produce  of  fuch  a  meafure,  that  they 
had  announced;,  as  a  matter  of  certainty^  the  raifing 
forty-five  millions  merely  by  an  additional  tax  on 
carriages,  horfes,  fervants,  coach-gatevva-ys,  balco- 
nies, windows,  &c. 


Many  had  imagined,  that  on  being  thus  invited  to  make  a  grand 
di//ilay  of  their  refmrcesy  they  would  have^  given  far  more  ftriking 
prooft  of  their  hatred  againft  Great  Britain,  and  made  preparations 
more  fuited  to  the  magnitude  of  .the  indemnities  they  hoped  to  derive 
from  that  conqucft.  The  Deputy  Bonnaire,  on  this  occaiion,  ob- 
ferved,  that  every  one  was  irlquiring,  ix)here  ivas  the  enthufia/m  fled 
that  had  giveft  birth  to  the  republic  f  Might  j*t  not  have  been  faid  in 
reply,  that  this  enthijpafm  had  vaniflied  with  the  aflignat  plate, 
which  fo  richly  and  to  long  rewarded  the  niinifters  and  fupporters 
of  the  new  fyflem  ? 

♦  Robert  Peel,  Efq.  of  Bury  in  Lancafliire,  fubfcribed  iq,ooo/. 
fterling.  When  a  fingle  itldividual  gives  fuch  examples  of  public 
fpirit,  we  cannot  be  furprifed  that  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  which 
Mr.  Pitt  eftimated  at  only  a  million  and  a  half,  produced  near  tw^ 
ipiUions, 
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It  is  certain  they  have  carried  their  boafijslo  this 
extent  ;  but  befides  that  thefe  forty-five  millions 
would  fupply  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  deficit, 
what  fucccfs  can  be  expeéled  from  this  experiment, 
after  the  report  which  caufed  the  famous  tax  of  hu^ 
manity  to  be  immediately  rejefted  ?  This  tax  dîfièred' 
but  in  name  from  that  now  impofed,  and  would 
even  have  been  only  one  fourth  as  heavj^,  as  it  was 
not  intended  to  levy  more  than  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions ;  and,  in  fhort,  the  bafis  of  the  tax  was  already 
prepared,  it  being  only  in  agitation  to  augment  the 
funiptuary  tax  fifty  per  cent,  ,  The  reporter,  in  the 
Council  of  Elders,  entered  into  the  mofl:  circumftan- 
tial  details,  to  fhow  that  in  the  prefent  fiate  of  af- 
fairs every  tax  on  luxury  would  be  a  mere  vifion  in 
finance.  After  having  laid  it  down  as  a  faél,  that 
the  fumptuary  tax,  which  was  exppdled  to  produce 
twenty  millions,  and  which  it  was  intended  to  extend 
to  thirty,  would  only  produce  400,000  livres  in  thé 
capital^  and  not  above  two  millions  in  the  depart- 
ments, he  added,  "  Luxury,  either  apparent  or  real, 
is  now  fo  much  diminiflied,  partly  by  necejfary  eco- 
nomy^ and  partly  by  that  diélated  by  good  lenfe  and 
wifdqm,  that,  Paris  excepted,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  there  are  Puoo  hundred  carriages  throughout 
the  republic.  In  Dijon  there  were  formerly  eighty, 
which  arc  now  reduced  to  a  couple  of  whiikeys;  and 
in  Rouen,  where  formerly  300  carriages  were  kept, 
there  is  now  only  one.  As  to  fervants,  wages  are  fo 
high,  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  devote  therafelves 
to  this  mode  of  life  \%  happily  fo  much  reduced,  that 

^4 
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tliefe  two  cîrcumftances  alone  arc  fufficient  to  prevent 
cniplpying  more  fervants  than  are  abfolutely  neceflary. 
for  the  bufinefs  of  a  family  *•" 

Lçcputeulx,  who  was  the  author  of  this  report, 
took  particular  care  to  confirm  it  by  the  authority 
of  thole  who  were  employing  themfelves  in -organizing 
the  fumptuary  tax.     But  even  this  was  unneceflary  ; 
for  the  faéls  he  had  flated  were  fo  well  known  tO' 
moft  of  his  colleagues,    that  they  unanimoufly  re- 
jedled  the  tax  qï  hmianity  \  and  the  Direâory  gained 
nothing  by  their  meflage^  but  the  fhanae  of  the  pal- 
pable impoflures  they  had  employed  to  caufe  it  to  be 
utianimoufly  adopted  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
dred-|".     But,  on  a  clofer  inveftigation,  they  were  at 
^ength  fo  w<?ll  convinced  of  the  impofRbility  of  raifing 
the  fumptuary  tax  from,  twenty  to  thirty  millions,  that 
they  have  refolved  to  diminiih  it  to  a  million  and  a  half. 
And  yet,  that  they  might  not  be  difappointed  in  fo 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  12th  February  1798. 

f  In  order  to  obtain  this  unanimity,  the  Dire£lory  fent  a  meflagc 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  in  which  they  declared,  "  that 
the  Britifli  ipinifter  had  condemned  in  a  mafs  all  the  French  pri-  - 
foners,  to  the  number  of  25,000,  to  be  Jlarved  to  dcathJ*  But  as 
the  Council  feemed  to  entertain  fome  doubts  of  the  reality  of  this 
horrid  fentence,  Riou  drew  a  letter  from  his  pocket,  as  if  by  chance, 
which  he  faid  he  had  received  from  one  of  thefe  prifoners,  who 
ftau^d,  that  "  the  bleeding  carcafe  of  a.  dog  that  had  been  found 
was  contended  for  with  knives  ;  and  that  the  Englifh  government 
halving  granted  the  furgeons  a  guinea  for  evay  limb  they  ciJt  off  from 
the  republicans,  this  premium  had  induced  thofe  wretches  to  mutilate 
all  the  French  that  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands." 
Thefe  circu^mftantial  particulars  having  removed  all  doubts,  Villers 
ventured  to  add,  that  the  Englijfi  government  carried  tJieir  atrocity  fo  far 
as  to  fhoot  the  Jirifoners  en  maffe  in  their  dungeons^  and  then  haflened  to  ' 
take  advantage  of  the  impreffion  this  atrocity  made  on  the  feeling 
hearts  of  his  colleagues,  to  bring  forward  the  plan  of  the  new  tax, 
which  he  emblazoned  with  the'fplendid  title  of  the  tax  ^  humanity. 
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moderate  an  expe<5lation,  they  have  becjn  obliged  to 
include  female  fervants  *. 

Ihcredibleas  it  may  appear,  it  was  but  a  few  weeks 
after  they  had  recognifed  the  neceflity  of  this  imroenfe 
tedudiion,  that  (l^e  two  Councils  again  dire6ted  iheir 
^iitïiixon  io  tasking  luxurfes  without  pity ^  and  invented 
and  adppted  the  tax  on  balconies  and  windows,  of 
which  the  produce  was  eflirhated  at  twenty-five  mil- 
lions in  their  fpeculative  view  of  imaginary  receipts 
for  the  current  year* 

We  ought  then  by  no  means  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
fa6\s  fo  precifely  laid  down  by  Lecouteulx,  whenever 
we  bear  of  the  cohjffal  fortunes  raifed  during  the  re- 
volution, and  which  L.  Buonaparte  wifhes  to  fee 
difgorged  into  the  public  treafury.  He  forgets,  th^ 
the  newly-acquired  fortunes  have  already  been  fe- 
verely  taxed  by  the  depreciation  and  annihilation  of 
paper  ;  for  mofi  of  thofe  vvho,  three  years  ago,  thought 
themfelves  rmlltonartes^  becaufe  they  had  amafied^ 
perhaps,  three  millions  in  paper,  have  ultimately 
found  their  fortunes  reduced  to  one  thoufarid  livres  in 
fpeeie,  when  -  the  aflSgnats  were  called  in  at  the  rate 
of  3000  livres  for  one.  The  calculation  is  eafily 
made,  and  explains  the  following  paflTage  already 
quoted  from  the  report  delivered  by  Lapocte  :  *^  An 
afifeflTment  of  fi-om  6,000  to  10,000  livres  has  often 

* , : ■■  - 

*  Sainthorent,  on  whofe  report. this  meafure  was  adopted,  on  the 
1 6th  November,  had  the  effrontery  to  reprefent  this  new  fifcai  ex- 
aiétion  as  purely  political  and  moral  :  "  The  objeft  oi  our  iuftitu- 
tions,"  faid  he,  "  will  ever  be  to  refeiie  m^n  from  the  debafing  con- 
dition of  fefvants  in  the  towns,  and  to  leave  Jm/Md  cafes  in  the  hami^ 
of  women,** 

To  lay  a  tax  on  female  fervants  is  a  ftrange  means  of  leaving  houfe- 
hold  cares  in  the  hands  of  women  ! 
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brouglit  tl}e  bailiff  and  his  runners  into  a  houfe  where 
be  has  only  found  an  oJd  tntckhhed  in  lieu  of  the 
rich  furniture,  the  luxury,  and  the  magnificence  that 
prevailed  in  the  year  v."  It  is  evident,  that  thefe 
old  truckle-beds,  being  unaccompanied  with  furni- 
ture, the  afleflrnents  which  appeared  moderate  at 
the  beginning  of  1796,  have  become  extravagant  to- 
wards the  end  of  1 798  *. 

Thefe  faéls  prove,  that  notvvithftanding  the  legif- 
lators  of  France  proclaim  that  the  often tatious  difphy 
of  luxury  at  Paris  challenges  taxation^  yet  this  luxury 
Î8  not  that  of  opulence,  nor  is  it  fucli  as  can  be  within 
the  reach  of  the  bailiffs  and  their  runners,  by  means 
of  any  truly  prodti(ftive  taxes  ;  that  Saint-Aubin's 
obfervation  was  very  juft  when  he  faid,  they  ought  at 
.  Jeaft  to  be  called  taxes  on  mifery  ;  and  that  if  the  repub- 
lican government  has  no  other  refources  for  procuring 
the  additional  milliard  they  fland  in  need  of,  than  the 
fumptuary  taxes  propofed,  this  government  is  irrevo- 
cably condemned,  like  the  ancient  monarchy,  to  fall 

a  vi6lim  to  the  deficit  and  the  diforder  of  the  finances. 

■»i  ■— — — ■ — • — , , . ,  o  „. , ,t- — , — >  ■  ■■     — . — ■■  ■  ..-..■' — ■  > 

*  This  fubjecl  has  been  very  judicioufly  treated  by  Lecmiteiilx  in  a 
publication,  wherein  be  obferves,  "  ihzX  extravagant  aflcflhients  had 
been  laid;  that  théfe  had  excited  univerfal  complaints;  and  that  to 
continue  them  as  they  were,  was  the  fureft  means  not  to  have  them 
'  paid,  even  by  thofe  who  were  not  overcharged,  but  who  would 
take,  ad  vantage  of  the  juft  complaints  of  their  neighbours," 

He  infifled  alfo  on  the  abfiirdity  of  expecting  any  taxes  "on  luxury 
to  be"  produélive  ;  and  fofêtoîd,  tl^at  this  fyftem,  ivhich  has  tuna  fo 
mojiy  (lartifafis  in  France^  nvill  he  as  strrile'/>  ifftffetisas  it  iL'as 
Ait-BlTBLAHY  in  its  execution, 

Baillewl  went  farther,  as'  appears  by  the  followiilg  paflage  of  his 
report  of  the  8th  Auguft:  "  V^^e  ought  ftrongly.to  imprefs  our 
minds  with  the  following  remark  of  a  celebrated  author:  If,  in 
Jj4c/i  cirrrr/tanctSy  you  decree  new  taxes  without  previous  meafures 
to  enfure  ti»at  every  one  who  is  liable  fliall  be  enabled  to  pay,  //  74 
tike  putting  a  ^u?nb  man  (o  the  torture  /#  induce  him  to  conf^,'^ 
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Having  thus  taken  a  furvey  of  the  five  refources 
on  which  the  financiers  of  France  Jiave  relied  for 
doing  away  their  immenfe  deficit,  let  us  contemplate 
for  a  moment  the  phaenomenon  of  popular  revolutions  : 
let  us  refledl,  that  the  revolution  of  France  was  un- 
dertaken to  remedy  a  deficit  of  fifty  or  fixty  millions  ; 
and  that  Dédelay,  perceiving  it  increafed  by  the  firfl: 
decrees  of  the  Conftituent  Affembly,  which  they 
emblazoned  with  the  title  of  reforms^  gave  them  the 
following  advice  on  the  7th  January  1791  :  *^  Two 
years  of  labour  will  only  end  in  convincing  Europe 
more  and  more,  that  omx  finances  ever  have  been, 
and  ever  will  continue  to  be,  the  rock  on  which  our 
power  and  profperity  will  be  wrecked  !  What  !  wa 
have  been  called  together  to  fill  up  a  deficit  of  fifty 
or  fixty  millions,  and  fhall  all  our  reforms  end  in 
increafing  it  to  101  millions  ?— This  will  be  giving 
the  enemies  of  the  revolution  reafon  to  imagine,  that, 
being  unable  to  create^  we  have  been  indifcreet  enough 
to  deftroy,^^ 

This  prophetic  language  is  the  more  remarkable, 
.  as  it  was  pronounced  by  a  man  who  is  ftill  a  deputy, 
and  has  fucceffively  occupied  a  feat  in  every  one  of 
thofe  aflemblîés  which  have  completed  the  defiru3ion 
of  every  thing  while  promifing  to  create  every  thing 
anew  ;  which,  by  means  of  paper  circulation,  have 
difcovered  the  double  fecretiof  infinitely  increafing 
both  the  expenditure  and  the  deficit;  and  which  dare 
fiill  to  repeat  to  the  people,  that  their  refources  to 
cover  it  are  entire.  '     ^ 

How  many  pangs  does  not  the  mind  undergo 
y^h.en  wo  caft  our  view  over  the  pail,  and  compare 
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it  with  the  prefeiit  !  Who  but  would  (hudder  at  the 
dreadful  cxbauflion  brought  on  by  the  ufurpers  of 
that  fine  country,  if  that  very  flate  of  exhau/lion 
did  not  afford  all  the  nations  whom  France  has  plun- 
dered a  certainty  of  recovering  their  domains,  their 
independenôe,  and  their  honour,  as  foon  as  they  fliall 
make  fuch  efforts  as  are  proportioned  to  this  treble 
achievement  ? 

But  if^  with  a  blindnefs  that  has  already  endan- 
gered our  linking  again  into  barbariim,  they  fufFer 
themfelves  once  more  to  be  impofed  on  by  that  af-- 
fembly  of  maniacs,  who  are  Itill  crying  out,  that 
they  h^vc;  the  means  of  Jufpofting  all  the  extraordinary, 
experifes  of  viany  more  campaigns  \  that  the  diforder  of 
the  finances  is  perhaps  lefs  fatal  to  France  than  to  her 
enemies  who  ought  to  bè  alarmed  whenever  they 
hear  of  the  obflactes-  that  impede  her  refources  : — to 
thefe  boafiis  I  fhall  oppofe  the  cries  of  alarm  whjch 
the  regicides,  from  time  to  time,  fufFer  to  efcape 
them  in  their  lawlefs  afTemblies  ;  where  they  confels, 
that  the  wheels  of  the  machine  are  on  the  point  of  flop* 
pwg ,  and  that  they  threaten  the  mofl  fatal  diforder  *. 
It  is  particularly*^  in  their  late  debates  that  the  pre- 
ientiments  they  themfelves  entertain  of  this  inevitable; 
cataftrophe  tranfpire.  It  is  there  they  conftantly  re* 
peat,  that  a  violent  crijts  is  preparing -I-  ;  that  the  de- 
ficit has  become  a  gulf^hat  wiWfivallow  up  the^re- 
public  X  ;  that  their  fafeiy  depends  on  the  certainty  of 
filling  it  up  §  ;  that  this  muft  be  aocomplii^ed,  or  a 

révolution  willfpeedily  take  place  through  the  diforder  of 

f , ^     

*  Harnmnd.  f  Fabre.  %,  The  meflàge  of  the 

Dire(f^ory.        *         §  Ramel,  minifter  of  finances. 
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^he  ^nances  *  ;  tliat  it  was,  in  fa£i,  the  finances,  that 
annihilated  the  monarchy  y  arid  not  the  declamations  of 
the  philofophers  ^  ;  that  all  the  meafurcs  of  finance 
hitherto  adopted  have  been  mere  palliatives^  and  have 
only  covered  a  volcano^,  of  which  the  e^plofion  will 
thence  become  more  dreadful  j;  :  in  fhort,  that  the  dan- 
ger h  imminent  y  and  that  the  fituation  of  the  republic, 
in  regard  to  the  finances j   is  fo  precariotcs,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  fo  many  rocks,  that  it  ought  to  flrike 
terror  into  every  one  vohorefle3s  upon  thefubjeél  §. 
As  Arnould  is  efieemed  one  of  the  deputies  who  is^ 

the  beft  qualified  to  refleSt  on  this  fubjc6t  ]| ,  we  Ihall 

-■'.,...  ■-* 

*  Fabre.  f  Baraillon.  %  Duflos. 

§  Legendre,  on  the  5th  0<5tober  1798. 

jl  The  map  beft  qualified  to  refieâi  on  this  fubjefl  throughout 
France  was  undoubtedly  General  Montefquîou,  who,  ,  before  his 
death,  publifhed  a  kind  of  political  teftâifient,  concludmg  with 
thefe  words  :  "  If  it  were  precipitately  attempted  to  make  ufe  of 
credit  before  it  has  been  ereâ:ed  by  the  only  means  which  can  give 
it  birth;  or  if,  under  the  /alfe  pretext  of  national  dignity,  we  en- 
gage in  expenfes  that  will  exaél  from  the  people  facrifices  above 
their  ftrength  ;  1  will  venture  to  declare  to  the  arbiters  of  our  deftiny, 

that  THE  REPUBLIC  WILL  BE  DESTROYED  for  CVer.'*    * 

Another  French  general,  lefs  converfant  with  this  fubjeét^  but 
whom  no  one  will  deny  to  pofTefs  great  perfpica city,  publifhed^  in 
September  1798,  a  work,  wherein  he  declared,  "  that  the  diforder  of 
the  finances  is  at  its  height  ;  and  that,  in  this  refpeél,  France  is  at 
her  Iqftjiufh,^^  This  difcovery  of  Dumouriez  would  have  been  more 
meritorious  had  it  h^n  lefs  tardy,  or  hacf  he  perceived  its  truth,  wticn 
under  his  aufpices  a  general  war  was  fo  readily  undertaken,  which 
could  not  but  bring  on  the  ruin  of  their  proper  circulation,  and 
tSvhich  they  are  now  reduced  to  carry  on  without  either  fictitious  or 
real  refources.  However  this  may  be;  that  general  is  now  of  the 
fame  opinion  as  thofc  who  declare,  that  the  republic  will  fall  a  viôim 
to  the  deficit  :  "  The  greateft  of  its  dangers,"  fays  he,  "  and  that* 
which  will  inevitably  produce  a  decifive  revolution,  though  we  do  not 
yet  FORESEE  exaâ:ly  in  favour  of  which  party,  is  the  iRaEMEuiABLB 
diforder  of  the  finances." 

I  only  differ  with  this  writer  in  thinking  it  eoj^  to  forcfee^  that  this^ 
^ecifive  revolution  will  in  the  end  be  fatal  to  the  fyftem  of  equality, 
which  promotes  to  public,  offices  a  clais  of  meii  who.  cannot  fubfift 
without  falaries  ;  and  that  it  will  be  favourable  tp  that  fyftem  of  go- 
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Côheiade  this  chapter  with  the  refleBions  he  prcfentëd 
'in  his  report  of  the  liéth  Auguft  1798  :  "  The  de- 
luge of  paper,"  faid  he,  *^  once  the  main  fpring  of 
our  independence,   is  become  the  principle  of  oxït 
prefent  languor  .-^We  cannot  get  rid  of  this  dilem- 
toao  either  we  muft  not  order  the  expenditure  of 
600  millions,  or  we  muft  affign  funds  for  their  dif- 
fcharge. — From  our  punftuality  in  fulfilling  this  part 
of  our  commiffiôn,  or  the  contrary,  muft  arife,  and 
that  perhaps  fptèdilyy  the  hleffings  or  the  defpair  of  the 
hàtiôh.— ^We    have  endeavoured,    by  every  where 
forcing  nature,  that  our  annual  revenue,  which  has 
decreafed  hy  accident,  on  the  ancient  territory  of  France, 
fliould  fupport  all  the  expehfes  of  our  happy  and 
ttiemorable  achievements, — Is  it  not  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  felf-prefervation  in  a  people  to  perfevere 
with  obftinacy,  and  vvithout  method  or  difcretion,  in 
taking  from  their  annual  revenue  fuch  enormous  and 
extraordinary  expenfes,  fo  that  we  might  eafily  calcu- 
late the  period  when,  if  the  war  continues,  the  whole 
expenditure  njoill  exceed  the  value  qf  the  annual  product 
of  France  r' 

vernment  which  confides  the  internal  adnuniftration  of  the  country 
exclu fi\iely  to  men  of  landed  property* 

But  what  is  flill  difficult  to  forefee^  is  the  precife  period  when  this 
decifive,  revolution  will  take  place.  Perhaps  it  will  not  burft  forth 
till  the  receipts  no  longer  fuffice  for  the  imiemnlttes  of  the  legiflativé 
body,  and  iht  Jtay  of  the  troops.  Then  will  the  whole  odium  of 
their  privations  fall  on  that  government  of  ufurper$,  which  will 
learn,  by  dear-bought  experience, 

— Non  ejffk  duels  firi^os  fed  tnilitis  enfts.  Lu  can. 
It  might  '  even  be  faid,  that  they  have  already  a  prefentiment  of  this 
event;  for  in  their  meffage  of  diftrefs  of  the  ^d  Oiftober,  they  .re- 
mind the  two  Councils,  that  **  the  conftitittit)nal  indemnitie» 
could  not  be  infringed  without  vtry  ferious  inconveniences  )  and  that 
the  pay^ùï  the  troops  is  a  f acred  debt. 
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This  i»  the  truefl:  deelaratibn  that  has  been  miét 
in  the  two  Councils  ;  nor  do  I  differ  with  this  re- 
porter, except  in  thinking  it  eqjfj;  to  calculate  that  the 
period  which  he  announced  as  fpeedily  approaching  i§ 
already  arrived.  The  calculation  feems  to  me  fo 
clear  at  this  day,  that  I  would  venture  to  defy  thcrti 
to  levy  in  taxes,  for  the  prefent  year,  on  their  cx- 
haufied  nation,  one  third  of  all  the  fums  they  flatter 
themfelves  with  obtaining,  and.  which  are  reprefented 
as  indifpeniably  neceffary  to  prevent  a  reiKdution  from 
being' brought  on  hy  the  diforder  of  the  fijiance^. 

But  I  here  forefee  an  objeéiion  which  many  en- 
lightened men  will  adduce,  and  which  is  far  more 
difficult  to  rebut  than  any  of  thofe  which  I  flatter 
*  mylelf  I  have  fufficiently  anlwercd*  **  You  need 
not,"  they  will  lay,  *'  thus  infifl:  on  the  examination 
of  their  regular  refources,  when  the  objeâ  of  inquiry 
is  a  government  wholly  irregular  in  all  its  fleps, 
and  that  has  accuftomcd  its  fubjecSts  no  longer  to 
contemplate  any  thing  as  their  own.  In  lieu  of  talk- 
ing of  taxes  and  loans,  fhow  us  th^t  forced  loans  and 
reqiclfitions  in  kind,  an.d  even  the  corififcation  of  real 
proj>erty^  can  no  longer  be  pradlifed.  Show  us  the 
limits  of  the  patient  endurance  of  the  people. — • 
They  are  become  fir  anger  s  even  (q  their  own  fufferin^s. 
The  repihlic  has  exijledj  andjlill  eccifts^  iyifpte^  of  the  de-- 
Jicit.  ^  It  is  from  her  poverty  and  difordçr^  that  her  own 
greatnefs  and  the  fall  of  her  neighbours  has  arifen. 
.Thus  will  they  proceed  as  they  harce  hegun^  and  the  f aft 
hecovie  a  pledge  for  the  future  *.     What  care,  the  Di- 

"  *  Jnlhiotc  aga'injî  the  Congrefs  of  Rafiadt, 
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recVory  for  the  diminution  of  the  enjoyments  of  their 
flaves,  fince  they  have  organized  a  numerous  (bl- 
diery,. .  whofe  pay  is  coUedted  at  the  point  of  the 
fvvord  ?  As  long  as  the  foil  will  produce  crops  fuffi- 
cient  to  feed  the  people  and  the  foldicrs,  nothing  will 
be  wanting  to  their  leaders — who  feize  upon  their  la/l 
r purees  with  the  ann  of  defpotifm  and  the  forms  of  li^ 
herty.  If  the  circulating  medium  difappear^  they  fafien 
direBly^  by  means  of  requijitions^  on  the  objeâis  reprefented 
hy  it,  '  If  promifes  are  needful^  they  are  given  in 
frofufton  :  if  it  is  neceffary  thefe  /houJd  be  broken^  th(y 
are  violated  and  forgotten^.  As  long  as  a  Jheaf  of  corn^ 
or  a  tnifs  of  hay,  Jhall  remain  in  the  granaries  of  the 
farmers  y  thefe  tyrants  will  feize  it  for  themfelves-f'.  If 
the  furplus  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  be  infufficient 
for  them,  they  will  feize  the  foil  itfelf,  and,  fccure  in 
their  impunity,  amidfl  a  people  whom  they  have 
plunged  into  the  moft  abjeél  vvretchednefs,  they  only 
fufFer  the  refervoir  of  the  public  treafure  to  be  ex- 
hauiled,  merely  bécaufe  they  confider  themfelves 
certain  of  again  filling  it  by  new  crimes  whenever 
neceffity  flaall  urge  them.     TJiere  is  not  one  of  their 


*  M.  Necker. 

f  Although  I  here  quote  thefè  words  from  a  former  work  of 
M»  Mallet  Dupan,  and  endeavour  to  fliow  that  this  opinion,  which 
mj^ht  be  well  founded  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  or  terror,  is  no 
longer  applicable  to  the  prefent  circumllances  of  France,  I  ac- 
knowledge, that  no  writer  has  fo  well  difcovered  the  fources  of  the 
dangers  with  which  France  at  this  day  threatens  all  the  nations  of 
Europe.  It  is  to  plvkdek  t/tem,  he  has  lately  faid,  that  Jli^  revdu" 
iioni%es  them.  It  ts  that  Jke  mc^  su  insist  herself,  that  Jke  plunders 
them.  This  is  the  tnie  ftatement  reduced  to  its  mod  fimple  terms, 
and  this  is  the  text  of  the  voluminous  work  I  am  here  oflfering  to 
the  public  ;  of  which  the  only  obje6l  is  to  prove  this  grand  truth  by 
a  feries  of  fads,,  which,  though  little  known,  are  inçouteftably  cfta- 
blifhed. 
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aôs,  or  of  their  debates,  in  which  we  do  not  read 
this  dreadfal  maxim  :  jErarium  Ji  amhitione  exhatiferi^ 
tnuSj  per  J;elera  fupplendum  erit. 

I  ihall  not  be  accufed  of  ftating  thefe  objedlion* 
feebly.    I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  them. 


A  A 
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CHAPTER  X. 

The  ImpoJJibility  of  the  French  Government  recurring  to 
ConJifcationSy  Reqtdjitions^  and  forced  Loans.  The 
revolutionary  Refources  are  exhaufied. 

JlERIODS  there  are,  lays  Voltaire,  when  the  people 
hecome  cowards  in  proportion  as  their  majlers  become 
cruel.  Never  did  the  hiitory  of  his  countrymen  better 
juftify  this  melancholy  maxim^  never  did  they  fiibmit 
with  more  bafenefs  to  the  yoke  of  defpotifm.  If 
the  tyranny  of  their  prefent  oppreflbrs  is  fomewhat 
lefs  bloody  than  that  of  Robefpierre,  it  is  incompa- 
rably more  difgraceful  to  the  nation.  That  monfter 
had,  as  it  were,  enflaved  them  by  furprife  ;  but  when 
they  had  burft  their  chains,  they  repeatedly  fwore 
never  more  to  lend  their  7iecks  to  terror,  but  to  be  ever 
awahy  and  prepared  to  repel  its  attach. 

The  principal  difference  between  the  revolutionary 
and  the  conftituttonal  terror  *  is,  that  the  tribunals  of 
the  committee  of  public  fafety  fhed  blood  en  maffe 
and  by  cafe-fhot,  whereas  the  military  commiffions 
of  the  Direâory  Ihed  it  by  drops  and  by  mufket-fhot; 
and  that  the  avenging  lead  which  they  now  boaft  of 

♦  A  petitioner,  who  ktely  claimed  to  have  fome  property  reftored       ' 
to  him,  fatd  with  great  fimplicity,  that  U  had  been  taken  from  bitn 
at  the  time  tf  the  grande  terreur  :  nor  did  the  Council  of  Firç 
Hundred  take  any  offeoce  at  this  defcriptive  exprefiion. 
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rattling  about  their  enemies'  heads  *,  h?is  fucceeded 
the  national  razor,  by  which  the  murderers  of 
Lewis  XVI.  exult  in  haying  Jiortened  him.  Another 
difference  is,  that  in  lieu  of  crowding  the  Jii/peéfed 
citizens  and  the  nonjuring  priefts  into  houfes  of  con- 
finement, where  the  confiant  view  of  their  innocence^ 
and  their  mifery  excited  the  compafïîon  of  the 
people,  the  Direâory  find  it  more  economical  to 
tranfport  them  beyond  fea  to  a  burning  climate,  where, 
as  Rouchon  cxprefTes  himfelf,  they  have  nothing  but 
death  before  their  eyes. 

But  let  us  compare  thefe  two  fpecies  of  terror 
merely  with  relation  to  financial  refources  ;  and  let 
us  fee  whether  thofe  who  have*feized  the  fceptre  of 
Robefpierrc  can  return  to  the  career  of  productive 
plunder.  In  1795  I  announced,  that  this  refource 
was  already  irrecoverably  lofl  to  them  ;  and  I  am  now 
,  enabled  to  prove  that  important  truth  to  a  demon- 
flration.  This,  however,  is  fo  contrary  to  the  re- 
ceived opinion,  and  its  promulgation  may  be  fo  ufeful 
to  the  new  republics,  who  begin  to  aâopt  the  fyflem 
of  confifcations,  that  I  think  it  neceffary  to  dilate  a 
little  on  the  amoijnt  of  what  it  has  yielded  to  the 
mother  republic. 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  ^h  November  1798,  No.  49,  con- 
taining a  letter  from  Morand,  a  general  of  brigade,  who  having 
taken  thirty-five  prifoners  in  Belgium,  fent  them  to  one  of.  his 
friends,  thai  he  might  have  their  heads  rattled  with  lead.  Juft  fuch  was 
the  ftyle  of  Marat  and  of  Dubois  Crancé. 


À  A  Z 


(    3f6    ) 

CONFISCATIONS  OP   REAL    PROPERTY. 

Wc  ought  never  to  forget,  that  the.  cohjfal.  fortune 
which  the  revolulionîâs  imagined  they  .were  acquiring 
by  fequeftering  lands,  refted  on  the  idea,  that  thefe 
would  ftill  preferve  their  former  value,  and  would 
fell,  as  before,  for  about  thirty  years  purchafe.  It 
was  with  this  extravagant  idea,  but  cfpedally  with 
the  affiftancc  of  the  ajjignats^  that  the  committee  of 
public  fafcty  fupplied  and  nouri/hed  the  national  trca- 
fury,  by  converting  the  lands  into  money,  or,  as  it 
were,  coining  them  the  moment  they  were  confiicated. 
They  did  not  even  wait  for  purchafers  :  they  emitted 
their  paper,  and  fkid  to  thofe  on  whom  it  was  la- 
viflied.  Seize  the  confifcat^d  efiatesy  for  they,  are  ymr 
awn.  As  long  as  the  people  were  weak  enough  to 
believe  that  they  leprefented  the  nominal  value  of 
the  paper  emitted,  they  entered  heart  and  hand  into 
that  criminal  meafiire,  to  receive  the  reward  of  it  in 
alfignats  ;  for  it  wa^  this  paper  medium  that  furnifhed 
Robefpierre  with  the  means  of  paying  the  agents  of 
his  plunder.  Such  was  bi$  boaited  method  of  coining 
money  on  the  Plac^  de  h  Revolution. 

The  whole  then  of  this  infernal  fyftem  was  built 
cii  the  credit  of.  the  affignats,  and  this  depended^on 
the  opinion  that  the  confiscated  lands  would  flill  re- 
tain their  former,  value.  This  double  error  ftill  pre- 
vailed towards  the  end  of  the  year  1794  ;  and  during 
that  very  year  the  falaries  of  the  committees  who  fu- 
perintended  the  confifcations  alone  amounted  to  the 
enormous  fum  of  591  millionis»  It  is  true^  that  after 
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the  death  of  their  leader  none  of  the  falaries  then 
due  to  this  revolutionary  fquadron  were  paid,  and  for 
this  very  reafoti  the  Direélory  cannpt  expeél  they 
Ihould  ever  again  enrol  themfelves  under  their  ban- 
ners, nnlefs  they  are  paid  beforehand,  or  unlefs  they 
arc  fuffered  to  devour  the  prey  which  the  Direâory 
may  be  defirous  of  feizing  for  themfelves. 
<  I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the  Direâory  are  not 
fufficiently  powerful  to  feize  lands  without  their  aid  ; 
but  what  may  in  fome  meafure  make  us  eafy  with 
refpedl  to  fuch  an  event  is,  that  even  the  revolutionary 
financiers  are  now  bitterly  deploring  that  they  took 
this  rafli  ftep,  and  have  difcovered  that  they  ruined 
themfelves  by  the  very  means  through  which  they 
cxpeâed  to  be  enriched. 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  the  fale  of  the  royal 
refidences,  the  palaces,  hotels,  convents,  and,  in  a 
word,  all  the  town  edifices,  from  which  the  plun- 
derciis  expeâed  to  derive  a  milliard  (forty  militons 
fleriing)  in  infer iptionSj  have  not  produced  in  Jpede 
A  THOUSAND  LOUIS.  Thofc  who  caufed  this  mode 
of  fale  to  be  adopted  in  March  ty^y,  will  not  fail  to 
exclaim  again  ft  the  aflertiorl,  which  in  truth  is  too 
extraordinary  to  be  believed  without  proofs;  but  thefe 
I  cannot  adduce  without  recurring  to  another  fa  A  of 
a  no  lefs  extraordinary  nature. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  towards  the  fall  of  the 
affignats  the  embarraflments  of  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  were  fuch,  that,  no  longer  finding  con- 
traâors  willing  to  accept  of  affignats  at  any  price, 
they  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  clandeftinely 
îpfcribing  them  among  the  ftockholdcrs  in  the  tjre^t 
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Book  ;  and  that  they  created,  among  others,  /wa  hun^ 
dred  millions  of  new  infcriptions,  in  order  to'  pay  only: 
one  million  one  hundred  thotifand  livres  infpede  (44,000/^ 
fterling),   which  were  due  to  a  company  of  con- 
traélors  at  Havre  and  at  Genoa.  '  It  muft.be  remem- 
bered too,  that  this  lingular  tranfadlion  was  not  diJG- 
covered  or  denounced  by  Ramel  till  it  was  too  lato 
to  be  remedied,  the  greater  part  of  this  new  ftocfc 
having  been  very  fpeedily  brought  to  market  and 
transferred,  without  a  poflibility  of.  the  purchafers 
having  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  their  recent  and  ufurious 
origin  *. 

If  the  legiflative  body  treated  this  at  firft  as  a  mat- 
ter of  but  little  importance,  their  indifference  arofb 
from  the  hope  they  entertained  of  getting  this  new- 
flock  again  into  their  pofleffion,  and  cancelling  it 
together  with  the  old,  by  means  of  the  decree  au- 
thorizing the  purchafe  of  national  domains  with  the 
public  flocks,  as  the  land-tax  has  been  bought  up  in 
England  ;  but  as  a  part  of  the  purchafe-money  was 
to  be  received  in  fpccie,  very  few  purchafers  offered 
for  landed  eftates,  and  fcarcely  any  for  the  houfes 
fituated  in  towns,  which,  as  they  were  daily  falling 
to  decay,  coft  much  more  in  repairs  than  they 
produced  in  rent.  This  was  what  induced  Camba- 
ceres  to  propofe,  that  all  thcfe  buildings  fliould  im- 
mediately be  put  up  to  fale,  and  that  the  whole  of 
the    purchafe-money  Ihould  be  paid  in  infcriptions. 

*  See  VHiftoire  de  V Adminiftratîm  des  Finances  de  la  République 
Françaife  pendant  V Annie  1796,  p.  109  and  iio,  containing  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  tranfki^ion,  and  Thibaut's  jufHfication  of  it.  He 
laid,  "  We  had  no  money  to  give,  we  could  hot  lavifli  affignats^  and 
therefore  we  gave  infcrijitiwu  iii  the  Great  Book." 
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**  The  national  houfes  in  the  hands  of  the  natîon,**  faid 
lie,  "  are  an  abfolute  burden  ;  for  they  deprive  it  of  the 
mobiliary  tax  and  of  the  duties  on  fales  and  transfers.  - 
Their  produce  can  tiever  eqtial  the  expenfes  of  keeping 
them  upy  or  balance  the  chances  of  their  decay/' 
Cambacères  then  dilated  on  the  double  advantage  of 
thus  getting  rid  of  a  property,  which  he  reprefcnted 
^as  exfmguijhedy  and  proportionally  diminîfliing  the  . 
amount  of  the  national  debt,  of  which  the  burden  wm 
Jo  heavy.  He  added,  Thus  will  the  Great  Book  he 
purged  of  all  the  new  infcriptions  with  which  its  fag^s 
have  been  fidlied. 

However  feducing  this  idea  might  appear,  Thibau- 
deau  perceiveâ  the  fnare  with  his  accu domed  perfpi- 
cacity  :  "  I  know,"  faid  he,  *'  that  whatever  is  ma- 
naged by  a  nation  is  ill  adminiftered,  and  what  has 
been  faid  of  houfes  applies  alfo  to  all  the  national  do'^ 
mains  ;  but  this  is  not  a  fufficient  reafon  for  inçonfi- 
derately  putting  them  all  up  to  fale  to  the  firfl  who 
will  bid  any  thing  for  them,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
getting  rid  of  them — No  purchafers  are  to  be  found^ 
it  feenis!  And  is  it  by  ingenuoufly  making  this  declar 
ration  that  it  is  expedled  to  find  them  ?  Is  not  this 
aeclaring,  in  other  words,  that  they  will  be  fold  for 
little  or  nothing  ?'* 

This  was  clearly  infinuating  the  expediency  of 
refloring  them  ^  and  I  muft  do  Saint- Aubin  the  juf- 
tice  to  ftate,  that  although  he  afterwards  became  the 
defender  of  this  new  mode  of  fale,  he  endeavoured 
to  prevent  it  by  a  publicatipn,  wherein  he  aflèrted, 
**  that  even  thei^  decay  of  the  pational  domains  le4 
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the  xnoft  enlightened  and  upright  of  the  departinentaf 
adipiniftratioxis  to  adopt  an  opinion,  that  if  the  jiation 
could  not  difpofe  of  them  at  ^ny  price,  they  opight 
literally  to  give  them  away  rather  tb^n  ke^  them  ; 
that  the  lofs  a^ifing  from  the  fequeftration  of  the 
property  of  above  40,000  individuals  is  fo  great>  that 
noUiing  but  a  mania  to  deftroy,  and  a  furor  to  op- 
prefs,  could  prevent  the  immediate  erqfiire  vf  at  leqftr 
four  fifths  of  the  number ^  who  are  evidently  imio^entr 
ppe  of -the  legifl^tors,  who  then  poflfeffed  the  g^eateft 
influence  (Thibaut),  fearing,  no  doubt,  that  the  ex- 
pediency of  thefe  er^fures  fliould  be  difcuffed,  vvas 
anxious  to  difluade  his  accomjdices  from  it  by  ikying, 
**  Muft  I  then  at  laft  declare  the  whole  truth  B 
Yes  ;  we  mufi.  force  the  emigrants  t&  fleep  in  theftreets^ 
and  take  from  them  all  hopes  of  returning.^\ 

This  however  was  not  the  whole  truth  \  no,  it  wa^. 
as  follows  :  This  fame  Thibaut,  who  thus  appeared  to 
^eak  the  language  of  hiç  heart,  was  at  the  bead  of 
affairs  at  the  time  when  the  one  million  one  hundred 
ihoufand  livres  due  to  the  contraâors  at  Havre  were 
fettled  for,  by  infcribing  them  in  the  Great  BooIl  as  two 
hundred  millions  of  capital  received,  and  ten  millions 
annual  intereft*  He  was  from  time  to  time  reproached 
with  the  ruinous  terms  of  this  bargain  ;  and  as  he 
:6[attered  himfelf,  that  by  offering  the  national  houfes 
in  exchange  for  the  infcriptions,  the  claims  with  whieh 
he  hsidfullied  the  pages  of  the  Great  Book  might  be 
effaced,  he  made  a  particular  point  of  thus  oblite- 
rating that  tranfaétion. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  glittering  hopes  which  he 
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iBind  his  party  founcbi  on  ihis  exchange.  Although 
the  minifler  Ramel  efiimateà  the  probable  produce  of 
the  houfes  Jituated  in  towtis  at  only  400  millions,  the 
committee  of  finances  ailerted^  that  '*  this  efiimate 
appeared  \q  them  helow  the  |>rice  they  ought  to  expert 
from  the  conipetitions  at  the  auélions."  Mention 
has  been  made,''  added  Craflbus,  ^^  of  uninhahitahle 
buildings;  but  I  iky  they  are  merdy  uninhabited i 
that  at  the  prefent  price  of  infcriptions  '^^  the  fale  of 
^hem  may  obliterate  from  the  Great  Book^  ftock  to  the 
amount  of  a  milliard  ;  and  that  France  may  perhaps 
thus  fee  half  her  debt  extinguifhed."  This  brilliant 
prbij)e(St  removed  all  their  fcruples,  and  the  decree 
of  redemption  was  confidentially  fan<5):ioned  by  the 
Elders  on  the  29th  March  17971,  ^^  confeqaence  of 
the  following  pbfervation  of  Clauzell  :  "  It  has' been 
iaid  the  public  treafury  is  in  want  of  money  :  agreed  ; 
but  what  does  the  prefent  rent  of  your  houfes  pro- 
duce ?  Two  millions,  a  year,  which  are  Scarcely  fufficient 
to  repair  them.  Thefe  feles  will  alfo  cancel  above  a 
milliard  of  national  debt,  and  at  the  fame  time  enable 
you  to  afford  relief  to  the  flockholders/' 

Before  we  come  to  the  brilliant  produce  of  the  fales, 
it  is  important  to  obferve,  that,  in  order  to  induce  all 
the  holders  of  new  infcriptions  to  attend  them,  the 
Direilory  took  particular  care  to  announce  by  a  mef. 
iàge,  "  that  it  was  of  the  utmofi:  importance  that 

*  The  fnarht-price  of  the  infcriptions  was  then  about  ten/«'  cent,  ; 
and  therefore,  as  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  profpett  of  can- 
celling a  milliard  by  the  fale  of  thefe  edifices,  it  appears  they  pro- 
ceeded on  a  fuppofition,  that  they  preferred  a  real  value  in  the  public 
opinion  of  about  zoo  miUioAS. 
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they  Ihould  go  thither  in  crowds  ;  and  that  none  but 
thofè  who  did  not  contribute  to  thefe  faJutary  fales  of 
the  national  domains  need  to  fear  revisions  and 
liquidations''  (or  red  unions). 

So  anxious  were  they  to  withdraw  thefe  înfcriptîons 
from  circulation,   that  the  fales  immediately  com- 
menced throughout  France,  and  particularly  in  tlic 
department  of  the  Seine,  in  which  two  thirds  of  the 
confifcated  town  eftates  were  fituated.     After  Xh^y 
had  thus  fold,  during  four  full  months,  thofe  lotsr 
which,  being  lefs  damaged  than  the  reft,  more  eafily 
found  purchafers,  and  when  no  more  bidders  of- 
fered, the  committee  appointed  to  declare  the  total 
produce  of  the  fales  announced,  on  the  30th  July, 
that  only  eight  millions  of  infcriptiom  had  been  can* 
celled  *.     Now,  as  fomewhat  above  half  this  furrr  ^ 
had  been  received  for  landed  eftates,  it  appears  that 
the  innumerable  fuperb  edifices  fold  by  auction  during 
that  interval,  were  fold  for  lefs  than  foi^  millions  of 
national  paper,  and  thus  only  ferved  to  recover  one 
fiftieth  of  the  aoo  millions  created  for  the  pa3^ment 
of  the  one  million  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  due  to 
the  contraélors  of  Havre.     Hence,   by  faking  one 
fiftieth  of  the  goods  furniflied,    6r  of  their  corre- 
fponding  claims,  we  arrive  at  an  arithmetical  demon- 
ftration,  that  for  an   effeéiive  capital  of  twenty-two- 
thoufand  livres  (or  the  paltry  fum  of  880/.  fterling),  the 
republic  has  alienated  the  palaces,  hotels,  convents, 
and  other  edifices,   which,   according  to   Clauaell, 

■   ■■'■'     ^    '     ■  ■  ■  »  '    '■    ...  .1 ^  I ■■  II  ij  ■»  ■'■«_ 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  3d  Aiiguft  1797. 
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produced  an  annual  income  of  two  millions  at  the  time 
when  they  were  put  up  to  fale,  and  no  doubt  yielded 
more  than  ien  before  the  revolution  *. 

It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  thefe  buildings  have 
pot  all  been  actually  fold,  and  that  a  confiderable 
number  have  been  abandoned  to  the  creditors  of  the. 

*  If  the  buyers  were  really  obliged  to  purchafe  the  tnfcripttons 
at  the  ih.rii  market-price,  thefe  four,  millions  would  coft  them 
400,000  livres,  they  being  at  \o  hsr  cent,  although,  in  faét,  the  re- 
public has  only  deceived  22,000. 

I  particularly  recommend  it  to  the  author  of  the  AntUçte  au  Gmgrir 
de  Rajiadt  to  refleâ  on  this'faét,  on  which  perhaps  I  ftiould  have 
been  lefs  prolix,  had  not  that  writer,  in  the  fervour  of  his  zeal,  urged 
all  the  coalefced  powers  to  feize,  as  the  beji  means  of  def&ice^  thoft 
church  lands,  of  which  the  fecurity  has  already  been  rendered  too  pre'* 
emious  by  the  writings  ^ philo/ôphers.  Another  piece  of  advice  g^ven 
by  this  writer  to  the  princes  of  Europe  is  far  more  baneful,  becaufe 
it  is  of  a  nature  calculated  one  day  to  obtain  partilkns  in  France,  It 
is  as  follows . 

"  Some  refources  will  yet  be  found,  both  of  money  and  opinion^  in 
revolutionary  cmfifcations — yes,  I  repeat  it,  in  cmfifcations, — The  revolu- 
tion \k2&nourifi€d  itfelf  by  confifcations.  It  has  thrown  the  world  into 
confufion  by  confifcations.  Wherever  the  revolution  exifts,  pro- 
perty gives  way  to  confifcation.  It  has  maflacred  to  confifcate,  and 
it  confifcates  to  maflacre.  In  this  ive  muji  imitate  it^  and  we  tnuft 
oppofe  confifcations  to  confifcations  ;  but  let  them  be  the  confifca- 
tions of  juftice,  oppofed  to  thofe  of  iniquity  ;  thofe  which  repair  the 
injury  done  to  property^  to  thofe  which  are  fubverfive  both  of  property 
and  of  fociety  ;  thofe  which  are  profitable  tg  the  fate,  to  thofe  which 
have  only  benefited  the  public  bloodfuckers^  and  the  tricoloured 
vultures. — The  revolutionifts  ought  to  learn,  at  their  own  expenfe, 
that  every  thing  has  its  limits,  and  that  there  exlfls  fuch  a  law  as  that 
of  reprifaUr 

I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  enlightened  mind  of  the  un- 
fortunate prince,  for  whofe  rcfloration  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors 
the  French  nation  are  now  fiching  in  fecret,  to  believe  it  poffible 
he  fhould  wifh  to  feat  and  eftablilh  himfelf  upon  it  by  means  of 
cof^fcations.  Sooner  or  later  he  will  recover  his  lawful  crown  ;  but 
when  that  event  takes  place,  ihould  he  unfortunately  liften  to  minify 
ters,  who  mav  be  fo  fhort-fighted  as  to  recommend  an  appeal  to 
the  law  of  repnfalsy  and  to  think  the  revolution  ought  to  be  imitated; 
were  liC  to  permit  the  patrimonial  eftate  of  a  fingle  republican  to  be 
fold,  there  will  be  no  poffibility  of  refloring  the  finances  :  and  yet 
without  rcftoriiig  them  there  will  be  neither  fecurity  for  the  people 
nor  repofe  for  their  monarch.  It  is  but  on  this  bâfîs  of  property  that 
his  throne  can  be  çflablifhed. 
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ftate.  This  is  true.  But  the  ncceflity  of  thus  getting 
rid  of  the  refufe  of  the  buildings  that  could  not  find 
purchafers  even  for  the  mere  value  of  the  inaterials, 
places  in  a  llronger  light  the  impoffibility  of  recurring 
to  the  fyilem  of  expropriations,  and  its  ruinous  efie<5ls 
pn  the  government  that  adopts  it. 

Yet  it  is  after  this  récent  tranfa6lion,  fo  worthy  to 
be  confidered  as  an  aera  in  the  faûi  of  this  govern- 
ment of  plunderers,  that  it  is  feared  they  fhould  dif- 
cover  new  fources  of  produélive  confifcation  !  I  can 
freely  aflert,  that  it  is  not  the  ihame  of  the  crime,  that 
prevents  it  ;  it  is  the  experience  that,  as  foon  as  they 
touch  real  property,  that  property  fhrinks  into  in^ 
ftantaneous  ruin  ;  that  if  s  produce  never  equals  the  ex* 
fenfes  of  keeping  it  in  repair  ;  and  that  in  the  end  they 
are  obliged  to  put  up  thefe  eflates  inconfiderately  totale, 
ancj  to  the  firft  bidder,  merely  through  the  necejjity  of 
getting  rid  of  them.  This  the  fucceffors  of  Robefpierre 
well  know,  and  tremble  at  the  faft  ;  and  if,  when 
they  again  raifed  the  iron  fceptre  of  terror,  they  have 
not  once  more  dragged  the  landholders  to  the  l^Jace 
de  la  Revolution^  (.^et  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,)  it  is 
becaufe  they  have  had  too  many  melancholy  proofs 
that  it  is  irapoffible  again  to  coin  money  there  ;  and 
becaufe,  iince  the  plate  for,  the  ailignats  has  been 
broken,  they  can  neither  purfuc  the  fteps  of  their 
mafler,  nor  fupply  and  nowijh  the  public  treaiury  by 
feeding  the  fcafFolds, 

But  as  arguments  are  nugatory,  unlefs  fiipportcd 
by  fadls,  I  will  relate  one  whicb  is  more  conclufive 
than  any  yet  ftated.  Since  the  fall  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation, which  has  left  the  Dircélory  the  moft^e*' 
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vourîng  ncceflîtieâ  to  encounter,  they  hâve  hot  only 
abflained  from  any  farther  confifcations  of  real  pro- 
perty, but  have  alfo  relaxed  as  much  as  poflible  from 
the  right  conferred  by  the  law  of  the  9th  Floréal  m 
the  year  iii.  to  demand  from  the  emigrated  families 
(to  be  delivered  up  without  delay)  the  inheritance 
which  would  eventually  have  come  to  them  after  the 
death  of  their  children  and  heirs.  And  to  what  can 
we  attribute  fo  much  apparent  moderation  ?  Doubtlefi 
to  their  perceiving,  that  by  precluding  thefe  families 
from  the  poflibility  of  felling  even  that  portion  of 
their  efiates  of  which  they  are  allowed  to  retain  pof- 
feffion,  this  impolitic  decree  has  deprived  the  treafury 
of  confiderablc  duties  ariling  from  the  transfer  of 
property.  Cambacères  was  the  firft  who  perceived 
and  pointed  out  the  magnitude  of  this  lofs,  by  obr 
ferving,  that  the  real  eftates  in  the  hands  of  the  nation 
deprive  it  of  the  duties  of  enrdmmt  levied  on  each 
tramfer. 

This  cîrcumôance  is  very  confolatory  ;  but  what  is 
much  more.  fo,.  immediately  after  the  triumph  of  the 
i:Wh  FrucSidor,  the  Diredory  themfelves  rejeâed  the 
offer  made  them  of  all  the  lands  of  the  nobility. 

Every  one  who  has  watched  the  progrefs  of  this 
laft  revolution,  muft  remember,  that  its  obje6t  was 
to  regenerate  the  finances  i  and  that,  in  order  to  reftorc 
them  as  Ipeedily  as  poflible,  fome  of  the  viâ:oriou$ 
party  propofed  to  confifcate  all  the  real  property  of 
the  nobility,  who  had  not  emigrated,  and  to  baniih 
them  to  fifty  leagues  beyond  the  frontiers.  Thi^  grand 
fifcal  projeél  far  exceeded  all  thofe  of  Robefpierre, 
who  never  bad  an  idea  of  profbribing  the  ex-nobks 
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in  a  mafs,  în  order  to  plunder  them  in  a  mafi.  tte 
limited  his  meafure  of  general  lafety  to  ordering  them 
not  to  go  within  ten  leagues  of  t]3e  great  towns.  But 
this  new  difcovery  was  referved  for  that  great  philofo- 
pher 'Sieyes,  who,  at  the  commencement  of  his  revolu- 
tionary career,  fo  energetically  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
the  clergy  and  their  tiihes  ;  and  who,  indignant  at  not 
having  fucceeded  in  preventing  this  firft  Ipoliation, 
let  fall  that  fevere  farcafm,  cafling  at  the  fame  time 
a  look  of  contempt  at  his  colleagues  :  M<fy  are  dejirous 
to  he  free  y  and  know  not  to  he  jufi! 

But  when  this  hypocrite  perceived  that  nothing 
was  to  be  got  by  thus  preaching  up  juftice,  he  fbon 
changed  his  tone,  and  was  efleemed  by  his  aflbciates 
another  Cato,  by  conftantly  and  fententioufly  aflert- 
ing,  that  as  long  as  there  are  any  nobles  in  France  there 
will  he  a  nohility.  This  maxim  may  be  conlidered  as 
the  germ  of  the  motion  juft  mentioned  ;  for  no  fooner 
was  the  vi6lory  of  the  i8th  Frudlidor  decided,  than 
tills  champion  of  ûiq  Tiers  état  again  came  out  of 
his  hole  to  propofe  a  committee,  of  which  he  was 
himfelf  a  member,  to  prefent  a  report  on  the  mea- 
fures  to  be  adopted  for  the  extînâiori  of  the  nobility 
in  France. 

Although  it  was  Boulay  that  read  this  report,  every 
one  perceived  that  it  was  the  language  and  ftyle  of 
the  Abbé  Sieyes,  were  it  but  for  his  frequent  appeals 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  It  began  with 
obferving,  that  "  the  true  nobles  having  been  ftripped 
of  their  privileges,  and  of  all  that  compofed  their 
moral  exifience,  and  this  by  the  republic  y  fo  far  from 
being  able  to  love  it,  or  even  to  contemplate  it  with 
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"«difference,  they  muft  neceffarily  deteft  it,  together 
wiâi  its  founders  and  partifans,  and  confequently  be 
uniformly  endeavouring  to  effect  the  deitrudtion  of 
the  one  and  the  extermination  of  the  other.  This  wc 
confidently  aflert/'  added  the  committee,  "  and  wc 
have  no  apprehenfion  that  we  can  be  deceived,  for 
we'  argue  from  a  knowledge  of  the  human  heart** 

After  this  exordium,  they  demanded  the  immediate 
expulfion  of  the  ex-nobleà,  propofing,  "  that  all  their 
cftates  Ihould  be  fqld,  and  the  produce,  dedudmg  an 
indemnity  for  the  expen/es  of  the  war,  remitted  to  them 
in  commodities  of  French  manufacture,  after  they 
had  evacuated  the  territory  of  the  republic." 

The  writer  of  this  report  omitted  no  exertions  to 
difplay  the  advantages  of  this  grand  meafure  of  le* 
giflation  :  "  A  kind  of  prejudice^'*  faid  he,  "  ilill 
exifts  in  favour  of  the  nobles  of  that  cai^,  which  has 
great, weight  with  the  vulgar. — How  then  can  we 
get  rid  of  them  ?  There  are  but  two  methods  ;  either 
to  exterminate,  or  to  expel  them.  They  would  exter- 
minate lis  if  they  had  us  in  their  power,*  but  we  will 
only  expel  them  ;  for  that  is  fujficient  for  our  purpofe  ; 
and  in  fadl,  it  is  the  only  meafure  that  it  is  expedient 
to  adopt. — ^While  expelling  the  high  nobility,  we  do 
not  indeed  confifcate  their  eflates;  we  think  they 
ought  to  be  fold,  and  the  price  given  to  them  on 
two  conditions:  ifl..  That  it  fhall  be  converted  into 
commodities  of  French  manufadure.  ad.  That  an  ^ 
indemnity  fhall  be  retained  for  the  expenfes  of  the  wai. 
f— Nor  fliould  the  produce  be  remitted  till  fuificient 
proofs  are  received  of  their  arrival  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, at  a  difl^nce  of  at  leaft  fifty  leagues  from  the. 


(    368    ) 

frontiers  of  the  republic.    From  this  day  (the  i6t>i 
Oâobcr  1797)  thefe  eftates  will  remain  in  the  iStanJs 
of  the  nation^ — ^What  do  we  gain  by  this  meafbre  ? 
The  exportation  of  an  enormous  cargo  of  all  forts  of 
yices,   and  the  banifhment  of  a  dreadful  mais  of 
political  and  moral  corruption.    This  is  the  real  truPh. 
We  alk.  Would  it  be  expedient  for  men  of  common 
fenfe,  who  arc  friends  to  their  country,  and  republi- 
cans^ to  be  moved  and  affeâed^  and  to  ihed  tears  at 
fuch  an  expulfion  ?'* 

At  this  paflage  the  Deputy  Serres  could  not  help 
interrupting  the  report,  by  crying  out,  that  he  dif- 
covered  in  it  the  mofi  horrid  tyranny  that  had  ever  op* 
prejffed  mankind.  I  difcover  in  it,  added  he,  the  exe-^ 
crable  genius  of  Rohefpierre. 

The  acolyths  of  the  Abbé  were  flruck  dumb  at 
hearing  this  free  language  only  four  weeks  after  the 
banifliment  of  fifty-two  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; 
but  having  learnt  on  all  lidesj  that  notwithflanding 
the  great  renown  of  the  chief,  under  whofe  banners 
they  had  enlifted,  his  propofaL  was  not  reliihed  either 
by  the  Direâory  or  the  Jacobins,  they  immediately 
withdrew  it,  bitterly  complaining  that  it  had  been  fo 
much  mifunderftbod  and  mifinterpreted.  *^  It  has 
been  pretended,  that  this  icheme  would  have  been 
an  attack  on  property,  that  it  would  have  plundered 
not  only  the  perfons  expelled,  but  their  creditors. 
This  reproach  is  falfe,*  faid  the  reporter  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  *^  we  know  that  property  is  one  of  the  moft 
ellential  foundations  of  fociety.  It  was  not  as  men 
oi  property  y  but  as  nobles,  incompatible  with  and  dan- 
gerous to  our  exiftence^  that  they  were  to  be  ex:* 
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^llèd. — ^Your  committee  were  aware,  however,  that 
this  meafure  would  for  the  prefent  occàlîon  an  ex- 
portation of  fpécie,  were  it  but  for  the  price  of  the 
furniture  and  pcrfonal  property  the  exiles  might 
convert  into  money.  Our  fyftem,  therefore,  was  re- 
duced  to  expelling  thofe  of  the  higher  nobility  who 
had  not  emigrated,  and  who,  by  their  mere  exiftence 
on  the  territory  of  the  republic,  are  more  dangerous 
than  thofe  who  have,"  &c.  ' 

This  extrait  fufficiently  demonfirates,  that  the 
whole  fyjteni  of  the  high-prieft  of  jacobinifm  was 
reduced  to  imputing  to  the  nobles  as  a  crime  their 
obedience  to  that  law  which  conftituted  it  a  crime  to 
quit  the  territory  of  Prance.  In  îhort,  the  effence 
of  his  report  may  be  reduced  to  this  : 

Ei  fi  vous  n'en  fortiez,  vous  en  deviez  fordr. 

But  ïf  his  metaphyfîcal  arguments  did  not  in  this 
inftance  fûcceed,  and  if  the  propqfition  was  rejedled 
>;vithout  even  being  fent  to  the  Council  of  Elders, 
we  muft  by  no  means  attribute  this  to  the  ju  ft  ice  or 
moderation  of  the  legiflative  body.  The  parties  who 
were  thus  threatened  with  deftrudlion  owed  their 
fàfety  to  very  different  caufes,  and  particularly  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  in  the  Fauxbodrgs  of  Paris, 
who  openly  declared  in  their  favour.  Nor  ought  we 
to  be  furprifed  at  this  after  feven  years  of  privations 
and  of  mifery,  which  taught  them  that  the  poor  and. 
the  indufl:rious  are  deftitute  of  work  from  the  moment 
when  the  rich  are  forced,  as  Bailleul  has  expreffed 
it,  to  wear  the  uniform  of  mediocrity.  Incredible  as 
it  may  appear,  one  of  the  moft  ferocious  Jacobins  * 
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endeavoured  to  render  hitnfelf  popular  by  repelling 
with  indignation  the  idea  of  the  fpoliation  propofed. 
*^  Who  is  this  curator-general^'''  faid  the  Deputy  Poul- 
tier,  in  his  Journal,  **  who  would  employ  twenty 
thoufand  fubaltern  agents,  by  whom  the  produce  of 
the  fales  would  be  confumed  in  expenfes  of  ma- 
nagement and  in  peculation?  What  would  be  left 
for  the  unfortunate  proprietors  but  mifery,  degrada- 
tion, and  defpair  ?  You  >yill  fend  them,  you  fay, 
fomc  national  merchandife  !  Alas  !  what  an  atrocious 
pleqfantry  /'* 

But  the  atrocity  of  this  plea/antry  would  not  have 
withheld  the  Dircdlory  from  putting  it  in  force,  had 
it  been  poflible  to  point  put  a  method  of  preventing 
the  value  of  the  confifcated  lands  from  vanifhing  at 
the  moment  of  feizure,  or  (which  was  no  lefs  diffi- 
cult) of  emitting'  fome  new  fpecies  of  paper,  fome 
fi6litio,us  circulating  medium,  without  the  aid  of 
which,  the  purfes  of  the  bidders  being  abfolutely 
empty  ^  the  putting  the  lands  up  to  fale  would  be  totally 
ufelefs.  What  do  I  fay  ?  The  Direâory  would  have 
had  to  flruggle.  againft  a  much  more  infurmountable 
obftacle — the  general  oppofitionofthe  unexiled  French 
citizens,  whofe  fortunes  are  placed  out  in  mortgages 
on  the  eftates  of  the  nobles  propofed  to  be  plundered. 
To  calculate  the  whole  force  of  this  new  obfl^cle,  we 
ihuft  not  forget,  ifl.  That  the  lands  and  houfes  al- 
ready taken  from  the  royalifts  were  charged  with  a 
debt  to  the  republicans  of  a  milliard  ;  and  that,  after 
having  fold  them,  or  rather  given  them  away,  the 
nation,  who  had  imprudently  taken  that  debt  upon  it/elf ^ 
réimbudied  this  body  of  creditors^  by  ûiOl  inferibing 
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them  for  that  fum  in  the  Great  Boole,  arid  thereby, 
cancelling  two  thirds  of  thefe  infcriptions,  an4  laftly 
by  declaring  that  it  is  impoffiblç  for  them  to  pay  the. 
intereft  of  the  remaining  confolidated  third,  otherwife 
than  in  hons-  In  a  word,  fuch  is  now  the  fate  of  thèfe 
republican  creditors,  who  were  the  other  day  advo- 
cates for  confifcation,  that  the  value  of  their  new 
claims  on  the  flate  does  not  amount  (even  in  princi- 
pal) to  as  much  as  the  fifty  millions  of  intereft  which 
Ibe  emigrants  T)wed  and  paid  them.  Is  it  not  evi- 
dent then,  that  T  did  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  trutli 
\vhen,  four  years  ago,  I  aflerted  ih?ii  while  they 
ihought  to  roh  their  enemies ^  they  were  in  faSt  robbing 
themfeheSy  and  "were  deceived  in  imagining  the  nation 
^ould , pay  off  their  mortgages? 

Certainly  when  I  hazarded  this  prediflion,  I  was 
far  from  fufpeéling  a  fa6t,  the  confeffion  of  which 
has  been  extorted  from  the  plunderers  by  the  urgency 
of  affairs.  If  we  believe  them,  the  nobility  that  have 
emigrated  were  fo  émbarraflèd  with  debts,  that  eVen 
had  their  cftates  been  fold  at  their  former  prices,  it  is 
xîoubtftil  whether  the  produce  would  have  covered 
their  mortgages.  *^  It  is  ftill  j^roblematicaïy'  faid 
Lecouteulx,  in  the  fitting  çf  the  20th  July  1798, 
*^  w!hether  the  confifcated  eftates  of  the  emigrants 
'amount J  according  to  their,  value  in  1790,  to  the 
aggregate  of  their  debts.  It  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  burden  of  thefe  corififcations  of  property  will 
ultimately  fall  on  the  creditors  of  the  proprietors." 

It  can  hardly  be  conceived  how  Lecouteulx  could 
fuggeft  fuch  fears  under  the  mpdeft  form  of  a  pro* 
Hem  ;  fince,  if  the  debts  of  the  emigrants  were  al- 
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moft  equal  to  the  value  of  their  cflatcs,  at  the  time 
when  they  fold  for  thirty  years'  purchafe,  they  inuft 
then  have  confiderably  exceeded  it,  fince  thefe  eflatc» 
have  fallen  in  value  fo  much  that  the  hotels  and 
palaces  for  which  the  republic  received  twenty-two 
thoîifand  livres^  were  perhaps  charged  with  twenty-* 
two  millions  in  mortgages,  before  the  proprietors  were 
put  to  flight. 

This  then  is  the  fummary  of  the  infurmount- 
able  obftacles  which  oppofe  the  revival  of  this 
kind  of  confifcation  ;  namely,  that  the  treafury 
have  gained  infinitely  Icfs^han  the  republican  cre- 
ditors of  the  emigrants  have  loft'*  ;  that  in  feizing 

*  It  is  fcarcèly  neccflary  to  fay,  that  the  ftatement  of  Lecoutculx 
was  an  exaggeration  evidently  intended  to  divert  the  compaffion  of 
the  people  from  the  emigrants  to  their  creditors^  and  to  make  them 
believe,  that  all  the  luxury  the  nobility  formerly  difplayed,  was 
the  effeft  of  court  favour,  and  confequently  fprang  fr^m  the  fwcat 
of  the  poor.  But  the  documents  relative  to  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  confifcated  lands  are  hitherto  fo  incomplete,  that  Lecouteulx 
could  not  îiddttçe  any  fe6t  in  fupport  of  his  ftrange  alTertion,  and 
therefore  he  was  careful  to  fugged .  it  merely  in  the  form  of  a 
problem,  s 

.    After  baying  inveiligated,  with  the  ^eateft  attention^  every  thing 
that  has  been  written  on  the  fubje^l,  the  refult,  which  I  can  with , 
fome  confidence  prefent  to  the  public,  though  merely  as  a  conjectures 
is  as  follows  ; 

The  confifcated  eftates  taken  from  the  clergy,  the  crown,  the 
princes,  çoliegeà^  hofpitals,  federalifts,  and  other  individuals,  whe- 
ther emigrants  or  nut,  formed  a  third,  or  at  leail  a  fourth,  of  all  that 
clafs  of  property,  and  produced  to  their  lawful  poflcflbrs  a  net 
annual  revenue  of  above  300  millions  ;  about  one  iixtb  of  .which 
confifted  in  feudal  rights,  ground-rents,  &:c. 

This  net  revenue  of  300  million»,  valued  at  tWenty-eight  or  thirty 
years'  purchafe,  reprefented  a  capital,  before  the  revolution,  of  eight 
or  nine  milliards. 

But  thefe  confifcated  eftatçs  were  charged  with  a  debt  of  aboirt 
two  milliards,  near  teilf  of  which  was  mortgaged  to  thofe  of  the 
French  who  emigrated,  and  the  other  half  to  thofe  who  remained 
under  the  jurifdiSion  of  the  republic.  Jobannot  ailerted,  that  a 
millicn  of  individuals  had  declared  themfelvés  creditors  of  the  en\i- 
grants  ;  and  fcveral  otficial  reports  prove  that  their  claims  amount  t(f 
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their  prey,  they  reduced  thofc  who  pay  their  taxesj? 
to  a  ftate  of  mifery  ;  that  new  expropriations  caufing 
a  ftill  greater  fall  in  the  price  of  land,,  would  dimi-^ 
nifti  the  produce  of  the  duties  on  transfers  ;  that  after 
fix  years'  experience  ..they  have  found  confifcated 
eflates  are  to  them  of  no. real  value  ;  and  laftly,  thofe 
whiph.  they  cannot  fell  at  any  price,  and  which  con- 
tinuç,  under  the  adminiftfàtion  of  their  agents  and 
commiffioners,  produce  much  lefs  to  the  iiato 
than  thofe  which  have  been  left  in  the  poffef- 
iionof  the  nobility.  ^A  tbouiand  times  have  they 
Jepented  of  thus  depriving  themfelves  of  the  re-- 
gular  tribute  they  would  have  derived  from  the 
lawful  proprietors,  had  they,,  with  a  more  enlighU 
ened  :avidity,  followed  the  example  of  Cromwell, 
who  left  the  Englilh,  royal ifts  in  poffeffion  of  their 
cftat|5s,  to  prevent  them  from  being  deteriorated  and 
ruined,  and  impofed, every  year  confiderable  fines  or 

a  capital  of  a  milliard,  and  the  annual  intereft  to  fi/ty  millions,  one 
////V^  of  which  the  flate  now  pays  them  in  lorn. 

ConfiderijBg  the  enormous  deterioration  pf  the  confifcated  eftates 
from  the  moment  they  were  feized  upon,  and  the  feudal  rights  fup- 
prefTed,'  there  5s  every  reafon  to  believe  that  at  the  time  of  fale  their 
net  income  was;  reduced  to  one  half. 

We  may,  without  any  rifle  of  exaggeration,  aflèrt,  that  the  bulk 
of  confifcated  eftates  within  the  ancient  limits  of  France,  did  not  ^ell 
for  more  than  two  years*  purchafe  of  their  irrcbmes  thus  reduced, 
and  that  in  faâ:  the  ftate  did  not  receive  for  them  more  than  300 
millions  mjfiecie. 

Notwithltanding  fo  fmall  a  fum  has  been  received  for  them  of  ' 
the  purcliafers,  yet  it  is  true  this  grand  fpoliation  has  produced  about 
five  milliards  effefim  value*  We  muft  not  however  forget  that  it  was 
from  the  paper  circulation  that  this  immenfe  fubfidy  was  derived,  and 
that  it  is  not  the  purchaferi  of  confifcated  lands  that  have  facrificed  > 
tiiat  jimount.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  the  only  parties  who  have 
gained  by  the  depreciation  of  the  affignats,  which  fell  fo  much  the 
heavier  on  the  i:cft-of  the  nation.  This  laft  circumftance  explains 
the  dreadful  imppveri(hment  of  the  people,  efpecially  of  thofe  who 
having  abftakied  from  taking  part  in  this  national  plund^,  yet  werç 
Wuable  tp  avpid  çcçeivipg  thç  affignats.^ 
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fanfoms  on  the  poffeflbrs.  If  to  all  tfcefe  çircum-^ 
/ftances  we  add  the  certainty  of  the  Dire6lory,  that  on 
the  one  hand-  -they  can  no  longer  find  capitalifts  to 
purchafe  ;  and  that,  on  the  other,  the  conflfcated. 
eftates  would  bfc  four  times  as  1^1  uable;  were  they 
bût  half  as  ektfeniivc;  we  fliall  rcfadily  perceive  their 
motive  for  vblCrntarily  declaring  againft  all  new  con- 
f fcations,  and  eagerly  rejeftin^  the  illilfory  richesf 
ofiired  them*  by' the  Abbé  Sieyes.  - 

•  I  repeat  'itf  had  the  Direélory  been  blind  enough 
to  have  alteeypfed  this  new  plunder,  it  is  more  '  than 
doubtful  whether  all  their' power  and  authority,  com- 
bined with  tKatbf  both 'the  Councils,  could  have 
overcome  the  ^E>ppbfition  of  thofe  whofe  fortiiines 
v^ere  inveïlëd  iti  "tnorfgagfes  on  the  devoted  lands, 
and  who  are  now.awafe  that  on  them  would  uliimately 
full  all  ihehitrdtn  of  the  confif cation  of  the  efiates  of 
fhetr  debtors  1  As  the  families  who  began  by  being 
the  accomplices^  and  ended  by  being  the  dupes,  and 
viàims  of  tËi'e  former  confifcations,  will  no  longe^ 
lend  their  aid  to  the  plunderers;  as  in  feizing  the 
lands  of  the  nobility,  the  latter  can  no  longer  be  fe- 
conded  by.  the  tiers  //^/;  as  foon  as  thefe  auxiliaries  fail 
them^  it  becomes  almoft  impoflible  to  proceed  to 
new  confifcations,  even  if  they  had  not  abandoned 
that  fyflem  from  motives  of  felf-intereft. 

It  would  be  a  great  miftake  to  confider  as  a  mea- 
fure  of  finance  the  laft  decree,  confifcating  the  pro- 
perty of  thoife  among  the  exiles  who  do  not  appear 
in  perfon  to  receive  their  fentence,  or  who  fhall  find 
means  toefcape  from  the  noxious  fpot  to  which  they 
are  banifhed.  This  decree  was  thundered  out  in  a 
moment  of  rage  and  vexation,   on  hearing  of  the. 
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cfeape  of  Pichegru,  whofc  energy,  popularity,  and 
talents  are  more  dreaded  by  thé  regicides,  than  that 
of  all  the  vidlims  of  the  i8th  Fruiftidor  ;  he  being 
the  only  one  who  has  acquîreâ  a  reputation  free 
from  every  ftain,  in  that  revolutionary  drama,  which 
has  annihilated,  every  other  charaâer,  by  expofing  it 
to  the  twofold  crucible  of  profperity  and  adverfity. 

Hence  thofe  who  propofed  this  new  confifcation, 
were  far  from  intimating  that  the  revenue  vVould  de- 
rive the  fmalleft  advantage  from  it  ;  and  the  Deputy 
Rouchon,  who  fo  boldly  attacked  it,  did  not  even 
take  the  trouble  to  oppofe  it  in  this  point  of  view, 
which  he  would  not  have  failed  to  do,  had  hç  not 
been  certain  that  the  interefls  of  the  revenue;  were 
no  part  of  the  objedl  of  the  naeafure  *.     We  may  not 


*  After  having  declared  that  this  meafure  would  give  a  mortal 
blow  to  public  credit,  he  oppofed  it  by  arguments  of  a  very  differ- 
ent nature  ;  and  although  they  have  but  a  remote  analogy  with  the  fub- 
je^  of  which  we  are  treating,  yet  the  reader  will  feel  an  intereft  in 
contemplating  the  ftriking  contrail  afforded  by  the  manly  energy  of 
tliis  worthy  deputy,  and  the  debafing  paffîons  of  his  colleagues.  The 
following  is  the  queflion  he  addreffed  to  them  :  "  What  would  you 
think  of  a  legiflator  who  would  fay  to  a  man  condemned  to  die^ 
Come  to  the  guillotine  of  your  own  accord^  oryoujhall  be  put  on  the  rach^  and 
drawn  and  quartered?  Examine  the  records  of  hiflory,  and  you  will 
fee  that  no  tyrant,  «ot  even  Nero  or  Heliogabalus,  ever  had  ai^ 
idea  of  puniuiing  any  man  becaufe  he  did  not  come  to  demand 
execution  of  his  fentence.  What  then  fhall  we  fay  when  fuch  a 
propofition  is  accompanied  with  the  words  juflice^  humanity^  and 
clemency?  I  confefs  it  makes  my  hair  fland  oh  end.  It  is  ftriking 
the  poniard  into  their  bofoms,  with  the  Sardonic  grin  of  malice.  I 
demand  that  a  ftop  may  be  put  both  to  the  profcriptions  ai^d  their 
effeéts."  Here  the  Moniteur  fiâtes  that  many  of  the  members  mur- 
muredy  and  a  great  number  even  laughed.  "  Reprefentatives,"  faid 
Rouchon,  "  I  fhould  underftand  your  laugh  if  the  fubjedt  were  par- 
don :  I  underftand  it  not  when  the  fubjeél  is  punifhment." 

This  deputy  returned  to  the  charge  three  days  after,  and  fo  flre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  this  fyflem  of  progfeffive  and  accumulative  pu«^ 
nifliment,  that  Bailleul  and  his  fatellites  knew  not  what  to  reply.  ' 
After  a  n^pment  of  filençe,  Rouchon  cafl  his  eyes  around,  anci  ob? 
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'  only  defy  the  Direftory  to  derive  i  qo,ooo  ecus  from 
all  the  real  ef^ates  of  the  perfons  exiled  on  the 
1 8th  Frudlidor;  but  we  may  even  be  certain  they 
will  lofe  infinitely  more,  were  it  merely  that  every 
raeafure  which  depreciates  the  value  of  land,  equally 
diminifhes  the  produce  of  the  important  duties  levied 
on  fales  and  fucceflions,  and  which  alone  conftitutc 
nearly  a  fourth  part  of  their  ordinary  revenues.  As 
to  the  lands  already  confifcated  and  fold,  their  de- 
preciation feems  to  have  been  coniidcrably  incres^fed 
in  confequence  of  the  lafl  decree  ;  for  in  the  fitting 
of  the  firft  of  December,  the  Deputy  Fauvel  moved, 
^'  That  it  be  prohibited  to  make  any  di/iinéïiony  in  the 
adverttjemejits  for  fale^hetwccn tiaSional 3.nd patrimonial 
property  ;  a  difference  which  ought  never  to  be  fo 
much  as  named  among  the  true  friends  of  liberty," 

REQUISITIONS    IN    KIND. 

The  internal  ftate  of  France  is  fo  little  known,, 
and  its  changes  are'  fo  rapid,  that  many  perfons  ima- 
gine that  if  the  Directory  fufFer  the  proprietors  of 
land  to  retain  poflTeffion  of  their  eftates,  it  is  merely 
for  the  fake  of  feizing  more  abundant  crop§  upon 
them  whenever  they  think  proper,  and  becaufe  re- 
quifftions  in  kind  are  now  as  productive  to  the  revcr 
nue  as  fequefl:rations  were  formerly. 

It  is  however  an  eflablifhed  fa6l,  that  fince  the 


fcrving  every  countenance  inexorable,  cried  out  in  an  accent  of  de- 
spair, *'  What!  does  no  one  fujijiort  my  motion  ?'* 

No  one  dared  either  to  fupport  or  oppofe  it  ;  and  the  Moniteur  of 
the  3»t h  November,   No.  52,  concludes  the  debate  thus:  "  Rou- 
chon. — Tftere  is  no  longer  at^  one  defery'mg  the  name  of  a  man  in  this  of* 
Jemhly.^'* 
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revolution  of  the  i8th  Fru6lidor,  at  which  period 
their  nçceffities  became  more  urgent  than  ever,  they 
have  refrained  from  all  kinds  of  requifitlons,  both  in 
old  France,  and  in  the  incorporated  departments. 
On  this  point  at  leall  they  have  Ihown  themfelves  to 
have  been  finccre  in  the  meflage  in  which  they  an- 
nounced that  this  meqfure  is  always  baneful.  Far 
from  again  recurring  to  it,  they  have  inceflantly  re^ 
peated  to  the  Councils,  that  the  only  method  of 
creating  a  public  revenue  without  placing  the  go- 
verned in  a  flate  of  warfare  with  the  governors, 
was  to  renounce  diredl  taxes  levied  on  the  indi* 
vidual,  who  is  always  inclined  to  refute  them,  and 
to  fubftitute  in  their  place  indireâ:  taxes  (on  con* 
fumption),  which  are  gradually  confounded' with  the 
price  of  the  article,  and  whidi  the  con  fumer  pays 
without  perceiving  it,  whenever  he  purcbafes  the 
fmalleft  portion  of  thofe  articles. 

What  induced  the  Diredlory  fo  fuddenly  to  re- 
pounce  the  fyflem  of  requifitions^  was  their  perceiving 
they  had  given  the  moft  fatal  blow  to  agriculture, 
and  had  been  the  çaufe  of  their  own  diflrefs  by  feiz- 
ing  the  produélive  capital,  in  lieu  of  taking  the  fuper- 
fluity  of  the  produce  ;  that  a  government,  like  an 
individual,  when  they  have  loft  their  credit,  and  dif- 
fipated  all  they  can  make  away  with,  muft  be  con- 
sented to  live  upon  their  income  ;  and  that  being  ar- 
rived at  that  period,  it  is  as  impoffible  to  levy  at  the 
fame  time  requifitions  and  taxes  on  the  farmers,  as 
it  is  to  make  the  vines  yield  two  harvefls  in  a  year. 
In  1796,  when,  after  having  put  their  wine-cellars 
ftn4  granape§  iq  requifition,  government  had  the  ef- 
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frontery  to  lend  forth  the  collecSlor  of  taxes,  he  was 
every  where  repelled  with  this  fpeech,  which  Johan- 
not  quoted,  when  he  caufed  the  i^quifitions  to  be 
abolifhed,  and  thofe  of  1796  refunded  f  How  is  if 
pojjible  we  Jhould  fay  our  taxes  ^  when  you  have  taken 
from  us  the  whole  of  our  crops  ?  ^ 

It  is- true  that  when  the  conftitutional  government 
attempted  to  prolong  this  èxtra-legùl  fyflem,  they 
were  not  yet  in  the  receipt  of  the  major'  part  of  the 
legal  contributions,  by  means  of  which  1hey  now 
drag  on  a  precarious  exiftefice.  But  what  induced 
them  fo  '  llTongly  to  urge  the  organization  of  the  re- 
gular taxes  in  money,  was,  that  the  côlleftors  difap- 
pointed  their  avidity  by  plundering  the  greater  part 
of  the  corn  that  was  taken  in  kind.  **  They  learnt," 
fays  Adrien  Lezay,  **  by  dear-bought  experience, 
that  it  is^  naore  expenlive  to  violate  than  to  pro- 
te6l  property;  and  that  t.he  money  taken  by  force, 
though  it  departs  from  the.  hand  of  its  prcfent  pof- 
feflbrs,  never  comes  into  that  of  the  public  treafury, 
becaufe  there  is  a  third  intermediate  party  that  takes 
each  of  them,  and  leaves  nothing  in  either.'* 

Such  is  the  leflan  that  forced  them  to  tread  back 
their  fteps  towards  regular  taxation  ;  and  immediately 
after  the  1 8th  Fru6lidor,  at  which  period  their  janif- 
faries  might  more  eafily  have  recommenced  thefe 
levies  in  kind,  the  Dire6Vory  immediately  revealed  ta 
the  Councils  that  the  requijitions  devoured  thofe  re- 
four  ces  which  might  he  rendered  permanently  ufeful  *• 

Thus,  we  perjceive,  thefe  refources  which  the  requi- 

"■  ■  '     — — ' « » -? ■■    ' — — - 

*  MeflTage  of  the  a6^th  September  1797, 


(    379    ) 

iîtîons  devour  y  are  the  legal  contributions  ;  arid  every 
pne  knows,  thefe  can  only  be  xcnatx^A  permanently 
"liJefuU  that  is,  produdlive,  when  they  are  previoully 
decreed,  aflefled  on  the  people  in  proportion  to  their 
power  to  pay,  and  colleéled  in  a:  manner  that  ik  fe- 
cure  from  arbitrary  oppreffion.  This  confeffion  of 
the  Diredory  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  they  re- 
pounced  the  reqicifitions  merely  through  a 'regard  to 
their  own  intereft,  and  that  if  they  are  obliged .  td 
recur  to  them,  lb  defperate  a  ftep  will  rather  demon* 
ftrate  their  expiring  weaknefs,  than  their  iricreafirig 
ilrength,  *  ' 

They  will,  lidwever,  be  obliged  by  necéflîïif  to  re- 
cur to  it,  Ihould  their  armies  be  driven  back  fowardi 
the  frontiers,  as  thofe  of  Jourdan  and  Moreaii 
were  in  1 797  ;  and  no  doubt  fuch  new  requifitions  itl 
kind  will  fupply  them  with  provifions  during  a  cer- 
tain tinrie  :  but  it  is  not  enough  to  provifion  an 
army;  it  will  foon  be  di£banded,  fhbuld  the  fuj^ly 
of  their;  accoutrements  and  ammunition  (and^  above 
all,  their  pay)  fail  for  any  length  of  time  :  and  to 
prevent  this,  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  thofe 
whom  it  ftill  continues  to  obey. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  fuddenly  requifitions 
in  kind,  and  all  other  unexpected  levies,  arreft  tha 
progrefs  of  reprodu<5lion,  and  exhauft  the  revenue, 
however  rich  it  may  be.  Were  it  poffible,  for  in-' 
ilance,  that  Bonaparte  or  Maflena  îhould  ever  gain 
a  footing  in  England,  and  Ihould  they  tax  it  in  their 
accu  domed  manner,  their  fufillades  and  their  threats 
of  calling  down  thunder,  and  fire  from  heaven  upon 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  would  not,  during  many 

4 
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years  of  terror ^  unlcfs  they  Ihould  be  able  to  tafce 
every  thing,  even  hqufehold  furniture,  away,  levy 
one  fourth  of  the  fubfidies  obtained  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  with  the  talif- 
inan  of  credit ^  and  the  lever  of  the  law. 

FORCED    LOANS. 

**  To  govern  a  people,  and  procure  money  for  the 
pxpenfes  of  the  ftatc>  there  exift  but  two  methods  ; 
to  extort  by  terror,  or  obtain  by  confidence.  The 
firft  of  thefc  is  worn  out,  as  the  government  expe- 
rienced when  they  attempted  to  recur  to  it.  Should 
they  again  place  France  beneath  iht  revolutionary 
frefsi  m  order  to  extradt  her  hji  juices,  iofrents 
of  blood  would  be  flied  before  a  fingle  grain  of 
gold  would  be  produced.  The  laws  have  given 
the  fignal  for  it  to  hide  its  head  ;  and  the  more  it  is 
purfued,  the  farther  it  will  fly.'*  • 

Thusfpoke  Adrien  Lezay,  in  1796;  fince  which 
period  all  the  laws  intended  to  obtain  money  by  co/ij!- 
denccy  have  been  without  efFe(5l,  *  Let  us  examine 
whether  the  fucceffors  pf  Robefpierre  are  able  to 
fupply  its  place  by  means  of  terror. 

Doubtlefs  they  would  feize  on  all  perfonal  pro- 
perty, had  their  precurfor  left  theni  any  yet  to  difca^ 
ver.*  But  no;  the  royal  repofitory  (the  garde-meuble), 
the  diamonds  of  the  royal  family,  the  plate  pf  indi- 
viduals, the  treafqrcs  of  the  churches^  the  hofpital 
poor-boxes,  have  all  been  fucceffively  put  up  to  fale^ 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  or  pillaged  by  the  Jaco- 
bins ;  and  every  thing  is  now  confumed  or  diyide4 
3liiong  the  great  crowd  of  plunderers,     The  Dinec-^ 
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tofy  may  now  look  around  them  in  Vain,  for  tfccre  fad 
longer  exift  any  mafles-of  property  worth  the  feizure. 
The  ftock  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  that  of  the 
Caifle  d'Efcompte,  the  favings  of  the  corporations, 
the  money  of  the  colleges,  and  even  the  property  of 
minors — what  is  there  but  has  difappeared  under  the 
tyranny  of  the.  founders  of  this  devouring  republic  ? 
Of  all  thefe  branches  of  capital,  whether  real  or 
fictitious,  fcarcely  any  vefliges  remain  but  the  pageâ 
of  the  Great  Book. 

But  it  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  the  cafe  is  very 
different  with  regard  to  fpecie,  which,  in  fa6l,  is  not 
much  fcarcer,  but  only  more  generally  dtjjeminated 
than  before,  as  was  obferved  by  Lecouteolx.  It  is 
this  very  dijfemination  that  banifhes  all  hopes  of  its 
being  açceflîble  for  a  long  time  to  come  ;  for  it  is  cer- 
tain, there  is  nothing  which  the  French  know  fo  well 
how  to  conceal,  at  the  prefent,  as  their  money.  I 
can  even  adduce  fufiicient  proof,  that  fince  the 
i8th  Fru6tidor  they  have  again  begun  to  export  it,  or 
bury  it  in  the  earth.  This  proof  is  derived  not  only  , 
from  the  exceffive  rife  in  the  price  paid  for  bills  of 
exchange  on  foreign  countries,  and  in  that  of  the  rate 
of  difcount,  but  alfo  from  the  relative  prices  of  gold  *• 
.  and  fil  ver  before  the  revolution,  during  its  progrels, 
and  lince  the  events  of  the  i8th  Fruétidor. 

And  here  I  muft  requeft  the  reader  to  accompany 
me  in  a  ihort  digreffion,  which  may  furnifh  him  with  ' 
an  excellent  thermometer,  whereby,  at  all  times,  to 
.judge  of  the  degree  of  confidence  or  diftrufi  pfaced 
by  the  people  of  Paris  in  their  leaders.  It  is  evident, 
that  the  relative  price  of  gold  and  filver  depends  on 
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thejr  reipeâive  abundance  or  fcarcity;  and  as  this 
has  not  much  varied  in  Europe  during  the  laft  twelve 
years,  every  thing  ihows,  that  their  comparative  va- 
lue in  France  would,  independent  of  the  revolution, 
have  continued  nearly  at  the  rate  according  to  which 
M.  de  Calonne  regulated  the  new  coinage  *,  and  at 
which  it  fiill  continues  throughout  the  reft  of  Europe^ 
where  fine  gold  generally  cofts  15^,  15I,  or  151  times 
its  weight  in  fine  filver.  Under  Robefpierre,  the 
price  of  gold  at  Paris  rofe  to  i6|;  and  foon  after, 
when  Pichegru  and  Barthélémy  were  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  fell  a  trifle  lower  ;  whereas,  fince  their  tranf* 

*  Prevîous  to  the  new  coinage  that  took  place  in  his  admînîftra- 
tion,  and  with  which  his  countrymen  have  fo  unjuftly  reproached 
him,  four  French  crowns  contained  of  fine  filver.  14J  times  the 
weight  of  pure  gold  in  a  louis  d'or  ;  and  as  the  value  of  gold  rela*- 
lively  to  filver  had  in  hGt  increafed  throughout  Europe  fince  the 
year  1 726,  when  this  proportion  was  firfl  adopted,.  M.  de  Caloime 
afted  very  wifely  in  retrenching  fomething  from  the  weight  of  the 
îouis.  Perhaps  he  went  a  little  too  far  in  altering  it  to  the  propor- 
tion of  I  to  15!;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  French  fyftem  of 
coinage  then  became  the  moft  perfed  throughout  Europe,  as  that 
of  Great  Britain  has  continued  the  moft  defeSive  ever  fince  the  end 
of  the  laft  century,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mon* 
tague  ordered  a  new  fiiver  coince,  without  making  the  fame  altera* 
tion  as  M.  de  Calonne  introduced  in  France  with  refpeâ  to  the  gold 
coin. 

Every  thing,  however,  now  fhows,  thatit  is  too  late  to  alter  the 
prefent.  Englifh  ftandard  ;  and  that,  at  the  general  pacification,  the 
maritet- price  of  gold  and  filver  will  be,  throughout  Europe,  very 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  i  to ,  1 54^.  as  fettled  under  Qyeen  Elizabeth. 
But  the  fyftem  of  coinage  in  England,  which  is  fo  much  admired  in 
France,  is  extremely  defeftive  in  ahnoft  all  its  branches;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  invention  and  the  fuccefs  of  bank  nqtes,  its  defefts  would 
long  fince  have  provoked  a  reform.  .  Such  a  reform  cannot  be  ef- 
fectual unlefs  it  be  complete  ;  and  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  it 
would  be  prudent  to  enter  upon  it  till  all  the  old  channels  of  com- 
merce are  again  opened  on  the  continent^  or  till  we  know  the  in- 
flueuce  which  the  French  revolution  will  continue  to  have  on  thé 
relative  value  of  gold  and  filver,  after  having  caufed  yaft  ijuantities 
of  the  former  to  be  buried  in  the  earthy  and  of  the  latter  to  be  car* 
xied  to  the  mint* 
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]^ortation,  it  has  gradually  rifen  to  17.  The  rate 
jftated  in  the  laft  Paris  papers  is  far  more  important 
than  is  at  firfl:  imagined,  becaufe  it  fhows  the  extent 
of  the  facrifices  made  by  monied  men  to  place  their 
property  beyond  the  reach  of  the  minifiers  of  terror  *• 
If  to  obtain  e^^  pound  weight  of  fine  gold,  which  at 
London  is  now  worth  only  151  pounds  of  fine  filver, 
the  Parifians  fubmit  to  pay  17,  this  facrifice  clearly 
arifes  from  the  pound  of  gold,  through  the  fuperior 
fpecific  gravity  of  that  metal,  occupjâng  little  more 
than  half  as  much  fpace  as  a  pound  of  filver  ;  and  there- 
fore the  fame  nominal  fum  requiring  but  ^th  or  ^jVth 
as  much  fpace  as  it  would  in  filver,  may  the  eafier 
efcape  the  notice  of  the  government  and  of  their 
Ipies.  When  the  difirufl:  excited  by  the  latter  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  men  to  give  fo  high  a  premium^  all  the 
meafures  requifite  to  defeat  their  oppreffions  are  taken 
beforehand  ;  they  have  no  further  means  of  feizing 
gold  and  filver,  and  on  thé  firfl:  attempt  to  grafp  at 
them,  the  little  fpecie  that  ftill  continues  in  cir- 
culation is  inftantly  buried  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth. 

All  this  equally  applies  to  forced  loans ^  if  the  Di- 
redtory  had  the  efiVontery  to  attempt  Que  after  the 


*  In  the  Paris  papers  of  February  1 79g  ^nt  filver  is  quoted  at  fifty 
livres  fifteen  icmsJter  mark^  and  fine  gold  at  io6  livres  ten  .fous  Jier 
eunce.  Hence  it  follows,  that  eight  ounces  of  gold,  which  com- 
pofe  a  mark,  coft  85a  livres,  or  nearly  feventeen  marks  of  filver. 
Hence  too  it  appears,  how  profitable  it  would  be  to  melt  all  the 
louis  of  full  weight  that  can  be  procured,  in  order  to  exchange  the 
gold  for  écu3  at  the  rate  of  15},  to  be  refold  at  the  rate  (jf  17  in  the 
form  of  gold  ingots.  It  is  to  this  that  I  alluded  in  p.  197,  whea 
fpeakiug  of  the  neceflity  of  leaving  the  louis  to  be  fold  at  a  market- 
price^  JiOH'cvçr  difaftrous  that  meafure  may  prove. 
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àùctce  of  the  3  ifl:  December  1 797,  which  caticelled  thé 
cuuponSy  or  receipts,  given  to  the  lenders  of  the  pre* 
ceding  year  *.  BefideS,  we  ought  not  to  fufFer  our- 
felves  to  be  the  dupes  of  high-founding  words.  The 
pretended  voluntary  donations ^  folicited  at  the  begins 
lîîng  of  1798,  were,  as  Le  Brun  very  juftly  obferved, 
no  other  than  a  forced  loan  ;  and  as  they  only  pro- 
duced about  a  thou/and  livres  per  day  to  the  national 
treafury,  while  the  daily  expenditure  amounts  to 
nearly  three  millions^  no  great  efFeft  can  be  expelled 
from  fuch  an  attempt,  fhould  it  be  again  recurred  to- 
Can  it  then  be  needful  to  fay  more,  to  prove  that 
terror  has  loft  its  productive  power;  that  were  the 
revolutionary  prefs  again  placed  upon  fuch  a  country, 
no  more  juices  would  be  found  to  come  forth  ;  that 


♦  The  decree  that  fet  this  loan  on  foot  contained  a  folemn  pro* 
mife  to  accept  one  tenth  of  the  coujtonsy  or  receipts,  in  payment  of 
the  taxes  during  each  of  the  ten  following  years.  The  minifter 
Ramel  having,  iri  his  mén-joir  of  the  2d  Auguft  i7()7>  complained, 
that  this  engagement  would  deduâi  mùt'e  than  thirty  millions  from  the  ir* 
venue  of  every  one  of  thofe  years^  this  was  fufficient  to  induce  the 
Councils  to  relieve  him  from  that  engagement  though  of  tiieir  own 
formation,  by  decreeing,  that  the  eight  hji  courions  of  tJie  forced  loan  » 
fiould  not .  be  accehted  in  Jiaymerù  ^  the  contributions^  but  Jfiould  be  confix 
dered  as  fiart  ff  the  national  debt. 

I  fhall  conclude  what  I  have  to  fay  on  the  fubjcét  of  this  forced 
loan  of  600  millions,  which  I  foretold  would  only  produce  200  mil* 
lions,  with  the  confeHion  which  the  chairman,  Crétet,  made,  in  order  to 
involve  all  the  fubfcribers,  without  diftinélion,  in  the  great  national 
bankruptcy.  The  forced  han^  faid  hé,  ivhichhasjirodncéd  a  Houiin  al 
mafs  of  THREK  HUNDRED  millionth    hoi  Hot  yielded  more  than  OXÉ 

HUNDRED  millions  /«SPECIE. 

.  Aflfuredly  it  would  have  fcarcel^  produced  ten^  had  not  the  fub- 
fcribers been  allowed  thus  to  get  rid  of  their  affignats  :  and  even  t(> 
induce  them  to  make  this  facrifice»  it  was  neceflàry  to  perfuade 
them,  that  by  thus  throwing  three  fourths  of  the  paper  they  held 
into  the  fire,  they  would  raife  the  -value  of  what  remained  in  the 
fame  proportion  ;  an  idea  fo  completely  chimerical,  that  even  after 
that  period  the  affignats  fell  from  twenty-nine  to  thirty. 
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it3  plunâexcrs  JhaYÎhg^dqprived  themfeWw^f  the  re- 
fources  fi£  credit  tycthe  decree  which  fa  incoufidéç- 
ately:  proclaimed  the  legality  of,  bankruqp^cies,  th^ 
arc  compelled  to  retjiirn  withis^  .\thfi  ow'ow  track  ç^ 
rc^lair.  taxation,  aad  to  be  contented  with  thofe  îm- 
pofts  wWch  they  rwi(jri  toe  ahle.ta  leyy.on  an  e:ichauâej^ 
jifttittfars^o-have  J?âQQi^  to  pay  ûm^a 

anft;nf^o;itake  iââ;jDych{)ains;to,el)adie.theni  as^they 
fliow.xefignationJuiiJffeting  thçmfelVes  toh^xotiiitii 
of  theiic  civiland  ipolitifcal  righta?  What  wouldLlhc 
groat.  :  Montcfquieii  fay;  cQuid  ht  v^Ùxbéfs  this  extn^f 
ordihary  pha3noiiienQn^among}^is<:bilntrymm,  âpc^ 
they  have  called i th^antfelves  pa^ts  ^xidrefuBtkj^i 
lie  who  had  advaaced  a$  an  a^iom  ^wder  th^^pBo^ 
narchioal  goreàiineati,  ^'  that  à  nation  ;  xoiaj^  ^^afifj 
fuiffer  new  /^«tfj:jtohoilevi«djbttt  "when  they  are. -inr 
fuUed,'  they  feel  xiio<!biiig  but  the  injury  done  thenu 
%Ud  <3anfider  ey^ry^  prtffifck  wi)^:  fli.iàvolredinclJbe 

iofuJit.they  fuffçr.f  .dj.;iu:  ,.    ■  ;  ;  r;:-:-  ;-.  •-     •     ^  '\:  -;n(r 

From  the  year  it 9;$»  when  the  legiilatotS  of  B»nâf 
ooWinued  to  niçnace  ihe  coalitionf  with  a  further  dift 
play  pf  their  revolutionary  xefonrces,  and  when,  -ex- 
dting  in  their  ihe^aufiible  riches,  they  itill  cried 
out,  Is  Europe  to  hé/(M^?  I  ventured  to  prcdio,  that 
tjje  total  of  the  regular  taxes,  which  they  then 'began 
to  reorganize^  wonld.not^  ;in  Ihe  year  1796,  procure 
them  a  revenue  equals  to  the  additional  taxes  Mr.  Pitt 
would  that  yi^to.kyjT  on  the  people  of  England.  1 
waa  then  oppofed  by  «a  late  minifterof  the  Freneb 
financée^,  who  ««^coached  me  with  a  grand  miftake  in 
mt  cififidering  thu  .utdimted  extent  of  rbvolutioxcary 

*  Meaning,  that  tbey  were  rich  enough  ^to  puxchafe  it, 
C    C 
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BXPEBiEKTS*  •  WkaweTi  ià6^  he,  isfi^eiently  côh^ 
winced,  that  they éxù^ed^  bcik  insoKès  and  ExrmxsivR^ 
iSf'iSiSS,  all  lifiGi^TlM AÏE  and  R£6UtAk  refources^  voould 
not  fend  himfélf  with  cniHtiAM:  - 

\t  is  furprifing,  that,  while  boaâiog  of  Ùiàx  force 
and  èxienfiveneft^Ùiii  writer  fhouM  forget  to  notice  their 
l^ifkATioir;  ^Buthaviïïg  fupplied  this  fingular  omiifion^ 
let  US'  fee  ^h^tKsivit  ii:  tii^ -Freddh  or  the  EngHih 
ifinanoiers  that  have  fed  thêmïelves  with  ^himefùs. 

Towards  the  mohth  of  AogirJI:  1798^  attbcyery 


bitterly  the  im- 

the  empttneâ 

lofe  of  credit^ 


time  when  Bailleirl  was^  deploi^'ing  âi 
fé^^'ifhment  bf 'the- pieople -ofi  Fmawi 
of' the  treafory^ 'and^  above  >«ali^/ the 
which  has  deprired  the  govemmexit  of  all  hopes  of 
^liflg  up  the  deficit  by  meatus  of<  loans,  Mr.  Pitt, 
i^ho  ^(^a^able  to'bènbw  as  miioti  ntoney  "as  he  wanted 
âtltk  f^fc^t.  volaritarily  abanflbiflted  that  mode^  aid 
9eïblved::^to-demand>  within  thç  year,  a  confidorable 
part  of  the  extraordinary  expenies  of  the  war  fromthe 
fm|^ôf>Engtîlnd;  to  Whofe  tax^e  it  has  already  added 
feebweeh  eight' and  nine  millions  flerling  annuatly* 
Yes  >ifuch  is  the  force^  the  ^jr/^/;;^nd,  above  all,  the 
buRATioN  of  thç J^^i/ir//tf /^  and  y<?j9i£àrr  xefourdes  that 
this^  pation  jlia^  fofSerrà  withojtit  the  leaft  murmur,  a 
further'  hicreafd  of  tien  millions' flçïling  fdr  the  yea  ss 
3799  and  iSpo;  ia  tlikt  twice. the  annual  fum  isvpaid 
in  taxes  that  Was  \éhkà.  fêven  yfear^  ago,  when  other 
nations  thought  thp  Epgliih  overwhelmed  with  bur« 
dens.  It  ts^  very. remarkable,  thaitifi-nce  that  period 
the  general  produbé  of  the  old  tax:es  has  vifibly  in- 
creafed;  but  what  îà  ilill  more  remarkable,  ahd  de- 
ftrvcis  to  be  proclaimed  aloud  throughout  all  Europe, 
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that  every  one  may  be  upon  his  guard  âgaînft  the 
Mniera  of  revolutionaty  es^edients^  the  Britiih  parlia- 
ment voted  and  organized  this  vafl  additional  tax.of^ 
250  millibns  of  livres  tournons  înthe  lhort>fpacè  of 
a  month  ;  whereas,  for  the  four  laft  years>  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  revolutionized  nation  have  held  hear 
à  thoufand  fittings  to  decree' and  organise  a- perma- 
nent piiblic  revenue,  the  total  produfce'of  which  does 
not  exceed  <?;zf  half  ox  two  thirds  of  a'miUioè^^^r  day.  ♦ 

This  ever*memorable  triumph  of  legithnate  ways 
and  means  over  revbiutionary  expédients^  has  been 
placed  in  a  flrong  point  of  view  by  a*nab}e  ofatdie[ 
and  a  great  âatèfman  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  whS* 
having  reprefented  the  fl;riking  contraft  of  the  *  in- 
creafing  prdfperity'of  ihe  people  of  England,  und'thef 
progreffive  poverty  of  the  French,  added^  -  ^^  ^Ke 
contraft,  my  Lords,  is  obvious,  andofièrs  itfelf  to 
our  attention.  I .  fee  it  with  complacency  and  with 
pride.  It  is  a  pardonable  pride,  and.  of  a  good  and 
moral  tendency.  Engliihmen  derive,  -from*  the» 
confcioufnefe  of  being  Englifhmen,  an  elevation  of 
mind,  which,  both  to  the  prefent  race  and  to  pof- 
terity,  will  operate  as  an  incefiant  encouragement  to 
national  virtue  and  to  right  exertions.  Feraghrià 
radices  agit,  aique  etiam  fropagafur^.^^  \ 

But  to  return  to  the  people  of  France.  I  flatter 
myfelf  I  have  fhown,  that  even  were  they  as  con- 
fcientious  in  paying  all  thek  taxes  as  they  arc  fkilfut 
in  evading  them;  were  they  to  entehaid  as  much  le- 
fpe<ft  and  devotion  for  their  leaders  as  they  feel  horror 

*  Lord  Auckland's  fpeech  on  ttie  8th  January,  i  799. 
C  C   2 
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and  cotitempt,  it  would  be  morally  impoi&ble  fbr 
them  to  pay  half,  or  pethaps  a  third  of  the  fubfidies 
ticquired  eveti  for  a  pêaeé^  eflabUifhnient,  under  the 
^fent  expenii'^e  fbr^i^  .o£  >goverDtnent  ;  that  after 
having  dundoftinely  taken' their  capitals  from  them 
by  meiaà^  of  affignats^aifter  having  fufpended  all 
their  ufbful  induftry^  tp  fubftttute  war  in  its  place, 
and  elclteuited  their  fdurces  of  inoome  to  the  very 
dregs,  thw  oppreflbrs  aro.condemned,  without  hopes 
of  Ded$!mpftôQi  to.  a  ixefîCit  âiat  prépaies  the  way 
for  their  d<^nfâll,  which  iheyfhave  only  deferred  by 
pluivlerinig  ^Holland,  Gennany^;  Italy,  andSvvitzer-- 

..  It  is  only  iince  the.  âtiiiibilation  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation (ha^tthisi  ûoB^uence.hâs  been  difçoverable  ;. 
and  if  miuiy:  have  deceived  ithemfelves  on  this  point, 
their  error,  ha^  aîrifen  frora  lhéir.haying.forgotten,  that 
thé  gavages  ^  ihe  deficit  wouM'  not  appear  till,  it  had 
vitiated  the  whole  circulation. of  the  body  politic. 
But  thefei*  horrid  fymptoaaiLS  fare  now  appearing  every 
where.  Whoever  clofely  .  obfervies  this  republic, 
which  is  fp  trnuDphantrabfQÂd/  will  perceive  it  to  be 
rapidly  ^lliog  to  ruin  and  idîffî>lution  at  home,  and 
may  e^fily  affign  for  the  termination  of  its  conquefts 
and  its  triumphs  the  pei^knl  when  the  neutral  powers, 
whofii  Francoftill  continues  to  keep  in  awe  by  talking. 
of  her  we^katffiiUerqfQurres,  ihall  be  oonviaced  that  no 
bt\tèt$  are  left  her  but  ihe, new  plunder  fhe  cxpç6bs 
from  them  by  i^acately  anfl  fucceilively  attacking 
them. 

Nor  Jetit-be  thought  that  I  am  guilty  of  exagge- 
ration, when  I  |>oint  out  tlœ  deficit  as  a  mortal  dif- 
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eafe.  It  is  by  no  means  the  (Hily  one  that  threatens 
•that  monflrous  government  with  defiruétion  :  butas 
this  eyil  redoubles  the  aétivity  of  each  of  the  others, 
as  it  banifhcs  even  the  poffibility  of  palliatives,  they 
may  all  be  conlidered  as  concentred  ahjd  included  in 
the  impoverifinient  which  daily  erodes  the  vitals  of  the 
French  republic.  It  is  not  therefore  without  reafoH 
that  the  Direftory  complain^  that  the  republic  is 
wounded  to  the  heart  by  the  refaial  of  the  fublidies 
demanded  ;  and  that  the  ihrewdoft  of  their  iatellites 
proclaim,  that  the  finances  are  the  foul  and  the  vital 
breathy  that  cannot  expire  without  a  total  diffolùtion  *:; 
or,  that  of  all  the  calamities  with  which  a  country  van 
be  affli£ledy  the  diforder  of  the  finances  is  the  greatefi^. 

It  is  oûly  by  recapitulatmg  the  principal  calamities 
that  arife  from  this  diforder,  that  we  can  perceive  the 
juftice  of  the  above  comparifon,  and  that  the  finances 
are  to  the  political  body'  what  the  heart  is  to  tlte 
human  frame,  where  it  is  the  firft  principle  of  life 
and  motion,  by  pumping,  as  it  were^  the  Mood  from 
the  "veins,  and  forcing  it  into  the  whole  arterial 
fyflem. 

If  the  bankruptcy  decreed  in  September  1797  has 
reduced  near  a  million  of  the  inhabitants  of  France 
to  beggary,  what  jufiification  is  it  to  fey,  with  thofb 
deputies  who  gave  the  fanâion  of  the  law  to  this 
txxAy  national  ignominy,  "  that  it  is  merely  on  account 
oi  financial  diftrefs-j  that  the  enemies  of  the  republic 
fiill  entertain  fome  hopes-*-that  they  are  perfedtly 
well  informed  of  the  internal  lituation  of  France, 


*  Jacqueminot.  f  BailleuL 
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which  it  is  neccflary  to  meliorate  hy  getting  rid  of  an 
CDormoas  mais  of  intereil  ♦—by  banifhing  the  fpeôrc 
of  a  debt  neither  fwiJed  nor  fundable — ^that  every  body 
politic  which  is  oppreilèd  by  a  public  debt  greater  than 
it  can  bear,  is  conlidered  as  in  a  ftate  of  decline  that 
invites  the  in\«afion  of  its  neighbours — that  the  pro- 
jnifes  made  tp.  the  public  creditors  were  always  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  poffibility  of  payings  .without  tvhich  both 
promifcs  and  fccuritics  are  mere  ilhfions '^^ — in  Ihort, 
that  there, ^xifts  a  m&ral  impaj/ikilitj/  of  adding  to  the 
exiftipg  taxes,  or  even  of  continning  them  at  .their 
prefect  rate  during  many  years  |— rand  that?  imfuch 
.a  fituation  of  affairs,  national juftice  ha$  its  limits  §?** 

If,  after  having  thus  paiiied  a  decree  of  national 
bankruptcy,  as  an  a6l  of  national  juftice^  the  public 
faith  has  «gain  beçn  violated  with  regard  to  the  third 
,that  was  fuflfetjed  to. remain;  if,  during  the  year  vi. 
Xk9i  even  a  linglis  ecu  has  been  paid  to  the  lefler  ftock- 
holders,  to  whom  the  country, was  pledged  by  a  de- 
cree to  pay  fomething  more  than  this  third,  let  us 
but  bear  what  thefe  bankrupts  &y  themfelycs  :  "  The 
urgency  of  their  ciraimflances  becomes  their  excnfe  ||  ; 
irrefiftible  jneceffity  has  decreed  the  contrary  ;  the 
budgi?t,  which  appropriated  certain  funds  to  this  pur- 
p0fe,  has  not  provçd  fa  produSlive  as  was  expeâledi  it 
.  was  father  imaginary  than  real  ^." 

If  the  fame  want  of  faith  has  been  praâifed  towards 
the  wounded  and  mutilated  foldiers,  towards  the 
15,000  reformed  officers^  and  the  widows  and  children 

*  Villcrs.     ^  t  Cretet.         t  MonnQt.        §  Yilkrs. 
;i  Vernier.  %  Vilkrs. 
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of  thofe  who  have  fallen  in  battle,  the  treafury  and 
the  Dircélory  juftify  themfelvcs  by  faying,  that- 
funds  ivefe  provided  for  thefe  obfeSls  only  in  appearance^ 
arid  to  add  difficulties  to  difficulties — tkcU  it  has  been  at^ 
tempted  to  oppofe^  under  colour  of  an  hypocritical  popU" 
laritj,  all  the  refources  the  government  were  defirous  of 
treating  to  anfwer  their  emergencies  \  that  much  time 
has  leefi  conjumed  either  in  calculating  eve?itual  receipt^, 
fubordinate  to  future  laws  which  were  not  enaSed^  or  in 
declaiming  againft  proJeSls  more  ^r  lefs  advantageous^ 
without  Jiibjlituting  others  in  their  place  ♦. 

If  the  republican  government  daily  alienates,  or  i* 
deferted  by  that  crowd  of  partifans  who  originally 
fupported  them  in  their  ufurpation,  this  arifes  fr<Mn 
the  Directory  no  longer  having  affîgnats  to  feed  their 
enthufiafin  by  keeping  them  in  pay;  and  from  this 
paper  circulation,  which  was  the  ;firft  fpring  of  the 
independence  of  the  republic ^  having  now  become  the  prin* 
ciple  of  its  languifhing  decay  \.  .    i   ; 

If  the  Councils  complain  of  the  indifference  and  the' 
incapacity  J  the  difcouragement  and  the  diforganization, 
of  the  municipalities,  the  report  which  fiâtes  the 
numerous  inconveniences  thence  arifing,  attributes  them 
folely  to  this  caufe;  that  it  is  notorious^  that  fmce  the 
eftabli/hmeni  of  the  conftitutional  govermnent  (that  is, 
iince  the  fall  of  the  aflignats),  the  members  of  the 
municipal  adminiftrations  have  rbcçived  no  sala- 
ries %. 


*  Re4|âeur  of  the  $th  and  9th  September. 
^  ArrtOuld,  X  Demoore, 
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If  the  judgtet  arc  bought  anâ  foldy  of  which  the 
Diredory  accufe  them,  their  ftccufcrs  have  equally 
difcovered  the  fourCe  of  this  venality  ;  for  they  confeis 
thefe  judges  are  not  paid  *• 

If  this  venality  appears  without  difguife  in  the  of- 
ficers of  the  government,  if  Tallien  himfelf  complains 
of  the  wofit  of  principle  in  all  the  clerks^  the  real  cauib 
iSj  that  the  insérions  voice  of  necefftty  has  long  been 
tiorrupting  their  hearts. 

^  If  the  police  is  wholly  înaâlvc  at  Lyoqs,  at  Bour- 
deaux,  at  Toaloufe,  the  deputies  from  thofe  cities 
declare,  the  blaiiie  muft-  be  imputed  to  the  isoa^t  of 
j^Uhdsi  that,  to  eftablifli  a  police  in  populous  towns 
as  adtive  as^the  immora.lity«of;the  inhabitants  requires, 
it  is  indifpenfably  nec^flary  ^ />^  the  commiffaries, 
a^nts,  and  ru^n^^  of  the  polide,  who  have  received 
mihing  during  eight^in  mont  hi. 

If  the  hof^itals.  for  foufidlings  are  mere  living 
*  tombs i   if  no  nurfes  cati  be  .found;    if,    during  the 


^  Lavjacq  has  Ifitél)^  declared  that  mod  of  the  judges  are  refign- 
ing,  that  at  the  new  çledtions  no  candidates  will  offer,  and  Sat 
France  will  foon  be  deffitute  of  tribunals*  "  We  can  no  tonger," 
^s  he,.  '^  behold  with  indifference  the  fituation  of  the  judges  of  the 
republic  We  are  arriving  at  a  fytal  period,  when  the  tribunals  will 
be  abfilutêy  tzbandtfted.  May  that  deftiny  which  watches  over  our 
country»  élfify  my  pre^&i(Ml  If  the  falary  due  to  the  judges  be  not 
paid  within  two  months,  the  judicial  power  may*be  anmhilated, — 
È\A  where,  it  will  be  faid,  can  we  raifc  the  necefiary  funds?  We 
muft  raife  them  from  thf  economies  which  are  fo  often  talked  of^  and 
fo  rarely  realized/'  TKv^ prediâlkn  was  pronounced  on  the  3  ill  De- 
cember 1798. 

Such  are  the  aufpices  under  which  the  year  1 799  has  commenced 
Tor  a  government  which  ftill  contiiïues  to  talk  of  itsinexkaàfiUle  re- 
fources!  What  then  will  be  their  condition  in  theyear  1800,  even 
admitting  that  in  the  interval  the  French  republiç%ouId  bç  able  to 
fupport  the  war  by  means  of  the  war  itfelf  ? 
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y€ar  vi,  a  gre^i  number  of  the  Jick  and  indigent  have 
died  in  the  hofpitals  for  want  of  n^OTH  and  of  BaBAD  ; 
this  muft  be  attribtuted  to  the  Dîreélory  not  having 
been  liberated  from  the  tyrannical  yoke  ofneceffityiiox^ 
as  Ramel  *exprefled  himfelf,  had  the  taxes  been 
pundlually  paid,  the  minifter  of  the  interior  might  havcr 
granted  relief  t»  the  hoffitah'^. 


*  The  moft  convincing  proof  how  much  the  evHs  fufFered  by  the 
.  republic  depend  on  the  finances,  and  which  ftill  further  increafes 
that  of  thediftreis  felt  by  the  hofpitals,  is,  that  the  fiTiall  fuins  that 
can  be  appropriated  to  them  are  wholly  fwallowed  up  by  a  crowd,  of 
fubordinate  agents  who  have  nothing  to  do,  and  yet  cannot  be  dis- 
charged on  account  of  the  impoffibility  of  paying  what  is  àue  to 
them.  Of  thefe  the  hofpitals  of  Paris  alone  have  no  Icfs  than  2972, 
whofe  falaries  amount  to  900,006  livres  a  year,  which  is  precifely 
the  fum  of  which  the  minifter  of  the  interior  tiad  the  difpoûd  in  thé 
year  vi.  for  the  relief  of  the  lick  at  Paris,  wlio,  as  Garat  informs 
us,  found  the  hofpitals  of  the  metropolis  the  abodes  of  mifety  and 
rf  every  Jjucies  of  àgot^.  How  can  we,  without  being  filled  with 
grief  and  indignation,  perufe  the  letter  addrefled  by  the  adminiftra- 
tors  of  thefe  Irofpitals  to  the  committee  of  finances  !  "  Order  would 
foori  be  every  where  reftored,  if  we  could  receive  a  fufficient  fum  to 
difcharge  that  fwarm  of  agents  who  devour  and  degrade  the  hofpi- 
tals, and  wht),  not  having  received  any  falary  during  more  than  ffteea 
months^  think  thcmfelves  entitled  to  Uve  at  the  exjienfe  if  thefe  eftabUJk" 
ments^  as  they  cannot  be  difcharged  without  beiçg  paid,  and  in  the 
mean  white  their  falaries  are  going  on.  This  meafure  once  accotn* 
plifhed,  order,  economy,  and  decency*,  would  be  reftored  hi  the 
hofpitals  ;  but  till  that  is  done,  diey  will  continue  to  be  a  fcene  of 
plunder,  of  diforder,  and  of  crimes." 

This  defcription  of  the  ftate  of  the  hofpitals  is  a  faithful  pifture 
of  the  disorder  that  prevails  in  moft  other  adminiftrations  throughout 
Prance,  where  all  the  agents  and  clerks /ioy  them/ehes  :  and  this  is 
what  Bailleul  alluded  to  when  he  faid,  that  wherever  there  is  a  want  of 
pton^^  it  is  extremefy  difficult  to  re/tore  order. 

The  minifter  of  the  interior  has  publiflied,  on  the  aoth  Januaiy 
1799,  a  circular,  wherein  he  bewails  the  diftrefs  pf  the  hofpitals  and 
public  charities.  He  declares — that  they  are  in  the  moft  affiiêiing  fitua- 
//o»-— that  th^  are -in  a  ft  ate  if  penury  that  would  wound  the  moft  infen- 
fihle  if  hearts— 'that  thfir  difttefs  has  arijkn  to  the  uttnoft  height^  and  that 
it  would  béan  outrage  ufim  f offering  humanity  to  dtfer  9x:liennng  them  for  a 
fngh  moment.  He  then  adds,  l\\2X'^'' Although  the  law  oft  he  i  ith  Frimaire 
enaéls^  that  until  the  municipal  adminiftrations  arc  pofteiTed  of  fuf- 
l^cient  funds  to  provide  for  the  expenfç^  of  this  eftablilhment,  the 
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If  the  rifing  generation  is  deprived  of  cvefjr  kind 
of  inftruâion,   and  left  to  grovel  in  ignorance   and 
harbariftn  *  ;  if,  as  Briot  has  complained,  they  are  now 
no  better  than  an  impure  horde  of  ajfajfins,  who  are  be- 
come  the  reproach  of  the  republic:  in  ihort,  if  one  af 
his  colleagues  propofes  to  remedy  this  evil  by  a  better 
provifion  for  the  mafters  of  the  primary  fchools,  the 
minifter  of  that  department  eagerly  declares,  that  the 
eventml  credits  hitherto  granted  him  are  far  from  fuf- 
ficient  to  pay  thefe  mafters  thofe  falaries  which  are 
even  reprefented  as  too  inconfidferable.    He  repeats^ 
that  he  has  received  for  thofe  credits  only  imaginary 

ncceflary  fums  ihall  be  furniihcd  by  the  public  treafury,  the  ctr- 
cumfiances  in  which  ive  are  placed  dd  not  admit  of  our  looking  fonvard  iû 
Ût  hqŒhility  of  âmplying  tvith  this  claufe  hut  at  a  dijiant  periods* 

*  Thus  it  was  that  Bonnaire  éxpreflèd  himfelf  in  the  fitting  of 
the  6th  November  1798  :  and  on  the  29th  January  1799  he  added, 
•*  We  have  not  a' moment  to  lofe  j  the  inhabitants' of  the  country 
arc  immerfed  in  barbarifm.  We  rouit  refnie  them  from  this  de- 
plorable ftate,  and  raife  them  in  their  own  eyes.  We  want  tutors  ! 
Thefe  we  muft  form^  and  ailbrd  them  a  refpeHable  fuhfiftenct:*  The 
fufonces  alone  can  no  longer  be  d^'erred^  faid  the  fame  fbeaker,  a  few 
days  before,  wheii  he  announced  this  motion  ;  in  which  he  was  ftre- 
nuouily  fupported  by  Leclerc,  who  cried  out,  You  muft^  ahwe  tdl 
things^  employ  your  attention  on  the  finances  and  huhUc  infiruSim  :  btU 
iet  the  finances  take  THE  lead.  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  natural 
order  of  things,  and  yet  it  appears  hardly  poffible  any .  longer  to 
defer  the  buunefs  of  the  national  education,  for  Heurtant  obierved, 
as  long  ago  as  the  26th  June  179B,  that  ^'  hmvever  numerous  the 
laws  on  this  head  might  be,  yet  they  were  not  the  Irfs  incomplete  ; 
.  that  they  were  mere  direéHon-pofts  placed  at  great  intervals,  and 
leading  to  a  defi^J*  But  what  more  than  all  alarms  the  republican 
Bonnaire,  and  caufes  him  fo  loudly  to  complain,  when  he  confiders 
the  prefçnt  ftate  of  the  primary  fchools,  is,  that  every  moment  rf  delay 
era/es  a  crowd  rf  the  imiabitants  of  Frofice  fi^t  the  future  catalogue  (f 
citizens.  This  fear  is  founded  on  the  conftitutional  a<fV,  which  ena6^«, 
that  from  the  year  xii,  every  Frenchman  who  cannot  read  and  write 
ihall  be  erafed  from  the  lift  of  citi%ens  :  and  it  is  high^  probable, 
that,  fhould  the  oonftitution  exift  at  that  period,  an  obedience  to  this 
article  will  pkcf  Fr^ncç  wnder  the  dominion  of;  a.vcry  limited  anf- 
tPcr^cy.  ^     . 
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"value,  mere  empty  ciphers  traced  out  on  papery  and  the 
DircAory  carefully  add,  that  the  law  which  fixed  thcfc 
credits  for  the  coining  year  is  but  a  niere  indication. 

If  the  great  roads  are  out  of  repair  and  impajfahle^ 
and  if  the  confequence  of  this  is  a  mferahle  Jiagnatitm  of 
all  traffic,  the  Direâpry  equally  point  out  as  the  cauie 
of  this  evil,  that  for  many  years  nothing  has  been  done 
in  this  department  y  nor  any  money  paid. 

If  the  two  Councils  inquire  the  caufe  of  the  nume- 
rous robberies  committed  on  thefe  roads;  the  Dîreâory 
reply,  that  thefe  robberies  are  ÛAfirftfignal  of  a  civil 
war  ;  that  there  ^ire  fcarcely  three  thoufand  inen  of  the 
gendarmerie  mounted  throughout  the  republic  ;  and  that 
this  evil  afifes  in  a  great  meajure  from  the  great  blanks 
that  ftill  exifi  in  thejyftem  of  the  finances  *- 

If,  on  learning  that  a  ferions  infurreflrioh  had 
broken  out  in  Belgium,  the  -Councils  apply  to  the 
Dired^ory  to  know  the  real  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
Low  Countries,  and  the  remedy  of  the  evil,  they  ftill 
anfwer,  "  that  it  arifes  from  the  intrigues  of  England; 
and  that  they  can  never  expeél  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe 
movements,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  not  hs^yç.  fecret  funds 
at  their  difpofal  fuiHcient  to  create  the  means  of  dif- 
covering  and  counterworking  all  her  manoeuvres — 
they  declare,  that  a  fum  of  a  million  and  a  half  is 
indifpenfahly  necejfary  for  this  objeSt  -f*. 

If  a  few  of  the  deputies  venture  to  complain  of 

fcandalous    contraélsy   the    Piredorial    party   filence 

them  by  faying,  **  that  economy  in  thefe  contraâs  is 


*  MelTage  of  the  6th  December  1797. 

I  Meflàge  of  the  Dîreôory  of  t{ic  2d  November  1798^ 
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mfàffibk,  fo  long  as  the  national  treafury  Aiall  not 
be  in  à  doi^dition  to  Jmy  ready,  money  to  the  con- 
traâors,  who  muft  neceflarily  be  compenfated  for  the 
rifle  they  run  by  accepting  ordotmances^,  the  payaient 
of  which  is  fo  precarious — that  the  contradlors  exa6t 
fuch  indemnities  (prices)  as  are  proportioned  to  the 
yalue  of  their  advances^  and  the  rijk  naturally  attend^ 

mgonK  POWERFUL  IXEBTOR  *.'* 

If  a  general  outcry  is  raifed  againft  the  multiplicity 
of  bankruptcies  ;  if  it  is  complained  that  they  become 
more  and  more  frequent^  even  among  tbofe  clafles 
of  merchants  who  have  no  connexions  with  the  go- 
vernment, Bailleul  reprcfents,  that  whatever  endear- 
vours  men  exert  te  infidate  them/elves,  it  is  imfoffihle  to 
avoid  all  kinds  of  connemoHy  direEt  or  indireûy  with  th,e 
exchequer  y  or  to  efcape  th$  Jhock  of  its  motion^  which  j 
beginning  from  the  centre  of  the  flate^  extends  its  effeQs 
ie  every  point  of  the  circumference^  affeBs  every  hranch 
9f  ^ff^^^^y  ^^  penetrates  into  all  the  afylvms  of  fortune^ 
of  labour  J  and  of  indufiry  \. 


♦  CraiTotJS. 

f  AlmGfl  all  the  Paris  papers'that  have  arrived  while  the  prcfent 
work  has  been  in  the  prefs  are  full  of  new  fe^s  and  new  ftatements, 
which  prove,  that,  fo  far  from  having  indulged,  in  the  prece^Kng 
chapters,  in  the  ûnallefl  exaggeration,  I  have  kept  far  within  the  hoc 
of  truth.  '  ' 

Among  other  things  it  there  appears,*  that  at  the  very  time  when  I 
was  expreffing  my  furprife  with  regard  to  the  two  Calffes  ^Efcomptesy 
and  the  continuance  of  the  credit  given  to  ±eir  paper,  the  principal 
of  thofe  banks  flopped  payment.  "  But  a  ilill  greater  evil  attended 
this  fufpenfion,  which  miglit  eafily  have  been  fbrefeen,  and  which 
\t  wa9  highly  importjaitit  to  prevent^  fioce  it  ferved  as  a  iignal,  asd 
afforded  a  pretext,  to  innumerable  trades-people,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to* the  other,  to  ftofi  payment^  though  their  coffers  werefuS»  - 

This  is  the  language  of  the  Deputy  Pollârd,  wU^  complainifig  of 
the  côn;:€ikd  coincidence  .tfaey  feç(^  to  have  purfued  in  thcjr  liùhircs; 


izrd 
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If,  though  the  tax  on  tobacco  was  decreed  mptm* 
ciple  more  thnxi  a  year  ago,  the  two  Councils  have  nof 


-*b- 


oa  whick  occafion  he  <klivered,  on  the  28th  December  1798,  the 
following  fpecçb  : 

**  Ï  am  come  to  this  tr&une  to  denounce  the  numerous  and  îm- 
menfe  bankruptcies  that  ^aily  muhipiy  with  dread&il  rapifdity;  and 
which,  extending  through  all  the  ramifications  of  commerce,  threaten 
ultimately  to  fwallow  up  and  deftroy  it.  From  the  nioment  theft 
bankruptcies  bmkc  out  at  Paris,  they  began  to  be  ioimediately  fek 
at  Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux,  Lyons,  Rouen,  Nantz,.and  even  at  Or- 
leatis,  thé  paj)et  of  which  laff  had  been  èfteemed  the  niofl  fecurc; 
I  admit  that  commerce  had  prevjoufly  fuffered  much,  and  that  the 
fear  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  the  coalefced  powers  has  given  a 
'mortal  btowj  to  credit  :  but  all  thiefeievents  oughrto  have  been  long 
fince  forefeen.  It  is  true,  they  may  have  diminiflied  the  number  of 
commercial  tranfa^&ns,  bur  they  are  not  the  caufe  of  the  bankrupts, 
with  infolent  41^  audacious  eHrontery,  trampling  m  tbeir  ^aetons  oa 
the  m'ifery  of  thofe  wliofe  ruin  they  .have  occafionjed.  To  /ail  in 
every  ef^agement^  and  give  up  afiatemmt  of  their  èfféÛs^  is  to  them  he* 
fame  mere  ^?oWirJ^  .      *  '        >rr    .     ^ 

All  this  is  but  too  probable  *  but  who  h^s  given  this  example  to 
the  hâtîon?:  Is' it  i&ot  their  own  reprefentàtîves'vWhô'îîave  made  îè 
mere  sport  to  violate  the  engagements  of  the  nation?  là  it  not  thofe 
who  havt  (andioned  this  infanious  bankruptcy,  as  the  only  means 
of  having  their  c^ers.ftdl^  and  augmch!dng  iwfeat  they  >  call  their /«• 
denmities  ?  Is  it  not  thofe  who,  after  having  th\i§  fattened  on  the  fpoil 
of' the  unfortunate  ftockhoWer,  behold  him  ^\\X\infohnt  and  audacious 
effrontety^  and  trample  in  their  trikun^^oH  tfte  tnifery  of  tk^e  luh^jj  they  have 
ruined? 

In  reverting  to  this  iniquitous  tran{a£lion,  it  is  difficult  to  fa/ 
whether  we  ought  to  feel  more  horror  at  the  motives  then  alfigned 
by  thcfc  fraudulent  bankrupts,  or'  thofe  they  now  allege  in  their 
cxcufe.  The  grand  argument  employed  by  Villers  was  as  follows  : 
£ngkmd  will  contemplate  this  operation  (the  feduftion  of  the  dividends 
to  oiie  third  of  their  amount)  ivith  envy^  for  fie  pants  to  do  tJie  fame; 
hut  fit  has  not^  Itkeyou^  an^  national  domains  to  grant.  Incredible  as  it 
may  appear,  Lecouteulx,  who  firft  fuggefled  the  idea  of  this  na- 
tional infidelity,  by  reprefenting  it  as  a  mtrt  family  affair^  has  lately 
'publiihed  a  work  exprefsly  to  accufe  Mr.  Pitt  of  having  been  the 
caufe  of  this  Hep.  If  we'lifteii  to  this  French  legiflator,  it  is  the  in-* 
femal  genius  of  the  Britifi  cabinet;  it  Js  its  malign  influence^  which^  after 
having  fo  powerfully  co-operated  in  the^dejlru^ion  of  Lyons^  has  influenced 
t^e  French  nation  to  defroy  their  national  credit  for  ever. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  fame  PoUai^,  whom  we  have  before 
quoted,  after  having  denounced  with  fo  much  indignation  the  pxi- 
y^x^  fraudulent  bankrupts^  concluded  his  fpcech  by  exclaiming,  IFhy 
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yet  fuccieeded  in  reorganizing  an  eighth  part  of  tbo 
thirty- two  iniiUons  it  produced  to  the  monarchy,  wc 
mujft  by  no  means  imagine  this  ariies  either  from  the 
ihame  of  rc-eftablifhing  for  the  repubUcan  exchequer 
the  old  monopoly  which  had  been  aboUihed  as  odious^ 
or  from  that  of  deflroying  the  private  manufaâories 
that  have  rifen  upon  the  ruins  of  the  great  royal 
one:  no;  it  muft  be  accounted  for  by  the  nccefîîty  of 
an  advance  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions,  which  would 
not  be  returned  for  feveral  years  *.  The  treafurj'  is 
beiët  and  harailed  with  demands  of  too  prefiing  a 
nature  to  be  able  to  facrifice  any  thing  to  future  pro- 
,ipefts,  however  confiderable  the  expeéted  profits  may 
appear.  Thus  it  is  that  the  exhaufled  fiate  of  the 
fihances  becomes  alternately  à  caufe  and  an  effeél, 
even  to  the  preclufion  of  refloring  a  branch  of  re- 
venue fo  little  burdcnfome  to  the  people, ,  and  which 
it  is  in  vain  attevipted  to  replace  by  the  moft  vexa- 
tious taxes.  So  true  is  it>  as  Baiïleul  has  exprefled 
himfelf,  that  ta  reeftabîijh  the  finances  is  to  Jay  afoimda^ 

fiould  we  conceal  th  truth  ft  am  our/elves^  and  Jhut  wr  eyes  to  the  intrigues 
of  foreign,  agents  and  to  the  w^rà  of  Fitt  ?  I  dccufe  the  EngUJk 
ihemf elves  (f  caufing  all  thefe  hankruJUcies^ 

*  This  was  well  explauned  by  Riou  in  the  fitting  of  the  1 3th  De- 
cember 1 797.  He  fet  out  with  fliowing,  that  the  propofed  decree 
would  ruin  the  Jirivate  manuf avaries  \  but  this  objea  detained  him 
icery  little,  and  he  added  with  great  fimplicity,  *'  Could  you,  how- 
ever, deferting  confideratttms  of  reéiitude^  but  really  find  your  advantage 
in  it  !  Could  you,  while  reviving  the  whole  monopoly  of  fnufF,  but 
befure,  by  that  means,  of  procuring  money,  and  xhsX  fpcedily  ! — Bu: 
no;  while  you  are  waiting  for  the  future  profpeél  of  a  jFew  millipns 
of  annual  profit,  you  would  be  for  the  prefent  obliged^  however 
difa/lrous  it  might  be,  to  difhurfe  at  kaft  tiuenty  millions  for  the  ufuvuoid- 
alle  exjienfes  gif  tlie  cfiablijtiment^  and  the Juircliafe  of  the  raw  materials.*' 

Others  of  the  members  proved  by  calculations,  that  thefe  unavoid* 
able  difburfements  would  amount  to  thirty,  or  even  forty  miUious. 
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iion  for  the  profperity  of  the.  nation  and  the  happinefs  of 
its  i:itizensl'     .•       i  - 

If  the  laft  invafion  of  Ireland  has  eipded  only  ia 
their  confufion,  the  Direâory  have  boldly  anticipated 
the  reproaches  that,  might  be.  thrown  upon  them. 
They  loft  qa^time  in  announcing  that  cataftrophe; 
hut  thçy  added»'  -'■  that  it  was . preceded  by  circum? 
ilaacesfiiU  ttiQre  cailamitous:  for  General  Hardy  could 
not  get  tho(î^  funds  into  his  hands  which  w^ere  aiïigned 
to  him  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  ;  and  the  tohl  wanâ 
iffjiefe  aids':  'ôhoa  thtonfy  olfiaclp  to  his  failing imth  Jie 
fquadron  of  Savary  *. 

.If  thé  ooiÉtmitteç  of  marjiûe  d^lare,  that  the  public 
monuments  f^U.  to  .decay;  that  the  national  edifices 
axe  in  ruins  ;  .thai;  the  dy^P$  ar«e  bucfting,  the  quay^ 
giving  way,  the  Ught-houfes  dii^ppearing^  and  thf& 
ports  choking  up  ;  this  arifes  from  the  deficit^  alone, 
fey  they,  and  from  that  w^nt  i^f^nds  which  has  hi^ 
therto  paralyffid  the  hefk  and  the  wifejt  fehemes  ^. 

In  fliort,  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  when  the 
two  Councils,  were  hefitating  relative  to  the  expe- 
diency of  fandlioning  the  infamous  bankruptcy  pro- 
pofed  to  them  by  the  Direélory,  the  latter  endea- 
voured to  put  an  end  to  their  wavering  by  the  fol- 
lowing confidential  communication,  which  no  doubt 
made  them  ftart  from  their^  feats.     Soon  you  will  not^ 

,  *  ^Sec  the  Redafteur  of  the  30th  Odober  1798,  where  k  is  af- 
fèrtcd,  that  if  this  fquadron  had  failed  with  the  other,  Ireland  wouU 
have  bem  erUirefy  fepcuated  from  England-,  This  article  in  the  Diredo- 
rial  gazette  concluded  in  thçfe.  words  :'  "  How  affliétîng  is  it  to  re- 
^t^  that  all  thefe  evils  arife  from  the  funds  ordered  by  the  Direélory 
nçt  having  been  ready  in  time,  on  an  occafion  of  fuch  primary 
magnitude]" 
f  Daubermefnil. 
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chizem  reprefenfatives,  he  abh  secvrelt  io  tah  a 
moment's  repofe  in  your  abodes  at  iParis^  if  the  repairs 
which  are  urgently  requifite^he  not  made  in  /^odareies 
(under  Farts)  ♦. 

•This,  no  doubt,  is  a  bugbear,  aë  well  as  the  coou 
plaints  of  the  govèrnmefrf  relative  to  the  impoffibility 
of  their  providing  Cor  the  repairs  indifpenfably  requi- 
iite  in  the  lazaretto'es  of  Marfeilles  and  Toulon  -f-* 
It  is  evident  they  expeéV,  by  railing  thcfe  alarms;;  to 
jproduce  a  certain  efifeét  in  the  two  Coundls;.aiid 
this  alone  is  fufficîcnt  toiho.w  the  real  internal  iiate 
of  France.  

What  an  inexhaufiible  fource  of  refieâîons  !  WHat  ! 
after  having  confiscated  the  magnificent  edifice»  of 
the  metropolis,  and  alîenateâ  them  for  the  mofi  con« 
temptible  fums,  the  plunderers  are  reduced  to  a  con-p 
feffion,  that  they  tremble  at  the  prcfpeâ.  of  not 
having  it  in  their  power  to  appropriate  the  neceffary 
funds  to  preierve  their  country  from  the  plague^  or 
fupport  the  quarries  that  yawn  beneath  their  confilcated 

*  Meflàge  of  the  26th  September  1797. 

f  See  tlje  papers  tranfmitted  by  the  officers  of  health  of  the  laza- 
retto in  the  department  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Rhone.  "  The  fub- 
ftance  of  them,"  fays  the  Monkeur  of  the  14th  July  1798,  **  is,  that 
the  vaft  encloiures,  the  immenfe  halls  and  warehoufes  of  that  laza- 
retto, require  to  be  continually  kept  up  ;  that  this  having  beeh  long 
pçgledled»  they  cannot  be  repaired  without  a  f^jm^  of  about  6pyOoo 
livres,  which  have  been  frequently  fuedfor  in  'uain  ;  and  that  iJF  the 
r^p^rs  of  the  port  of  Pomegue'are  much  longer  negleéled,  the 
cuftoms  on  'the  Levant  irade^  and  tliat  of  Bai-bary^  'volîl  in  future  be  wholly 
unJiroduSih^e.^ 

,  On  hearing  thefe  pacers  read,  Marquczy  ftated,  thaX  the  fame  in" 
conrjçriiènce  exifted  at  tlit port  of  Toulon  :  but  all  thefe- alarming  h&s  did 
not  prevent  the  Councifs  from  turning  a  deaf  car  to  thefe  internal 
darigers,  and  giving  the  minifter  of  marine  all  the  credits  he  required 
for  making  a  conquefl  of  the  Levant  trade,  by  a  bold  attempt  on 
Malta  and  Alexandria. 
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hotels, -great  pàtt  et  the  city  of  ï^aris  îtfelf,  and  the 
three  palaces  whei^e  the  regicides  hold  their  iîttîngsl 
Yet  it  fe  fiibfeq«eifft  to  this  memorable  confeffion 
that  they  have  b\\t)tlëd  therxj^elvts  four  millions  aniti  a 
half  of  additional  indeinnities  or  falaries,  under  pre- 
text that  the  reprèfentativés  of  the  firft  nation  in  the 
world  ought  to  be  loaffed  in  a  manner  worthy  cf  the 
glory  they  have  acquired!  In  fliort,  they  refemble  the 
crew  of  a  wreck,  who,  having  loft  all  hope  of  pre- 
Icrvation,  endeavour  to  banifli  the  thoughts  of  their 
approaching  deftruâlon,  by  devoting  their  laft  mo- 
ments to  drunkemieft  and  pillage. 

Thus  it  is,  that  with  this  exhaufted  nation  one  dif- 
order  brings  on  anoAer  ;  thus  it  is,  that  every  thing 
centres  in  the  finances,  while  the  inextricable  cionfufion 
into  which  they  have  fallen  produces  innumerable 
evils  more  and  more  terrific  and  alarming.  //  can 
no  longer  he  /aid,    ihefe  evils  threaten   tjs  —  thé^ 

ARE  ACTUAILY  DRAGGING  ALL  THE  BJIANCHBS  of  the 

government  4o  dissolution.  Such  was  the  language 
-of  the  Dirçélory  in  their  mefTage  of  the  26th  Sep- 
tember 1797.  , 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  by  what  train  of  argu- 
ment it  can  be  denied,  that  what  is  taking  place  in 
the  interior  of  the  country  jufiifies  this  outcry  of 
alarm  ;  and  I  fcarcely  know  whether  I  ought  to  be 
at  the  pains  of  replying  to  that  multitude  of  timid 
and  uninquiring  minds,  who  ferîôufly  infifl:,-  thrft 
we  cannot  judge  of  the  effects  of  fech  diforders  ;  and 
that  the  new  fifcal  art  of  the  French  is  a  fpccics  of 
occult  fciençe,  wherdn  it  would  be  ufclefs  to  attempt 
to  follow  them  ;  as  if  the  inveftigation  required  an^y 
thing  more  than  mere  patient  attentioh  ;  as  if  a  moKQ 
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important  objeél  of  fiudy  could  exifi;  for  tl^e  na- 
tions whom  the  Diredlory  menace  with  their  dévalua- 
tions; or  as  if  it  were  not  evident  that  they  have 
thus  prolonged  their  own  career  of  plunder^  and  the 
apathy  of  their  neighbours,  only  by  gaining  poffeffion 
of  their  finances  through  the  terror  they  have  excited 
at  the  extenfivenefs  of  their  refources  1 

Thefe  men,  however,  to  juûify  not  only  the  fear  they 
jiave  felt  and  propagated  of  thefe  revolutionary  refources^ 
but  that  which  they  Hill  feel,  will  doubtlefs  endea- 
Tour  to  invalidate  all  the  documents  recorded  in  this 
work,   by  faying,  with  a  tone,  of  ^incredulity,  that 
thefe  pretended  vouchers  prove  nothing  but  the  per- 
pétuai conti:adi6liôns  of  the,  fpeakers  ;  that  the  re- 
j)orts  I  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  colIe6^  generally 
contain  no  fads  but  fuch  as  are  no  fadls  at  all  ;  that 
the  impofiors  who  publifli  them  are  intentionally  de- 
ceiving foreign  nations  relative  to  the  internal  ilate  of 
France,  as  they  deceive  France  relative  to  the  diipo- 
fitions  of  foreign  nations  ;  and  that  we  ought  no  more 
.to  rely  on  the  ill-boding  reprefentations  of  the  one, 
relative  to  the  exhauftion  of  the  republic,  than  on  the 
boafïing  of  the  others  relative  to  their  opulence  and 
profperity.     Befides,  they  will -add,  we  oug^it  never 
to  forget  that  the  Direflory  a^e  naturally  induced  to 
exaggerate  their  diflrefles  in  their  public  meflages  ; 
becaufe  thefe .  meflages  are  foleLy  intended  to  obtain 
decrees  for  new  taxes.;  and  becaufe  they  can  neither 
procure  thefe,  nor  even  juftifyrthe  demand,  but  by 
Showing  that  adreadful  abyfe  is  yawning  beneath  the 
republic  ;  that  the  party  who  perfift  in  refufing  new 
fubfidics,.  mufl  alfo  paint  in  the  darkcft  coloi^rs  the 
jRifery  of  the  people,  and  their  want  of  power  to 
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fupport  the  burden  ;  and  that  whenever  the  latter  de-^ 
clare  they  have  no  more  than  is  Jiriélly  necejfary  for 
themfelves,  or  that  their  capitals  are  diffipated,  and 
that  all  their  refources  are  dried  up  ;  then  their 
leaders  inflantly'  change  their  tone,  and  affert,  that 
thefe  refources  are  entire,  immenfey  inexhaujiihle  ;  that 
therefore  no  inference  can  be  drawn  from  their  ha- 
rangues, but  that  they  bear  all  the  marks  of  exaggera- 
tion, invalidate  themfelves,  and  deftroy  one  another. 
But  I  deny  that  any  exaggeration  exifts  in  the 
documents  on  which  my  reafoning  is  founded  when 
proving  the  decay  of  agriculture,  the  fubveriion  of 
the  colonies,  the  ruin  of  the  manufaétories,  the  an-^ 
nihilation  of  commerce,  and  the  fiagnation  of  pro* 
dudkive  labour.  When  thefe  official  reports  are  cor- 
roborated by  the  enormous  deficit  of  the  public  tc- 
venue,  by  the  accounts  of  the  treafury,  which  prove 
that  during  the  eleven  firft  months  of  the  ye^r  vj. 
the  taxes  have  always  yielded  lefs  aijid  lefs>  in  prc-, 
portion  as  new  rigours  ^lave  been  invented  fpr  levy- 
ing them,  by  the  fubfequent  avowal  of  the  Directory, 
and  their  minifter  of  contributions,  who  proclaim, 
that  fi nee  thefe  are  multiplied,  the  receipts  grow  more 
tardy ^  that  the  accounts  of  the  Jiamp-dutiesy  during  the 
three  jirfi  months  of  the  year  vïi.  evince  a  confiderahh 
diminution,  and  that  the  receipts  have  not  increafed 
fince  the  commencement  of.  the  fécond  quarter^  iMhen 
we  take  a  furvey,  I  fay,  of  this  imménfe  number  of 
authentic  and  concurrent  documents,  furely  we  may 


*  Thefe  two  coûfbffions  may  be  found  in  the  mefiage  of  the  15th 
December  1798,  but  more  particularly  m  that  of  the  2d  February 
1799,  of  which  J  fhall  have  oecaiion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 
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be  allowed  to  cxprefs  our  aftonifhment  that  ihcy 
can  leave  a  fhadow  of  a  doubt  relative  to  the  radi- 
cally exhaufted  ftate  of  that  wretched  nation.  There 
is  nothing  to  deduâ  from  this  vaft  catalogue  of  con- 
feffions  of  their  leaders,  except  their  oriental  ftylc, 
which  they  miftake  for  the  nervous  language  of  liberty, 
atid  which  will  for  ever  render  them  thé  laughing- 
ftock  of  Europe,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  have  ceafed  to 
be  its  terror. 

l'hère  is,  however,  nothing  oriental,  nothing  de- 
dàmatory,  in  the  four  principal  reports  :  I  mean  that 
wherein  the  commercial  deputies  declared,  that  trade 
is  dragging  itfelf  along  amidjt  Us  own  ruins ^  and  that 
the  voorkjhops  are  Jkut  up  ;  thaï  of  Lapotte  on  the 
ôagnation  of  the  manufaélures  ;  that  wherein  Bail- 
fctfl  has  difplayed  the  calamitous  influence  of  the 
liationEtl  bankruptcy  on  commerce  and  agriculture; 
and  that  wherein  Lecouteulx  poinrtrayedl  the  univer- 
fa$  miiery  of  the  diaffes  that,  were  formerly  rich  and 
zS^mwO  ^This  laft  report  is  equally  concife,  fimple, 
^tïà  ïbll  of  tertain  and  welî-known  fa61s,  of  which 
all  ï'randè  was  competent  to  jlidge.  Can  if  then  be 
fappofed  that  if  the  Directory  had  it  in  their  power, 
they  would  halve  hefitated  to  contradîél  thefc 
feâs,  on  the  faith  of  which  the  Council  of  Elders 
unanimoufly  refufed  them  the  fubfidiefi?  they  were 
folicitiiig  *  ?   In  Ihort,^  it  moft  be  evident  to  every 


«  Thcfc  four  reports  are  amply  confirmed  by  that  which  the 
new  committee  of  finances  have  lately  prefented  on  the  sSth  Januaiy 
1799,  ^y  ^^îr  chairman  Males,  from  which  the  following  are  fome 
'  extraéb  : 

^^  Behold  the  wrel*ched  ftatc  of  our  commercial  connexions  abroad. 
What  do  we  witnefe  at  home,  in  thcfe  times  of  unrvcrfal  diftfuft 
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one,  that  thofe  of  the  deputies  who  begin  to  deplore 
the  impovcrifhment  of  France,  ftate  clear  and  nume- 

and  difcredit?  MWfaftories  in  a  ftate  of  ftagnadon  or  of  ruin;  de- 
ferred workfhops  ;  men  formerly  employed  in  aôîve  induftry,  and  ÎÂ 
clothing  our  armies,  turned  money-jobbers;  others,  whofe  mer- 
cantile genius  rendered  every  other  nation  tributary  to  France,  Seg^ 
ging  for  the  precarious  fubfiftence  of  colIe£ling  the  tolls  at  turnpikes, 
or  becoming  clerks  in  the  public  offices." 

**  Agriculture  is  overwhelmed  with  unfold  provifions;  but,^ 
'Want  ^  ahtUty  in  the  confumns  to  Jiayfor  them^  they  peti/k  in  the  hamis  ff 
tJie  farmer.  Should  this  ftate  of  affairs  continue,  the  quantity  re* 
produced,  will  necefïàriiy  be  lefs  and  lefs  every  year;  *and  thus, 
perhaps,  we  ftiali  at  length  experience  the  horrors  of  z,  famine. 

"  Our  internal  commerce  is  ftill  more  wretched  ;  and  beneath  îtj 
fteps,  devouring  ufury  and  unexpe^ed  failures  are  yawning  to  it^ 
ftroy  it." 

This  paper  concluded  by  declaring,  "  that  without  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  fome  new  branch  of  revenue,  we  muft  expe6l  to  witnefs  an 
exceftive  rife  in  the  intereft  of  money,  increaiing  failures,  and  a  con- 
ftantly  progreffive  augmentation  of  tlie  deficit^  until  it  produces  the  vcy 
CALAMITIES  the  enemies  ^  the  republic  are  iviJkin^forJ^  To  avoid 
thefe  cataftropkes^  the  chairman  propofed  a  tax  of  a  feu  or  a  half^ 
penny  ^(?r  pound  on  fait.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  this  tax 
was  rejefted,  when  we  obferve  one  of  his  chief  arguments  for  the 
expediency  of  new  taxes  on  confumption  is,  that  the  articles  oc^ 
which  they  are  \sixa perijh  for  want  of  confumers  who  tfr«  a blb  tq  PA V 

FOR  THEM* 

This  report  was  but  a  few  weeks  pofterior  to  that  wherein  the 
fame  committee  of  finances  had  afîcrted  as  a  certain  fkdl,  that  the  dèfi- 
.  cit  amounted  only  to  forty-Hve  millions.  Scarcely,  however,  bad 
they  obtained  the  tax  on  windows  and  coach -gateways,  which,  ac« 
cording  to  them,  ought  almoft  entirely  to  have  covered  it,  before  they 
came  forward  to  reveal,  that,  notivithftanding  this  fubfidy,  the  deficit 
would  [amount,  not  to  forty-five,  but  to  fifty  millions.  Nor  is  thi$ 
all  :  five  davs  after  this  retraction,  the  Direâory  fent  a  pnei&ge  to 
the  Councils,  informing  them,  that  their  committee  were  aUb  mifta^ 
ken. in  computing  the  deficit  of  the  year  vii.  at  only  fifty  millioM» 
for  that  it  Was  43,778,262  livres  y»-  thefirft  quarter^  and  this  exclu* 
fively  of  that  on  tlic  receipts  of  the  additional  laj  millions  appro« 
priated  to  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  aj-my.  ^ 

**  Do  not  imagine,"  continues  the  mefïàge,  "  that  our  fttuation 
k  improved  at  the  beginning  of  the  fécond  quarter. — The  rectipts 
have  feldom  exceeded  the  average  rate  of  ten  millions  per  decide; 
iJiey  have  jnoft  frequently  fallen  SHORT  (f  thatfym  ;  and  fuch  is  nowthf 
iituation  of  the  national  treafury  on  the  12th  of  this  month  (31ft 
January  1709),  that  there  remains  ooly  for  the  fupply  of  this  decade^ 
4,660,880  livres,  çx.  94/.  mfum  which  is  ifoT  svpficunt  t^erifint 
^J^^  îf  ^.^«wV/.'TsrTHeiukûfteacc  ojf  the  troop*  is  aot  certm; 
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rous  fa(îls,  wbîle  the  DircÔory  and  their  agents, 
who,  from  time  to  time,  exaggerate  the  proiperity 
and  refources  of  the  Great  Nation,  do  not  even  at- 
tempt to  contradi6l  thefe  fa6ls,  and  never  adduce 
any  of  a  contrary  tendency;  unlefs  we  choofe  to 
confider  as  fpch  the  mere  boaftings  of  fome  of  the 
fpeakers,  who  afcend  the  tribunes  to  declaim  with 
cxuhatioft  on  the  fine  climate  of  France  y  her  feriïh  foil^ 
/(ivoured  hy  the  gods^  and  cultivated  hy  thirty  millions  of 
freemen. 

'  How  long  (hall  we  continue  to  behold  the  extra- 
ordinary phaenomenon  of  a  flate,  which,  in  the  midfl: 
of  fuch  complete  diforganizatioiT,  flill  proceeds  with 
the  impulfe  originally  given  it  by  its  affignats,  and 
which,  without  having  time  to  recover  from  its  ruins, 
daily  witneffes  the  fraélure  of  the  fprings  that  give  it 
motion,  and  which  had  hitherto  remained  entire  ? 
This  is  a  problem,  for  the  folution  of  which  the  expe- 
rience of  the  paft  affords  us  no  data  ;  becaufe  it  is 
hitherto  without  example,  that  a  governmept  in- 
volved in  fuch  expenfes,  can  fo  long  ipaintain  itfelf 


the  provifioning  of  the  fleet  is  wholly  negleéled,  or  extremely  incom- 
pjcte  ;  a'great  number  of  the  fervants  of  the  public  are  in  the  grcateft 

.  diftrcfe,  and  yet  no  relief  can  be  given  them.  The  moft  urgent  dilburfe- 
mentsare  fulpended;  the  national  credit  finks  infteadof  rifing,  that  of 
individuals  is  involved  in  its  confequences  ;  the  expenditure  is  in- 

'  creating,  and  the  lervice,  which  has  already  been  compromtfed,  is  in 
^a  nger  of  a  fatal  and  immediate  catafirojihe.  Thefe  are  notoriou  s  fa6ls 
which  no  contrary  alTertion  can  deftroy.—  By  making  you  acquainted 
with  them,  the  Directory  are  fulfilling  a  fevere  duty.  They  dis- 
charge  ihemf elves  in  the  pre/ence  if  the  republic  ç^^î// responsibility 

fur  the  difqfirmis  confequences  that  would  attend  an  interruption  of  tlie  mojt 
urgent  and  mqfi  f acred  branches  of  the  ferviceJ^ 

i  The  Moniteur  dates,  tlmt  a  long  and  violent  agitation  took  place 
after  this  meïTage  was  read  ;  which  Is  the  more  probable,  becaufe,  if 
the  receipts  are  not  fuffic tent  to  enfure  the  vky  of  tlte  ainiy^  t/ie  indëm- 
)iiTi£s  of  the  twp  Councils  begin  to  be  extremely  precarious. 
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under  the  burden  of  fo  great  a  deficit.     But  the  fall 
of  this  expiring  monfter  is  no  lefs  certain,  and  will' 
be  lio  lefs  terrible,  becaufe  it  has  been  fo  long  de- 
ferred. 

I  know  that,  among  its  numerous  vidims,  are  fomc 
who  begin  to  believe  its  exiftence  may  be  permanent, 
and  that  it  can  eternally  endure  thefe  convulfions, 
merely  becaufe  it  has  furvived  the  deftruftion  of  its 
paper  circulation  during  two  whole  years.  Though 
it  is  natural,. misfortune  ihould  render  men  impatijent, . 
yet  thofe  Frenchmen  who  reproach  me  with  having 
fed  them  with  fallacious  hopes,  and  who  feem  to  efti- 
mate  the  moving  power  or  the  duration  of  fiâtes,  by 
the  laws  of  animal  vitality,  will  permit  me  to  repeat 
what  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  we  muft  be  very 
ignorant  of  hiftorical  faâlSy  if  we  imagine  the  dijlrefs  of 
the  finances  of  fo  vaft  an  empire,  can  arreft  its  progrefs 
from  day  to  day^  as  a  hojife  of  trade  is  compelled  tç  fitf- 
fend  all  their  enterfrifes  from  the  moment  when  their  fit  ft 
bill  is  protefled  ^'^ . 


*  Hiftoire  Je  V  Adminiftratim  des  Finances  de  fa  R^ubliat$e  Françaife^ 
pendant  l^Amiée  1 796,  p.  229. 

This  paflage  ought  lurely  to  have  protefted  nie  from  the  reproacl) 
of  having  predided  the  inftantaueous  fell  of  tiie  ufurpers  on  the  very* 
day  when  the  affignat  plate  ihould  be  broken  in  their  hands.  The 
author  of  an  ingenious  work,  entitled,  Antidote  ai^Congrh  de  Raftadt^ 
has  lately  faid,  that  "  I  was  Hght  to  affign  an  early  period  for  the  f^Uof 
the  paper  circulation,  but  that  I  was  wivng  in  concluding,  that  of  the 
republic  muft  follow  it;" /or,  adds  \ityit  has  not  fallen^  nor  is  it 
PROBABLE  IT  SHOULD  ;^«f^  1/  has  done  mote  than  merely  to  exijl  on 
Jiaper^  it   has  exited  without   it — ;t,  has   found    means  TO    DO 

WiTtîOUT    FINANCES. 

Although  it  be  wholly  unimportant  to  the  public  whether  an  indi- 
vidual has  been  more  or  lefs  deceived  in  his  corye<5tures,  I  ma,y  be 
allowed  to  remind  the  reader,  that  even  in  my  firft  publication  I 
inûfted  that  the  apra  of  this  political  death  depended,  above  aU  things, 
on  the  allied jKnaer 5  perfevering  in  the  watj  and  on  the  magnitude  ^  their 
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I  leave  it  for  the  impartial .  reader  to  pronounce^ 
whether  the  diffolution  of  this  body  politic  has  Bot 
proceeded  "with  infinitely  greater  rapidity  than  could 
have  been  expeded,  when  we  take  into  the  account 
the  pillage  of  fo  many  various  countries,  by  means 
of  wWch  it  has  kept  its  ground  during  the  laft  three 
years  :  I  leave  him  alfo  to.  decide  whether  it  is  with 


facrifices  to  Jirevent  the  republican  armies  from  getting  pojfejjion.  rf  the  «- 
Jources  of  fuch  nations  as  they  ivijked  to  conquer^  in  order  therehy  to  conquer 
others.  But  it  is  infinitely  more  interefting  than  any  perfonal  con- 
trovcrfics,  to  ftudy  the  future  by  contemplating  the  paft.  How  is  it 
podible  the  writer  I  have  juft  quoted  fhouid  advance  that  the  re/tuhlic 
has  done  withfut  finances?  Has  he  forgotten  the  200  millions  of  Bata* 
vian  refcrijitionsj  and  the  thirty  millions  in  Jjieciey  which  Bonaparte 
boafled,  in  the  year  1 796,  of  having  fent  from  Italy  to  the  treafury  of 
Paris?  Has  he  never  heard  of  the  forty^fivc  millions  which  the 
agents  of  the  treafiiry  levied  there  in  the  following  year?  Does  he 
pretend  to  deny  the  "pecuniary  contributions  which  the  King  of 
rJaples,  and  feveral  of  the  German  princes,  have  paid  to  the  Direc- 
tory? Does  he  imagine  no  part  of  the  plate  of  the  churches  which 
have  been  pillaged  and  plundered,  wherever  the  republican  armies 
have  appeared,  has  been  brought  to  Paris  ?  Has  ne  appreciated  the , 
produce  of  the  fécond  pillage  of  Rome,  and  the  treafures  feized  at 
ierne  and  Zurich?  Has  he  confidered  the  contributions  expended 
on  the  fpot  in  Italy  and  Germany,  and  the  requifitions  in  kind 
which  have  there  maintained,  during  three  years,  above  half  the 
armies  of  France  ?  li  all  thefe  fa6ts  are  notorious,  it  is  not  a  fad, 
as  he  aflerts,  that  the  republic  has  found  means  to  do  without  finances. 
All  that  is  really  true  is,  that,  in  defeult  of  finances  of  her  own,  flic 
,  has  found  means,  as  I  feared  fhe  would,  to  feize  the  refources  of  her 
adversaries,  that  (lie  might  employ  them  againft  themfelves. 

Should  the  nations  they  threaten  with  dcftruétion,  flill  continue 
thus  to  fufFçr  themfelves  to  be  plundered  ;  fhouid  Tufcany,  Spain, 
and  Portugal  fall  alfo  into  their  hands  ;  and  when  the  Emperor  is 
attacked,  which  he  muft  be  very  foon,  fhouid  the  fovereigns  of 
the  North  remain  idle  and  indiflferent  fpeétators  of  his  fall,  as  he  was 
himfelf  a  fupine  and  paflive  witnefs  of  the  invafion  of  Piedmont 
and  of  Naples  ;  in  fhort,  fhouid  France  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  lofs 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  by  feizing  th;at  of  Berlin,  which  fhe  be- 
holds with  equal  avidity  as  the  treafures  of  Medina  and  Mecca; 
then  fo  long  as  thefe  treafures  fhall  lafl,  will  the  author  of  VAntidau 
bjc  able  to  fay  this  republic  will  not  necej/arily  fall*,  but  fhouid  it 
be  reduced  to  its  own  refources,    I   perfifl  in  afTeiting  that  it 

■WILL  FALL  BY  THE  EXHAUSTION  OF  ITS  FINANCES. 
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the  finances  of  their  neighbours,  or  their  own,  that 
the  French  have  fupplied  the  lofs  of  the  affignats, 
and  hitherto  furvived  the  deficit  that  confumesthem  : 
I  leave  him  to  determine  whether  the  mifery  of  the 
plundering  nation  is  not  ftill  greater,  and,  above  all, 
mofe  durable,  than  the  impoverifhment  of  the  plun-» 
dered  countries  :  and  I  aflc  whether  the  colojf^l  for^ 
tune  which  the  conquerors  expefted  to  raife  with  the 
produce  of  their  extenfive  and  unprincipled  rapacity, 
and  which  only  overawes  the  ignorant,  is  not  of  the 
fame  nature  with  that  by  which  the  Roman  conful 
recognifed  all  the  figns  of  the  profoundefl:  indi* 
gence  :  Div^s  es^  fm  autem  propter  aviditatem  pecunut^ 
nullum  quafium  turpcm  putas^—fi  quotidie  fraudas  y  deci-* 
pisy  pofcisy  pacifcerisy  aufersy  eripis  ;  ft  socios  spo- 
lias ararium  expilas  ;  f  teflamenfa  amicorum  expeSas^ 
aufne  expeélas  quidem  at  ipfe  supfonxs  :  hac  utrum 
ABUNPANTis  an  vsiZH'^i^figna  fimtt 
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CHAINER  XL 
CONCLUSION. 

The  French  Ufurpers  can  no  longer  fuhftji  hut  hy  means  of 

War. 

Jl  LUTARCH  informs  us  that  Pyrrhus  waâ  com- 
pelled to  make  incurfions  on  his  neighbours,  becaufe 
he  was  not  rich  enough  to  maintain  his  6000  infan- 
try and  600  horfe  at  home.  The  fame  poverty  which 
two  thoufand  years  ago  induced  that  prince  to  under- 
take t^e  conqucft  of  Italy,  has^n  our  own  times 
driven  Bonaparte  into  the  ikme  country  ;  and  mofi: 
affuredly,  had  the  modern  Italians,  after  their  firft 
defeats,  difplayed  the  leaft  fpark  of  that  dauntlefs 
Ipirit  by  which  the  little  Roman  republic  repaired 
every  check  they  fufFered,  the  modern  Pyrrhus  would 
long  ago  have  cried  out,  like  his  predeceflbr,  **  Ant^ 
iher  viéfory^  and  lam  undone  ;"  his  foldicrs  would  long 
ago  have  faid  to  each  other,  like  thofe  of  the  greateft 
captain  of  antiquity.  Omnium  vi£lores,  omnium  ifiopes 
fumus^  nee  luxurid  laboramus^  fed  hello  inftrumenta  belli 
confiimpjimus. 

Nor  would  it  yet  be  too  late  to  reduce  them  to 
that  extremity,  could  all  the  nations  whom  tlie 
government  of  France  threatens  with  deflruélion,  be 
convmccd  that  war  is  now  neceflary  to  its  exiftence; 
that  after  having  irretrievably  deprived  themfelves  pf 
the  refourccs  of  papfer  circulation  ;  after  having  ex- 
Jiaufted  all  the  productive  expedients  \vhich  they  de- 
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rived  from  the  influence  of  terror  at  home,  nothing 
now  remains  for  the  Directory  but  to  fpread  that  ter- 
ror abroad  ;  in  fhort,'  that  they  can  only  obtain  fuc- 
cefe  by  partial  wars/  which^afFord  them  time,  and 
furnifh  the  means  of  fucceffively  plundering  every 
country  where  induflry  has  produced  thofe  riches 
which  they  behold  with  envy  and  rapacity. 

Yes,  partial  wars  are  the  only  mine  that  remains 
for  them  to.  explore  :  nor  have  they,  without  working 
it  with  redoubled  vigour,  hitherto  fupplîed  the  emp- 
tinefs  of  tfteir  treafury,  and  enabled  two  thirds  of  their 
armies  to  be  paid  and  fed  by  Switzerland,  Germany, 
Holland,  and  Egypt.  If  they  go  on  feizing  the  ré- 
fourçes  of  the  weak  to  turn  them  againft  the  power*- 
ful,  the  King  of  Sardinia's  fate  awaits  all  the  fovc- 
reigns  of  Europe.  Even  fuch  of  the  latter  as  ftill  believe 
themfelves  invulnerable,  may  vainly  difplay  in  infii- 
lated  heroifin  their  uncooperative  prodigies  of  valour; 
like  the*  inhabitants  of  Schweitz  and  Underwald, 
they  will  no  longer  be  able  to  ilruggle  againft  the 
torrent  they  have  fufFered  to  increafe,  and  their  fub- 
je6ls  will  deplore,  when  it  is  too  late,  as  did  the  mofi; 
warlike  of  the  Svvifs,  that  they  did  not  rulh  in  a  mais 
on  the  common  enemy,  the  very  moment  when  the 
latter  pafled  the  frontiers  of  the  Helvetic  league. 

What  would  have  been  the  fate  of  the  Englifli  na-  "^ 
tion,  had  they  participated  in  the  torpor  of  the  cpnti- 
nental  powers  ;  had  they  alfo  ofFered  themfelyeç  a^ 
viâims  to  thefe  new  Vandals,  and  had  they  not  in 
due  time  made  the.  neceflary  preparations  to  deprive 
them  of  all  hopes  of  pillaging  their  bank,  or  of 
maintaining  fleets  and  armies  at  their  expenfe  ?  Fp^r? 
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tunatcly,  however,  the  whole  nation  felt  that  no 
other  means  of  faving  their  property  exiftcd,  than  to 
iacrifice  a  great  part  of  their  incomes,  and  that  it 
was  nccefiary  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their 
country,  of  their  liberty,  of  the  throne,  and  of  the 
altar.  '  It  is  by  means  of  this  twofold  national  effort, 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  after  having  called 
forth  near  300,000  foldiers,  and  100,000  failors,  in 
their  own  defence,  has  found  means  to  blockade  the 
enemy  in  their  ports,  and  fpread  an  univerfal  con- 
fternation  over  thofe  very  coafts  from  which  the 
French  had  promifed  to  invade  his  dominions. 

When,  on  the  30th  December  1797,  Jean  de  Bry, 
without  concealing  the  dangers  of  this  maritime  ex- 
pedition, confefled  that  if  was  Juffickntly  juftified  hy  ike 
necejfity  of  the  meajure  *,  he  let  flip,  in  few  words, 
that  truth,  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  in  tlie 
Courfe  of  this  work  to  prove  :  I  mean  that  the  op- 
preffors  of  France  could  no  longer  exift  at  home  but 
by  fending  their  flaves  to  foreign  pillage,  and  that 
they  are  henceforward  compelled  to  calculate  not  fa 
rou0h  the  probable  dangers,  as  the  poflible  produce, 
6f  thefe  military  excurfions.  Thanks  to  the  public 
fpîrit  which  the  Englilh  nation  have  difplayed  ;  they 
have^  convinced  the  Dire6tory  that  they  can  neither  he 
difunited  nor  intimidated.    Hence  it  becaiïie  neceflary 


*  Should  any  one  ftill  doubt  th^t  the  expedition  agamft  England 
and  Ireland  originated  in  ihe  poverty  of  the  finances,  it  would  be 
fuHicient  to  refer  them  to  the  intercepted  correfpofiden<5e  of  Cîtîzça 
Sttme,  one  of  thofe  Engliflimen  who  have  emigrated  to  Paris,  in 
purfuit  of  liberty,  and  who  piques  himfeif  on  being  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Diredory.  The  inyafion  ^  England^  he  writes  to  his 
friend  Dr.  Priellley,  is  a  dmrée  or  mackandi/e  of  the  Jitfi  nçcejity  fo^ 
them. 
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to  -compute  the  perils  of  a  tnjtritiftic  expedition,  and 
cohlequently  to  renounce  the  idea  of  braving  them. 
And  what  has  been  the  cotifequence  ?  Precifely  what 
I  ftated  a  year  ago,  when,  quoting  the  vîlîonary 
boafts  of  this  very  Jean  de  Bry,  I  faid,  *'  that  ' 
if  the  French  fleet,  blocked  up  in  their  ovvn  ports, 
were  compelled  to  renounce,  the  proje6led  irivafion, 
the  Dîre6lory  would  indemnify  them/elves  (ot  the  lofs  of 
thispreyy  by  devoting  the  neutral  powers  to  the  fate 
with  which  tUcy  had  threatened  England/* 

This  alternative  was  inevitable,  nor  is  it  any  longer 
doubtful,  fince  the  fleet  originally  deftined  to  pillage 
the  bank  of  England,  went'  to  Egypt  to  feize^the 
ireafures  of  Medina  and  of  Mecca.  To  indemnify 
themfelves  for  the  Britifh  iflands  having  become  in- 
vulnerable, thé  Dîreâory  have  attacked  the  five  neu- 
tral and  unarmed  powers;  they  have  lacked  the 
Kttle  Swifs  cantons,  pillaged  Rome,  feized  Piedmont^ 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Malta  and  Egypt* 
All  thefe  enterprifes  have  been  executed  within  the 
Ipace  of  a  few  months,  and  yèt  nations  there  are,  who 
flill  continue  fo  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that  their 
turn  is  ipeedily  approaching  ;  that  fince  the  fall  of 
the  paper  circulation,  the  French  Directory  can  no 
longer  fupport  the  armies  of  the  republic,  but  by 
fending  them  into  the  territories  of  their  neighbours, 
no  matter,  whether  allies  or  enemies  ;  and  that  there 
now  cxifts  in  the  heart  of  the  continent  the  fame 
niîlîtary  confraternity  that  the  Algerines  and  Tûnîfians 
have  cftabliflred  on  the  coafts  of  Africa!  Jn  vain 
may  its  founders  exult  in  tie  majeftic  rank  affumed  hy 
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the  Great  Nation*.  This  Great  Nation  is  now  no 
more  than  a  horde  of  buccaneers,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  a  government  of  arch-pirates  ;  who,  like 
the  Dey  of  Algiers,  maintain  theûifelves  by  the  plun* 
der  of  the  weaker  fiâtes,  and  the  bafe  and  unmanly 
jealoufies  of  the  powerful. 

Such  is  now  the  effrontery  of  the  governors  of 
France,  that  they  are  no  longer  at  the  pains  of  con* 
cealing,  that  plunder  is  their  lafl  refonrce,  and 
the  only  means  of  meliorating  their  finances  :  ^^  Our 
arms  become  enervated,  owv finances  are  exhauftedy* 
faid  Briflbt  on  the  19th  September,  **  by  a  too  long 
continued  uncertainty, — Pçace  to  cottages^  and  war  to 
tyrants. — ^We  will  carry  it  into  the  heart  of  their 
dominions.  They  alone  Jhall  hear  .the  hurden^  hut  the 
finances  of  the  reptiblic  will  be  in  the  road  to  meliora-x 
tiony  while  our  armies  will  emancipate  the  natioris. 
I  will/r^^/j/cconfefs,  that  when  I  contemplate  o^r  pafl 
achievements,  when  I  refle6l  on  the  high  defiiny  that 
awaits  us,  and  behold  innumerable  nations  foliciting 
our  aîd,  T  thank  the  blindnefs  of  our  enemies,  ,.and  I 
am  led  to  wifh  their  miniflers  may  fillup  the  mea-. 
fure  of  their  crimes. — We  want  but  two  campaigns 
more,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  a  few  royal  crimes 
and  a  îcw  firokes  of  the  republican  fiibreC'' 
'  This  iâ  not  the  only  deputy  who  has  freely  con- 
fefTed,  that  war  alone  can  henceforward  meliorat^^ 
their  finances.  //  is  hy  conquering  our  enemies^  faid  his 
colleague  Duvignet  a  few  days  after,  that  we  Jhall 

.     *  François  de  Neufchâteau, 
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fain  new  frizes^  atzd:  acquire  new  in/irwnenis  of  viSîory., 
This  k  'fpeaking. plainly;  and  the  invafion  of  Svvit- 
«erland^  of  Egj'pt,  of  Lucca,  and  of  Piedmont,  fur- 
ther .'explain,  tibat  the  iënate  of  France  ulidcrffand 
by  the  word  enemies  the  inhabitants  of  every  country 
into  which  their  legions  can  penetrate. 
1-  But  let.  us  not  forget,  that  iia  proportion  to  the  fa- 

,  cility  they  hav^  exjperienced  of  completing  the  levy 
îarf  aoojooo  men  by  confcriptiôn,  is  their  failure  in 
that  of  the  ia5.  millions  of  livres,  which  they  repre- 
fented  as  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  their  equipment 
and  their  pay.  One  of  the  moft  enlightened  of  the 
members,  however,  inceflantly  repeated,  th^t  unlefe 
this  fubfidy  fucceeded,  the  confcription  might  rather 
be  prejudicial  than  ufeful.  .  ^^  Attend  to  tJie  contri* 
butions,  attend  to  the  finances. — Attend  ,da.y  and 
night  to  this  important  work,'*  find  Stevenptté  on  the 
^rft  Auguft  1798:  *^  let  the  fcheme  for  recruit- 
ing the  armiea  be  fupported  by  a  financial  law 
equally  founded  on  juftice  arid  equality.  Tljen  will 
you    put   an  end   to -the  criminal  irrefolutions  of 

,  Rafladt.  Then,  and  then  only,  will  you  h^ave^y^;!- 
quijhed  all  the  kings  of  Europe," — "  'Tis  in  vain, 
added  Duvignet,  "  that  new  warriors  take  up  arms  in 
the  caufe  of  the  republic,  if  our  financial  re^urces  do 
not  yo  hand  in  hand  with  the  new  difplay  of  puf  mili- 
tary force  :'*  a  truth  which  Villers  rendered  ftill  more 
iirikingj  in  the  fitting  of  the  31ft  December,  by  in- 
fifting,  that  ^*^  the  fituation  of  the  republic  is  Jiich^ 
that  the  political  refult  of  it  defends  entirely  on  its 
PECUNIARY  refourcesV  ; 

Manciplis  locuplcs  eget  aeiis  Capadocum  rex.     Hon. 
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This  fufficîchtly  proves,  that  the  policy  of  the  re«» 
gency  of  France  is  naw  prccifely  that  of  the  regency 
of  Algiers  and  Tunis  ;  and  the  refemblatnce  is  the 
more  perfe6l,  fince,  by  having,  like  theoi,  rendered 
their  flavcs  infenfiWe  to  the  uiëfol  arts,  and  robbed 
them  of  the  habits  of  ptoduélive  induftry,  the  Di- 
reâory  have  by  degrees  reduced  them  lo  that  ftatc  of 
îinpoverîlhment,  which  h  reprefentcd  to  be  the  pre. 
lent  condition  of  the  inhabitants  <Jf*  the  Barbary 
coaft,  to  whom  War  is  defirable,  becaufè  it  is  the  only 
lucrative  ipecies.  of  employ  ment.  In  the  fécond 
chapter  I  foretold,  that  the  mifcry  of  the  French 
would  drive  them  into  the  armies,  and  that  tiiey 
V^rOuld  Jnhmit  with  the  imfi  Jiipple  ohedimce  to  the  de* 
crée  of  confcrîptîon.  This  prediâion  îs  already  amply 
fulfilled  Î  for  the  official  reports  ftate,  that  the  fuc«- 
ee<s  of  thi«  new  levy  has  even  exceeded  tha  hopes  of 
the  two  Councils.  The  roads  are  covered  with  foU 
diers,  ïàid  Bonnet  on  the  id  pecember  ;  France feems, 
à  /écimd  fimèy  fa  have  rijen  in  a  mcfs^^^^^^  Two  words," 
added  Mourcr,  "  will  côiivey  a  juft  definition  of  this 
grandy  this  falutaty  meafure^  alad  point  out  the 
imtnèfnfé  ejff^éfs  of  adopting  and  putting  it  in  force.    It 

tS  BT  THIS  THAT  THE?  Rfii^»LIC  WILL  ALWAYS  B£  IH 
tttE  AHMT,  AKt)  THE  ÀKMY  IN  THE  REPUBLIC.'* 

(Dan; we  require  any  further  proof  that  it  is  io^ 
tended  to  inlîft  every  year  all  thofe  Who  fhall  have 
come  to  the  age  of  tw.eînty-one,  and  that^e  immen/i 
effeSs  àf  flbis  meafure  are  niérely  to  coiitihue  the  war 
aiB  long  à$  there  fhalU  remain  a  fitigle  nation  to 
plunder  ? 

Mouret  had  more  reafons  than  one  for  calling  this 
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nfaïutary  mtajare  ;  for  it  is  only  hy  forcktg  the  youthful 
citizens  to  become  foldiers  that  the  republic  can  af^- 
iemble  them  beneath  its  banners.  This  even  its 
partifans  no  longer  deny  ;  for  in  the  fitting  of  the 
1 8th  Odlober,  when  one  of  them  folicited  fome  ex-, 
ceptions  in  favour  of  certain  clafles  of  the  confcrip- 
tion,  his  colleague  Vezin  filenced  him  by  obferving,^ 
that  the  refiftance  of  the  youth  is  vnly  at  their  homes^ 
and  that  from  the  moment  they  fet  out  to  join  the  arrny, 
they  think  of  nothing  hut  the  republic. 

He  could  fcarcely  have  acknowledged  with  morç 
fimplicity,  that  the  only  means  of  making  them 
think  of  the  republic  is  to  force  them  to  quit  it  ;  that 
no  fooner  are  they  abfent  from  it,  than  they  begin  to 
believe  in  its  exiftence;  and  that  fcarcely  are  they 
converted  into  warriors,  before  their  hatred  is  con^ 
verted  intp  love. 

Even  when  this  metamorphofis  is  accomplifhed^ 
there  ftill  remain  two  other  obftaclcs  to  overcome  ; 
that  of  conftantly  chaining  vidlory  to  their  car,  and 
that  of  infuring  the  pay  of  the  vanquifhers,  fhould 
their  plunder  become  infufficient  to  provide  for  it. 
Creuze-Latouche  has  very  clearly  fiated  this  laii 
difficulty  :  *^  In  vain  will  you  have  fixed  vidlory  oa 
your  fide.  Without  finances  your  efforts  zrc  fruitlefs. 
If  the  republic  is  proclaimed  by  fpeeches  and  oath», 
^  it  muft  be  eflahlijhed  by  works.  In  refpe<5l  to  their 
finances,  republics  are  not  invulnérable  ;  and  the  fame 
caufe  will  inevitably  bring  on  the  fame  fate  *."  Jac- 
queminot fupported  him,  by  apprizing  his  colleagues, 

*  See  the  debates  of  the  ad  February  lyççt 
£    £ 
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that  TO  REFUSE  the  govermneni  the  neceffafyfupplieSj  is 
to  compel  them  to  bend  their  laurel-crowned  brow  before 
the  kings  they  have  vanquijhed.  But  no  on«  has  more 
candidly  difplayed  the  dreadful  confequences  of  thefe 
refufahy  whenever  the  armies  receive  a  check,  than 
the  Direâorial  gazette  itfelf.  Ifj  however^  it  is 
there  faid,  they  Jhould  not  prove  the  Jlrongefty  if  they 
Jhould  be  driven  back^  what  would  then  become  of 
them? 

What  would  become  of  them  after  a  whole  campaign 
of  misfortunes  ?  This  it  is  eafy  to  forefee.  No  longer 
able  to  fubfia:  at  the  enemy's  expenfe,  they  would 
feparate  themfelves  from  their  .leaders,  who  would  be 
unable  to  pay  them  ;  and  we  fhould  foon  behold 
thofe  youthful  recruits,  after  having  been  taught  to 
ipill  their  blood  in  the  field  of  battle,  come  back  to 
accufe  the  Diredlory  of  their  privations,  call  them  to 
an  account  for  their  compulfory  retreat,  and  punifh 
them  for  their  misfortunes.  And  as  fuch  an  event 
would  infallibly  become  a  fignal  of  general  infur- 
reétion  to  the  Low  Countries,  and  to  Switzerland, 
Italy,  and  Holland  ;  the  deliverance,  of  Europe  and 
of  the  French  nation  themfelves  would  then  be  no 
longer  doubtful  *. 

But  how  can  we  expeâ  to  behold  fo  great  a  deli- 
verance, while  the  princes  of  the  North,  whofe  af- 

■    -  -  ^    -  -. 

*  The  original  of  this  work  was  publilhed  in  London  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  previous  to  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  between 
Auftria  and  France.  But  fcarcely  have  they  broken  out, ^before  the 
French  begin  to  complain  of  panial  infurreâions  at  Rome,  at 
iTaples,  and  in  Piedmont;  and  General  MaflTena  has  publifhed  a 
proclamation  to  the  Swifs,  beginning  with  thefe  words.  Inhabitants 
cf  Switzerland^  luhy  this  fudden  ctiange  t     T« 
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iîftance  is  fo  important,  contioue  fupîne  and  paflîvc 
fpedlators  of  the  conqueft  of  the  South  ?  If  they  leave 
the  Direélory  time  to  complete  its  fpoliation,  and  to 
difcipline  by  aâîual  fervice  the  200,000  recruits  whom 
they  are  incorporating  among  their  veterans,  thefe  are 
the  ambafladors  for  whom  the  miffions  of  Vienna,  of 
"VVarfaw,  and  of  Berlin,  are  deflined. 

Perhaps  they  will  order  them  to  march  towards 
Madrid  before  they  attempt  a  paflage  over  the  Da- 
nube ;  but  ft  ill  the  refpite  cannot  be  very  lotig.  Were 
this  plan  executed  as  foon  as  the  republican  armies 
had  circumfcribed  the  King  of  Spain  within  his  Ame-^ 
rican  pofleffions,  they  would  be  the  better  able  to 
cope  with  the  whole  of  Germany.  It  is  with  the 
plate  of  the  churches  of  Toledo  that  they  would  make 
themfelves  matters  of  the  mines  of  Kremnitz  and 
of  the  Harz. 

Should  any  one  flatter  himfeîf,  that  the  fpoliation 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  would  fatisfy  the  Direélory, . 
he  would  fall  into  the  grofleil  of  miflakes  ;  for  it 
may  be  held  as  certain,  that  they  will  ruin  all  the 
nations  over  whom  they  extend  their  rapacious  hands, 
without  enriching,  themfelves  ;  and  that  they  have  dif- 
played,  if  poflible,  flill  more  folly  than  avidity  in 
the  new  laws  of  war  on  which  they  adt  towards 
them.  They  are  fo  uncertain  of  the  duration  of  their 
conquefts,  and  fo  eager  to  lay  their  hands  on  every 
thing,  that  they  grafp  at  the  capital  flock  in  lieu  of 
taking  the  income,  and  thus  inftantaneoufly  exhauft  the 
fources  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  thofe  of  taxation,  with- 
out even  l^eing  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  obtain  the  former. 
This  will  be  no  patadox,  if  we  confider,  that  whprç* 
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ever  their  generals  and  commîflarîe»  appear,  their 
firfl  care,  after  having  cleared  the  churches,  is  to  fc- 
quefler  the  cftates  of  the  prince,  the  clergy,  and  the 
nobility  :  but  the  fear  of  coniifcation  going  before 
them  in  every  conquered  or  threatened  province,  the 
fortune  of  the  land  owners  is  diminiflied  by  at  leaft 
three  fourths,  even  before  their  property  is  aâually 
violated.  Thus  it  is  that  the  Direftory  have  found 
the  art  of  realizing  the  fable  of  the  goofe  that  laid 
golden  eggs  *  ;  and  this  alfo  will  Ihow,  that  the  more 


*  Of  all  the  conquered  countries  Holland  has,  without  compa- 
rifon,  yielded  to  the  trcafury  of  taris  the  greateft  pecuniary  aid  ; 
and  Lecouteulx  has  lately  exprefled  his  furpriie,  that  the  Dutch  couki 
do  this  without  being  completely  ruined  :  "  ïn  point  of  riches," 
faid  he,  "  the  Batavian,  republic  has  fufFered  much  tnore  confiderable 
loflcs  than  ourfelves  ;  fince  her  revolution  has  coft  her  almofl  all  her 
colonies,  while  thofe  flie  retains  are  of  no  value  to  her.  She  has 
alfo  loft  all  her  trade,  which  was  alnioft  her  only  fource  of  wealth. 
Yet  this  has  not  prevented  the  inhabitants  of  that  little  country,  oa 
the  one  hand,  from  pjiying  with  the  greateft  exa6lnefs,  and  on  the 
very  day  when  they  fell  due,  the  major  part  of  the  Batavian  re- 
fcriptions  fubfcribea  for  the  French  republic,  the  whole  of  which 
amounts  to  more  than  200  millions  of  livres  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  maintaining  a  confiderable  body  of  our  troops,  although 
they  had  not,  like  us,  national  domains  to  fupply  Tat  leaft  in  part) 
their  extraordinary  expenfes.  The  common  rate  of  intcreft,  how- 
ever, in  Holland,  is  only  ^x  per  cent,  per  amum^  while  here  it  is 
very  commonly  two  per-  cent,  per  month  ;  and  ftill  higher  when  money 
is  borrowed  on  land  or  houfes,  on  whith  it  is  very  often  impoffîble 
to  borrow  at  all." 

This  paflTage  is,  as  it  were,  a  complete  treatife  on  pjotitical  eco- 
nomy ;  and  is  the  more  inftruélive,  as  Lecouteulx,  while  inquiring 
into  the  origin  of  fo  ftriking  a  difference,  pointed  out  the  pnncipal 
caufes  of  it  himfelf,  though  withDUt  intending  it;  It  was  precilely 
hecaufe  the  revolutionary'  government  of  Holland  had  no  national 
domains  ;  it  was  becaufe  they  did  not  employ  confifcation,  that  the 
Batavian  land-owners  have  been  able  to  preferve  their  credit,  and 
therefore  to  borrow  at  moderate  intereft  on  their  eftates,  which  only 
loft  a  fmall  part  of  their  value.  Two  other  circumftances  alfo  ex- 
plain how  it  was  th^t  the  Dutch,  without  being  completely  ruined^ 
bave  been  enabled  to  difcharge  this  enormous  tribute  of  200  mil- 
irons.  The  firft  of  thefe  is,  that  being  payable  by  inftalments,  ex- 
tending to  fcvcral  years,  they  were  enabled  t6  pay  them  out  of  thrir 
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they  indulge  în  plunder,    the  more  neceffary  will 
plunder  become  to  their  exiftence. 


incomes,  and  almoft  without  touching  their  capitals.  Secondly, 
th^t  France,  in  lieu  of  fending  thither  her  extortioners,  left  to  the 
Batavian  government  the  exclufive  care  of  alTefling  and  levying  this 
fum  ;  and  that  the  Dutch  have  wifely  perfevered  in  the  old  financial 
fyftem,  without  venturing,  like  their  inftru(5lors,  on  new  experi- 
ments. 

I  believe  the  Dutch  were  obliged  to  Pichegru  for  this  arrange- 
ment, which  has  preferved  them  from  total  ruin,  and  by  means  of 
which  the  treafury  of  Paris  has  drawn  from  this  conqueft  greater 
pecuniary  aid  than  from  all  her  other  conquefts  together. 

Yet  even  this  ftriking  example  has  not  opened  thçir  eyes  ;  and  the 
firft  ftep  of  the  commiflaries,  when  they  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  Piedmont,  was  to  reduce  the  biUets  de  crédit  (the  royal  paper  cir- 
culation) to  one  third  of  their  nominal  value,  although  they  put  up 
to  fale  the  eftates  of  the  prince  and  clergy,  two  operations  which, 
coming  together,  would  be  fufficient  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  the 
confifcators.  Thus,  ahhough  that  province  was  as  rich  as  Saxony 
itfcJf,  I  venture  boldly  to  challenge  them,  even^  fliould  they  ad- 
minifter  it  according  to  the  fyftem  of  the  French  financiers,  to 
extort  from  it  half  the  revenue  derived  by  Frederick  J  I.  from  that 
^ledorate,  by  means  of  which  he  ftruggied,  during  feven  years, 
againft  a  coalition  ftill  more  formidable  than  that  which  now  oppofes 
France.  If  he  fucceeded  in  annually  raifing  in  Saxony  the  enor- 
mous fum  of  fifty  millions  of  livres,  thjs  arofe  f^om  his  nçver  ven- 
turing to  make  any  expropriations  whatever;  for  he  even  ab- 
flained  from  touching  the  domains  of  the  prince.  Yet  he  ufcd  his 
right  of  conqueft  with  rigour,  for  he  increafed  the  taxes  to  the  ut- 
moft  ;  but  he  never  departed  from  the  principle  of  doing  nothing 
that  could  put  a  ftop  to  reproduÔion  ;  nothing  that  could  fufpend 
commercial  fpeculations  ;  nothing  that  could  diforganize  the  efta- 
bliflied  fyftem  of  finance;  nothing  that  could  interrupt  the  coarfe 
of  law,  expofe  the  poor  to  be  out  of  work,  or  deter  the  rich  from 
brino;ing  their  fortunes  into  circulation.  His  unparalleled  ccommy, 
and  his  indefatigable  fuperintendence,  co-operated  with  th^fe  prin^ 
ciples;  and  he  himfelf  confefted,  that  his  enemies^  were  Vahqulftied 
merely  becaufe  they  were  exhaufted  long  before  him. 

Let  us  now  compare  with  this  mode  of  condiiét  that  of  the  F  ench 
conquerors  of  the  prefent  day.  Wherever  they  appear,  ihei'  firft 
ftep  is  to  feize  and  fell  lands;  and  as  no  man  of  property  d  ires  to 
appear  at  thefe  fales,  left  he  ftiould  betray  his  own  fortune,  the 
price  received  fcarcely  ever  amounts  to  as  much  as.  the  la  vful 
owners  could  have  advanced  under  the  form  of  taxes.  For  this  the 
French  endeavour  to  indemnify  themfelves  by  falling  on  the  farmer, 
of  whom  they  demand  contributions  impoffible  to  be  paid  ;  inco^- 
fequence  of  which,  *he  abandons  the  purfuh  of  agriculture.     ÏWs 
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So  true  is  this  aflertion,  that  only  a  few  weeks  after 
they  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Piedmont  and  the 
treafure  at  Lucca,  they  fent  that  celebrated  meflage  to 
the  Councils,  wherein  they  declare,  that  the  receipls  for 
the  firfl  decade  in  February  were  infufficient  forthe pay  of 
the  troops^  Yet  i  ii  lieu  of  being  deterred  by  this  difcovery 
from  undertaking  new  enterprifes,  we  fhall  find,  by 
comparing  datés,  that  on  the  very  day  when  they 
perceived  that  the  battalions  had  Ûïtiv  full  complements, 
and  that  they  could  not  find  money  for  their  pay^ 
they  ordered  the  Court  of  Vienna  inflantly  to  fend 
back  the  Ruffians,  under  pain  of  renewing  hofliJities 
within  a  fortnight.  So  fully  are  they  cçnvinced  that 
they  can  no  longer  exift  but  by  means  of  war,  and 
that  to  them  it  is  become  an  article  of  firfl  neceffity. 

-  Were  the  exbaufted  ftate  of  their  finances  the  only 
xnotive  that  urged  them  to  adopt  this  line  of  condu6V, 
the  powers  of  the  North  might  perhaps  enter  into 
a  compofition  with  them,  by  confenting  to  become 
their  tributaries  ;  but  even  were  thefe  powers  to  fub- 
fcribe  a  fufficient  fum  to  cover  the  expenfes  of  a  peace 
eflablifhment,  the  hatred  of  the  French  for  kings  would, 

confequence  fo  rapidly  enfues,  that,  to  prevent  Romagna  from  being 
reduced  to  abfolute  fterillty,  the  French  general  has  already  been 
obliged  to  portion  out  the  deferted  forms  among  the  Polilh  loldiers 
in  hib  army. 

Such  too  is  the  fate  that  awaits  Piedmont  and  every  other  country 
that  (iiall  fall  under  the  deflruâ:ive  power  of  thefe  infatiable  de* 
vouring  vultures.  Their  rapacity,  th^ir  prefutpption,  and  their  foUy, 
not  only  depreciate,  de]a;rade,  and  deftroy  whatever  they  touch, 
but  whatever  they  approach,  till  in  a  îq^^  months  they  find  them- 
felves the  mere  nominal  maftçrs  of  an  exhaulled  country.  Much 
has  been  faid  of  taxes  taken  in  kind,  and  the  fums  kvied  upon 
Italy  :  thefe  levies  are  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  when  compared 
with  the  lofTes  fuffered  by  the  land-owners  in  confequence  of  the 
depreciation  of  their  eftates. 
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neverthelefs,  place  the  latter  in  a  flate  of  perpetual 
war  with  France.    Never,  never  will  the  Direêtorjr 
imagine  their  ufurpation  fecure  and  permanent,  till 
they  have  banifhed  from  the  earth  every  goverriment 
that  can  remind  that  enflavcd  country,  that  they  once 
profpered  beneath  a  monarchical  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  or  till  Europe  fliall  no  longer  exhibit  a  con-  ' 
traft  that  will  convince  them  they  arC' the  mofl:  mi- 
ferable  of  nations.     It.  is  particularly  under  this  laft 
point  of  view  that  England  has  become  the  diief 
objfeâ  of  the  moft  inveterate  hatred  of  the  regicides:; 
a^  hatred  which  they  are  fo  incapable:Qf  oxncealihg, 
that  they  daily  proclaim  at  their  tribune,  '  that  the 
republic  will  never  be  confolidated  and  ellabliihed 
till  they  have  removed  the  lafl  vefliges  of  the  laii  of 
thrones.  Let  us  attend  to  the  language  they  thcmfelveS 
ufe  :  "  We  will  call  the  nations  to  the  recovery  of 
their  liberties,  and  every  Jlep  we  take  ihall  b^m^rt^ 
with  the  creation  of  fome  popular  afuthority  *. — 'Tis 
not  with  fpeeches,  but  with  bay gnets,  that  kings  muft 
be  chaftifed  -j-.-^To  them  republican  war  is  theelec-* 
trical  conduélor  of  revolutions. ,  They  perceive  not 
that  the  fearth  is  crumbling  beneath  their  fteps^  anfl 
that  it   is  '  on  the  point  of  opening  to  become  their 
tomb  ;  that  the  republic  has  reftored  them  their  domir 
nions  and  their  fceptres  ;  and  that  it  i^  her  powerful 
hand  that  deigns  to  protect  them  againft  the  indignU^ 
tion  of  their  fubjeéls  J,-— P^ris  is  become  the  lever 
that  moves  all  Europe  at  pleafure  §. — At  pleafure  thç 
Great  Nation  fends  conquefr  or  deliverance  to  fo- 

,    *  Briot,  t  Talot.  %  Briot..  §  Lecointe., 
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reign  nations  ♦. — ^We  are  ready — ^What  monarch  10 
tired  of  his  reign  «f-  ? — ^We  will  not  lay  down  otnr 
arms  but  upon  the  ruins  of  thrones.  We  will  deflfroy 
them  by  the  germs  and  the  leaven  of  the  French  re- 
volution J." 

This  is  a  fample  of  the  manifeftocs  with  which  the 
bulletin  of  the  two  Councils  is  frequently  filled  ;  and 
from  what  they  venture  fo  publicly  to  declare^  it  is 
eafy  to  mfer  what  pafles  in  their  private  juntoes. 

Nor  let  it  be  pretended,  that  thefe  are  mere  ora- 
torical flowers  and  figures  of  fpeech.  Scarcely  had 
.this  threatening  language  been  uttered  before  it  was 
put  in  force  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia,  although 
the  rçvolutiohifls  of  France  had  juft  united  with 
him  in  the  bonds  of  an  offen/ive  and  defenjive  alliance. 
This  very  treaty  was  even  the  title  under  which 
they  declared  him  to  have  forfeited  his  crown  §  ;  and 


*  Cbenier.  '  f  Addrcft  of  the  legiflativc  body  to  the  French 
nation  of  the  2Qth  September  1 798.  %  Lacuée. 

§  The  following  is  the  proclamation  of  General  Joiibert  when  he 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Piedmont  ;  "  At  length  the  Court  of  Turin 
have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity,  and  taken  off  the  ma(k. 
They  have  ajked  for  delays  to  fumijk  theiir  contingent.  The  French  go- 
■vernment,  which  is  the  friend  of  peact>  expeded  to  have  reclaimed 
them  by  conciliatory  meafures.  Their  declared  wifh  was  to  heal  all 
the  wounds  of  this  long  war,  and  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  Pied- 
mont, by  daily  drawing  the  bondp  pf  their  alljancç  çlofer,  Bqt 
their  hopes  have  been  bafely  betrayed,  and  they  now  order  their 
general  to  revenge  the  honour  of  the  Great  Nation,  and  no  longer  believ- 
ing a  court  that  proves  faithlçfs  to  their  treaties,  to  fecure  to  Pied- 
mont the  enjoyments  of  peace  and  of  happinefs." 

This  order  to  revenge  the  honour  ç^  the  Great  Nation  was  not  fent 
to  the  republican  generals  till  they  had  fucceeded  in  procuring  the 
citadel  to  be  yielded  to  them,  uncfer  an  engagement  to  maintain  the 
kuhUc  tranquillity  of  Piedmont^  and  Jircve^t  any  aid  or  proteâiion  being 
given^  either  direélfy  or  indireâîlj^  to  ihofe  who  were  dejirous  of  giving  dif- 
tuflfonce  to  the  government»  ■  ^ 

Thç  firft  ftep  of  the  French  garrifon,   when  they  entçred  this 
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at  the  very  time  when  this  new  plot  was  preparing  at 
ïurin,  thofe  who  afterwards  exulted  moll  in  its  fuc- 
cefs  were  exclaiming  at  the  tribuneof  Paris — "  Alk 
Naples,  Turin,  Madrid,  and  Beriin,  whether  wc  are 
not  religioiifly  faithful  allies,  and  whether  we  do  not 

fortrefa,  was  to  fet  up  the  tree  of  liberty,  and  receive  with  open 
arms  whoever  was  difpofed  to  give  dlfturhance  to  the  government; 
who  having  ventured  to  make  fome  complaints  of  this  flagrant  vi<^ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  General  Brune  replied  as  follows  :  His  SarJinhm 
Mc^ejty  will  remember^  that  he  has  commissioned  us  to  fecure  tit 
tranquillity  of  his  dominions.  The  better  to  difcharge  this  contmiffiom^ 
he  demanded  the  liberation  of  all  the  flate  criminals,  provifions  for 
the  citadel  for  two  months,  the  difbanding  of  the  militia,  and  the 
removal  of  the  governor  of  Alexandria.  On  the/e  coaditionSf  he  added» 
the  rehuhlic  may  Ji ill  believe  in  the  fidelity  of  her  ally ^  and bani/k 
her  Jufpicians^  nofwithjiandiûg  the  fatal  en  ors  that  have  taken  Jilace^ 

His  Sardinian  Majeity  having  complied  with  all  that  was  exaéldl 
of  him,  the  Directory,  in  order  to  lull  him  to  reft  on  the  edge  of 
the  precipice, ,  recallçd  General  Brune,  as  if  he  had  exceeded  his 
powers,  and  fubftituted  Joubert  in  his  place,  whom  they  ordered  to 
complete  this  fcene  of  perfidy  by  flriking  a  great  blow.  To  that 
general  I  Içavc  the  talk  of  giving  an  account  of  this  gkn 
rious  exploit,  which  he  had  fcarcely  performed  before  he  thaimci 
his  companions  in  arms  in  the  order  of  the  day  of  the  army  as  follows: 
•*  By  means  of  this  ra/iid  and  bold  expedition^  terminated  by  &i3oe 
days  oi  forced  marches  of  more  than  tliirty  miles,  the  army  have 
become  maflers  ^ all  Piedmont.  Boxh  o\;ir  rear  and  our  communication 
with  the  allied  republics  are  fecured  :  an  army  of  auxiliaries,  one 
of  the  fineft  arfenals  in  Europe,  1800  pieces  of  cannon  at  Turin 
alone,  100,000  mulkets,  ammunition,  and  proviiions  of  everf 
kind,  are  henceforth  at  our  difpofal.  The  troops  have  done  their 
duty,  and  (hown  their  impatience  to  give  proof  of  their  bravery.'* 
■  AfTuredly  this  impatience  was  very  much  mifplaced,  for  the  King  of 
Sardinia  fo  little  expecf^ed  thefe  forced  marches^  that  he  had  not  even 
given  his  troops  any  eventual  and  provilionary  order  in  cafe  of  re- 
Sftance,  and  Abfcribed  without  hefitation  the  order  of  his  allies  to 
refign  his  fceptre  and  evacuate  his  capital  on  the  very  night  of  their 
"arrivah  Such  is  the  rajiid  and  bold  expedition  of  which  the  Dire6lorjr 
boated  as  of  a  trophy,  in  a  manifefto,  wherein  it  was  dated,  among 
x)ther  grievances  of  which  they  complained  againft  this  perjured 
hngi  that  the  drefs  of  the  French  had  been  turned  into  ridicule  iu  Ait 
^o^inions.  It  was  on  the  reading  of  this  manifefto  that  Lemercier 
exclaimed,.  *'  I  confider  the  event  which  has  juft  been  communi- 
cated to  us  as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  of  the  revolution.  It  will 
teach  the  kings  who  are  faithful  to  their  treaties,  that  the  French 
jrepuj^lic  will  ever  rcfpedt  hers  with  all  governments  whatever," 
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rcfpeâ:  the  faîth  of  treaties,  even  at  the  facrifice  of 
our  interefls  and  of  our  glory." 

Xhis  appeal  to  the  teftimony  of  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia was  on  the  17th  September,  and  the  Deputy 
Briot  had  the  effrontery  to  urge  it  at  the  very  period 
-Vfihen  the  French  were  compelling  that  unfortunate 
prince  to  admit  them  into  the  fortrefs  of  Turin,  of 
which  they  were  icarcely  in  poffeffion,  before  they 
ordered  him  to  defcend  from  his  throne,  and  to  de- 
clare his  army  an  intégrai  pari  of  that  of  the  French, 
No  (boner  had  he  figned  his  abdication,  than  the 
Directory  eagerly  announced  it  at  Berlin  and  Madrid, 
direélly  reproaching  Charles  Emanuel  with  cowardice 
and  imheciUty  ;  and  completing  this  individual  infult 
with  a  general  affurance,  that  the  treaties  between 
the  republic  and  other  monarchies  have  never  been 
more  faifhfuJly  ohferved  in  time  pajly  nor  ever  will  he  in 
times  to  come. 

Such,  however,  is  the  condefcenlion  of  fbme  cabi- 
.  nets,  that  they  fend  ambafladors  to  the  republic^  who 
daily  hear  it  declared,  that  their  maflers  only  exifty 
lecaufe  it  is  not  the  will  of  the  Directory  to  make  them 
difappear  ;  that  the  French  are  ahle  to  obtain  by  force  what 
they  vainly  attempt  by  perfiiafion  *  ;  and  that  peace 
ought  to  be  the  wifeji  and  deep eji  policy  of  the  kings. 

Deplorable  infatuation  !  The  reprefentatives  of 
kings  hear  this  language.  What  do  I  fay  ?  They 
even  place  their  truft  in  it  without  taking  any  notice 
of  what  daily  palfes  before  their  eyes,  nor  of  the  in- 
numerable official  papers  in  which  the  French  go- 

*  Mcflage  of  the  DireAory  of  the  23d  September  1798, 
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vernment  proclaim  aloud  to  the  found  of  the  trum- 
pet, that  WAR  is  become  that  government's  ivifsft  and 
deepeft  policy^  and  that  this  alone  can  frotra(5l  its 
ruin. 

Oh  !  that  I  could  emblazon  this  great  truth  in  let- 
ters of  fire  in  the  cabinet  of  all  thofe  fovereigns  who 
feem  to  wait  till  the  univerfal  conflagration  of  Europe 
Ihall  roufe  them  from  their  lethargic  torpor  !  I  will, 
at  leafl:,  endeavour  to  lay  before  them  the  records^of 
this  fenate  of  incendiaries,  who  involve  them  all, 
without  diflinâion,  in  their  anathemas.  Thefe  records 
themfelves  will  teach  them,  that  there  remains  no 
alternative,  but  that  either  their  thrones  muft  fall,  or 
this  republic  be  deflroyed. 

Already  may  they  read  the  doom  it  is  preparing' 
for  them  in  the  traniports  excited  in  the  two  Councils 
bythefate'of  the  King  of  Naples.  Lauflat  himfelf,  who 
was  not  one  of  the  regicides,  and  who  pafles  for  one 
of  the  moil  circumfpeét  of  the  deputies,  could  not 
contain  his  joy  at  beholding  another  crowned  head 
among  the  viâims  of  the  Great  Nation.  .  *^  Let  us 
fend,*'  he  exclaimed,  '*  fincc  they  defire  it,  another 
miferable  king  of  Syracufe^  as  has  once  already  been 
witnefled  ))y  antiquity,  td  ferve  them  as  an  example 
at  Corinth." 

This  excefs  of  joy  was  the  more  natural,  as  it  was 
of  fuperior  and  primary  importance  to  them  to  make 
a  great  example  of  the  only  king  who  had  dared  to 
harbour  an  Idea  of  refiftance,  and  to  go  forth  to 
meet  and  brave  the  danger.  His  precipitation,  indeed, 
has  been  blamed  ;  but  was  there  not  reafon  for  him  to 
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conclude,  that  if  at  this  critical  moment  he  was  aban* 
doned  by  his  natural  ally,  he  could  not  truft  to  him 
in  any  cafe  whatever  ;  that  if  he  fank,  he  only  acce- 
lerated his  fall  by  a  few  weeks  at  the  utmoft  ;  and 
that  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  induced  the  Houle  of 
Auftria  to  purfue  his  ftcps,  and  imitate  his  example, 
be  had  the  beft  chance  of  faving  himfelf,  and  of  be- 
coming the  deliverer  of  Italy,  by  founding  the  alarum 
of  returning  vigour  throughout  Europe  ?  Afluredly 
this  noble  refolution  of  Ferdinand  IV.  but  too  fully 
juftifies  the  ecftacies  in  which  the  two  Councils  in- 
dulged, on  learning  that  the  inadlivity  of  the  Auf- 
tfians  rendered  his  fall  certain.  But  how  fliall  we 
defcribe  the  cowardice  with  which  they  fnfulted 
Charles  Emanuel,  after. having  exiled  and  depofed 
him  as  a  refradlory  king  ?  ''  Let  him  wander,  like 
the  infamous  Lewis  XVIII."  faid  Chabert,  "  from 
court  to  court,  leading  a  life  of  (harae  and  humilia- 
tion, and  let  him  fervc  as  an  example  to  thofc  who 
choofe  to  imitate  hini." — ^'  He  thought  himfelf  fuf- 
ficiently  flrong,"  faid  another  member,  '^  to  carry  on 
with  impunity  a  covered  war  of  policy  and  hypocrify, 
flill  more  bloody  than  that  which  neceffity  obliges  us 
to  wage  againft  our  enemies.  Such  is  the  doom  re- 
ferved  for  every  perjured  king.  Such  will  be  the  re^ 
ward  of  thofe  who  dare  to  violate  treaties.  We  fup- 
ported  his  tottering  throne  againft  the  tempefl.  he  was 
railing  in  his  dominions. — Let  this  fugitive  king  now 
cafl  his  eyes  around,  and  what  remains  ?  A  fallen 
crown^  a  dreadful  folitude,  that  terror  which  purfues 
all  tyrants,  and  a  torment  more  cruel  ftill,"  &c. 
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Echafleriaux  was  right  in.fpeaking  of  a  torment 
itill  more  cruel  than  the  lofs  of  his  fallen  crown  ;  it 
was  that  of  having  once  relied  on  the  words  of  peace 
of  thefe  traitors  ;  that  of  having  thrown  open  to 
them  his  laft  fortrefs,  in  lieu  of  entering  it  himfelf  to 
fall  as  a  king  fhould  fall  ;  it  was  that  of  having  aban- 
doned his  fubjedls  to  the  terrific  fcourge  of  French 
domination.  Alas  !  on  them  we  Ihould  indeed  beftow 
our  pity  ! 

But  let  us  profit  by  the  inconfideration  of  the  re- 
gicides, and  let  us  continue  our  view  of  the  menaces 
in  which  Ihey  indulged  againft  all  fovereigns  when 
pronouncing  the  dethronifation  of  thofe  of  Naples 
and  Sardinia  :-^*'  No  longer  could  they  fay  they  reign-: 
càby  the  grace  of  God,  but  by  the  grace  of  the  French  re-- 
public  *.— Already  has  the  King  of  Sardinia  difap* 
pcared  from  Piedmont. — Our  troops  were  there  ;  they 
joined  the  fire  of  their  cannon  to  the  torch  of  reafon, 
and  the  republic  was  vidlorious.  Thefe  kings,  who 
were  ignorant  that  royalty  exifts  but  "by  the  grace  or 
will  of  the  people,  ought  to  have  been  convinced  of 
this  truth  by  the  execution  of  the  laft  King  of  Franccf*, 
Among  the  crowned  heads  zxc  fever al  who  will  foon 
be  mere  twelfth-cake  kings  \ . — By  thofe  who  have  taken 
off  the  malk,  we  may  learn  to  know  thofe,  who, 
though  they  have  not  declared  themfelves,  do  not 
hate  us  with  lefs  acrimony  ||. — Ye  populiciJal  tyrants  ! 
at  this  fatal  moment,  you  ought  to  feel  your  thrones 
tottering  beneath  you. — Defpotifm  is  contrary  to  na- 

*  Michicls.  t  Guyomard,  }  Indet.  j]  Bigonntt. 
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ture.     Liberty  will  devour  all  tyrants,    even  thofe 
who  were  ignorant  of  her  power  *." 

I  know  not  whether  the  Abbé  Sieycs  annexed  a 
copy  of  thcfe  harangues  to  the  official  paper,  in 
which  he  dared  to  notify  to  the  Court  of  Prufiia,  the 
exile  of  the  King  of  Sardinia;  but  after  fuch  a  trait 
of  effrontery,  the  Diredlory  may  juflly  boaft  of  hav- 
ing kept  their  word  with  the  two  Councils,  that  they 
would  do  every  thing  to  remove  the  film^  and  open  the 
eyes  of  the  powers  of  Europe  ^. 

No  doubt  the  fame  notification  was  addrefled  to  the 
congrefs  of  Rafladt,  where  the  German  princes  arc 
incefTantly  adding  to  their  conceilions,  repeating  after 
each,  that  they  have  now  exhaufied  all  the  facrifices  that 
-  are  compatible  with  the  political  exiflence  and  future fectcrity 
of  the  empire  ;  as  if  any  facrifices  could  be  comfatibJe 
with  Û\ç:  future  fecurity  of  the  Germans,  until  they 
have  radically  exhaufied  every  exertion  of  their  re- 
maining flrength  to  recover  their  dominions  ;  or  as 
if  the  Diredtory  did  not  inlifl  on  the  cefïîon  of  the 
whole  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  merely  that  the  French 
government  may  be  in  a  better  cpndition  to  make 
new  incurfions  on  the  right  bank,  and  to  fend  forth  ai 
fleafure  either  conquefi  or  deliverance. 

And  what  was  the  reply  of  Jean  de  Bry  to  thefe  Ger- 
man princes,  'who  were  once  fo  proud  î,  That  regicide 
reproached  them  "^xih  making  no  account  of  public  cala* 
mities.  He  exhorted  them  not  tofhut  their  eyes  to  their 
own  future  condition.  He  infifted  on  their  delivering 
up  all  the  ftrong  pofls  which  form  the  keys  of  Ger- 

■  ■■■-■  ...     ■     ...I ■— .. .  I.-. .    I '  ■  ■      ■■II     i       .  —  i-^i .  ..I  I. .1  1^ 
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many.  What  do  I  fay  ?  He  caufed  thefe  very  places 
to  be  blockaded  or  taken  by  aflault  in  the  midft  of  an 
armiftice,  and  coolly  invited  thofe  from  whom  he 
wrefted  them  to  repofe  beneath  the  shadow  of  ik^ 
Great  Nation  ! 

Let  the  King  of  Sardinia  tell  them  what  this 
Jkadnw  is:  for  he  can  tell  them,  better  even  than  Swit- 
zerland itfelf,  the  juft  chaflifement  that  awaits  every 
fovereign  who  delivers  up  his  barriers  to  the  French, 
relies  upon  their  worfe  than  Punic  fgith,  or  prefers 
the  difgraceful  perils  of  their  alliance,  to  the  duty  of 
burying  himfelf  beneath  the  ruins  of  his  throne  for  the 
iafety  ofhisfubjcdts,  ^ 

What  a  dreadful  contraft  !  The  invafion  of  Swit- 
zerland has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  American  nation  ; 
and  yet  the  princes  of  Swabia  and  of  Franconia  flat- 
ter themfelves  they  Ihall  efcape  the  fate  of  the  Ber- 
nefe  government  by  daily  putting  up,  like  them, 
with  new  outrages;  and,  like  them,  robbing  their 
fubjèâs  of  that  cpnfidence 'in  their  own  ftrenglh, 
that  national  energy  of  charaéler,  with  which  a  na-* 
tiofn  is  every  thing,  and  without  which  it  is  nothing! 
What  !  fliall  thefe  princes  reproach  the  French  natioti 
with  not  throwing  off  their  unmanly  apathy,  while 
they  are  themfelves  trembling  with  increaling  fear 
and  terror  at  every  threatening  note  they  receive 
from  Paris,  without  confidering  that  the  fpoliation 
of  Germany  is  as  much  the  offspring  oî  fear,  as  thafc 
of  the  nobility  of  France  ? 

How  long  fhall  terror,  credulity,  and  mutual  jea- 
loufies  continue^  to  afford  inexhaqftible  refources  to 
the  ravagers  of  the  continent  ?  How  long  fhall  the 
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Germah  nation  be  forced  by  their  princes  to  rcRxain 
their  military  ardour,  and  continue  inaâivc  fpeéta- 
tors  of  their  own  degradation  ? 

Do  thefe  prince^  flatter  themfelves  that,  by  means  of 
fabmifîions  and  of  facrifices,   they  will  deprive  the 
DireiVory  of  every  pretext  for  war  ?  Can  pretexts  for 
war  ever  be  wanting  ?  Behold  the  fate  of  their  twa 
inoft  faithful  allies,  Switzerland  and  the  Porte.    Have 
Ihey  not  annihilated  thq  magiftracy   of   Bern,    be- 
caufe  that  body  did  not  fufFer  the  people  to  partici- 
pate in   the  fovercignty^  and  becaufe  they  held   the 
reins  of  government  with  too  firm  a  hand  ?  Have 
they  not^invaddd  Egypt,  alleging  that  the  repreient- 
ative  of  the  Grand  Signior  left  the  reins  of  govern* 
ment  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Beys  ;  that  they  had  dared 
to  dejpoil  the  prince  of  the  univerfal  rigkl  of  property  he 
enjoyed  over  all  ihelandsy  and  that  his  sovereignty  i/- 
feîfwas  no  more  than  an  empty  name  *  f 

Even  were  there  not  that  invincible  incompatibi- 
lity between  every  exifting  government,  and  that  of 
France,  which  eftablifhesa  mortal  conteft  between 
them,  the  poverty  of  the  latter  would  impofe  an  the 
Direélory  the  neceffity  of  renewing  and  perpetuating 
thé  war.  But  I  muft  ft  ill  recur  to  the  impoverifli- 
ment  of  their  finances,  becaufe  in  that  every  thing 
finally  centres  and  depends..  In  fhort,  if  it  be  proved 
that  in  time  of  peace  an  annual  revenue  of  500  mil- 
lions is  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  their  exiflence,  and 
that  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  levy  any  thing  like 
that  fum  upon  their  fubjeâs,  it  is  evident  their  gene- 
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rais  mud  henceforward  be  their  financiers,  and  that  it  is 
for  them  to  vvreftfrom  foreign  nations  that  pay  which 
fhey  can  no  longer  expeft  to  receive  from  France* 
Such  is  the  dreadful  refult  of  the  deficit  :  nor  fliould 
I  have  beftowed  fo  much  labour  and   afliduity  oa 
coUc6ling  the  documents  that  prove  its  exiftence  anc^ 
afcertain  its  amount,  did  it  hot  thence  appear  that  the 
French  Dire£lory  are  irremediably  condemned  either 
to  fall  for  want  of  a  fufficient  public  revenue,  or  to* 
fill  up  the  deficiency  of  the  taxes  at  home  by  the 
contributions  they  can  levy  abi-oad.     In  this  lies  the 
whole  queftion.     Can   they  continue  their  ufurpa- 
tions  without  having  numerous  artnies  at  their  com- 
mand ?  and  can  they  pay  their  armies  with  the  reve-» 
nues  of  their  fubjeéls  ?     If  this  is  impoffible,  they 
ttiuft  neceflarily  continue  the  war,  not  only  from  the 
fame  motives  that  rendered  war  the  trade  and  ele- 
ment  of  the  Romans,  but  from  a  motive  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  irrefiftible,  the  law  o(  felf-preferva", 
tton. 

Montefquieu,  when  laying  it  down  as  a  faft,  that 
Rome  muji  necejfarily  have  perijhed  unlefs  Jhe  overcame 
all  the  other  nations^  very  clearly  explains  the  phaeno- 
menon  to  which  flie  was  indebted  for  the  fuccefs  of 
that  great  enterprife.  "  The  nations,"  fays  he,, 
**  who  were  threatened  by  them,  were  fucceffivcly 
attacked,  without  either  knowing  or  inveftigating  the 
real  caufe  of  their  misfortune,  or  attempting  to  remove 
it.  Each  of  them  thought  themfelves  happy  to'  obtain  a. 
truce,  and  confidered  it  as  a  great  advantage  to  have 
deferred  the  perit>d  of  their  ruin.  Thofe  who  were 
at  the  greatefl:  diftance  from  the  danger  would  not 

"FF. 
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approach  it — ^Thcy  cxpC(Slcd  to  derive  from  patient, 
and  abjedt  fubmiffion  fotne  delay  to  the  calamitiea 
that  awaited  them — Half  the  money  that  was  fent  to 
the  Romans  as  the  price  of  peace,  would  have  fu£- 
ficed  to  have  deftroyed  them/'  , 

In  this  paflage  we  feem  to  be  reading  the  hiflory 
of  the  prefent  war  from  the  lime  of  the  defection  of 
Pruffia  and  Spain,  from  the  time  when  the  Frepçh 
government  began  to  difarm  the  ftrongeft  of  the  co- 
alefced  powers,  and  make*  tliem  bcheve  in.  their  mo- 
deration, while  they  were  falling  upoji  the  weakeft.* 
We  cannot,  however,  too  ftrongly  enforce,  that  there 
is  this  immenfe  difference  between  the  prefect  war 
and  that  of  the  Romans,  that  the  letter,  by  a  wiïe 
adminîflration  of  the  public  morley,  had,  .wi.tbia 
themfelves,  refourecs  againft  a  fucceffion  of  misfor- 
tunes ;  whereas  tlie  French  can  only  prolong  their 
exiftence  by  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  victories  and 
of  plunder.  Should  they  ever  be  reduced  to  conti- 
iiue  the  contcll  with  their  own  internal  refourecs, 
Europe  is  faved.  But  it  will  be  irrecoverably  loft, 
ihould  the  northern  powers  not  fpcedily  perceive 
that  the  poverty  of  the  Diredory  vvill  compel  them, 
fooner  or  later,  to  attack  them  all  ;  or  fhoiild  they 
not  unite  without  delay,  to  drive  back  thp  republi- 
can legions  within  the  ancient  territories  of  France. 

I  appeal  for  the  laû  time  to  the  German  jiatibn  ;. 
to  that  nation  fo  long  diftinguifhed  (^  the  rcftitude 
pf  their  judgments.  Is  there  one  among  them  who 
can  contemplate  the  overthrow  of  Switzerland  and 
Italy,  without  reading  in  the  plaineft  characfters,  the. 
fate  that   is   refcrvcd  for  the  Empire,    Ihould  that 
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ttatiôn  heiitate  tô  oppofethis  he\v  Romatt  jpôwéb 
with  thofe  very  arms,  ând  thofe  very  refources,  which 
will  otherwïfe  foon  be  wrefted  froïii  their  hands,  to 
turn  f hem  againft  itfeïf? 

With  what  lingular  •  fiiccefs  have  the  Diredlory- 
been  hitherto  makifig  traffic  of  their  terror  !   Already 
is  the  army  of  the  coafls,  once  decorated  with  the» 
ponipous  title  of  the  army  of  England,^  advancing- 
againll'Grermany,  to  piinifh  the  pri^iees  of  the  congrefs* 
of  Raftadt  for  having  employed  remonftrances,  when 
they  oughts  like  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  have 
been  raifing  fablîdîes  and  levying  foldiefs*     What  I 
the  cohorts  of  France  are  again  raarchitig  tb>yatds  the. 
Danubcv  and  yet  the  northern  powei^  ftill  believe: 
themfelves  fectire  behind  the  Wefer  or  the  Elbet' 
though  they  •  have  excellent  troops-  ,t6  the  amountj 
of  4  or '^00,000  mtH;  tinder  arms,  who  are  burning 
to  efface  the  ftain  wfeich  has  been  brought  upon  the.: 
German  name,    while  the  prineeswho   ought  to 
lead  them  on  to  meet  the  danger^  ftiU  flatter  them-; 
felves  it  will  not  reachthera  !'  Should  they  continuç 
thus  tô  be  indifferent  fpedators  of  the  progrefs  of  this 
revolt^tionary  foldiety^ .  whole  leader  has  not  fcrnpled . 
to  declare,  that  the  lafi  hour  of  the  kings  was  ahout  to* 
^frike*';  Ihould  they  ftill  fuffer  them  with  impunity • 
^to  over-run  the  Empire,  and  plunder  it  a  fécond  tîmê^' 
the  fatal  facrifice  to   which  the/  will  devote  botii 
themfelves  arid  their  fubjeiîls,  will  be  too  fully  ac«- 
complilhed. 
Ko  truth  can  be  more  clearly  demonftrated,  than 
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that  Europe  can  only  be  laved  by  a  general  con- 
federation of.  princes,  fulficiently  enlightened  to  pcr- 
ceiye  the  dangers  that  attend  on  half-meafures^  or 
the  leaft  attempt  at  temporizatipn  ;  fufficiently  juft 
not  to  indemnify  themfclves  at  the  expcnfc  of  their 
Wfcaker  allies  ;  fufiiciently  patriotic  to  defire  no  other 
cotnpfenfation  than  that  of  efcaping  fliip wreck  ;  and> 
above  all,  fufficiently  powerful,  at  once. to  purfue 
fuch.  means:  of  defence  and  of  attack  as  will  arrefl  the 
ftill  further  overflow  of  the  new  barbarians. 

Such  are  the  only  means  of  deftroying  the  hydra  : 
a'  noble  eaterprife,  which  would  be  equally  eafy  and 
glorious,  fliould  the  monarch  who  now  fits  on  the 
throne  of  the  great  Frederic  afpire,  like  him,  to  be- 
come the  a^giç'of  the  German  empire  ;  or  fhould  he, 
purfuing  the:  Heps  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  reftore  to 
the  Proteftant- nations  their  ancient  energy,  and. rally 
them- around  his  ftandard  to  lead  them  againft  the 
common  •  enetoy.  But  as  long'^as  the  fovereigns  of 
the-  North  ihàU  continue  in^étiye  and  panic-^ftrock 
fpeâators  of  a.  'iïiiuggle,  wjiich  is  unexampled,  ex- 
cept in  the  h^oxy  of  Rome-;  as  long  as  the  moft 
pox^erful  amppg  tb^  German .  princes  fhall  continue 
deaf  to  the  cries  pf  the  weakefl^  of  the  confederates  ; 
a^long  as  they  ,3(ha]l  fuffer  them,  to  be  devoured  one 
by  one;  like  the  coTTipanjons  of  UlylTes,  the  regicide 
government  are  furp  of  their  preyg  and  in  this  point 
o£  view  at  leaft.  may  be  allowed  tt>  exclaim:  with 
triumph, 

fTRE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  REPUBLlfc  ARE  ENTIRE^l 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


On  the  Revenue^  ûe  Deficit^  and  the  Refources  of  th^ 
French  Republic ^  on  the  iji  of  June  1799- 

iN  the  fhort  înîerval  whîch  has  elapfed  lînce  the 
publication  of  the  original  of  the  foregoing  work» 
the  Directory  have  renewed  the  war;  and  in  *lefs 
than  fix  weeks,  their  armies  havp  been  compelled  to 
rcpafs  the  Rhine,  and  retreat  as  Hfar  as  the  foot  of 
the  Alps.  The  Archduke  Charles,  General  Kray,  and 
Marfhal  Suwarrow,  are  but  at  the  beginning  of  theit 
career  ;  yet  all  Bonaparte's  brilliant'  exploits  are  al- 
ready blotted  out,  and  fcarcely  do  any  traces  of 
his  conquefts  remain  for  the  revolutionifts  of  France, 
but  the  heart-rending  refieélion  of  the  facrifices  and 
eriqies  they  have  coft. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  great  events,  which  feem  to 
enfure  a  fpeedy  emancipation  to  the  focial  world,  it 
may  perhaps  appear  rather  out  of  place,  to  turn  away 
our  eyes,  and  contemplate  the  pi<ft«re  of  diftrefs  exhi- 
bited by  the  finances  of  France.  But  hovvever  dif- 
gufting  a  fubjeft  of  refledion  thefe  finances  may,  m 
general,  form  ;  yet  if  ever  there  was  a  period  when 
they  deferved  a  more  particular  ?nvc<tigation>  furely 
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ît  muft  be  when  the  greater  part  of  thofc  rich  prc>* 
vinces,  at  whofe  expenfe  the  Directory  have,  during 
three  years,  mauitained  half  their  armies,  have  re- 
cently been  refcued  from  their  oppreffion  :  furely 
fuch  an  event  touft  Conftitute  a  new  ^ara  in  the 
finances  of  France,  fince  fhc  is  at  length  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  not  only  of  maintaining  her  armies  at 
her  own  expenfe,  but  alfo  of  confiderably  increafing 
the  number  of  her  troops  ;  and  this  at  a  time  when 
the  receipts  for  the  hi  ft  quarter  have  proved  two 
fifths  lefs  produ6live  than  that  of  the  preceding. 

This  la  ft  fad  it  is  extremely  important  to,  eftablifli  5 
but  the  more  fully  to  illuftrate  it,  we  muft  recur  to 
the  fiatement  of  the  produce  of  the  t^xes  given  ia 
pages  27 1  and  272,  whence  it  appears  that  in  the  Jail 
year,  the  total  of  the  receipts,  whether  ordinary  or  ex-« 
traordinajy,  wheiher  national  or  departmental^  only 
amounted  to  about  325  millions  of  livres.  It  is  very 
remarkable,  that  in  the  budget  for  that  year,  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  army  ^lone,  not  even  including  thofe 
of  the  navy,  wereeftimated  at  341,054,000  livres, 
How  then  would  it  have  been  poflihle  for  the  French 
government  to  go  on,  had  they  not  been  fufFered  to 
maintain  above  half  their  troops,  ^t  the  expenfe  of 
Holland,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  the  two  b^nks  of 
the  Rhine  \ 

Let  us  now  compare  the  receipts  for  the  year  vi, 
with  thofe  upon  which  the  Direftory  reckoned  for  the 
current  year,  and  which,  without  including  either 
the  arrears,  or  the  expenfes  of  collcdtion,  were  ex- 
pe6led  to  produce  825  millions;  600  of  which  were 
appropriated  to   the    national  expenditure;    100  to. 
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(îîôfe  called  departmental  and  local  \  and  125  voted 
fubfequently  for  the  extraordinary  expcnfcs  of  the 
çonfcription*  n  ,  ^  ' 

However  enormous  this  fam  may  appear,  we  mud 
not  for  a  moment  fuffer  it  to  cicapc  us,  that  it  would 
be  totally  inadequate  to  the  general  expenfes*  This 
will  be  lufficiently  demonfliated,  if  wc  recoUeâ  that 
the  two  Councils  have  thought  proper  to  augment 
their  indemnities  by  o7ie  third  ;  and  that  by  a  volun- 
tary miftake  but  recently  difcovered,  the  expenfes  of 
criminal  juftice  were,  in  the  budget  of  the  prefent 
year,  ôftimated  only  at  5,300,000  livres,  although 
they  amounted  to  10  millions  the  year  preceding. 
.  But  what  fhall  we  lay  of  the  additional  fubfidy  of 
125  millions,  voted  laft  Odtober,  and  of  w^hich,  if. 
wc  may  believe  the  Diredtory,  90  were  fufficient 
^  for  the  equipment,  the  maintenance,  and  the  pay  o^ 
the  two  hundred  thoufand  confcripts  ?  Such  an  army, 
when  under  arms,  would,  under  the  old  government, 
have  coft  nearly  thrice  that  fura  ;  yet  the  new  go- 
vernment boaft  of  having  confidcrably  augmented  the 
pay  of  the  troops. 

They  have  been  guilty  of  à  ftill  more  flagrant  im- 
pofture  in  calculatiiig  at  only  100  millions  the  innu- 
merable expenfes  of  the  departments.  How  is  it 
poflible  to  imagine  that  fo  fmall  a  fum  can  be  fuf- 
ficient, when  we  rcfleél  that  under  this  head  are 
included  the  relief  granted  to  the  poor,  the  pfifons, 
houfes  of  correction,  work-houfes,  and  hofpitals  ?  In 
Great  Britain,  where  the  number  of  the  indigent  is 

^-     ■ >     I        »■    ■  y       '       ..■-..■■■■--     ■    ..    ,. ..^  ■■■■„■■«     I.    *.»      ■    -I 

»  See  Chap,  IX. 

F  F    4  ^        . 
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far  fmallcr  in  proportion  than  in  France,  this  cUfi 
of  expenfes  alone,  including  what  are  provided  for  by 
voluntary  contribution,  exceeds  thofc  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment, the  army,  and   the  navy,  on  the   peace 
eftablifhment.     In  France,  however,  the  legiflative 
body  have  computed  them  at  only  ipo  millions;  ancj 
yet,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  above  flated,  they 
have  burdened  that  department  with  the  expenfes  of 
the    gendarmerie,    engineers,    central  fchools,   fala- 
ries   paid  to   the  adminiftrators  of  the  departments 
and  cantons,  thofe  of  the  civil,  criminal,  correâional, 
and  commercial  judges,  and,  laftly,  of  thejuftices  of 
peace,  which,  it  is  true,  amounted  only  to  twenty- 
five  louis  each,  but  which  it  has  been  found  neceflary 
lately  to  augment.   The  Dire<5lory,  when  applying  for 
this  increafe,  computed  it  at  four  millions  '^  a  irequeft 
which  the  Councils  could  not,  with  any  decency,  re- 
fufe,  after  having^  fo  generoufly  raifed  their  owri  fa- 
larieSj  though  already  fo  exorbitant.     Thus  they  ac- 
quiefce  in   the  following  obfervation  of  Baronnes: 
*'  Like  every  old  and  corrupt  nation,  we  have  many. 
faâitious  wants.     We  muft  not  then  treat  our  public 
functionaries  like  citizens  of  Sparta.'' 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  innumerable  expenfes. 
for  which  the  departments  muft  provide  with  the  loo 
millions  they  are  authorized  to  levy  in  additional  fous  ^ 
droits  d^oBroi^  &V.  ;  but  as  they  do  not  actually  re- 
ceive one  fourth  ^'  of  that  amount,  wc  muft  not  be 


*  It  was  on  the  droits  d'odroi  eflabliflied  at  Paris,  that  the  depart- 
ment of  that  capital  chkfly  relied  for  their  local  expenfes,  which  require 
between  fixteen  and  feventeen  millions  of  livres.  It  is  a  well-known 
faA,  that  under  the  old  goveinaxnt  thcfe  duties,  which  were  then 
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fu:    •   •  :    •  î   I'ie  L>ire(ax)ry  declaring  that  the  judges 
ei  .'-ii-M  their  offices,  or  become  venais  at  Ga- 

Tô  :  :*;  ^a^  1  .^g  that  a  gr^at  number  of  the  Jick  and  , 
hia^gtnt  die  in^  the  ho/pit  ah  for  wanf  of  bread  and 
broth  \  or  at  other  deputies  attributing  the  in- 
creafe  of  robberies  to  the  gendarmerie  being  obliged 
to  Jo  their  duty  on  foot.  With  regard  to  the  other 
public    works,    the  minifter    of    the    interior    prc- 

fented  the  following  picture  of  their  diforganizatipn^ 
in  one  of  his  laft  circular  letters  : — "  Alraoft  every 
•branch  of  the  public  fervice  iti  the  communes  is  at  a 
iland.  In  one  place  there  arc  fountains  to  recon- 
flru6l  ;  in  another,  the  pavements  are  lb  mu^h  out  of 
repair,  that  carriages  cannot  pafs  ;  and  in  a  third, 
the  houfes  and  public  buildings  are  falling  to  decay, 
and  the  flreets  are  no  longer  lighted  *." 

By  thefe  few  faéls  we  may  judge  how  înfufficîent 
ioo  millions  would  be  to  provide  for  this  clais  of  ex- 
penditure. Nor  can  it  efcape  anyone,  that  it  is  chiefly  to 
the  fyflem  of  political  equality  that  we  mufl:  attribute 
this  deficiency.  That  fyftem  is  the  moft  ruinous  that 
can  exift,  chiefly  becaufe,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being 
overturned  by  the  ariitocracy  of  riches,  it  is  indif- 
•penfably  neceffary  to  allow  the  public  fundlionaries 

called  droits  d*entrée  produced  about  thîrty-fix  millions.  This  fum 
was  divided  between  the  royal  treafury  "and  that  of  the  city.  On 
re-eftablifiiing  them  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 798,  they  were 
êftimated  st  nearly  nine  millions  ;  but  Baiiieul  has  declared,  in  the 
fitting  of  the  30th  April,  that  thair  firoduce  is  coniinualfy  dimtniflting^ 
and  that  they  imll  only  yield  5,706,000  liines.  Should  this  prove  true, 
it  will  enable  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the  boafted  riches  of  Paris,  of 
which  we  arc  told,  the  outrageous  luxury  invites  and  challenges  taxa»- 
tion. 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  29th  January  1799,  No.  150.  , 
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a  Sufficient  ialary  to  infurethcm  a  fuitable  mainte* 
nance»  and  that  from  the  time  they  enjoy  the  dignity 
of  reprefenting  the  people,   they  ihould  conftantly 
infill  that  they  ought  not  to  be  treated  like  citizetis  of 
Sparta. 

This  furcly  is  lufficient  to  convince  us  that  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenfes  of  the  republic 
require  a  milliard  (forty  millions  fterliug)  ;  and  their 
bell  financiers  even  eftimated  them  higher  three 
years  ago.  But  when  they  perceived  the  inipoffibi- 
lity  of  providing  for  luch  a  fum,  they  difcovered  the. 
(ecret  of  reducing  it,  by  a.  flroke  of  the  pen,  to  825 
millions^  Let  us  confine  ourfelves  for  the  prefent  to 
comparing  the  amount  of  the  real  receipts,  with  thefe 
825  millions  o( pre/impive  receipts. 

In  their  meflage  of  the  2d  February  1799,  the  DU 
reélory  announced,  that  during  the  firft  quarter  of 
the  current  year,  the  total  receipts  amounted  to 
99,971,728  livres;  nor  do  the  documents  they  have 
furniftied  leave  any  reafonable  doubt  of  this  firft  af- 
fertion.  But  what  can  we  think  of  that  which  ac- 
companied it  }'^thus  //  appears^  fay  they,  that  on  com" 
paring  the  receipt^  and  expenfes  of  the  firft  quarter ^  there 
is  a  deficit  of^^^T/Sy  262  livres,  « 

It  requires  but  little  Ikill  in  calculation  to  perceive, 
that  if  825  milHons  were  indifpenfably  neceflary  to 
the  French  government,  and  if  they  had  only  received 
100  during  the  firft  three  months,  the  deficit  for  that 
quarter  was  not  forty-tbreç  millions^  but  106J,  or 
425  millions. />^r  annimi. 

The  following  will  fumifh  us  with  a  key  to  thefe 
juggling  contrivances.    For  reafons  which  will  bcrç- 
5 


(  443  ) 
.after  appear,  the  Direiâory  did  not  take  notice  in 
this  account,  either  of  the  deficit  on  the  additional 
fubfidy  of  125  millions,  of  which  they  have  as  yet 
received  nothing*  ;  or  of  that  on  the  100  millions  of 
departmental  receipts  ;  or,  laflly,  of  that  on  the 
twenty-five  millions  ta  be  levied  by  means  of  turn- 
pikes^.    It  was  by  entirely  omitting  thefe  three  ar- 


*  It  will  be  remembered,  they  were  authorized  to  raife  them  oa 
the.  refufe  of  the  national  domains,  which  were,  for  this  purpofe, 
wrefted  from  the  creditors  of 'the  flate,  to  whom  they  had  recently 
laeen  affigned,  after  retaining  ten  millions  for  the  ordinary  expenfes 
of  the  year  vii.  In  his  meflage  of  the  28th  April  1799,  the-mi- 
nifter  of  finance  declares,  that  the  fales  made  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  6f  the  30th  September  and  24th  November  1797,  have  as  yet 
brought  in  only  thirty  millions  :  and  as  this  is  precifely  the  comple-t 
-ment  of  the  two  fiims  appropriated  out  of  thefe  fales  to  the  ordi^ 
nary  expenfes  of  the  years  vi.  and  vri.  it  follows,  that  no  part  of 
the  extraordinary  fubfidy  of  125  millions,  which  the  Direélory  dc^ 
manded  to  be  very  J^eediîy  advanced  in  fpecie  and  effeHive  vàhiCy  hai 
been  paid  into  the  treafury. 

At  the  time,  however,  when  this  extraordinary  fubfidy  was  de- 
creed, Ramel  appeared  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  poiiibility  ojf 
realizing  it,  that  he  immediately  wrote  as  follows  to  all  the  central 
jidminiftfations  of  the  republic  :  Thofe  it^lto  command  tlie  forces  witk 
KxAkh  ive  are  gcing  to  fight^^  rely  on  the  imjiwerijliment  (f  our  finances  :  thep. 
zvill  be  DECEIVED.    They  hojie  for  viâlories  :  they  zvill  be  va  a  Qi^  ï  s  H  E  D, 

Thus,  fince  the  fall  of  their  paper  cirqulation,  the  progrefs  of  the 
Directory  ii\    their  finances,   in  fome  fneafuré  refembles  the  tri^' 
umphant  marches  of  their  generals;  who,  ever  fince  the  renewal 
pf  hoftilities,  conilantly  boaft  of  gaining  viftories,  while  they  havii-> 
as  conflantly  been  retreating  and  lofing  ground. 

f  As  the  expenfe  of  keeping  up  the  roads,  for  which  this  fun\ 
was  intended  to  provide,  is  alfo  computed  at  twenty-five  tnillions  iii 
the  eftimate  of  600  xniHions  of  national  expenditure,  iç  has  been 
omitted  in  both  ^accounts  when  the  objeâ:  of  dif^uilion  Was  tadi^* 
termine  the  amount  of  the  deficit:  and  hence  it  is,  thaç  whenever 
the  budget  of  the  currçnt  year  is  quoted,  its  amount  is  only  dated 
?is  575  millions.  '  ^^ 

I  fliould  fcarcely  have  been  able  to  difcover  the  motive  of  this 

frrafum,  had  not  François  de  Neufchateau  had  the  folly  to  betray  it 

'  in  his  circular  of  the  6th  March,  wherein  he  informs  us,  that  tie 

çxpenfes  of  the  firfi  efiablijhment  of  the  tum^iikes  have  ahf orbed  its  Jtroduce; 

whence  it  appears,  that  it  is  to  abfçrb  thefe  twenty-five  millions  of 
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tîcles  that  they  reduced  the  expeâed  receipts  of  the 
year  to  575  millions.  And  as  they  had  received 
nearly  100  millions  during  the  ^rft  three  months,  .we 
ought  not  to  be  furprifed  if,  in  that  fpacc  of  time, 
they  only  perceived  an  arithmetical  deficit  of  aboat 
forty-three  millions.  But  it  is  ufelefs  to  infift  on  this 
lirft  mifcatculation,  which  is  but  trifling,  compared 
with  thofe  we  ihall  prcfently  difcover. 

Before  we  take  notice  of  thefe,  we  mufl:  pan(ê, 
and  confider  a  fadl  contained  in  the  fame  meflage  of 
the  Dire6tory,  and  which  would  fc^rcely  appear 
credible,  were  it  not  confirmed  by  other  authentic 
documents  ;  I  mean,  that  nearly  fifty 7t wo  of  the 
hundred  millions  received  during  the  firfl  quarter 
arofe  from  the  land  and  mobiliary  taxes,  both  for  the 
current  year  and  for  the  arrears.  So  great  a  receipt 
within  fo  Ihort  a  fpace  of  time,  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  two  following  circumfl:ances,  which  are 
by  no  means  likely  to  be  repeated  during  the  three 
laft  quarters.  Firfi,  the  autumnal  quarter  we  arc 
now  fpeaking  of  (Oftober,  November,  and  December^ 
1798),  is  that. in  which  the  farmers  fell  their  crops^ 
and  are  therefore  accuftomed  to  pay  their  contribu- 
tions, or^  at  leaft,  a  confiderable  porîion  of  them. 
Secondly,  that  the  infurreélion  in  the  Low  Countries, 
and  the  prefence  of  the  French  troqps,  enabled  the 
Direâory  to  complete  and  extend  the  inflitution  of 
garnifers.     Thefe  flying  troops  had  orders  to  over- 


deficit  that  the  government  have  taken  the  tardy  refolution  of  few 
parating  the  article  of  turnpikes  both  from  the  receipts  and  cxpendi^ 
turcs  tliat  have  akeàdy  taken  place. 
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run  the  country,  and  carry  off  hoftages  chofen  Trom 
among  the  rich  fanners,  w  ho  were  kept  in  prifon 
uiitil  the  villages  had  paid  off  all  their  arrears  *. 
This  new  modç  of  fifcal  extortion  explains  why  the 
receipts  during  thq  firft  quarter  amounted  to  loo 
millions.     Wç  will  now  proceed  to  the  fecond. 

The  minifter  Ramel,  when  giving  an  account  of 
It  on  the  24th  April,  did  not  think  proper  to  fep^rate 
the  receipts  for  the  two  firfl  quarters.  He  contented 
himfelf  with  faying,  that  the  receipts  of  the.firû  half 
year  amounted  to  the  fum  of .  161,787,051  livres- 
But  although  he  purpofely  confounded  the  receipt» 
of  thefe  fix  months,  we  need  only  compare  this  re- 
port with  the  .preceding,  to  fatisfy  ourfeWes,  that,  al- 
though the  firfl:  quarter  had  produced  100  millions, 
the  fecond  only  yielded  fixty-one,  and  that  confe- 
quently  the  receipts  of  the  latter  fell  4hort.  of  the 
formicr  by  two  fifths;  which  furnifhes  us  with  all 
arithmetical  proof,  that  the  pecuniary  refources  of 
the  Diredory  diminilh  in  the  fatne  proportion  with 
the  increafe  of  their  expenditure. 

JBefides,  this  little  finefle  of  blending  the  receipts 
of  the  fix  firfl:  months,  the' better,  to  conceal  the 
rapid  progrefs  of*  the  deficit,  will  appear  very  inno- 
cent when  compared  with  that  which  I  am  about  to 

mention. 

,    ,         .    ■■  .1 ,-  I        I      ».  -      _  '  1 

*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the^cth  February,  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  ' 
towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  month  n  great  number  of  citizenSf 
taken  as  hoftages  from  different  cwntiy  communes^  toftrve  as  pledges  for 
the  complete  payment  of  all  the  direSl  taxes^  liave  been  fet  at  liberty^  tlw 
arrears  having  been  entirely  paid  off, 

Thefe  lettres  de  cachet^  which  the  treafury  fend  forth  to  feize  aSu 
hoftapes  certain  rich  farmers,  without  inreftigating  whether  they  are 
iadividuually  in  arrears  or  not,  are  called  fecurities  (mi/es  en  fureté)^ 


(    446    ) 

We  have  already  feen,  that  when  the  Dîrecîlorjr 
declared  that  the  receipts  of  the  firft  quarter  amounted 
to  lOo  millions,  they  dated  the  deficit  on  that  quarter 
at  forty-three.  What  then  can  we  think  of  the 
«fFrontery  of  their  minifler,  who,  when  now  dif- 
clofing,  that  the  receipts  of  the  fécond  quarter  were 
only  fixty^one  millions,  adds,  in  a  whining  tone  of 
lamentation,  the  refuît  h,  that  tJie  deficity  cwicerning  the 
amount  of  which  fo  many  dif pûtes  have  taken  fJace^  is; 
for  the  YEAR  VII.  66,543^037  livres  ? 

A  deficit  y  however,  being  the  difTerence  betweea 
the  aâual  and  prefumptive  receipts,  we  need  but 
underfland  addition  and  fubtraélion,  to  be  fatisfied, 
that  fince  the  French  government  expedled  825' mil- 
lions within  the  year,  and  have  only  received  161 
during  the  firft  fix  months,  even  if  we  fappofe  the 
other  fix  \o  produce  an  equal  fum,  they  will  have  a 
deficit  to  provide  for,  not  of  fixty,  but  503  millions. 

To  perform  this  grand  Ihuffling  trick,  Ramel  had 
only  to  add,  that  he  hoj^ed  to  receive  during  the  pre- 
fent  half  year  346,669,912  livres.  The  miraculous? 
accuracy  of  the  fums  which  he  ho^es  for,  will,  no 
doubt,  appear  very  aflonifhing;  but,  what  is  flill 
more  fo  is,  that  he  hopes  it  only  becaufe  the  direfl 
faxes  may  how  be  paid  with  the  eighty-nine  millionsr 
of  hons  which  he  is  delivering  to  the  one  hundred' 
and  fixty  thoufand  ftockholders  and  penfioners  of  the 
fiate.  But  as  thefe  bons,  when  returned  into  the 
national  treafury,  become  totally  ufelefs,  this  return 
will  occafion  a  further  deficiency  of  eighty-nine  mil- 
lions; for  the  arrangement  he  has  made  witli  the 
creditors  of  the  republic  fwells  the  receipts  only  upon 
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paper,  and  Is  the  fame  as  if  he  had  faid  to  them»  ' 
Pafs  your  dividmtls  to  profit  and  lojs^  and  I  will  da  th§. 

fame  witlhyour  direâl  taxes* 

.  Thus  all  the  caftles  in  the  air  of  this  minifterial 
quack  reft  upon  his  hope  of  receiving,  during  the  lalb 
half  year,  twicç  as  much  money  as  in  the  preceding; 
^nàiofirong  is  the  foundation  of  his  hopes,  that  they 
reft  entirely  on  the  fécond  quarter  having  produced 
two  fifths  lefs  than  the  firft  Î 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  the  vexation  this  mw 
nifter  felt  àt  beiog  unable  to  conceal  this  vaft  di- 
minution, induced  him  to  tell  the  nation,  thejr 
impQvertJhed  themfelves  by  not  paying  the  ncceflary 
taxes,  If  this  be  true,  they  have  only  to  let  him 
proceed,  and  he  will  fpeedily  enrich  them# 
.  Hitherto  he  has  only  enriched  them  with  a  brilliant 
profpe^  of  a  revenue  which  he  hopes  for  ;  and  what  is 
rather  Angular,  he  feems  even  himfelf  to  feed  upon 
the  fame  airy  phantom,  although  his  contraftors  and 
the  unfortunate  ftockholders  are  continually  crying 

Qut— - 

With  endlefs  hope  to  view  the  fair 
Is  little  better  than  defpair. 

But  what  is  ftill  more  fingular,  while  this  cou- 
rageous financier  exerted  himfelf  thfough  patriotifm 
to  conceal  near  feven  eighths  of  the  enormous  deficit 
wit^i  >vhiçh  he  fo  intrepidly  contends,  fome  ftill  more 
patriotic  deppties  accufe  him  of  having  intentionally 
exaggerated  it,  when  he  computed  it  at  fixty-fix 
jjaillioiis.  Males  declared  it  was  only  fifty,  and  Gé- 
niffieux  replied  to  Males,  that  it  only  amounted  io 
forty-one  \  Andrieux  aflured  Géniflieux  that  it  only 
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amounted  to  fourteen  ;  and  finally,  Grofcafiand  en^ 
gagea  to  prove,  that  there  was  no  défiât  whatever. 
It  is  true,  the  Moniteur  mentions  that  he  was  inter- 
rupted hy  violent  tfnitmur s  y  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  him  from  afcending  the  tribune  fome  da}'^ 
after,  and  declaring,  that  in  the  year  vii.  there  will  he 
a  si/RPLUs,  which  he  computed  at  no  lefs  than  eighty 
mitticns*  His  colleague  Chaflet,  however,  at  length 
filenced  him  by  declaring,  that  there  is  a  deficit 
^ONK.  THIRD  in  the  receipts  %  and  be  added  this  re- 
markable fentcnce  :  'T/j  not  with  ^joords  that  we  can 
rejlore  our  finances — we  want  faâis,  truths ^  and  money. 
-^^Let  us  not  amufe  the  army  with  compliments,  hut  pay 
ihem. 

.This  is  fafflcient  to  fhow,  in  what  inextricable  la-, 
byrinths  we  might  wander,  were  we  to  follow  the 
financiers  of  the  Great  Nation  in  their  eftimates  re- 
lative to  the  amount  of  the  prejitynptive  àtficxt,  or  of 
the  receipts  they  hope  for.  Let  us  adhere  \à  the  onljr 
faiSt  that  is  fully  eftablifhed,  namely,  that  the  trea- 
fury,  during  the  laft  fix  months,  have  had  at  their  dif- 
pofal  only  i6i  millions,  which,  admitting  the  cur- 
rent fix  months  to  produce  an  equal  fum,  will  make 
ttîeir  net  revenue  for  the  year,  both  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, amount  not  to  825,  but  322  millions?,- 
and  their  deficit  to  502,  or  at  leaft  to  470,  fuppofing 
the  departmental  receipts,  of  which .  the  Dîreélory 
never  take  account,  to  amount  to  thirty  or  thirty-two 
millions. 

Before  we  quit  this  fiibjeél  of  the  deficit,  ^Vhich 
the  prefent  revolutionary  financiers  are  almoft  cquallj»" 
fi:ilful  in  embroiling  with  their  prcdeceffors,  it  will 
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perhaps  be  proper  to  clfcar  up  the  doubts  which  fomc 
pcrfons  entertain,  who  cannot  conceive  why  the  go* 
Vernment  fo  kindly  co*operate  in  concealing  the 
greater  part  of  the  deficit  under  which  it  is  finking  ; 
and  this  at  the  very  time  when,  as  often  as  the  Di<- 
teétory  urge  the  Councils  to  provide  for  it,  the  latter 
uniformly  cpntefi;  its  amount^  or  even  its  exiflence. 
In  a  :  word,  they  will  f^y,  why  do  not  the  Diredory 
difelofe  to  the  Councils  the  magnitude  and  depth  of 
this  abyfs,  which  threatens  the  latter  equally  with  th^ 
former? 

This  queftion  Villers  attempted  to  folve,  with  a 
iiQiplicity  which  fufficiently  explains  the  motive  of 
all  thefe  tergiverfations. 

We  muft  recoUedl,  that  although  the  treafury  have 
publiftied  the  total  of  the  fiims  they  have  dilburfed 
during  the  year  vi.  to  the  various  minifters,  not  one  of 
the,  latter  has  thought  proper  to  fl:ate  in  what  manner 
he  has  applied  thefe  funds,  and  publifh  his  accounts, 
zs  article  308  of  the  confl:itution  requires  them  to 
do.  A  member  having  lately  quoted  this  article, 
faying,  T'he  year  vii.  is  already  far  advanced^  and  yet 
none  of  the  minifiers  have  fuhlijhed  their  accounts  for 
the  year  vi.  the  officious  Villers  rofe  in  their  de- 
fence. Let  us  hear  what  this  vehement  boafter  of 
the  inexhauftible  refources  of  the  Great  Nation  re- 
plied with  his  ufual  intemperance:  "Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  was  it  pofl[ible  to  publifh  ac- 
counts, which  would  only  have  exhibited  the  pain* 
ful  and  alarming  fituation  of  the  public  treafury; 
and  which,  by  difcovering  our  çmbarraflTments,  would 
have  ferved  to  reanimate  the  hoj^es  of  the  enemies  of  otir 

GO 


(    450    ) 

country  \  accounts  that  would  only  have  Ihown  tfie 
enormous  amount  of  our  expenfès,  which  neither 
are  nor  can  fojfxbly  be  paid  *  F^ 

Here  then,  at  laft,  the  true  motive  appears,  which 
influences  the  adminiftration  to  conceal  the  great 
extent  of  thofe  cxpenfes  which  they  cannot  psjjsbly  pay, 
and  that  of  the  deficit,  which  it  is  out  of  their  power 
to  fill  up.  But  this  was  not  their  only  motive  ;  they 
had  another,  fomewhat  Ids  pure  than  the  fear  of 
reanimating  the  hopes  of  the  combined  powers  -f-. 
Were  they  fuddenly  to  confefs  a  deficit  of  5  or  600 
millions,  the  evident  impoffibility  of  providing  for  it 
would  throw  the  Councils  into  a  ftate  of  complete 
difcouragement,  and  prevent  them  from  applying  to. 
the  laying  on  a  fingle  additional  tax  ;  whereas,  by 
limiting  themfelves  at   one  time  to  pointing  out  a 

'     *  See  the  Moniteur  of  21ft  February  1799,  No.  153. 

f  The  better  to  prevent  t\\tk  ho/ies  from  being  reanimated^  the 
Dircftory  have  taken  great  care  to  urge  the  Councils  to  preferve  the 
profoundeft  fecrecy  relative  to  the  nioft  alarming  of  their  meflages  ; 
but,  foorier  or  later,  they  all  come  out  through  the  indifcretion  of 
fome  of  their  confidants  :  and  thus  i4  was,  for  inflanCè,  that  the 
meflàge  of  i  jth  December  1 798  was  at  length  made  public,  wherein 
the  Dire6lory  conjured  the  Councils  to  remember,  that  it  was  the 
deficit  that  caufed  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy:  a  remonflrance  which 
Lacuée  thought  proper  to  quote,  to  fhow  how  little  it  alarmed  him  : 
**  It  is  a  truth,"   2pàtà  he,  "  that  the  deficit  was  tlie  occafional 

-  caufe  of  the  throne  ibeing  deftroyed  ;  but  it  is  not  true,  that  it  was  the 
efficient  caufe.  No  ;  it  was  the' general  hatred  for  the  monarchy  that 
brought  about  its  fall.  The  republic  has  braved  every  danger  with- 
out bread  and  without  finances  ;  and  the  Dire<^ory  now  attempt  to 
alarm  Us  for  its  future  exiftence,  by  talking  of  a  deficit  in  the  annual 
receipts  !  No  ;  I  do  not  participate  in  fuch  weak  fears.  The  republic 
is  efiabliJJied — the  republic  will  exijî^  becaufe  its  bafis  is /«/^^Aft»r// 
ùf  all  the  citizens. — The  deficit,  wç  are  told,  caufed  the  ruin  of  the 

,  monarchy.  It  ought  to  have  been  faid,  that  it  was  by  the  depredations 
committed  on  the  finances,  and  the  incurable  difeafe  of  expending 
money  which  they  had  not,  that  the  cpurt  was  deftroyed. 

I.dxall  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  determine  whether  the  republic 
have  not  fliii  fome  fymptoms  of  this  incurahle  difeafe. 
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deficit  of  forty  millians,  and  at  another  of  fixty-fix, 
the  Direâory  delude  the  Councils  with  an  objeft,  the 
latter  may  flatter  themfelves  with  attaining  ;  and  are 
always  careful^  at  the  fame  time,  to  point  out  fuch 
and  fuch.  fubjedb  of  taxation^  which,  as  they  i^ate, 
will  produce  the  fum  wanted.  But  fcarcely  is  the 
tax  decreed,  before  the  Direélory  Ihuffle  off  by  con- 
feffing,  that  the  deficit  was  larger  than  they  thought, 
or  that  the  new  tax  will  not  yield  the  fum  expedled, 
and  therefore  that  the  Councils  muft  boldly  refume 
their  work.  Such,  for  the  lafl  fix  months,  has  been 
the  confiant  pradice  of  the  Dire<ftory  ;  and  we  may 
be  confident,  that  until  they  fink  beneath  a  rapidly 
increafing  deficit^  they  will  never  fpeak  but  of  a 
deficiency  eafily  to  be  fupplied,  and  that  they  will 
always  have  in  referve  fome  new  expedient  whereby 
to  provide  for  it  *. 

Let  us  now  review  the  vafl:  catalogue  of  thofc 
which  have  been  brought  forward,  fince  the  tax  on 
fait  was  repeatedly  rejeâed  through  a  fear  of  giving 


*  In  a  fmall  work  which  M.  F.  Gentz  has  lately  publiflied  at 
Berlin,  on  the  deficit  of  the^  French  repuBlic,  he  has  drawn  a  very 
ingenious  diftinâion  between  various  kmds  of  deficit,  namely,  the  pre- 
funiptive  deficit — the  a<5lual  deficit — ^that  which  does  or  will  exift  on 
the  taxes  already  decreed — and  that  which  is  expeded  on  thofe  ftill 
remaining  to  be  propofcd  and  enaded.  Of  thefe  deficits  he  {peaks 
.  as  follows  t  "  When  the  Directory  write  to  the  two  Councils,  fsiying, 
T^  expenditure  of  tfie  current  year  toill  be  6oo  millions;  and^^  as  wt 
have  only  a  Jirefumhtive  receipt  (f  ^oo  miUions  to  anfwer  it^  there  remains 
a  deficit  of  loo  miuions^to  provide  for  ;  we  muft  underftand  this  account 
thus  :  y  you  will  fmve  tite  hatriotifm  at  this  day  to  decree  additional 
recei/its^  amounting  to  lOO  millionsy  the  equilibrium  will  (upon  paper)  he 
reflored:  but  as  for  what  àro/iortion  of  the  6qo  millions  already  decreed 
way  ultimately  be  paid  to  tie  tieafury  at  the  end  of  the  year^  this  is  quite 
anotlier  affair  ;  arid  on  this  head  ive  Jhall  not  fail  to  addrefs  you  here* 
after ^  as  foon  as  we  ourfehçs  are  ii formed  of  the  amount  of  the  reéd  ^* 
penditure."* 
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hirth  to  âangerous  cfflkparifons^  which  the  enemies  of  tkt 
republic  would  not  fail  to  point  out  to  the  people. 

To  come  at  once  to  the  point  >  fomc  deputies, 
tecoUeaing  that  during  the  reign  of  the  affignats, 
neither  the  deficiti  nor  the  receipts,  nor  the  expendi- 
ture, gave  them  the  leaft  uneafinefs,  were  of  opinion, 
that  nothing  more  falutary  or  efficacious  could  be 
difcovered  than  a  new  paper  circulation  ;  and  the^ 
Idea  of  eftablifhinga  national  bank,  that  might  lend 
their  notes  \o  the  government,  began  to  gain  ground 
in  the  two  '  Councils  ;  but  Bailleul  appears  to  have 
baniflied  it  for  ever;  by  the  following  queftion,  which 
lie  put  on  the  ad  February  :  "  Is  there  a  French- 
"man  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  perceive,  that  no  fiélîtious 
•circulating  medium  whatever  can  poJpMyht  emitted  ? 
Is  there  one  individual  among  thofe  I  am  addrcffing 
who  can  poffibly  doubt,  from  the  experience  we  have 
had,  that  fuch  a:  circulating  medium  would  expire  even 
before  it  were  born?^* 

No  one  member  Ifeving  been  bold  enough  to  call 
up  the  fhade  of  the  aflignats  againft  him,  the" Coun- 
cils very  naturally  recurred  to  the  confifcations  of 
eftatcs,  and  offered  to  the  engagifies  (the  pofieflbrs  of 
cflates  granted  or  exchanged  by  the  crowp  for  two 
centuries  pa  ft)  the  alternative  of  being  immediately 
difpoffeffed  of  them,  or  engaging  to  pay  a  fourth  of 
their  value.     This  decree  was  fanftioned  on  the  af- 
.furance,  that  the  treafury  would  derive  from  it  a  fum 
of  fixty  millions.     But  fcarcely  had  the  minifter  of 
.  finances  begun  to  collèél  this  rich  prey 'before  he  de- 
-^clared  as  follows:  The  rejidt  of  my  invejligations.on 
this  fi^bjeSl  is  far  fropi  conchfive  \  all  my  data  are.  in* 
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^nitely  vague ^  and  I  know  not  on  ^haifrmi  tojhc  between 
Jiye  and  fifteen  millions.  To  fupply  this  new  deficiency, 
the  Council  of  Five.  Hundred,  no  longer  befitated 
to  lay  their  hands  upon  the.eflates  of  the  Proteflant 
clergy,  who,  by  a  kind  of  miracle,,  had  efcaped 
ibe  deftrudion  that  fell  on  the.  Catholic  church. 
One  Couturier  propofed  to  make  a  prefent  of 
them  to  the  nation,  and  valued  theta  at.  loo  mil- 
lions;, but  his  colleague  André,  of  the  Bas- Rhin,  en- 
deavouring to  parry  this  blow  by  fpeaking  of  the 
indemnitiea  due  to  the  Proteflant  minifters,  who  have 
generally  wives  and  children  to  fuppott.  Couturier 
replied  as  fallows:  "  Whatever  be  the  caufes  that 
have  delayed  this  nationalization  (confifcalioo),  thofç 
caufes  i»uft  now  yield  to  the  principles  of  equality 
\jp  have  proclaimed,  Thefe  principles  muft  no  longçr 
ba  Kixerdy  eQïï^dercdvis/ub}ime  theories,  we  mufl:  put 
them  rigproufly  in  pra^lice.  We  oqght  to  rellore  ^ 
niajffi  tq  the  natiop  what  fanaticifm  has  taken  fron> 
our  (mçejiors  in  fm^U  lots  */*  This  mode,  of  refuming 
theta  en  mqffe  was  ftrongly  fupported  by  Laurent^ 
who  iilenced  the  Proteilant  members  by  the  following 
apoftrophes  ^^  Have  we  then  overthrown  fanatical 
Rome,  merely  to  confer  piavilegegt  açi  he^^  baû^çd  fon  \ 
I  Ihould  bluth  ^t  thç  ide^/'- 

*  It  muft  be  obfervçd,  that  the  lands  t^kçn  by  fanaticifm  frovo^ 
their  ancefms  are  thofe  of  the  Auglburg  and.  Pelvet^*  confcfl[îoo5,, 
all  fituated  in  the  conquered  depart^^çpts  on,  tbç  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine.  But  it  remains  to  be  feen,  whether  ^he  ArcWuke  wiU 
iwt  come  and  interrupt  thefe  aualone,  a«t  Marflial  Suwarrow  ^asL . 
lately  in  the  Milanefe  interruptal  thç  poflc^cn  of  ttiof<?  Cifalpîne 
citizens,  who  thought  themfelves  fecure  and  per^iaUerit  propr\çtQr% 
Vf  thç  çilatçs  of  the  clergy  and  the  prince,  *  , 
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The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  bluflied  at  it  alfo  ; 
but  hitherto  the  Council  of  Elders  have  not  thought 
fit  to  fanâion  the  decree.  And  here  it  will  be 
proper  to  point'  out  the  true  motive  of  this  modera- 
tion, ill  order  to  difpel  the  alarms  of  thofe  who  are 
continually  crying  out,  that  the  French  government 
have  flill  an  inappretiable  refource  in  the  confifcation 
of  eflates. 

The  faâ  is,  the  Directory  place  no  vaîue  on  thefe 
new  domains,  which  arc  continually  thrown  in  their 
face  whenever  they  apply  for  fome  permanent  tax,  or 
fomc  extraordinary  refource,  that  may  be  f^eedïly 
advanced.  And  when  the  Councils  granted  them  the 
cftates  of  the  engagiftes,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  re* 
proachcd  them  with  not  proceeding  with  fuificient 
aâivity  in  difpofing  of  the  fhare  which  the  nation 
referved  to  itfelf  out  of  the  property  of  the  relations 
of  emigrants,  the  Dire6lory  had  recourfc  to  the 
popular  pen  of  Saint- Aubin  to  proteft  againft  thefe 
imaginary  fubfidies  ;  and  the  following  paflage,  figned 
by  him,  was  inferted  in  the  Diredlorial  gazette  ;  "  It 
is  a  grofs  miflake  to  believe,  that  while  we  have 
national  domains  to  fell .  for  fpecie  to  the  amount  of 
1 25  millions,  and  this  at  a  time  when  nothing  is  fb 
fcarce  as  fpecie,  and  nothing  fo  depreciated  as  lands 
and  houfes,  we  can,  by  increaiing  the  quantity,  fell 
to  the  amount  of  180  millions  of  this  clafs  of  pro- 
perty. So  far  from  thereby  augmenting  the  produce 
of  the  fales,  it  would  be  the  true  means  of  preventing 
.  them  from  yielding  eighty  millions  ;  and  this  for  two 
rea/ms:  firft,  bccaufe  the  more  eftates  are  put  up  for 
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falc,  the  more  they  are  depreciated  în  value,  and  the 
lower  they  mud  be  fold.  Secondly,  the  more  lands 
are  confifcated,  the^  lefs  defirable  does  it  appear  to 
thofe  who  have  no.  lands  to  become  purchafers  *." 
Thefe  two  reafons  made  fo  flrong  an  impreffion  on  the 
chairman,  Males,  that  in  the  debates  of  the  5th 
February  he  fufFered  thefe  words  to  efcape  him  : 
"  The  more  national  domains  you  put  up  to  fale 
at  once,  the  lefs  will  they  produce.  If  you  had  as 
many  as  would  amount  to  a  milliard  to  offer  the 
Dire6lory,  in  order  to  be  fpeedily  turned  into  money, 
they  might  undoubtedly  give  them  awqy^  hxxi  feU  them 
they  could  not." 

It  was  not,  however,  till  fome  weeks  after  th^ 
ingenuous  confefEon,  that  a  new  committee  of  finances 
propofed  to -open  a  multitude  of  fecret  wills  and 
codicils,  declaring  that  they  expelled  hy  thefe  means  to 
difcover  further  property  of  emigrants.  It  is  true,  they 
did  not  explain  whether  they  meant  to  give  them 
away  or  fell  them  ;  but  they  were  on  the  point  of 
ferretting  out  all  thefe  inheritances,  when  the  minifler 
of  finances  endeavoured  to  make  them  renounce  all 
thefe  new  difcoveries,  by  declaring,  in  his  memoir 
of  the  28th  April,  the  maximum  of  what  could  be 
expeâed  from  all  the  former*  He  there  flated,  that 
the  liquidation  of  what  may  be  obtained  front  the  co-pro^ 
prietors  of  the  undivided  eftates^  held  jointly  with  emi* 
grants f  could  only  be  efiimated  at  twenty^three  millions. 

AlTuredly  it  was  not  through  any  fentiment  of 
juftice  or  of  fliame,  that  this  minifter  regretted  hav- 

*  Redaéteur,  No.  1145. 
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îng  attempted  fuch  unproduôivc  liquUaiions.  Nbl 
if  hc  has  merely  the  hopes  of  eventually  deriving 
twenty-three  millions  from  this  meafurc,  he  has  à 
certainly  of  having  loft  thirty  or  forty  oh  the  duties 
of  fale  and  transfer  ;  fince  it  has  been  attempted  to 
enrich  the  exchequer  by  ripping  up  the  inheritance 
of  every  republican,  among  whofe  prefumptivc  heirs 
there  happens  to  be  found  an  emigrant  royalift.  At 
length,  however,  he  confefles  or  gives  to  undcrfiamf, 
that  this  inconfiderate  decree  is  the  chief  caufe  of 
ihcfallin  the  price, of  land,  and  iht ftagnationodh^ 
ikies  *•  Nor  ought  we  to  be  fprprifed  at  it  :  on  the 
one  hand,  men  do  not  care  to  purchafe  confifcated 
eflates,  which,  when  the  monarchy  is  reinftated,  wiH 
certainly  be  reftored  to  the  plundered  families  ;  an4 
on  the  other,  when  they  purchafe  patrimonial  (ot 
unconfifcated)  eûates,  they  equally  fear  the  repubU- 
•  can  government  may  unexpedledly  claioi  to  be  their  con 
proprietor  J  under  the  pretext  of  having  hç^n^hjiitutè^ 
in  the  place  of  fome  emigrant  who  is  become  heir  to 
them.  The  Deputy  Huguet  has  well  deforibed  the 
ruinous  confequences  of  thefe  fuhjtitutiom^  by  aflcirig, 
*^  who  can  purchaib  an  eftate  of  the  relations  of  emi- 
grants, or  even  ciiter  into  any  negotiation  with  tho 
beft  citizen,  without  fearing. the  imperceptible  Iharcis 
of  collateral  emigration  ?'* 

This  lingle  queftion,  to  which  no  one  knew  how. 
to  reply,  clearly  fhows,  that  all  hopes  of  new  prq- 
duâive  confifcatîons  have  vaniihed  far  ever  (xôtix  tho 
plundèreirs  of  France  ;  that  fuch  canfifcations  woul^ 

: ; ' —  ■'    '^^ 

t  Ramel's  report  of  24th  April  1 790, 
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©nly  more  and  fnore  dry  up  tl^e  fi>ufccs  of  régulai? 
taxation  ;  and  that^  as  Viliers  has  juftly  told  thetti^ 
<*  It  is  now  only  by  tax£$  that  it  is  foffible  io  provide 
for  our  expenditure  *." 

It  is  fubfequent  to  this  tardy  acknowledgment 
that  his  colleagues  have  begun  to  invent  new  taxet^ 
and  that  they  havfe  fucceffively  propofed,  as  objeâ* 
of  taxation,  iingle  men^  glalTes  placed  in  boudoir^, 
lap-dogs,  hair- powder,  paflports,  and  even  certifi- 
cates of  civifm,  called  cartes  de  fureti.  But  all  thefe 
graYid  fifcal  expedients  have  |p?en  fucceffively  re- 
jcAed  in  confcquence  of  an  obfervation  of  Malèà, 
that  they  voould  only  produce  an  aUmdant  harvefi  of  rN 
4ieule.  ' 

While  the  legiflators  of  this  nation,  wholfe  t^ 
fcurces  are  entire^  were  lamenting  ihtti  they  could  not 
difcover  any  new  fources  of  produdive  taxation,  tbte 
Diredory  informed  them  that  the  tax  lately  laid  orx 
gateways  and  windows,  which  had  at  firft  been  eftl* 
mated  at  twenty-five  millions,  and  afterwards  at  ûx-* 
teen,  would  not  produce  ten.  Gn  receiving  this 
affliâîng  intelligence,    the  Councils  determined  foj 


*  Since  this  confeffion,  which  is  comtnunicated  in  the  MonïCeiir 
of  the  6th  January  1799,  ^^*  ^^ly  ^^^  communes  having  rçceive4 
orders  to  provide  for  the  equipment  of  their  confcnpts,  and  to  fiir-r 
niih  ^ach  of  them  with  thirty-five  livres  In  money  or  efl^âs  ;  fome 
perfons  have  inferred,  that  the  revolutionary  financier*  ixc  agaiii 
llbandoning  taxation^  and  going  back  to  requtfitims  in  kind^  But  thîf 
^cree  is  rather  a  proof  that  they  are  convinced  of  the  impoffibility 
of  at  once  levying  taxes  and  requifitions  ;  for  it  expreffly  orden 
the  thirty  five  livres  to  be  ded%iéted  from  the  quota  of  eactk  C«tH 
mune  fo^  the  direft  taxf?s.  Hence  it  appears,  that  if  thefe  equip* 
ments  have  taken  place,  and  (hould  they  amount,  for  inflance,  to 
three  millions  and  a  half  for  the  100,000  confcripts,  the  land-tax 
ivili  produce  juft  fb  much  lefs,  that  fum  b^ing  merely  paid  ip  ad* 
Yfince. 
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quintuple  the  tax  on  coach-gateways^  and  double 
that  on  windows;  from  which,  however,  fo  little 
advantage  has  been  derived,  that  Ramel,  in  his  re- 
port of  the  28th  April,  declared,  that  the  produce  of 
tbefe  double  and  quintuple  taxes  could  only  be  efti- 
inafèd  at  6,031,357  livres.  The  republican  legifla- 
tors  had,  however,  the  lefs  realbn  to  expeél  fuch  an 
enormous  mifcalculation,  as  they  had  not  made  any 
difference  between  the  windows  of  manufeâories  and 
thofe  of  the  mofl  magnificent  houfes  ;  as  the  tax  had 
been  laid  indifcrin^afely  on  inhabited  and  tminha- 
hiied  houfes  ;  and,  in  fhoi;t,  as  none  are  excepted  but 
huts  with  only  one  door  and  one  window^  where  the 
tniferahle  inhahitant  Jhelters  hirnfelf  after  the  fatigues  of  a 
laborious  day.  But  it  muft  be  remembered  that  the 
huts  of  thefe  miferable  beings  are  only  exempted  from 
the  increafe  of  the  tax,  and  not  from  the  tax  itfelf  *. 
.  Scarcely  had  they  completed  the  new-modelling 
this  tax,  and  thus  rendered  it  nearly  impoffible  to  be 
paid,  before  they  were  informed  of  a  ftill  greater  mif- 
calculation in  their  eflimate  of  the  duty  on  lawfuits 
(droits  de  greffe)^  which  Lcgier  had  engaged  fliould 
noli  produce  lefs  than  twenty  millions -f^.  Males  having 
announced  on  the  aSth  January,  that,  every  thing 
taken  into  account^  their  committee  coidd  fcarcely  heliev^ 
this  obje^  would  yield  three  fnillions^  they  determined, 
on  the  2d  of  March,  to  triple  the  rate  of  this  new  tax. 
As  they  had  only  laid  it,  however,  .on  thofe  who 
plead  before  the  civil  and ,  commercial  tribunals,  it 


*  Moniteur  of  the  5th  March  '  1 799  No.  165. 
f  Moniteur  of  the  a  5th  June  1798,  No,  a  7  7, 
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could  riot  be  liable  to  much,  blame,  were  ît  not  an 
open  violation  of  the  gr^t  charier  of  the  conftitution^ 
which  promifed  to  the  French  nation  that  juûicc 
ihould  be  adminiftered  gratuUouJly  to  the  people, 
though  they  are  now  obliged  to  pay  for  it,  even  pre- 
vious to  being  allowed  to  appear  before  the  judge. 

But  what  fliall  we  think  of  the  new  tax  which  re- 
mains to  be  mentioned  ?  Can  it  be  believed  that  the 
two  Councils  have  recently  decreed,  almofl:  ynani- 
moufly,  that  henceforward  the  expenfes  of  law  pro^ 
ceedings  Jhall  he  levied  on  the  property  of  the  perfont 
condemned  by  the  criminal ^  corteâlional,  and  police  tti^ 
itmals  ? 

It  is  certain  that  the  increafe  of  robberies  has  ren- 
dered  thefe  expenfes  enormous,  fince  the  legiflators 
of  the  Great  Nation  have  given  their  countrymen  the 
title  of  the  regenerated  nation  ;  but  it  is  more  than 
doubtful,  whether  the  property  of  the  condemned 
criminals  will  ever  pay  the  hundredth  part  of  the 
amount.  In  vain  Bid  the  Deputy  Goutret  acknow- 
ledge, in  the  fitting,  of  the  7th  April,  that  **  he 
had  long  been  a  member  of  a  criminal  tribunal,  and 
that  out  of  500  perfons  condemned,  he  had  fcarcely 
known  three  able  to  pay  the  expenfe  of  the  proceed- 
ings." But  he  was  anfwered>  that  *'  a  criminal  de- 
clares war  againft  fociety,.  and  owes  it  indemni- 
ties.** Upon  this,  the  levying  thefe  indeninities  was 
immediately  decreed. 

Had  the  Council,  in  order  to  deter  men  from 
crimes  by  the  fear  of  punifhment,  left  it  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  thp  judges  whether  or  not  to  confifcate  the 
property  of  the  conviéls,  fuch  »  law  would  neither 
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Iiave  been  withoot  example^  nor,  perhaps,  deftitute  of 
utility  :  but  it  was  without  example  to  make  it  a 
financial  refource.  Never  was  a  decree  more  caku* 
lated  to  leave  the  unfortunate  malefaélor  s  widow  aoid 
children^  who  will  be  driven  perhaps  by  milery  to  the 
highway,  no  other  refource  than  theft»  by  tearing 
from  them  the;F  wretched  bed  at  the  very  moment 
when  they  hear  the  fentence  which  leads  their  father 
to  the  fcaffold. 

This  expedient  would  perhaps  be  the  meft  extra- 
ordinary that  ever  appeared  in  the  fifcal  code  of  any 
nation,  bad  not  the  .miniftcr  of  finances  di(covered 
a  ftill  more  produ6irve  refource.  He  has  lately  put 
up  to  fale,  throughout  France,  all  tboie  crois  and 
bye  roads  which  lie  €ùm^mîen$  for  the  proprietors  of 
the  adjacent  eftates.  After  having  ic^  well  fucceeded 
in  rendering  the  roads  impayable,  it  is  the  leis  fur- 
prtfing  that,  under  pretext  of  rejloting  ihem  io  agrkuU' 
turej  he  ihould  find  it  more  convenient  to  feW  them 
ibr  the  hetiefii  of  the  exchequer,  than  to  repair  them. 
Sut  what  can  be  better  calculated  than  this  new 
auâion,  to  complete  the  picture  of  the  inexhati/tibh 
refources  of  the  Great  Nation  *  ? 


*  See  the  Redaâeur  of  the  13th  April,  No.  1213  ;  containiag  a 
letter,  in  which  Ramel  délires  every  centr?il  admintÛratiûn  to  fend 
him  an  account  of  the  bye^roadi  that  may  be  irokntuA  within  their  ji>> 
rifdi£tion$  to  /ut  th^m  up  to  auéim^  and  to  furnim  hnn,  as  loon  as 
pofiihie,  an  eftiroate  of  the  fum^  thefe  fales  are  ll||Lely  to  produce. 
**  It  is  neceffary,"  he  writes,  "  that  the  crofs-rôad^  fhe  inutility 
of  which  may  appear  a  fuffîcient  reafon  for  their  being  hrokea  up^ 
ihould  be  rcftored  to  agricultrire.  But  it  does  not  follbw,  that  the 
nation  ought  thus  gratuitoufly  to  facrific^  the  public  property, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  is  to  be  fold  for  their  l>eneiit. — I  prefume 
that,  in  general,  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  eftates  will  be  mom 
dcÇious  of  purchaûng  thcfc  roads  than  ^ny  other  perfons  ;  a^d  jj| 
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Such  was  the  laft  cxpediieat  adopted  by  the  Dl* 
re6lory,  when  the  aflaffination  of  their  pîcnîpôtcn- 
tîaries  at  Raftadt  farnifhed  them  with  aveiypktt-. 
lible  pretext  to  renew  their  demands  for  money* 
This  pretext  was  Icixed  with  avidity  ;  and  iu  tlic 
naeflï^ge,  in  which  they  called  for  vengeance  fronn 
the  Councils,  they  took  care  to  add,  **  that,  to 
render  this  vengeance />r0w//  and  temhle^  they  muft, 
before  all  things,  reftore  the  eqidUhrmm  beiivem  tJ^ 
receipts  end  the  expetidiiurt?'' 

Of  the  fifteen  confidential  members  v^rho  had  fdt 
down  their  names  to  fpcak  upon  this  meffage,  Sher- 
\qSl  was  the  firfl:  who  afcended  the  tribune,  where  he 
Jbad  fcaroely  pronounced  the  words  <*  Generous  m(ifiet 
ofRoherjoty  he  pacified  \  vengeance  is  preparing  far  you  ;" 
before  he  was   interrupted  by  a  rouUitude  of  voices 
<5ryiqg  out,  *^  Bayonets^  bayonets  r  The  fpeaker,  after 
waiting  in  vain  for  feme  one  of  the  Direftorial  party 
to  utter  the  word  which  was  the  objeft  of  his  fpeech, 
as  well  as  of  tl>e  meflage  ;  namely,  iaxes^^  was  obliged 
to   pronounce  it  himfelf,   and  exclaimed,  *'  I  fend 
forth  ths  idea  of  a  war -tax.*"     Thofe  who  had  inter- 
rupted him  by  invoking  the  vengeance  of  bayonets, 
knew  not  what  to  oppofe  to  this  i<fe^,  which  haying 
been  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven,  the  Council  rofe. 


feet  Ùt  fill  that  is  tkus^  to  he  fold  u  fiarttctdarty  €<mfmieui  f9r  ^m^* 

It  is.  remarkable  that  this  appeafed  to  him  fo  happy  a  thought, 
4kat  h£  was  unwilh'ag  to  throw  away  a  fingle  moment  in.folicitiag 
a  decree  to  enforce  it  ;  or  at  ieaft  confidered  himfelf  as  fufficieittiy 
authorized  to  adopt  that  meafure  by  the  law,  which  permits  him  to 
difpofe.pf  the  movieable  property  belonging  to  the  nation  (mohilier 
natimal)^  upon  the  befi  conoltloaa  that  can  be  obtained* 
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amîdfl  cries^  it  ihfmfand  times  repeated^  of^  Vengeance, 
vengeattce^  againjt  the  infamous  Houfe  of  Aujtria  *  / 

Bertier  was  appointed  to  draw  up  this  new  report  ; 
and  although  he  acknowledged,  that  the  exifting  re-- 
fources  are  not  in  equilibrium-with  the  public  emergencies^ 
and  that,  in  the  war  department ^  the  whole  is  almoft  ex- 
fended  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  ;  yet  he  added, 
that  it  was  problematical  whether  the  deficit  would 
amount  to  fixty-fix  millions.  But  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  at  all  problematical,  whether  it  was  poffible 
to  provide  for  it  immediately  by  an  addition  often  per 
cent,  on  mofi  of  the  taxes,  even  on  the  duty  on  ikies 
and  transfers,  and  the  ftamp^uties,  the  produce  of 
which  bas  diminifhed  fo  confiderably  Ance  their  rates 
have  been  raifed.  The  only  exception  he  propofed  was 
that  on  gateways,  which  had  lately  been  quintupled^ 
and  which  he  now  again  caufed  to  be  doubled  \  fo 
that  it  has  been  raifed,  within  a  few  decades^  to  ten 
times  its  former  amount,  and  this  even  before  the  firft 
tax  had  been  aifeiied,  fo  as  to  make  trial  of  it. 

But  of  all  thé  articles  taxed,  that  on  which  Bertier 
Ireckons  moft,  and  which  he  eftimates  at  thirty-fix 
millions,  is  an  increafe  of  ten  percent,  on  the  land-tax, 
and  on  the  perfonal  and  mobiliary  taxes  :  though,  in 

*  Sec  the  account  of  this  memorable  fitting  in  the  Moniteurs  of 
the  9th,  loth,  and  nth  May,  Nos.  231,  232,  and  233;  containing, 
ift.  the  fpee;ch  of  Décombéroufiè,  who  obferved,  that  the  cabinet  rf 
Auftria  is  a  calamity  to  Europe  ;  2d.  the  addrefs  of  the  French  go- 
vernment to  all  nations  and  governments,  to  demand  a  union  of  «/- 
cration  againft  the  Hou/e  of  Auftria  ;  and,  laftly,  this  flourilh  of  Garat, 
Can  viéiory  he  long  uncertain  or  wcpQeringf^'  No;  I  atteft  even  our 
DEFEATS,  thofe  DEFEATS  wherein  our  foldiers  hofoe  furpaffed^  have 
effaced  all  the  moft  illu/trious,  achievements  that  have  from  centmy  to 
century  emblazoned  the  annals  of  courage. 
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the  budget  of  the  current  year,  thefe  three  contribu- 
tions had  been  reduced  by  almoft  double  that  fum,  and 
this  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Direâory,  who  urged 
the  Councils  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  extreme  Jur^ 
€harge  of  the  direâ  taxes,  and  to  diminilh  the  rate 
of  them,  in  order  to  increafe  their  froduce.\  a  V/ery 
wife  fuggeâion,  and  in  which  they  were  fupported 
and  even  anticipated  by  Bruilé  ;  who  had  told  the 
Councils^  that  the  infallible  confbquencc  of  too  heavy 
a  tax  is,  that  no^  even  that  portion  of  it  which  mghi 
he  home  is  paid  *. 

The  Council  of  Elders,  notwithfianding  their  ab- 
horrence for  direâ  taxes,  have  at  length  been  tired 
out,  and  confented  to  this  addition  en  majfe  ;  the  pro- 
duce of  which  will  foon  make  them  underftand  what 
Dean  SwiA  meant  when  he  faid,  that  in  the  arithmetic 
of  finances  two  and  two  do  not  always  make  four, 
and  that  fometimes  they  only  make  one. 

Wfe  muft,  however,  do  thefe  worthy  pepple  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  on  this  laft  occalion  they  have  giycn 
an  example  of  perfonal  facrifices,  by  fubjeâing  thcm- 
fclves  to  a  deduâion  of  one  tenth  on  the  excefs  of 
their  indemnities  above  3000  livres  ;  an  aâ  of  genc- 
rofity  which  would  have  done  them  more  honour, 
bad  they  not  fome  days  before  augmented  them 
1 1  per  cent,  by  fignifying  to  the  treafury,  that  they 
intend  to  be  paid,  not  in  livres  tournois,  but  in 
francs.  This  fmall  clandefline  increafe,  however,  is 
but  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  million  they  voted 
themfelves  in  Odober  1797,  as  a  compenfation  for 

— >  '    ■     i  .1 .  i>  I  . I    . - ,  '  ■    ■■   -  ..  .^ ..  I  ■  I . * 

*  Moniteurs  of  4th  June  and  istb  Auguft  1798,  No.  256  and  323. 
4  '  ■ 
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fgMng  up  the  privilege  of  fraâking,  and  ihc  ihrcc 
initiions  they  laft  year  added  to  their  indemnities^ 
«rbich  are  thus  doubled,  in  lieu  of  being  diminiifaed 
•  fqurth,  as  the  conftitution  would  require^  in  con£> 
^tence  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  corn* 

Bat  what  will  the  Dircâory  think,  when  they  per- 
ceive that  the  Councils  have  found  no  other  fobfidy 
vorth  offering  them,  than  an  order  to  give  up  a  tenth 
of  their  falaries,  and  the  re-eflahliOiment  of  the  fur- 
diarge  on  the  dired  taxes,  from  whîcli  they  had  tliein- 
iblves  conjured  the  legiflative  body  to  relieve  the 
jieople»  and  that  racrely  in  order  to  increaie  the  re- 
venue ?  No  doubt  the  Dir<:6tory  will  foon  have  oeca- 
^on  to  fuggt'fl  ibme  other  war  faxy  more  adapted  to 
iupporting  the  expenfes  of  the  campaign. 

Nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than  to  decree  ibncie 
jcxtcaordinary   tax  ;    the  only  difficulty   is,   how  to» 
levy  it  without  proportionally  diminifhing  the  pro^- 
duce  of  the  ordinary  taxes.     In  a  word^  the  whole 
.queflion  reduces  itfelf  to  this;    Is  it  poffiblc,    by 
any    means   whatever,   to  extort  from  this  impo* 
.verifhed  and  exhâufled  people  a  net  annual  revenue 
of  more  than  320  millions,  which  is  above  one  third 
.of  their  taxable  income  ?  Affuredly,  even  fliould  the 
ptcfent  rulers  of  France  increafe  the  land-tax  in  a  ten- 
fold ratio,  like  that  on  gateways  ;  ihould  they  put  up 
»to  fale  not  only  the  crofs-roads,  but  âlfo  the  high- 
ways, and  the  whole  territory  of  France  ;  we  may 
defy  them  to  raife  more  than  one  million  a  day  ;  and 
1' flatter  myfelf  I  have  proved,  that  even  this  fum 
would  ftill  leave  a  daily  deficit  to  contend  with,  of 
at  leaft  two  millions  of  livres. 

S 
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'  No  wonder  then  if  the  alarms  of  thel^itoDud  re- 
publicans are  increafing  in  proportion  to  the  pitegrefs 
of  their  deficit  and  their  expenditure.  The  grS^ 
part,  both  of  their  late  debates  and  publications^  :: 
turn  entirely  on  the  diftrefs  of  the  national  treafurjr  ; 
and  even 'the  moft  ihort-fighted  begin  to  difcovcr, 
that  this  is  the  rock  on  which  they  are  deftined  to 
*  fplit  :  Let  us  remember^  fays  Régnier,  let  us  remem^ 
her  J  that  Pitt  has  declared^  France .  can  only  he  van^ 
qut/hed  hyherjifiances'^: 

I  do  not,  however,  rememher  having  ever  read  any 
fuch  declaration  in  the  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  and  we 
muft  con fefs,  that  fiich  a  prediâion,  had  be  uttered 
it,  would  have  been  already  falfified  by  the  hero  of 
Auftria,  and  the  conqueror  of  the  invincible  army 
of  Italy.  But  I  well  remember,  that  at  the  time 
when  the  revolutionary  financiers  were  terrifying  all 
Europe  by  boafting  of  their  colojjal  fortune^  Mr.  Pitt 
declared,  that  this  colojjal  fortune  of  afjignats  arid  con-- 
fifcations  was  hut  a  gigantic  swindling  trick;  that 
being  founded  in  robbery,  it  would  foon  crumble 
away  of  itfelf,  and  only  leave  that  credulous  and  cri- 
minal nation  the  anguifh  of  remorfe  and  the  pangs 
of  mifery  ;  that  if  the  coalefccd  powers  had  but  per- 
feverance  enough  to  go  on  till  that  event  take  place  ; 


*  Citizen  Fetit,  one  of  the  beft  writers  of  republican  France, 
has  inferted  in  the  Moniteur  of  3d  January  a  iliort  diflertation  on 
^the  finances^  in  which  he  goes  ftiil  further  than  Saint- Au  bin  :  he  fays, 
Thofe  are  the  trUe  friends  of  thç  peoplç  *uiko  cottfider  the  ruin  éf 
the  finances  as  the  Jtrincijik  of /octal  dij/olution.  If  this  is  true,  I  think 
I  could  point  out  the  true  friend  of  the  great^  or  rather  of  the  onfy 
nation,  as  Bailleui,  endeavouring  to  outdo  Bonaparte,  has  bteij 
ityled  the  French. 

t  Moniteur  of  19th  February  1799,  No.  iji. 
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îf  they  continue  to  unite  ;  in  Ihort,  if  they  inûtate 
Great  Britain  in  making  fuch  warlike  efforts  as  are 
proportioned  t6  the  formidable  extent  of  the  danger, 
the  regular^  and  confequently  durable  difplay  of  the 
financial  refources  of  the  belligerent  powers^  would 
have  a  moft  flriking  influence  on  the  ultimate  iiTue 
of  this  grand  ftruggle. 

^  This  influence  becomes  daily  more  confpicuous  j 
and  every  one  may  now  anticipate  the  brilliant  pro* 
fpedl  that  opens  before  the  coalefced  powers,  if  they 
determine  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  till  they  have 
torn  from  this  military  republic  all  its  conquefls 
without  exception  ;  or  if  they  take  proper  meafures 
to  reduce  it  by  exhaustion»  in  cafe  it  cannot  be 
done  by  force  of  arnaô.  And  even  flicMuki  it  be  ne- 
ceiTary,  in  purfuit  of  this  grand  objeâ:,  patiently  to 
luffer  fonvç  further  miafortunes»  and  carry  on  fevcral 
IQore  campaigns^  what  true  friend  to  peace  wduld  con* 
ient  to  lofe  the  fruits  of  fo  many  facrifices  by  refliling 
to  pi^>long  them  till  that  fuccefs  is  attained,  without 
which  Europe  can  neither  er^y  peace  noir  civiliza* 
lion?  But  this  mcmfler  in  p^diticsr  is  already  ap» 
proachijog  its  diflblution  ;  and  perhaps  the  day  is  not 
fyt  diftant,  when  thofe  wh^  once  believed  in  the.  in- 
exhauftibde  refources  of  crimes,  and  in  its  perma* 
nent  triumph,  will  fee  it  expiated  by  the  exemplary 
cataftrophe  of  that  government  of  regicides.  Who 
knows  but  the  impious  prefiduit  of  the  Diredtory 
may  already  have  opeoecî,  though  without  being 
^ware  of  it,  the  decrees  of  that  Divine  Providence 
yrhom  he  meant  to  blafpheme,  when  he  faid  a  few 
fflpnths  ago  to  }iis.  accomplices^  Before  the  jkvnth 


(    467    ) 

y  tar  of  the  republic  Jkall  have  brought  on  the  ànnroetjary 
of  thisfejiival  (the  loth  Auguft),  the  day  ofvengeanet 
wiHcomej  ^ni  Providence  will  bç  justified*. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Jiuieao,  1799.  ' 
SINCE  the  above  was  written,  ihany  important 
faâs.  and  confeffions  have  come  out,  which  fhow 
that  the  kte  defeats  of  the  French  have,  in  a  great 
degree^  arîfcn  from  the  exhauftion  of  their  finances  5 
which  havie  neither  admitted  of  their  provifioning 
places  of  retreat  in  time,  of  their  complying  thfe 
recraititig  of  th^  armies,  of  remounting  the  cavalry, 
nor  even  of  providiag  the  fum  neceffary  for  their  pay  ; 
which  (he  army  of  Italy  complained  of  not  having 
received  when  the  campaign  ^opened.  The  fàmè 
Xîaral,  who  appealed  to  theit;  defeats  as  pledges  of 
future  viâiories,  had  (hortly  before  fhown  fomewhat 
liiore  forefighft,'  when,  abandoning  prédirions,  and 
confining  hirafelf  to  faÔs,  he  faîd,  on  the  14th 
February  1799,  '^  I  lpeak.of  what  I  have  feen,  and 
I  have  feen  every  where  throughout  Italy,  that  our 
raeanâ*  are  terribly  difproportioned  to  our  enterprifes. 
I  have  feen  our  armies  in  want  of  foldiers,  and  our 
foldiers  in  want  of  every  thing  requifite  for  armies/* 

'm     ■-.  .     ,  ■■    ■      ■        ■  I  — ■■        _■  ,,  ■■  .1  .1      ■— .  ■     ■         ,^> 

*  Speech  of  Prefidcnt  Mcrlia  on  lOth  Auguft  1 79S. 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  few  days  after  this 
ipeech»  the  antithefis  of  wbich>  no  doubt,  made  him 
forget  its  imprudence,  thlâ  eye^witnefs  of  the  priva- 
tions of  the  army  of  Italy  applauded,  in  unifon  with 
all  his  colleagues,  at  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  ;  the 
mefTage  announcing  which  was  only  interrupted  by 
unanimous  cries  of  Five  la  republique  !  A  few  months 
before,  the  late  Direftor  Carnot,  though  exiled  by 
the  Councilsi  had,  however,  the  generolity  to  warn 
them  of  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a  new  war, 
which   he  foretold  would  be  the  fureft  means  of 
4igain  rendering  the  exiftence  of  the  republic  a  problem  \ 
and  although  its.  duration  never  has  been  a  very  dif- 
ixcult  problem  to  thofe  who  know  the  French,  and 
rcfleft  qpori  their  hiftory,  it  is  certain,  that  to  re- 
commence thjB  >ivar  without  finances,  was  wantonly 
to  accelerate  the.  diffolutiono^  tliis  problçm^tical  re- 
public.    It  was,  in  thp  charâfter  of  one  of  its  found- 
ers that  jhe  .  declared  Jo  the  ne  w^  leaders,  that  it  was 
4in  the  ixefge.of.  ruinr-mk/s'^hey  fpee^y  ^P^i^^  ^^^^^ 
Âyjis,  to  the  fiti^d\({n.  of  the,fli:ifr\ce$y,and  per  my  ^^  ^^ 
V?.  fiat e y  y^hatever  fe  iis  coft/^ifufipn,  cannot  poffefi  flay 
Mlity,unlçfsjhere  be,  an  equiliirjt^m^  between jhe  difplay  of 
^ts  flrengfh.:af^.d,jJiç  reproduéfion  of  ifs  refQ!urces.     He 
even  added,  that  ^/  though j.fincç  t]?e  treaty  pf  Cajnpo 
Formio,  thç,  French  armies  b^d;  no  longer  been  at 
war  with  thcf  great  powçr?,^  he, was  convinced  they 
Would  be  reduced  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  (that 
of  1798)  to  about  one,  h^lf  of  their  former  num- 
bers." 

At  that  very  time  I  was  urging  precifely  the  fame 
opinion,  and  I  endeavoured  to  ihow,  thatnoconii* 
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dcncc  whatever  could  be  placed  in  the  arrhy-lift 
.which  Scherer,  the  minifter  at  war,  ufed  from  time 
to  time  to  publifli,  in  order  to  perfuade  the  coalefced 
powers,  that  the  republican  army  a£itiaIJy  amounted  to 
above  400,000  men. 

:  No  one:  member  of  the  Councils  was  the  dupe  of 
thcfe  hyperboles  ;  for  they  well  knew  that  the  pre- 
tended effeSive  credits  which  they  granted  this  mi- 
nifter,  would  Icarcely  fuffice  for  the  maintenance  of 
100  or  150,000  men.  Yet  they  now  pretend  to  call 
him  to  an  account  for  his  exaggeration  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  the  troops,  which,,  juft  -  before 
the  declaration  of  war  with  Aufiria,  he.  fbated 
•to  amount  to  3373000  men.  Among  other  things 
Berlier  reproaches  him  with  having  there  rreprc- 
ifentcd  the  cavalry  as  confifting  of  68,ooq.  men,;  where- 
as to  make  up  that  number,  it  would  have  been 
neceflary  to  purchafe  40,000  horfes.  If  this  is  tme^ 
and  if  the  cavalry  are  really  reduced  to.  perform  their 
fervice  on  foot,  like  the  marechauflce,  not  only  thi^ 
new  fpccies  of  deficit  îaccounts  for  the  prefent  fupc- 
riority  of  the  coalefced  armies,  by  very  natural  cau)(ës, 
but  it  infures  them  future  fuccefles. 
r  In  truth,  we  fcarcely  know  whether  we  ought  ta 
feel  moft  difgufted  at  the  bafe  hypocrify  or  the  igno- 
rant ftupidity  of  the  French  financiers,  who  have 
only  fupplied  the  government  with  161  millions  dur- 
ing fix  months,  and  who  accufe  them,  as  of  a  crime, 
for  not  being  able,  with  fo  trifling  a  fum,  at  once  to 
provide  for  their  own  devouring  indemnities  y  the  pur- 
chafe of  40,000  horfes,  and  the  .  maintenance  of 
3^37,000  men, under  arms. 
But  wjiat  crowns  this  inftance  of  hypocrify  and 
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injuflioe,  fee  Cauncîl  of  Five  Hundred,  not  cotitcat 
with  aocufing  the  minifter  of  thefe  mif-{}a1emcnts, 
have,  on  the  6th  of  June,  addrcfled  a  moft  thneatening 
mcffa^c  to  the  government,  in  which  they  fay,  ^Citi- 
zens Directors,"  every  thing  announces  that  the  fkfety 
of  the  nation  is  threatened  frocn  wUhaut^  and  that  in 
this  the  internal  tranquilHty  may  be  in-vx^ived.  Under 
theië  drcumAances,  wc  have  a  right  to  expeél  the 
communications  reqaived  to  be  made  to  us  by  the  con<- 
ftitution*" 

The  Dîreâory,  however,  will  no  doobt  reply,  %. 
in  fo  critical  a  moment^  they  can  continue  tok- 
rabiy  colleâed,  that  if  the  fafety  of  the  nation  is 
threatened  from  without ,  the  Councils  muft  attrifbute 
it  to  the  renewal  of  the  war,  which  they  them» 
ielvos  provoke  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  de-r 
daring  it  was  the  only  means  of  putting  the  finança 
m  the  road  to  melioration.  The  Direélory  will  not  fail 
to  add,  that  the  legillative  body,  who  fo  unani* 
moufly  applauded  this  meafure,  have,  with  equal 
Yinanimity,  reje<Sl:ed  every  produétive  tax  that  has 
been  propofed  for  carrying  it  on.  As  to  the  comnm^ 
nications  which  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  accuie 
them  of  withholding,  the  Dîreétory  will  appeal  to 
the  innumerable  meflages,  wherein,  ever  fince  the 
annihilation  of  the  affignats  and  mandats,  they  have 
been  continually  repeating,  that  the  receipts  are  daily 
hecoming  more  and  more  infivfficient  for  ^the  various 
hranches  of  the  public  fervice  i  that  the  deficit  is  afi 
abyfs  into  which  the  republic  will  fall  ;  and  that  it  is 
condemtied*  to  perifli,  like  the  monarchy,  fy  the  ex- 
hàuftion  of  the  finances.  They  will  point  out,  that 
the  internal  diforganiisation  of  the  country  arifes  from 
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the  îxnpoffibllîty  of  cither  paying  the  pubitc  fanâkm* 
aries,  or  finding  men  who  are  .able  and  willing  to 
difchaxge  thofe  offices  gratuitoufly  :  and  as  to  the  do- 
feats  the  armies  have  met  with  abroaBy  they  will -und»- 
take  to  prove,  that  the  Councils  might  have  avoidedt 
and  might  ftill  repaid  them,  by  procuring  fuffideot 
fdnds  for  remikounting  the  cavalry,  and  proviiionkig 
and  piaying  the  troops.  In  ftiort,  they  will  not  faH 
to  repeat,  that  with  moneyi  the  rcpubiic  may  be  laved» 
But  it  remains  to  bo  feen,  whether  they  will  fiiU 
dare  alio  to  repeat  that  iPs  refources  are  entire. 

Such,  probably,  will  this,  new  compmmcaiiwn  be  ; 
and  fuch  would  be  a  fufficient  reply  tO)  the  very  ia* 
difcreet.  quefticms  contained  in  the  following  addreft 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Grenoble,  read  in  the  fitting  of 
the  15th  May  :  ^^  Legtflators  and  IMfcéifocs,  how  ift 
i^,  that  in  our  camps  the  defection  of  the  tpoopa  is 
^knoft  univerfal,  and  that  the  feventh  military  divifioa 
IS  not  even  firong  enough  to  feize  and  arrefl:  the  de« 
ierters.^  How  is  it  that  the  military  adminiilrations  are 
rolling. in  money,  while  the  troops  are  left  utierlf 
4^itute\  inibmuch  that  the  conicripts  who  arrived 
at  Milan,  found  lueither  bread  to  eat  nor  flrAw  to 
Jic  on,  and  thus  thpir  defertkn  was  ptmvokedî*^ 

This  addrefs  having  been  publicly  read  knd  lent  to 
theDixeéh:>ry,  the  inhabitants  of  Grenoble  entered  into 
a  further  correfpondetiee  with  the  prefident  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  ;  and  on  the  6th  June  adv 
dreiled  a  fécond  dâfpatch  to  him,  iir  which  th^  fay^ . 
^^  The  wounded  ibldi^s^  who  have  retapned  from  the 
army,  an4  the  conferipts  ^ho  happen  t^  be  fick^  are 
left  without  fuccour,  the  hofpitals  being  unprovided 
with  eveiy  thing  neccfikiy  ^^r  their  çopifort. — ^The 
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dcfpondêncy  is  io  general,  that  there  is  reafbn  to  leaf 

a  fpeedy  and  abfohte  d^organizanon.  "' 

"  If,  however/'  added  thefe  warm  patriots,  "  the 
admmiftrations  and  generals  of  the  interior  had  mmiej         m 
at  their  difpofal,  they  might  y/;t  provide  for  the  moft 
preffing  wants  :  but  without  re/our ees  what  can  be 
undertaken,  what  can  be  done  ?  nothing  but  aâs  of         » 
def^air:   and  you  know.   Citizens  Lcgiilators,   that  ' 

defpair  leads  to  the  mofi  dreadful  catajiro^he&r  .  ■ 

If  this  be  fo,  I  was  not  far  wrong,  when,  four  years 
ago,  1  ventured  to  predift,  that  when  the  French  go- 
vernment fhould  be  no  longer  poflefïed  of  a  paper 
drculatii^g  medium,  when  their  neighbours  fhould  * 

no  longer  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  pillaged  with  im- 
punity by  their  armies,  the  defertion  of  the  republi- 
can troops  would  h^  provoked hy  ih^. utterly  dejiitute 
condition  to  which  they  would  infallibly  be  reduced; 
that  their  leaders  being  then  left  without  money  or  ,  ^ 
refourcesy  and  nothing  being  done  to  relieve  their 
moft  preffing  wants,  defpair  would  Jhortly  lead  them 
to  what  ihey  would  call  the^îç/?  dreadful  cataflro^he^ 
io  that  of  the  imperifhable  republic  perifhing  by  the . 
exhoîi/lion  of  the  fitiances.  I  fiill  perfift  with  increaf- 
ing  confidence  in  this  conjeflure,  though  flill  adding 
the  j&me  indifpenfable  condition  with  which  I  fet 
ouj:,  namelyj  that  the  death  of  the  monfter  depends, 
above  all' things,  on  the  allies  perfifting  in  tie  war, 
and  on  the  extent  of  their  facrifices  'to  prevent  the  re^ 
piblican  armés  from  feizing  the  refources  of  one  aoHquered 
country  after  another ,  in  order  thereby  fiill  to  grafpt  at 
tfie  refoùrcti  of  other  nations,^ .  . 

.   ,     .;     ...  .,;./^S". 
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